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Message:  God Wins!
Text:         Revelation 6:9-17; 8:1

Introduction

  A.  While at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, I enrolled in a course on 
Revelation offered to Th.M. and Ph.D. students, taught by Dr. Vern Poythress.   Vern is a 
very bright individual with 5 graduate degrees, including a MLitt from the University of 
Cambridge, England, a ThD from the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, and a
PhD in mathematics from Harvard University.  Vern is so bright that at times he might
appear a little eccentric.  I heard that during his lectures to MDiv students, when he would
occasionally go into elevated intellectual heights, leaving the students behind, they’d look
at each other and say, “There goes Vern into hyperspace.”  But I greatly benefitted from
his approach to understanding the structure of Revelation and how to go about reading it
for profit.

  B.  Vern related to our class that during a week day when he had stopped by a Presbyterian 
church, as he was leaving the building he passed an elderly church custodian sitting on 
the steps, reading a Bible during his lunch hour.  Vern spoke to him and asked, “What are 
you reading?”  “Revelation,” the custodian replied. Vern, being a scholar who was 
teaching Revelation at the PhD level, and thinking he might be able to briefly offer a little 
help to the man, asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  “Yes,” the man    
confidently replied to Vern’s surprise.  “Well what do you think it is saying?” inquired 
Vern.  “God wins!” replied the custodian.  Vern saw no need to add anything further.

  C.  The custodian really did capture a dominant feature of the book of Revelation, that in spite
of all the wars, disease, death, persecutions, that God’s victory in Christ over the kingdom
of this world under the control of the devil comes to a glorious conclusion at the second
coming of Jesus Christ, when He comes in great power and glory to judge the world in
righteous, to deliver His people and remove all unbelievers from the face of the earth,,
and to recreate a new heavens and a new earth in which those Christ has redeemed will
dwell and serve in the presence and glory of their Lord forever.

  D.  God’s final victory in the Second Coming of Christ is consistently highlighted elsewhere by
Christ’s apostles in their New Testament writings which Christ inspired, so that we would
not grow faint or give way to temptation, but persevere through trials in hope.  E.g. Paul
and Peter, ...

Titus 2:11   For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously
and godly in the present age,  looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 13

glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  who gave Himself for us to redeem 14

us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds. 



1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

  E.  What Christ shows his apostle John and commands him to record in the book of Revelation 
is that though Christ’s church is appointed to face great tribulation until Christ returns, He 
will come in glory and power to deliver us and make all things new.  That is to be the 
hope of all who believe, enabling us to persevere in tribulation (Romans 12:12).  And so
Christ makes the revelation of His glory at His Second Coming a  dominant focus of this
book.  How does Christ do this? By making His return prominent ...

      1. ... in the opening and closing chapters of the book, where Christ’s glorious return is 
highlighted, serving as bookends to Revelation.

Revelation 1:7  BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye
will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over
Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

Revelation 22:12   "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done. ...  He who testifies to these things says, 20

"Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” 

      2. ... in repeated visions of Christ’s Second Coming throughout the book, the first being 
6:12-17.

I.  6:12-17; 8:1  God’s Final Victory at Christ’s Second Coming

  A.  Until Jesus returns, the church will suffer tribulation, persecution, slander, martyrdom by the 
world under the power of the evil one, Satan.

      1.  We see this pictured in Revelation 12

Revelation 12:9    And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. ...  And when the dragon saw that he13

was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male
child. ...  So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war 17

with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. 

      2.  We see the outworking of this in the churches of John’s day.

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 



Revelation 2:8  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ...  'I know your9

tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they
are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  'Do not fear what you are about to 10

suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be
tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death ....”

      3.  We hear the longing for the devil’s domination and injustice to be judged and ended in the 
voice of the martyrs in heaven.

Revelation 6:9   When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls
of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony
which they had maintained;  and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O 10

Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?"  And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they 11

were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow
servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be
completed also. 

      4.  The answer to their question is answered by Christ’s breaking the 6  and 7  seals.th th

  B.  6:12-14 The first creation comes to an end at Christ’s second coming.

Revelation 6:12   I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole
moon became like blood;  and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts 13

its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.  The sky was split apart like a scroll 14

when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

      1.  That this describes Christ’s Second Coming is evident from Jesus using the same words 
and figures in His Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24; Mark 13.  E.g., ...

Matthew 24:29   "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL
BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE
STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30

"And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE
CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.  "And He will send forth His 31

angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect
from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. ...  "Heaven and earth will 35

pass away, but My words will not pass away. 

      2.  Christ inspired Peter to describe His coming attended by the same cataclysmic events.

2 Peter 3:3   Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts,  and saying, "Where is the promise of His 4



coming? ...   But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens10

will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and
the earth and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things are to be destroyed 11

in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  looking 12

for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  But according 13

to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells.

  C.  6:15-17  The reaction of unbelievers on earth.

Revelation 6:15   Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the
commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  and they said to 16

the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him
who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  for the great day of their 17

wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

      1.  Notice that 7 classes of individuals are listed, perhaps signifying that all unbelievers will 
incur the wrath of God and Christ.  All the tribes of the earth will mourn, and the
unrighteous will shrink back at His coming.

