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Preaching the Old Paths Pt 17
Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church June 1, 2014

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 17 Also I set watchmen over
you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they said, We will not hearken. 18 Therefore hear, ye nations,
and know, O congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even
the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.” Jer.
6:16-19.

I would like to continue on the subject of, “Preaching the Old Paths.” We have set forth
before you 6 of the many truths found in the Bible.

1. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about God.
2. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about Man.
3. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about Salvation.
4. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about Christ.
5. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about Word of God.
6. To preach the OLD Paths is to PREACH the TRUTH about Doctrine.

I have and will continue to preach these doctrinal truths without wavering and in holy
conviction. As already stated, preaching of the Old Paths means that I am not interested in
pleasing men and therefore have cast my lot in seeking to please God.

We have already preached on the first four, that is; to preach the OLD Paths is to
PREACH the TRUTH about God, about man, about salvation and about the Lord Jesus
Christ. This morning we shall pick up on our 5th point and that is: To Preach the Old
Paths is to Preach the TRUTH about the Word of God. As with all the previous points
this is also a broad subject that in no way can I in a short 30 – 45 minute sermon give you
everything regarding the Word of God. Hopefully I can give you enough so that you will be
able to believe and lay hold to the validity and the veracity of the Word of God.

Now, so that you will know my thoughts and what I believe regarding the Bible, I believe
that this book that I hold in my hand, the Word of God, the Bible is the inspired, infallible
and inerrant Word of God, from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21.

One the reasons many people have a problem with the Word of God as to its inspiration,
its infallibility and its inerrancy is because of what Isaiah says in Isaiah 8:20 which is so
clear and simple, “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.” There are 3 basic simple things that I as an individual
believe regarding the Word of God and I care not what the scholar or the uneducated
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might say against the Word of God whether in the form of Textual Criticism or from the
heathen or from the Devil himself or just a plain denial of Scripture, I firmly believe that in
my hands I hold the inspired, infallible and inerrant Word of God, from Genesis 1:1 to
Revelation 22:21. The 3 simple things I hold on to firmly are:

1. The Authority of the Scriptures.
2. The Sufficiency of the Scriptures.
3. The Preservation of the Scriptures.

Included in these 3 things are of course inspiration, infallible and inerrancy. The Authority,
Sufficiency and Preservation of the Scriptures cause me to hold firm in what I believe
regarding the Scriptures. Therefore, I believe in all 66 books in the Bible and I believe in
the perspicuity and the verbal plenary Scripture.

Because I believe that the Scriptures are the Word of God, therefore it is the rule of my
faith and practice and I hope it is for you also. As a matter of fact the Scriptures are the
infallible rule of faith and practice for all mankind, it is the only rule to teach and direct us
how we may glorify God and enjoy Him. Therefore the Holy Scriptures are the only
sufficient, certain and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith and obedience.

The Scriptures are authenticated in the New Testament by a very simple phrase, “It is
written!” Did you know that Christ used this phrase “it is written” more times in the 4
gospels than all the 39 books of the Old Testament combined? Then to think that the
Apostle used that term “it is written,” more than anyone else in the Bible in all of his
epistles.

The Scriptures are the Word of God in full authority and does not need man’s stamp of
approval and should be received as those in Thessalonica in 1 Thess.2:13, “For this cause
also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received
it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe.”

Thus, the whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man’s
salvation, for faith and life is set forth down and contain in the Scriptures.

Let us now consider that very important text in 2 Tim.3:16 & 17, please turn there, this text
is so very clear regarding the word of God: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.” Paul says ‘ALL’ Scripture is given by inspiration, not
some or a part, but that ALL Scripture is given by inspiration. All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God which means that the whole canon of Scripture is given by God.
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The word all in the beginning of the text in 2 Tim. 3:16 is the Greek word, ‘pas’ which is an
adjective and when used in this verse this word ‘pas’ or ALL gives the idea of oneness or
a totality of the whole, that is referring to every passage of Scripture and every word in
every verse without any exceptions.

