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Trinity Sunday 
2 Cor. 13:14 

Benediction for a Troubled Church 
 

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
The Setting of 2 Corinthians 
 
A church with troubles 
 
 In 2 Corinthians we see that some were rejecting the apostle Paul’s 
ministry and fostering rebellion against him. This is a very personal letter, the 
most personal of Paul’s letters, and in it Paul expresses deep emotion.  
In it he defends the integrity, devotion, and suffering of his apostolic ministry.  
 
 He also wants to strengthen the faithful majority, to gather the collection 
they had been saving for the believers in Jerusalem, and to warn those who were 
rejecting him and disparaging his apostolic ministry which was akin to rejecting 
Christ himself.  
 
 
Paul’s final word to a troubled church: 
 
Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 
What does a troubled church that has experienced turmoil need. What can Paul 
say to them? His final word is seen in 2 Cor. 13:1, which is the closing and 
summarizing point of what Paul is trying to say.  
 
What do we need in our own lives? What does our church need? Whatever we 
need, the following benediction from God’s servant Pau is extended to us:  
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Cor. 13:14 
 
Let’s now look with more detail at what Paul is saying in this verse: 
  
I. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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 Definition: Grace is the divine action of God in taking guilty sinners and 
justifying them before himself based on the reconciling work of Christ. The 
justified sinner is thus seen the eyes of God “as if he or she had never sinned.” 
 
 This the Good News of the gospel….. 
 
 The greatest need of a lost human race…. 
 
 This grace is centered in, focused on, and embodied in Jesus Christ.  
 
 What does grace look like? – see Jesus Christ. 
 
 What does a troubled church need? It needs that kind of grace that as is 
seen in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  
 
 If the brothers and sisters in a church realize afresh how undeserving they 
are of the grace of God and are washed with a fresh sense of humility – this will 
go a long way to resolving pride, boasting, arrogance, jealousy, envy and other 
types of sinful human attitudes and behavior that spill over into disrupting the 
peace and unity of a local church.  
 
 So Paul extends grace, the grace of Jesus to them.  He knows that if they 
realize afresh this great grace, that if they truly imbibe it, most of the 
interpersonal conflicts in the church will fade away.  
 
A needy church… 
What can help a needy church, a church with deep seated sinful attitudes? Can 
Paul, though as knowledgeable and devoted he is to Christ, and with his 
excellent counseling skills, can he in his own strength and the power of his 
persuasion and the intensity of his personality, bring about the fundamental 
changes needed in these believers?  
 
 Paul knows that he cannot change one attitude in one person but he does 
know who can! 
 
 It will take none other than God himself to do this kind of deep-seated 
change in human behavior.   So what Paul is essentially doing is calling on Christ 
to extend his grace to these brothers and sisters.  
 
He would be lax in his apostolic ministry if he did not go immediately to the only 
source of real help for these believers – so he goes straight the ultimate source 
of real spiritual help – he goes to Christ himself.  
 
This is his prayer, this is his cry, this is his hope, this is his deep desire, this is his 
confident expectation – that Christ will come and minister to these believers.  
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But wait! Paul is not finished with his final word to a troubled church.  
 
Listen to the next part of his final sentence:  
 
II. and the love of God 
 
Think about this. Besides the grace of Jesus Christ, what is the greatest antidote 
to hatred and strife and fightings and anger and jealousy among people?  
 
It would be to have the love of God poured into their hearts. Think about the 
hatred and violence that some sects of another great world religion that is 
predominant in the Middle East carry out against one another. There are 
murders, mass murders, nearly every day.  
But what radical change happens when the love of the true God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, is poured into their hearts.  
 
Then something happens that they have not experienced before: there is 
forgiveness, there is love, there is kindness and consideration.  
 
Something like this happens to people everywhere when the love of God enters 
their lives.  
 
How do explain the radical change of attitude, of orientation, of behavior in a man 
like Saul of Tarsus? Absolutely indoctrinated, trained, discipled committed to the 
last drop in his hatred of Jesus Christ and all those who followed him. Yet in one 
day he was changed so that when he met the risen Christ and was filled with his 
Spirit, he became a new man. Instead of hatred toward Christ and his people 
there was love. Instead of persecution there was devotion. Instead of violence 
there was sacrificial service.  
 
It can be truly said that something supernatural happened to Paul and happens 
to all those who come to God through faith in Christ. They are radically and 
absolutely changed from the inside out. A new power, a new presence is placed 
within their breasts, it is the presence and power of the living God through his 
Spirit. And in particular it is the love of God.  
 
How do you explain a God who would send his own beloved Son to the world to 
rescue rebels who had committed spiritual treason against his divine majesty, 
who had rejected his authority, who ignored his revelation, who aggrandized 
glory that should belong to God to themselves, who were perfectly happy to live 
independent of God their creator, who cared not for his presence in their lives – 
how do you explain a God who would by-pass all this negative rejection of 
himself and then overcome and overrule all of this sinfulness? Why would he 
even bother to try to help them? 
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Why does a parent still long for reconciliation when their child rejects their care 
and goes off to live a rebellious life, cutting off the family ties? It is because of 
that parental love which is nearly unquenchable.  
 
How much greater is the love of God. How do we know God is love?  
We see the answer in the first epistle of John: 4:9-10: 
 
 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that (U)God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, (V)not that 
we have loved God (W)but that he loved us and sent his Son to be (X)the 
propitiation for our sins.  
 
Humanly speaking it is against our sinful nature to love those who reject us, who 
hate us, who rebel against us. But God’s love is greater and deeper and stronger 
that our weak human love and he proved this by sending his Son to suffer and 
die for rebellious sinners.  
 
