
THE CHURCH,Churches, 

and Our Church
MATTHEW 16:13-18



Matthew 16:13–18 (ESV)

13 Now when Jesus came into the 

district of Caesarea Philippi, He 

asked His disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 

14 And they said, “Some say John 

the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 

others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 

15 He said to them, “But who do 

you say that I am?”



Matthew 16:13–18 (ESV)

16 Simon Peter replied, “You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 

17 And Jesus answered him, 

“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but My Father 

Who is in heaven. 



Matthew 16:13–18 (ESV)

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and 

on this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.
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II. Jesus Rebuked Churches Who 

Did Not Make Disciples Who Were 
Christ-followers

Revelation 2:1–3:22 (ESV)

Ephesus

Pergamum

Thyatira

Sardis

Laodicea



Matthew 16:24–25 (ESV)

24 Then Jesus told His disciples, “If 

anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow Me. 

25 For whoever would save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for My sake will find it.



Healthy churches comprise 10%

Churches with symptoms of 

sickness comprise 40%

Churches who are very sick 

comprise 40%

Churches who are dead or dying 

comprise 10%



1. The church refused to look like the 
community.

2. The church had no community-
focused ministries.

3. Members became more focused 
on memorials.

4. The percentage of the budget for 
members’ needs kept increasing.



5. There were no evangelistic 
emphases.

6. The members had more and 

more arguments about what they
wanted.

7. With few exceptions, pastoral 
tenure grew shorter and shorter.



8. The church rarely prayed 
together.

9. The church had no clarity as to 
why it existed.

10. The members idolized another 
era.

11. The facilities continued to 
deteriorate.



III. Where Do We Find Ourselves?
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