The word Scripture in here in 2 Timothy is the Greek word ‘graphe’ which means writing
or a thing written like a document. The New Testament refers to the Old Testament
writings or Scriptures as a whole collection when used in the plural and when used in the
singular Scripture, it speaks of a particular writing. When used in the singular the word
Scripture is used 32 times in the Bible, 31 in the NT and once only in the OT. When used
in the plural, Scriptures it is used 21 times all of them in the NT. The phrase Holy
Scriptures is only used once in the Bible in Romans 1:2, I’m going to read verse 1 also,
“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 2 (Which he had

promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures.)”

Now we get to that very important word in 2 Tim.3:16, that is; the word inspiration which is
the Greek word “theopnuestos” a compound word from ‘Theos’ which means God and
‘pneo’ to breathe or blow that means divinely breathed or God breathed. The Bible was
written by Divine Inspiration. We believe and teach that every single word of Scripture is
God breathed. Some define it to mean breathe out by God and to it means to breathe in.
either way what is important is the fact that the Word of God is GOD BREATHED!

The word inspiration and the Greek “theopnuestos” mean that the whole canon of
Scripture is given by God. Both Old and New Testament are inspired by God and the word
inspiration again means God breathed as in the Garden when God created Adam and it
says that God formed man out of the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life and man became a living soul. Thus, the book you hold in your hands is a
LIVING book it is alive as Paul would write to the Hebrews in Heb.4:12, “For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ quoted often from the Old Testament and used it in His teachings
and some 22 times He referred to the O.T. as the Scriptures or with the words, “It is
written!” Our Lord Jesus Christ placed His stamp of approval on the OT and also without
hesitation confirmed the Mosiac account of creation in Matthew 19:4 along with the
historical figure Noah and of course the flood. Did you know that our Lord’s ministry began
and ended with the blessed phrase, “It is written!” In the beginning of His ministry our Lord
is confronted and tempted by Satan and tries to attack Christ and the word of God as he
did to Eve, but our LORD’s response was, not once, not twice but thrice, “…IT IS
WRITTEN…” Matthew 4:1-10. At the end of His ministry our Lord Jesus Christ said to His
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disciples, Luke 24:27, “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the

scriptures the things concerning himself.” And in Luke 24:44-46, “And he said unto them, These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day…” Our Lord Jesus Christ clearly
authenticated and substantiated the authority and inspiration of the Scriptures. The Bible’s
internal witness about itself is without question self-sufficient and autonomous!

The word of God is being attacked in our day vehemently, but this should not surprise us
because again Satan from the beginning attacked the word of God and now uses some
scholars to discredit the word God, for from the very beginning Satan viciously attacked
God’s word in Genesis 3:1, “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD

God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
Satan still continues his attacks on the Word of God by continually saying, “Hath God
said?”

All Christians in every age and in ours also are challenged and called upon to defend and
declare the truth of the Word of God. The contamination and corruption of the truth and
purity of the Word of God is ever the goal of Satan who is most dangerous when he
transforms himself as an angel of light. We must ever be on guard and not be ignorant of
Satan’s devices. We must never give in one inch or capitulate on our stand on the
inspiration, revelation, preservation, authority and sufficiency of the Scriptures. Look at the
bold statement made by Mr. Lightner, which I concur with, regarding the word of God,
“…Biblical theology is very pertinent to the needs of the present day. It is pertinent first of all because of the
importance of the doctrine of the Scriptures. This is the most important of all doctrines. Objection may be raised
by some to such a claim. It is frequently argued that the person and work of Christ are the most important of all
Biblical studies. Without any desire to detract from the Savior it must be said that unless the Biblical record about
Him is infallible we have no sure way of knowing whether or not we are believing right things about Him. If God’s
revelation in the Bible may not be trusted entirely how are we to know when it is to be trusted. If the fountain is
corrupt and contaminated so is all the water which flows from it.” (Bold and underline for emphasis only)
He continues, “Christ is the apex of divine revelation. He is the personification of truth and without Him the
Bible would not be complete. If the study of theology could be visualized as a building, the doctrine of the
Scriptures would serve as the solid foundation upon which the entire structure rested and the doctrine of Christ
would be seen as the climactic capstone crowning the edifice.”

