
John (40)                       Hymns 271, 96, 431 

 

If you remember, chapter six largely contains two parts—the miracle of bread (vv1-25), and the message about 

bread (vv26-71)—thus beginning at v26 our Savior speaks about Himself as the bread of life, that was pictured 

in the previous miracle of multiplying the bread and fish... 

 

Thus far within His discourse—our Savior has largely exhorted His hearers not to labor for food that perishes, 

but for the food that endures to everlasting life (v27)—believe in Him whom the Father sent (v29)—and to 

come to Him for eternal life (v35)... 

 

From v36, our Savior begins to rebuke them for their unbelief, and explains to them why He will have a people 

to believe in Him—for He has come down from heaven, to do the will of His Father, or to effectually save a 

people... 

 

I.    The Jews Unbelief—v36  

II.   The Savior's Confidence—v37  

III.  The Father's Will or Desire—vv38-40  

 

I.    The Jews Unbelief—v36  

 

1. For all that our Savior has said, the Jews continued in their unbelief—the first word of v36 is tragic—

BUT... 

2. V36—"But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe"—our Savior is likely thinking 

back to v26... 

3. V26—"Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of 

the loaves and were filled..." 

4. The Jews saw our Savior perform numerous miracles—they saw Him—and yet, they continued in 

unbelief... 

5. Thus—our Savior continued to rebuke them, and point out their unbelief—they refused to believe on 

Him...   

6. Now—here let me make two simple applications—[1] those who continue in unbelief are to be blamed for 

their unbelief... 

7. [2] Those who continue in unbelief must still be told the gospel—thus our Savior continues to invite them 

to Himself (v58—'He who eats this bread will live forever')...   

 

II.   The Savior's Confidence—v37 

 

1. V37—"All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out..." 

2. That is—although you are unwilling to come to Me that you may have life, there will be others who will 

come... 

3. Or perhaps I could put it like this—The fact that you're unwilling to come, will in no way spoil the plan 

and purpose of My Father... 

4. J.C. Ryle—"Your unbelief does not move me or surprise me. I foresaw it, and have been aware of it. 

Nevertheless, your unbelief will not prevent God's purposes talking effect. Some will believe though you 

remain unbelieving..." 

5. [1] He has an elect people—"All that the Father gives Me" v39—"all that He has given Me"—this is a past 

gift... 

6. This of course refers to the Father's gift of an elect people to the Son, in eternity past, in the covenant of 

redemption... 

7. They were given to the Son both as an obligation and reward—an obligation in that He would become 

their surety... 

8. They were put into His hand, or given to Him by way of responsibility—He agreed to come and pay their 

debt... 
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9. But they were also given to Him by way of reward—in paying for their debt, He receives them as His 

bride... 

10. Now—I trust this necessarily means—not every person is given to the Son—the Father gives the Son an 

elect people... 

11. Or put another way—these people first belonged to the Father by way of election before He gives them to 

Christ... 

12. Jn.17:6—"They were Yours, You gave them to Me...v9 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and 

I am glorified in them..." 

13. [2] His people shall come to Him—"All that the Father gives Me will come to Me"—not might, but WILL 

come to Me...  

14. This refers to them coming to Him in time by faith—every person given to Him by the Father will be 

saved... 

15. Put more theologically—election isn't salvation, but is UNTO salvation—election ensures calling and 

conversion.. 

16. Every person given to the Son by the Father—will of necessity come to Christ in time, to be saved from 

sin... 

17. [3] He shall never cast them out—"All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes 

to Me I will by no means cast out..."  

18. The phrase "by no means" is actually a double negative—a very strong way to underscore the negation of 

something... 

19. What is here strongly negated—"I will by no means cast you"—that is—I will ever reject, refuse, or 

disown you..." 

20. John Gill—"The words are very strongly and emphatically expressed in the original, "I will not, not, or 

never, never, cast out "; or cast out of doors. Christ will never cast them out of his affections; nor out of his 

arms; nor out of that family that is named of him; nor out of, and from his church, which is his body, and 

of which they are members; nor out of a state of justification and salvation; and therefore they shall never 

perish, but have everlasting life..." 