Revelation 1:7   BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will
see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over
Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

1 John 2:28   Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

      2.  The day of Christ’s coming is not only a day of destruction of the present creation, but a
day of wrath in which every unbeliever will be destroyed.  No one survives the return of
Christ who is not “in Christ,” united with Him through faith in Him.  The language is
drawn from the OT prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 34:2   For the LORD'S indignation is against all the nations, and His wrath
against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to
slaughter. ...  And all the host of heaven will wear away, and the sky will be rolled up 4

like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away as a leaf withers from the vine, or as
one withers from the fig tree. 

2 Peter 3:7  But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for
fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

Romans 2:5   But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of



God, 

  C.  With the breaking of the 7  seal, the wicked and unbelieving will be silenced before the th

judgment seat of God/Christ, a judgment implied in 6:17.

Revelation 8:1   When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven
for about half an hour. 

 
     1.  Hannah, Samuel’s mother, prophesied that one day all the wicked will be silenced before 

the judgment of the Lord.

1 Samuel 2:9  "He keeps the feet of His godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in
darkness; For not by might shall a man prevail.  "Those who contend with the LORD 10

will be shattered; Against them He will thunder in the heavens, The LORD will judge
the ends of the earth;

      2.  All the earth will stand silent before the Lord when He comes to judge the world in 
righteousness.

   Habakkuk 2:20   "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before
Him." 

Romans 3:19   Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are
under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become
accountable to God; 

   Zephaniah 1:7  Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near ....

      3.  The answer to the question of 6:17, “Who is able to stand?” is answered by the 2 visions 
in chapter 7 (which Lord willing, we will cover in the coming weeks).  

  D.  So Christ returns and God wins.  Christ’s reinforces our hope in His return by repeated 
visions of His Second Coming.  

      1.  E.g., the 7  trumpet of 11:15-19.  Here the vision of Christ’s coming includes the reaction th

in heaven.
 

Revelation 11:15   Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."  And the twenty-four elders, who sit on 16

their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God,  saying, "We give You 17

thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your
great power and have begun to reign.  "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath 18

came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-
servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the



great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."

      2.  E.g., the 7  bowl of 16:15-20th

Revelation 16:15  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays
awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see
his shame.")  And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called 16

Har-Magedon.  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud 17

voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  And there were 18

flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake,
such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake
was it, and so mighty.  The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the 19

nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the
wine of His fierce wrath.  And every island fled away, and the mountains were not 20

found. 

      3.  E.g., 19:11ff

Revelation 19:11   And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who
sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.

 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name12

written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  He is clothed with a robe dipped 13

in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  And the armies which are in 14

heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15

From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name 16

written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." ...  And the beast was   20

seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21

And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on
the horse, .... 

      4.  Show slide of repeated cycles of Christ’s appearing in Revelation.  Show slides of   
scenes/visions/symbols changing but the substance remains the same.

II.  We Share in Christ’s Victory By a Faith in Him that Overcomes the World Under 
Satan’s Power.

  A.  This hope of God’s final victory at the Second Coming of His Son, Jesus Christ, is intended 
to strengthen our faith so that we overcome the world, even as Christ overcame the world. 

      1.  John writes in 1 John 5:4  



1 John 5:4   For whatever is born of God overcomes (nikao) the world; and this is the
victory that has overcome (nikao) the world-- our faith. 

      2.  Therefore, the Greek verb nikao = to overcome is the prominent application of this hope.  
Christ calls to overcome by faith in the Coming One.

Revelation 2:7  'To him who overcomes (nikao), I will grant to eat of the tree of life
which is in the Paradise of God.' 

Revelation 2:11   'He who overcomes (nikao) will not be hurt by the second death.' 

Revelation 2:17   'To him who overcomes (nikao), to him I will give some of the hidden
manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no
one knows but he who receives it.' 

Revelation 2:26   'He who overcomes (nikao), and he who keeps My deeds until the end,
TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;’ 

Revelation 3:5   'He who overcomes (nikao) will thus be clothed in white garments; and I
will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels. 

Revelation 3:12   'He who overcomes (nikao), I will make him a pillar in the temple of
My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name. 

Revelation 3:21   'He who overcomes (nikao), I will grant to him to sit down with Me on
My throne, as I also overcame (nikao) and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

Revelation 5:5   and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is
from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome (nikao) so as to open the book
and its seven seals." 

Revelation 15:2   And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who
had been victorious (nikao) over the beast and his image and the number of his name,
standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God. 

Revelation 17:14   "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
(nikao) them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him
are the called and chosen and faithful." 

Revelation 21:7   "He who overcomes (nikao) will inherit these things, and I will be his
God and he will be My son. 



  B.  We overcome through Christ Who loved us.

Romans 8:35  Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  Just as it is written, "FOR 36

YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE
CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  But in all these things we 37

overwhelmingly conquer (hupernikao) through Him who loved us. 

Conclusion

  A.  This Memorial Day weekend thousands of people will place flowers, flags, and crosses at
the graves of fallen warriors in our nation’s wars.  Some of the fallen were on the winning
side, some on the losing side, but all lost to the last enemy, death.

  B.  Not so with our Divine Warrior, God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  This weekend we don’t lay
flowers at His grave. This Lord’s Day, and every first day of the week is a memorial, not
to His death, but by His resurrection, which holds the promise of our resurrection at His
glorious return!  In the end, God in Christ wins!  And we who belong to Christ will share
in His victory!  This hope will not disappoint.  Therefore, we are to be a people as
described in Romans 12:12 ...

  Romans 12:12   rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 

  C.  As the hymn writer, Charles Wesley exhorts us ...

Rejoice the Lord is King; Your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up you voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope!  Our Lord and Judge shall come
And take His servants up to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
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