Therefore we must come to grips that regardless how a person views the truth which is
contained in the Scriptures, there can be little advancement made in these areas unless
we accept the Bible as infallible, inscripturated and authoritative Word of God! One has
said, it is pure “theological double-talk and intellectual dishonesty” to discredit the
inspiration and authority of the Bible, but at the same time seek to find some essence of
refuge in its teachings. People think that they can take this portion of the Bible and refuse
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some other portion of the Bible and still claim to be followers of God. This is deceiving and
misleading. May God help us not to question one jot or tittle of His Holy Word! May we be
faithful to the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation; they are all on the same level and
standard of inspiration. We either believe this or we don’t, there is no middle ground, no
neutralism in this matter. Cast your lot on this matter and never be ashamed to stand upon
its genuineness and assurance. The Word of God is a living book, it is alive, yea Christ
said, “Thy word is TRUTH!”

Consider these quotes; A T Robertson once said, “The greatest proof that the Bible is inspired is
that it has stood so much bad preaching.” Augustine of Hippo said “Let us therefore yield ourselves
and bow to the authority of the Holy Scriptures, which can neither err nor deceive.” Josephus the
Jewish historian who was not a Christian said, “The Scripture of the prophets who were taught
according to the inspiration of God.” Another writer says, “What the Bible says, God says. The Bible
is the final authority, the veritable "Supreme Court" from which there is no appeal. It was on such a basis
that Martin Luther took his historic stand. The moment of crisis came on April 18, 1521, at the Diet of
Worms, when he was called on by Johann von Eck, Official General of the Archbishop of Trier to
renounce his errors. Luther replied, "Unless I am convinced by testimonies of Scripture or by evident
reason-for I believe neither the Pope nor Councils alone, since it is established that they have often erred
and contradicted themselves-I am the prisoner of the Scriptures cited by me, and my conscience has
been taken captive by the Word of God. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.”

Another writer says, “We must not think of “inspiration” the way the world thinks when it says, “Shakespeare
was certainly an inspired writer.” What we mean by biblical inspiration is the supernatural influence of the Holy
Spirit on the Bible’s writers, which guaranteed that what they wrote was accurate and trustworthy. Revelation
means the communicating of truth to man by God; inspiration has to do with the recording of this communication in
a way that is dependable. Whatever the Bible says about itself, man, God, life, death, history, science, and every
other subject is true. This does not mean that every statement in the Bible is true, because the Bible records the
lies of men and of Satan. But the record is true.” Another writer says, “…inspiration is here not asserted of
the authors of Scripture but of the writings themselves. But inspiration was not mechanical. The Holy Spirit did not
destroy the personality and individual characteristics of the individual writers but rather so worked through the entire
being of the writer that the very words used, although truly the words of the human author, were yet the very words
the Spirit intended to be employed to express the divine truths being recorded.”

Therefore, belief in the absolute authority and inspiration of the Scriptures is foundational
to our faith and we get this from the Bible’s own internal witness. Again, I don’t need for a
book to tell me or convince me that the Bible is inspired and authoritative, no, the Bible’s
own testimony to itself is sufficient for me. Jesus’ confirmation solidifies this for me and
therefore is settled in my heart and mind. I hope you are in agreement with me regarding
this. We must never forget that the Bible originated in the mind of God and not in the mind
of man. It was given to man as the inscripturated revelation from God.