21. But—I think the words have a more direct reference to acceptance—He will never turn away those who 

come to Him... 

22. Those who come to Him for salvation—will always find a willing and open hearted Savior—"I will not 

cast out..." 

23. Jn.10:25-30—"Jesus answered them, I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My 

Father's name, they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said 

to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and 

they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them 

to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are 

one..." 

24. [a] He has an elect people, v26—"you are not of My sheep v27 My sheep...v29 My Father, who has given 

hem to Me..." 

25. [b] His people shall come to Him, v27—"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me..." 

26. [c] He shall never cast them out, v28—"And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither 

shall anyone snatch them out of My hand..." 

27. John Gill—"The three glorious doctrines of grace, of eternal election, efficacious grace in conversion, and 

the final perseverance of the saints, are clearly contained in these words..." 

 

III.  The Father's Will or Desire—vv38-40 

 

1. The first English word of v38 is important "FOR"—as it indicates the reason behind His confidence of 

v37... 

2. That is—the reason why He's sure all that the Father gives Him will come to Him, is because He has come 

to ensure it... 

3. V38—"For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me the 

Father]..." 
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4. The Son came into this world, through His incarnation, to do His Father's will, as agreed upon in that 

eternal covenant... 

5. From eternity past—the Father gave a people to the Son, and the Son agreed in time, to come and redeem 

them... 

6. Thus—all that the Son does, from His incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and session—is all 

in fulfilment to His Father's will... 

7. Now—when our Savior says—"He has not come to do His own will"—He doesn't mean His will is at odds 

with His Father's... 

8. But it simply means—as the eternally begotten Son—there is an economic submission of the Son to the 

Father... 

9. The Father sends the Son, the Son doesn't send the Father—the Father begets the Son, the Son doesn't 

beget the Father... 

10. Thus—the will of the Father and the will of the Son are one—the Son does the will of the Father—

willingly... 

11. Jn.4:34—"My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work"—it was the Son's 

delight... 

12. Now—what expressly that will entailed is then told us in vv39-40—thus both verses begin with the same 

expression... 

13. V39—"This is the will of the Father who sent Me" v40—"And this is the will of Him who sent Me"—both 

verses then continue—"that"... 

14. V39—"that of all He has given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day" v40—"that 

everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life..." 

15. [1] It is the Father's will that of all He has given Christ, nothing should be lost, v39—"This is the will of 

the Father who sent me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last 

day..." 

16. Here we find the will of the Father that the Son came to do—to save, sanctify, preserve, and glorify the 

elect... 

17. Now—as we shall see when we get to v44, both the Father and Spirit, work with the Son in this great 

work... 

18. But—as our Mediator, the work of salvation, from beginning to last, is the result of Christ's blood 

redemption... 

19. That is—every aspect of our salvation, from calling to glorification, is in virtue of His death and 

resurrection... 

20. Perhaps I can put this another way—in Christ's death we have purchased for us everything we need for 

salvation... 

21. The faith and repentance we need to come to Him is bought by blood—the grace to sanctify and preserve 

us are bought by blood—and the grace to raise us from the dead is bought by blood—this is all the work of 

Christ... 

22. Jn.17:12—"While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 

have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled..." 

23. Now—I've turned you to this text because there are those who believe it undoes or contradicts all that I've 

said... 

24. If Judas was given to Christ and was lost—then doesn't this run contrary to election, effectual calling, and 

preservation... 

25. Well—the quick answer is NO—and for the simple reason—every person give to Christ by the Father was 

kept... 

26. V12—"While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those who You gave Me I have 

kept"; and none of them (those given to Him) is lost..." 

27. Judas is identified as the exception—or the only one that wasn't kept, and the reason is, He was give to 

Christ... 

28. My friends to put it rather plainly—if Christ loses any of His sheep—then He's failed to do the will of His 

Father... 
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29. [2] It is the Father's will that everyone who believes in Christ has eternal life, v40—"And this is the will of 

Him who sent me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I 

will raise him up at the last day..." 

