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Titus 2:11-12 

For the grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation for all people, 12 

training us to renounce ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age 
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The Church  

What comes to your mind when you hear the word church? 

Church: ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia) – Assembly or gathering (We are the church) 

Universal Church & Local Church (In NT usually referring to Local Church) 

• Universal Church (Invisible): All true believers for all time united to 

Christ and united to one another in Christ  

• Local Church (Visible): Specific believers in a specific place at a 

specific time (in history) 

– Essential characteristics of a Biblically obedient local church: True 

believers/converts, baptized, gather together, committed to one 

another, under qualified leadership 

– Worship/Praise God, Pray, Preach/Teach/Defend truth (Scripture), 

Fellowship together, Love/Serve one another, Fulfill great commission 

(spreading gospel, baptizing believers, making disciples), Participate 

in the Lord’s supper, Practice church discipline  
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The Local Church  
We adamantly stand against the “Corporate Business Model” that many have adopted for 

the local church, but this doesn’t mean the local church should not be organized (In it’s 

leadership, worship/praise, function) 

Where does membership come from?  

• The word member comes from 1 Corinthians 12:12 For just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ.  

• The understanding of membership comes from Scripture: Example of the churches in 

Scripture, Existence and fulfillment of church leadership, Responsibility given to the 

local church body (mutual edification through serving/loving/gifts, & church discipline) 

• Although the Scripture does not explicitly command church membership, it does clearly 

teaches the basis and function of it 

Biblical Basis for the practice of church membership 

Examples of the church in Scripture: 

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 

about three thousand souls (Acts 16:5) 

The epistles are written to local organized churches (Church in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, 

Philippi, Colossae, Thessalonica), and in Revelation 2 & 3 Jesus addresses local churches 

(Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea) 
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The Local Church  
Biblical Basis for the practice of church membership 

Existence and fulfillment of church leadership 

• Acts 14:23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting, 

they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  

• Elders/Pastors/Overseers/Bishops: Shepherd the flock of God (Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 5:1-3) 

• Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your 

souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, 

for that would be of no advantage to you. (1 Peter 5:3) 

Responsibilities given to the local church (mutual edification through serving, loving, 

using our gifts, church discipline)  

• Ephesians 4:15-16 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 

who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 

with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 

builds itself up in love. 

• 1 Corinthians 12:4-5 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good…v18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 

chose…v22 the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable..v27 Now you are the 

body of Christ and individually members of it.  

• Church Discipline Matthew 18:15-20, 1 Corinthians 5  
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The Local Church  
Showing up on Sunday morning does not fulfill your commitment and responsibility to the 

local church. We are to be experiencing life together (Community)  

• Acts 2:42-47 The Fellowship of the Believers (United in Christ) 

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 

were being saved. 

• They were devoted truth (Scripture), fellowship, prayer, had all things in common, meeting 

each other needs, breaking bread together in homes, generous, praising the Lord 

The defining characteristic of the true believer is what?  

John 13:35 “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 

Whoever does not love abides in death…V16-18 By this we know love, that he laid down his life 

for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s 

goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 

in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 7 



Marked by Love 
As committed Christians to a local church we are to be doing/practicing the following 

together: devoted to truth (Scripture), devoted to fellowship, prayer, breaking bread, 

meeting each other’s needs (physically and spiritually), maintaining unity, and using 

our gifts to build up one another.  

• In order to fulfill these things together, we must BE TOGETHER  

– Our coming together must not keep us from fulfilling our other Biblical 

responsibilities (circles) AND our fulfilling our other Biblical responsibilities must 

not keep us from fulfilling our coming together  

– If we are failing to fulfill all our responsibilities, this is evidence we have not 

prioritized our lives according to Scripture  

– There will always be a tension in striving to fulfill these responsibilities  

Hospitality 

Hospitality (generosity, love to strangers): Opening up of our homes 

• Hospitality demonstrated: Acts 16:15; 16:32; 18:3; 21:4; 21:7-8; 21:15; 

Rom 16:23; 1 Cor 16:6-7; 3 John 5-8 

• Hospitality assumed, called to and/or commanded:  

1 Timothy 5:9-10 Let a widow be enrolled if…(she) has shown hospitality 
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Marked by Love 
Hospitality (generosity, love to strangers): Opening up of homes 

1 Timothy 3:1-2 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 

desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach 

Hebrews 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. V2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unaware.  

1 Peter 4:8-9 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 

sins. v9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  

Romans 12:9-13 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. V10 

Love one another wit brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor….v13 

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality  

We must conclude from these texts that our love for one another will be manifested in 

showing hospitality to one another (bringing people into our home and therefore our lives) 

• True Christianity is the sharing of lives  

• Why is bringing someone into our home so emphasized Biblically?  

– It is a manifestation of love because hospitality is intimate, personal, costly, 

inconvenient, and it provides fellowship, nourishment, friendship, acceptance, 

refreshment, and service (exemplifies love) 

– Hospitality puts us face to face, where congregational worship is side by face  9 



Marked by Love 
Practicing hospitality without grumbling: (This is a command not a suggestion) 

• If the command of showing hospitality feels burdensome it may be that your life is not 

prioritized Biblically  

• It will be costly (Time, Privacy, Comforts, Conveniences)  

– It will cost financially but it does not have to be financially burdensome (remember 

the sweet brotherly fellowship is central)  

• You must plan the time, it will take work (Church directory, prayerfully consider the 

body, not just those who are like you or easiest to be around) (Create a calendar of when 

you will open your home)  

– Due to distances Sunday lunch may be a good time 

• Plan the evening (Some questions to ask, Prayer time, Scripture reading) 

– Set a beginning and ending time 

– Listen for needs to meet, burdens to carry, things to pray for (this is where you get to 

know people) 

• Many of you desire intimate relationships in the church, but feel like you are not 

connected 

– May I ask “How many people have you opened your home to?”  

Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves James 1:22 
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Grace Life Church Member Locations 
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