No doubt the Word of God has been precious to God’s people throughout all ages. We
must understand that the Spirit of God used various godly men to write the Bible and in the
writing of this book, the Spirit did not in any way erase those natural characteristics or
personalities of the writers. As a matter of fact, God in His wisdom by great providence
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prepared each and every writer for the task of writing the Scriptures. Each writer has his
own distinctive style and vocabulary. Each book of the Bible grew out of a special set of
circumstances. In His preparation of men, in His guiding of history, and in His working
through the Spirit, God brought about the miracle of the Scriptures.

The Bible, then, is a collection of 66 books bound together in one volume. The Bible is
written by 40 different authors in the process of 1500 years. The Bible was written in three
languages, Hebrew, Aramaic (some chapters in Daniel and a few parts in Ezra) in the Old
Testament and in Greek in the New Testament. The Bible contains the mind of God which
teaches us about God, man and salvation, and which answers three important questions:
Who is God? What is Man? How we are Saved? The Bible consists of 39 books in the Old
Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. It is comprised of 66 books, 1,189
chapters, 31,101 verses, 783,137 words and 3,556,480 letters. This therefore is the “Book”
of the child of God, the Christian. It is also the “Book” of the Church. We refer to the Bible
as the Word of God or the Scriptures.

Now, the most convincing and effective proofs regarding the truth of the Bible, is the Word
of God itself. The internal witness of the Scriptures themselves should substantiate and
confirm in asserting our view regarding the Word of God. I do not need the approval of
scholarly men. The Word of God contains for itself, self-evidence, as one writer said,
“People in general do not reject the Bible because it somehow contradicts itself, no, but because it
contradicts them!” If I am to find what I believe concerning the Bible, then I must read the
Bible, study the Bible and meditate in the Bible. When a believer starts to read the
Scriptures they begin to see the clarity or perspicuity of the Scriptures, that is, the
Scriptures are clear in its teachings and doctrines. Isaiah 28:10 & 13, “For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: But the word of the
LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and
there a little…” The Word of God is its own interpreter. Thus, the Scriptures themselves are
their own witness. I do not need books to confirm and affirm its authentication, no the Bible
itself is its greatest and best witness. I am not saying it is wrong to read books about the
Bible, I probably have read, studied and gleaned over 20 books that I have consulted in
my library for my own personal studies on the Scripture but when it’s all said and done, I
don’t believe the veracity of the Scriptures because some author in his book convinced
me, no, but because of what the Bible says about itself! I have shared this before, I
remember one time as I was driving down the expressway, that I noticed a bumper sticker
that got my attention. It went something like this; God said it, I believe it and that settles it.
At first I said, that’s nice; that’s cute butd as I was rehearsing it in my mind I realized
something was wrong. It was like, that’s not true and realized that it should read, GOD
SAID IT AND THAT SETTLES IT! My believing it or approving it does not make it true, no,
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the Bible does not need mine or anyone else’s stamp of approval. The fact that it is GOD’S
Word, gives it its own APPROVAL! When our LORD Jesus Christ said assertively, “…thy
word is truth,” He authenticated it, regardless of what man says!

I personally believe that this is a basic fundamental truth that is given to us at the new
birth, that is; that the Bible IS the Word God, granted we may not know it, understand it or
have knowledge concerning it, but by faith we believe it whole heartedly, THIS IS THE
WORD OF GOD! God through His Holy Spirit does this for us as He quicken this in our
hearts, He gives witness to this in our hearts, we accept or receive the Bible as the WORD
OF GOD and again like the Thessalonians “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because
when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it NOT AS THE WORD OF MEN, but as it is
IN TRUTH, THE WORD OF GOD, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” (Bold, underlined and
caps for emphasis only) If this was the only Scripture that made reference to the Word of
God, it would still be just as powerful, but thanks be to our God that He has given us a
plethora and or a multiplicity of verses authenticating and substantiating this glorious truth.