30. This verse beautifully expands upon v39—it's the Father's will that Christ save the elect, and this is how 

He' will do it... 

31. Each one of them, without exception, will come to see the Son, believe in Him, have eternal life, and be 

raised up at the last day...  

32. But—what's interesting about v40 is that our Savior purposelessly words it in the widest and broadest 

sense... 

33. V40—"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may 

have everlasting life..."  

34. In the most narrow sense, what our Savior is saying is this—It's the will of My Father that those who 

believe have eternal life... 

35. But notice how our Savior puts it—"that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him"—perhaps I can 

paraphrase it—It is the will of My Father, for Me to give eternal life, to every person who sees their need 

of Me and comes to Me... 

36. In other words—while it's true that only the elect will come—here our Savior, as it were, opens to the door 

to all who will come... 

37. A.W. Pink—"Christ had just spoken of the Father's counsels. He had disclosed the fact that the success of 

His ministry depended not on man's will – for that was known to be, in every case, so perverse as to reject 

the Savior – but on the drawing power of the Father. But here He leaves, as it were, the door wide open to 

any one any where who is disposed to enter: that every one which sees the Son, and believes on him, may 

have everlasting life..." 

38. Thus by—"whoever sees the Son and believes in Him"—our Savior is making a play off what He said 

earlier... 

39. V36—"But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe"—notice, they saw Him but did not 

believe... 

40. Matt.13:14—"In them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear and shall not 

understand, and seeing you will see and not perceive..." 

41. Here our Savior says—"whoever sees the Son and believes in Him"—that is—whoever sees Him with the 

eyes of faith...  

42. Whoever sees Him as He is (the Son of Man and Savior of the world)—whoever sees themselves as they 

are (sinners)... 

 

IV. Two Wonderful Lessons    

 

1. Here—I want to suggest that this passage provides us with two wonderful lessons—comfort for saints, and 

encouragement for sinners... 

2. You know—as I've been working through this sixth chapter two great truths have immerged, and they are 

beautifully brought together in this passage... 

3. On the one hand, we have the sovereignty of God and the particularness of His grace, but then on the other 

hand, the freeness and openness of God's love and grace in Christ.... 

4. These two truths combine to suggest two great lessons—The gospel brings comfort for saints, and 

encouragement for sinners... 

5. [1] Comfort for Saints—surely brethren this passage provides great comfort for poor, weak, and needy 

Christians... 

6. [a] You belong to Christ—You've been give to the Son, by the Father, from eternity, as a reward for His 

labors... 

7. My friends, I really don't think we truly grasp how glorious a truth this is—I have been give to Christ by 

the Father... 

8. I no longer belong to himself but to Christ—I was given to Him by the Father and He bought me with His 

own blood... 

9. Now—this great truth is a comfort, but it's also a responsibility, in that, our body and soul belong to 

Christ... 
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10. 1Cor.6:19-20—"Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 

you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in 

your body and in your spirit, which are God's..."  

11. Thus—Christians belong to Christ in two ways—first as a slave belongs to his master—we are His 

property... 

12. This is actually the imagery behind 1Cor.6—Christ bought us from the slave market—to be His own 

slaves... 

13. But—we not only belong to Christ as slaves—but also as His Bride—we belong to Him byway of 

covenant... 

14. Now—here I want to speak for a few minutes about election—a truth that is oftentimes misunderstood by 

Christians... 

15. Throughout the NT especially, the truth of election is almost always a source of great comfort for God's 

people... 

16. In other words—the truth that the Father chose a people that He gave to His Son—was never intended to 

be a topic of debate but comfort... 

17. It's for this reason—the only reason given in Scripture for election is love—love is the reason He elected a 

people... 

18. Eph.1:4-5—"In love He predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 

good pleasure of His will..." 

19. Notice sovereign and undeserved love is at the roots of election—but notice the phrase—"He predestined 

us to adoption by Jesus Christ to Himself..." 

20. How do you know you've been elected—well this is rather simple—you have, by faith, come to Christ for 

salvation... 

21. V37—"All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me"—every elect person, will in time be brought to 

faith... 