What would happen if this kind of divine love, the love of God, were to be poured 
into human hearts? Something supernatural would happen – something that 
would be impossible unless the creator God himself brought it about.  
 
Listen these words of the form Christian hater and Christian killer and Christian 
persecutor, the apostle Paul as he writes to primarily Gentile believers, people he  
would have despised as unclean pagans before he met Christ:  1 Thess. 2: 7-8: 
  
7 But we were (T)gentle[c] among you, (U)like a nursing mother taking care of her 
own children. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share 
with you not only the gospel of God (V)but also our own selves, because you had 
become very dear to us. 
Paul himself had experienced the life-changing love of God which had been 
poured into his Pharisaical, prideful, Christ-hating heart and now that only thing 
that mattered to him in life become to know Christ deeper and serve him faithfully 
and to serve his church, his people, and help to know and love Christ.  
 
This love of God that Paul experienced he pronounced upon the Corinthian 
church: let the love of God Almighty, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, fall 
upon you, O  Corinthians, and fill your heart with divine love so that you are 
overwhelmed with the love of God and so you will love your brothers and sisters 
with that same kind of love which will chase about factionalism and division and 
disunity and lack of love and instead bring about a commonality of heart and 
mind and service and unity among diverse believers so that the world will be 
amazed and say, “Behold, how those Christians love one another!” 
 
Paul is praying for the very presence of the Creator God to come into their lives 
and to fill them with one of the fundamental attributes of God’s nature: his love. 
This is what we call one of God’s communicable attributes – a characteristic of 
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his nature that can be extended and give to his people so they can take on this 
kind of emotion, of action, of service, in their own lives and thus reflect their God 
and become more like him.  
 
Paul is no less than pronouncing the love from the throne of God himself upon 
this troubled church. It is not something less than the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but it is something related to grace and connected to it  and it flows not 
specifically in this instance from Christ but from God  the Father.  
 
What has Paul done so far in this benediction for a troubled church? He has 
called upon two of the persons of the triune Godhead to bless these people with 
divine help and divine power.  
 
But wait! Paul is not finished yet. As if  the grace of Jesus Christ and the love of 
God were not enough to extend to this church, Paul now adds a third blessing:  
 
III. and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
One of the interpersonal problems in the Corinthian church had been the 
disruption of fellowship, of disruption in the unity of the church, because of 
cliquishness, because of loyalty to human teachers, because of jealousy and 
strife, of worldly pride, and so forth. 
 
What does a church with these kinds of problems need? It needs the very 
presence of the Spirit of God who is the divine unifier of the church, who takes 
the diverse backgrounds of the people in a local church and molds them into one 
people with a common devotion and commitment and loyalty and goal. Paul 
wrote in Ephesians 4:3-6: 
 
 …eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in(H)the bond of peace. 4 There 
is (I)one body and (J)one Spirit—just as you were called to the one (K)hope that 
belongs to your call— 5 (L)one Lord, (M)one faith, (N)one baptism, 6 (O)one God and 
Father of all, (P)who is over all and through all and in all. 
 
What happens to a broken human being who is cut off from God and cut off from 
his fellow humans because of his sins, and then the presence of the HS enters 
his life? Because the HS is God’s Spirit, because he is God, he radically changes 
the man or woman so that they become reconciled to God and to one another. 
They become people who desire above nothing else to be connected to their 
God and to love and serve fellow believers in the church and work together with 
the church for the glory of God in the earth. 
 
What power on earth can change independent, selfish, prideful people into 
people who care more for others as much as or more than for themselves? There 
is no medicine, there is no psychological therapy, no re-education that can do 
this – only God himself through his blessed Spirit can accomplish this.  
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And so Paul has one again appealed to another person of the Godhead, to the 
Holy Spirit. He knows that the people in the Corinthian church continuously need 
the help of the divine Spirit, the person of the Spirit, to change their disunity to 
unity, their factionalism into commonality of purpose and goal.  
 
1 Cor 13:14 is then Paul’s benediction to a troubled church. “Benediction” of 
course literally means “good saying.” He is the chosen apostle of Jesus Christ 
and this is his pronouncement on this church. He is calling upon not just one, not 
just two, but all three persons of the one God to come to this church and fill them 
and heal them and help them and bless them.  
 
You notice there that there is absolute equality demonstrated in the three 
persons in this benediction to whom Paul is calling upon the fall upon the 
Corinthian believers.  
 
As we know as we examine all the Biblical evidence, Christianity,  in fulfillment of 
OT Judaism, strictly adheres to confession and belief in one God, the Creator 
and Sustainer and Governor of all things.  
 
Paul is not appealing  to three Gods but one God who has eternally existed and 
revealed himself as three persons. The Father is distinct from the Son in function, 
but not less than him in glory, power and divinity. The Father sent the Son to us 
and the Son became incarnate and died and rose for our salvation.  
 
Likewise, the HS is distinct from the Father and Son in his function in regards to 
our salvation: the Spirit reveals the Word to us, glorifies Christ and works his 
saving, sanctifying grace in our hearts. And he is not less in glory ,power, and 
divinity than the Father  or the Son.  
 
These 3 persons in the one called we call the Trinity. This is our God, this is our 
Savior through Christ, this is the one who sends his Spirit to fill our lives and heal 
our sinful hearts.  
 
This is the God that the trouble Corinthian church needed and the God who 
came to the Corinthians and did a great work of salvation among them.  
 
Brothers and sisters, this is our God also.  He is here among us in his threefold 
personhood to save us and sanctify us and to incorporate us into his eternal 
kingdom.  
 
May same God whom Paul called upon in the Corinthian’s behalf also come to 
you:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.  