In considering the internal witness of the Bible in its self-attestation and self-sufficiency
and self-evidence in its authenticity and validity as the true and only Word of God, I want
to also consider what our Lord Jesus said, viewed and taught regarding the Word of God.
The reason for this is that Christ’s belief and view of the Scriptures supplies believers with
a guide to follow and acknowledge. Let me share a couple of quotes concerning this, “Jesus
Christ, the living Word, the Bible, the written Word, are different from all other persons and books not only in degree
but also in kind. Both Christ and the Bible are divinely supernatural. Many are willing to acclaim Christ is a very
good man, one who was nearer to God that any other man. He is far more than that; He is the Son of God.
Likewise many will readily admit that the Bible is a good book, a book containing truth about God. It is far more than
that; it is the Word of God.” Robert B. Lightner. We must lay hold of this fact that this is not just
a book that contains some truths about God; it is the ABSOLUTE TRUTH of God because
it is the WORD OF GOD! Mr. Lightner continues “Christ and the Bible are two impregnable forces
upon which Christianity stands or falls. This is true because God, who is ultimate authority, has relegated divine
authority to the Bible and Christ is the central theme of Scripture. It is a very popular thing these days to talk about
both of these doctrines. Not all of the talk, however, is true to the Bible’s testimony about itself and Christ. The truth
is that both of these cardinal doctrines of Christianity are under severe attack today.” Christ and the Bible
are the two most important facets of our Christian walk that we cannot have one without
the other. (I’m not lifting the Bible above or equal to Christ). Now isn’t it amazing that the
two most vicious attacks on Christianity are on the Lord Jesus Christ and the Bible. Allow
me to quote Mr. Lightner one more time, “It is my firm conviction that the present cries of a return to the
theology of Jesus and Biblical theology are for the most part not genuine. Very frequently non-conservatives, and
all too frequently conservatives, have desired to claim the Savior while at the same time deviating in varying
degrees from His view of Scripture. One hears much these days about the words and deeds of Jesus. Away with
Paul, give me Jesus---this is the cry. Jesus and Paul are not in conflict. Paul’s view of the inspiration of Scripture
expressed in 2 Timothy 3:16 finds perfect agreement with Christ’s view expressed in Matthew 5:17, 18 and John
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10:33-35. Let us return to the teachings of Jesus but let us not forget what He taught about the Scriptures. You
cannot have the Savior unless you accept His view of the Scriptures also. He will not be divided. His teaching is not
open for picking and choosing.” I appreciate these words of Mr. Lightner, for they speak volumes
concerning the validity and veracity concerning Christ and the Scriptures. We must not be
deceived by Satan or our own wisdom to consider for one moment that Christ’s teachings
are more inspired than other records of the Scripture. In other words do not think for one
moment that Christ’s words are more inspired than the words of the Apostle Paul. Many
make this mistake and therefore neglect the rest of the Bible and only focus on the some
words or teachings of Christ. How many times have you foolishly heard people say
something like this, “Jesus never said anything about the death penalty.” Or, “Jesus never said anything

about homosexuality.” And the list goes on and on. Just because some Bibles put the words of
Christ in red, His words are not to be taken as more authoritative than the rest of the Bible.
The Bible declares that “…all SCRIPTURE is given by inspiration…” The Old and the New
Testaments are the inscripturated Word of God; from Genesis to Revelation it is ALL THE
WORD of God. We must, dear brethren, never back down or give in to the foolishness of
man in their attacking our Christ and His Scriptures. We must stand bold and proclaim the
unadulterated truth of God’s Word. We must never capitulate to the assaults or attacks of
man in their criticism on the Scriptures.

The Lord Jesus Christ always spoke with respect, love, zeal, conviction, knowledge and
truth in corroborating and sanctioning the authenticity of the Word of God. Not once did He
ever question or contradict the Scriptures, but always spoke of them as coming from God
Himself. We must remember that Jesus Christ is the central figure of the Holy Scriptures.
The Old Testament points to Him and the New Testament speaks of Him. Hebrews 1: 1&2,
gives powerful insight, “God who at sundry times and in diver’s manners spake in time past unto the fathers

by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son…” So whatever Christ has to say is
very important and authenticates the inscripturated word of God. Notice the holy respect
He gives to the Word of God, even down to the jot and tittle. “Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 5:17 & 18. In John
20:31 it says, “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that

believing ye might have life through his name.”