22. Thus—our coming to Christ—is prove or evidence of our election—we know we're elect because we 

believe... 

23. 1Thess.1:4-5—"knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. For our gospel did not come to you in 

word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit...and you became followers of us and of the Lord..." 

24. [b] You are kept by Christ—we find this in two places—first Christ expressly says He will never cast us 

out—and then, in v39 we learn—it's the will of the Father that Christ not lose anything entrusted to His 

care...  

25. Thus—we are kept by two things—the promise of Christ, and the purpose of the Father—promise and  

purpose... 

26. Heb.6:17-18—"Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability 

of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to 

lie, we might have strong consolation, who  have fed for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us..." 

27. [c] You will be raised by Christ—there is a necessary connection between being given to Christ and raised 

by Christ...  

28. Rom.8:29-30—"For whom He foreknew, He also predestined...Moreover whom He predestined, these he 

also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified..." 

29. This is an unbreakable chain—every person He foreknew (fore-loved), He predestined, calls, justifies, and 

glorifies... 

30. Heidelberg Catechism—"Q. What is your only comfort, in life and in death? A. That I belong—body and 

soul, in life and in death—not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own 

blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he 

protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, 

that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of 

eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him..." 

31. [2] Encouragement for Sinners—this passage not only provides comfort for saints, but great incentive for 

sinners... 

32. It's always possible, and dare I say likely, that many poor sinners, struggle and stumble in coming to 

Christ... 



 6 

33. They are learning about their need and Christ's salvation—but there remains lingering doubts and 

hindrances... 

34. I believe especially v37 and v40—provide an abundance of help in removing those doubts and 

hindrances... 

35. V37—"All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out..." 

36. V40—"And this is the will of him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may 

have everlasting life..." 

37. Thus—in closing I want to anticipate several objections that a poor sinner might have concerning Christ's 

reception of him...  

38. [a] I'm too BAD—that is—I've done things too serious for God to accept me—I've been a secret sinner too 

long... 

39. Or perhaps—you haven't indulged in secret sin so much as you've harboured in your heat a self-righteous 

spirit... 

40. Perhaps you've even harboured in your heart, all sorts of doubts and evil thoughts about God Himself and 

others... 

41. Well—let me remind you who our Savior is here speaking to—He's speaking to hypocritical, unbelieving 

Jews...   

42. John Bunyan—"Sinner, the greater sinner thou art, the greater need of mercy thou hast, and the more will 

Christ be glorified thereby. Come then, come and try; come, taste and see how good the Lord is to an 

undeserving sinner..." 

43. [b] I'm too GOOD—that is—I really haven't done anything openly bad—I've never robed a bank or 

murdered someone...  

44. I'm unsure whether or not God has taught me of my guilt yet—I'm not sure if I truly feel sorry for all my 

sins... 

45. Now—as we shall see in v45—that if any person is ever to come to Christ—they must first learn certain 

things... 

46. And when we come to that text we shall see—that essential to coming to Christ is a true knowledge of our 

sin...  

47. But—dear friends—lack of rightly knowing your sins is sin—and for this reason who desperately need 

Christ... 

48. But you might ask—will He ever turn me away if I don't know my sin enough—NO—not if you come to 

Him for life... 

49. [c] I'm too WEAK—I've read the Bible and know, that left to myself I lack all and any ability to come to 

Christ... 

50. Well this is true—left to yourself you lack all ability to come to Christ—you are void of all spiritual life in 

yourself... 

51. But listen to this—there is all the spiritual life you need in Christ—this is why He's come—to give life to 

the world... 

52. Thus—coming to Christ for life as a dead sinner is not wrong—this is the very reason Christ invites you to 

come—that you may life that's eternal (Jn.5:41—'And you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may 

have life')... 

53. I think this may be the reason our Savior varies the imagery of faith—it's the feet that comes to Him—the 

mouth that eats Him—and the eyes that look to Him... 

54. All you need to do poor sinner, even if you're too weak to come to Him—simply look to Him and believe 

in Him... 

 

 

  