Notice how Christ boldly asserted and related Himself to them as their fulfillment. Look at
these two passages, “And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. And he came to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and
stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened
the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath aristnointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year
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of the Lord. And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears.” Luke 4:15-21. “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me.” John 5:39. Christ did not hold back in setting forth the
authority, sufficiency and inspiration of the Scriptures. He gave His stamp of approval in
asserting and affirming succinctly, “thy word is truth.” John 17:17. In confronting the
unbelief of the Jews, Jesus declared and defended that “the Scripture cannot be
broken.” John 10:35. While teaching in the temple courts our Lord Jesus Christ cited from
Psalm 110:1 and declared the truth of inspiration in confirming that David spoke by the
Holy Spirit. “And Jesus answered and said, while he taught in the temple, How say the scribes that Christ is the
Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, the LORD said to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
till I make thine enemies thy footstool.” Mark 12:35-36. Our Lord Jesus Christ clearly authenticated
and substantiated the authority and inspiration of the Scriptures. Again, the Bible’s internal
witness about itself is without question self-sufficient and autonomous!

The Bible is needful and essential for salvation, faith and knowledge of God. The truth
concerning God, Christ, Holy Spirit and salvation are of supreme importance. But how can
we know these truths? These truths can be known by ways, means or resources of the
Scriptures themselves. These truths concerning the Word of God are very important, for
they are again the rule of our faith and practice. The Bible has always been attacked
vehemently since its inception. They are being attacked today from without the Church as
well as within the Church.

There are 6 things I want to define as we conclude our study this morning:

INSPIRATION: The Scriptures are the inspired Word of God. They are God-breathed. 2
Tim.3:16-17, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, that is’ every single word of Scripture is God-
breathed. Thus, we believe and embrace verbal plenary inspiration. Plenary means that
inspiration extends to every part of the Bible, all the Scriptures. Verbal means that
inspiration extends to the very words of the text, every word is inspired in all 66 books.

REVELATION: The Scriptures are the revelation of God. This is the means by which
God can be known. This is how God communicates with man. Deut. 29:29 says, “The secret
things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” The Bible is the complete revealed will of
God to us for all things that pertain to life and salvation. God reveals Himself in a two-fold
manner, general revelation and special revelation. By general or natural revelation God
reveals Himself in creation and in the conscience, but this type of revelation is insufficient
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to save sinners. It only teaches us that there is a God. Special or Divine revelation is the
means God has chosen to reveal Himself in a salvific way. Special revelation transcends
from the physical to the spiritual in the grace of saving knowledge. God will quicken His
Word to our hearts in regeneration.

PRESERVATION: The Scriptures are preserved by God for us. God has providentially
preserved His written Word for us. The Bible itself sets this forth, "The words of the LORD are
pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD; thou shalt
preserve them from this generation for ever" (Psa.12:6-7). "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."
(Psa.119:89).

AUTHORITY: The Scriptures are the final authority over all matters of faith and
practice. This simply means that the ultimate basis of all authority and truth is
Scripture. Scripture has the final say over all that we believe and thus instructs us how we
are to live those beliefs. John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. John 10:35,
“…the scripture cannot be broken.” Heb.4:12, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” The 10 Commandments are the standard
concerning authority, “And God spake all these words, saying, I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for
the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not steal.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.”
Ex.20:1-17

SUFFICIENCY: The Scriptures are sufficient for all matters of life, that is, what the
Scriptures have to say is adequate to equip us for everything that pertains to live. 2 Peter
1:3, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.” Ps.119:97-105, “O how love I thy law! it is my
meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever
with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more
than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy
word. I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me. How sweet are thy words unto my taste!
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” It means that everything binding on our
consciences and everything required of us is given to us in Scripture. This is why we are
prohibited and not allowed to add or take away from the Scriptures. Thus the Scriptures
are the perfect and only standard of revealed truth in everything we must believe in order
to be saved and in order to glorify God. Where it does not give direct teaching or
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instruction it gives principles by which we are to live. God has given to us the Bible so that
we can live as real people in the real world, not in some false utopia that the world
promises but never fulfills. He gave us the Scriptures to teach and instruct us to be joyful,
to have peace and happiness and to be fulfilled and be blessed in this life, for He
promises, “…I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10.
The Book you hold addresses every needful and important question that man has or will
ever ask.

ILLUMINATION: The Scriptures illuminate or give light to the mind, heart and soul as the
Holy Spirit teaches us. The Holy Spirit opens up our understanding as He teaches us the
Word of God. Consider the following verses, “And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom,

and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, Ex31:3; “The entrance of thy

words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple,” Ps. 119:130; “The fear of the LORD is the

beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding,” Prov. 9:10; “Then opened he their

understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,” Luke 24:45; “And we know that the Son of God is
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even
in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life,” 1 John 5:20; “But the anointing which ye have
received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of
all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” 1 John 2:27.

Attacks upon the Word of God concerning its Inspiration, Infallibility, Inerrancy and
Authority have been a battle for hundreds of years. It seems more now than any other time
in the past, that the question of Inspiration and Authority has become the great theological
battlefield among professing Christendom. Remember again, the very first attack of the
Devil himself was against the Word of God, “…yea hath God said…” Gen.3:1.

There is no controversy as predominate as that surrounding the Bible. It comes down to
this issue; regardless of the simplicity of the person, or the academics of the person, the
matter must be answered from the prospective of either believing what God has said, or
what the scholarly man says? Either God has providentially kept His word preserved for
us, thus, inspired, authoritative and sufficient or He has not? I believe He has and I am
convinced He indeed has! A couple hundred years ago the answer to this question was
quite uncomplicated, at least to those who were bona fide Christians, but we live in a time
where the inspiration, authority, preservation and sufficiency of the Bible is denied by
many, even among Evangelical Churches. I believe the Bible’s teaching concerning itself
rather than that of the modern scholars. As Paul would proclaim so do I, “…let GOD be
true, but every man a liar...” Romans 3:4.

The Word of God claims for itself such as authority, inspiration and sufficiency as set forth
and based upon numerous passages e.g., John 10:35; 17:17; Mark 12:24; Luke 4:17-21;
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11:25; 16:27-31; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 10:7; James 1:25; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:2; Acts
17:11-13; 20:20-32; Psalm 19, 119; Prov.30:5; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:3, 2:19-21;
Matthew 4:4-10; 5:17-20; 12:18-27; 26:52-54; Luke 10:25-26; 16:17; I Thess.2:13;
Rev.19:13.

Yes, that Bible you hold in your hands; how much does that book really mean to you? How
much do you value it? While you think about this, consider the fact that this book, we call
the Holy Scriptures, is perhaps the bloodiest book of all history. For many of its writers, sad
to say, death was the end result of their labor. For others, following centuries after the
Bible was completed and who sought to translate and fought to preserve its integrity,
would forfeit their own lives. Yes, this book which you hold in your hand was purchased
with the price of blood. In Revelation when speaking of Christ coming back it says, “And
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.”
Rev.19:13. May this cause us to have a deeper appreciation for its worth and its message!

I hope that you see the severity of the battle that rages over the Word of God. Regardless
of the past and even present attacks on the Word of God we must arm ourselves with the
shield of faith and the sword of God’s Holy Word. We must equip and support ourselves
with the Wisdom of God’s Word in order to combat and defend ourselves from these
vicious attacks on the Divine and Written Word! Consider this next quote, “In the past two
centuries the assaults against the Scriptures have become increasingly violent.” He continues to say that
we might be living in the time which the Apostle Paul wrote about, “Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away [their] ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Timothy 4:2-4.

Regardless of the cost we must be royal bearers of the standard which our Lord Jesus
Christ proclaimed without wavering conviction, “...THY WORD IS TRUTH.” John 17:17, or
else we find ourselves asking with Pilate, “...WHAT IS TRUTH?”

Finally, to also set forth the blessed supernatural characteristics that affirms and testifies to
the Divine origin of the Scriptures; which establishes its Sovereign Authority! May the
glorious truth of Scripture so inflame, enrapture and charm our hearts that it may be said
of us which is said of the Thessalonians, “…when ye received the word of God which ye
heard…ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh also in you that believe.” I Thess. 2:13. During the great movement
known in history as the Reformation a great doctrine enunciated from the Reformers,
“SOLA-SCRIPTURA ” that is, SCRIPTURE ALONE! The Word of God is the
final authority in all things and thus the rule of our faith and practice!

Deus locutus est! - God Hath Spoken!
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I would like to share this poem I wrote on the Word of God:

“Thy Word is TRUTH”

John 17:17

God has been pleased to reveal Himself to us

He gives us His Word so clear and unambiguous

From the Old Testament to the New Testament

We read of its blessed and holy development

It begins with Genesis and ends with Revelation

Teaching us creation, the fall and regeneration

The glorious prophecies of the coming of the Messiah

And about the New Covenant spoken by Jeremiah

In the Garden the first assault of Satan’s wicked lie

Was Hath God said and that he continues to imply

He leads many astray with lies entwined

To keep their eyes so completely blind

But the Bible teaches us about salvation

To give us all great hope and expectation

It speaks of His mercy, grace, love and compassion

Along with judgment, wrath and condemnation

About the saints in heaven with such joy and gladness

And unrepentant sinners in hell in their awful sadness

About the angels and seraphim’s where in heaven they dwell
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The devil and demons in chains of darkness down in hell

We are plainly told the things we need to know

He warns over and over as His Word does show

All our excuses are thwarted by His Word

Let us take heed to the things we have heard

As He reveals to us the way of salvation

He also gives us a solid foundation

The Scriptures teach us it is all of grace

With a new heart given His Word we embrace

The Word of God is quick and powerful

Sharper than any two-edged sword and insightful

Discerning the thoughts and intents of our heart

Give us grace that from your Word we will never depart

Heaven and earth shall pass away

Before any of God’s Word goes astray

One jot or one title shall in no wise pass

In contrast to our lives which are like grass?

The testimony of the Lord is sure

And the words of the Lord are very pure

The law of the Lord converts the soul

More to be desired than very fine gold

What a glorious and precious treasure
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He has given to us for our pleasure

This holy manna is given unto us to feed

It nourishes and strengthens our souls indeed

All Scripture is given by inspiration

And preserved for every generation

Inerrant, infallible and sufficient

When applied to the heart fully efficient

The Bible is also without any leaven

And it is forever settled in heaven

Stands like a great mountain that will not crumble

It’s immovable and unshakable that shall never tumble

God tells us from heaven this is my Son

In whom I am well pleased with what He has done

He tells us to hear Him, who is the only way

And the truth of the gospel which we need to obey

We must subject ourselves to His Holy Word

May it cause ours hearts to be fully stirred

It teaches us plainly that salvation is found alone in Him

Because He is the only ONE who can deliver from sin

Thus, the importance of being born from heaven above

By grace through faith He brings salvation in His great love

He quickens His Word to our hearts with power
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So that we can have assurance at death’s dying hour

God, who at sundry times and divers manners spake in time past

In these last days He speaks by His Son the first and the last

God has given us His final revelation in His Beloved Son

From Genesis to Revelation it points just to the Holy ONE

Pastor Jose F Maldonado

Let’s Pray:

Let’s Sing Psalm 19


