
         EXPOSITION OF JOSHUA                                            p. 191 
 

Message #38                                                                                                            Joshua 23:1-13 
 
Every now and then something happens that causes people to think about whether or not they 
have a will.  Just recently a major entertainer died and he did not leave any will so things have 
become a legal nightmare.  The cry of the world is make sure you have a will so when you die all 
of your affairs are in order.  Now we think there is wisdom in this.  There is wisdom in making 
certain that things are in order when we die. 
 
What is so impressive about Joshua is that the thing he thought most about before he died 
was that people had their lives in order and did the will of God.  Joshua’s final concern in life 
was that people do the will of God. 
 
Joshua was a great leader for God.  He was the one chosen by God to take Israel into her 
Promised Land.  He was Moses’ replacement.  There are some key similarities with the two: 
1) Both were chosen by God. 
2) Both had a special encounter with God in which they took off their shoes (i.e. 5:13-15). 
3) Both held out a staff during battle (Josh. 8:26/Ex. 17:8-12). 
4) Both built an altar for God (Josh. 8:30/Ex. 17:15-16) 
5) Both gave a farewell address. 
 
The primary concern that Joshua had as he was about to die was that Israel stay faithful to God. 
He was not concerned about his funeral or his home; he was concerned about the spiritual status 
of the nation.  What we see here is this: 
 
WHEN IT COMES TIME FOR A GREAT LEADER OF GOD TO LEA VE, HIS 
PRIMARY CONCERN IS THE FUTURE SPIRITUAL CONDITION O F THOSE HE IS 
LEAVING. 
 
Every now and then some crazed religious kook like Jim Jones or David Koresh tries to convince 
people to die with them.  Never do true Biblical leaders try to get their followers to try to die 
with them.  They try to get them to live their lives for the Lord. 
 
There are three main observations we may make from these verses: 
 
OBSERVATION #1 – Joshua records his circumstances.  23:1 
 
It must have seemed to Joshua that it was just like yesterday when he was young (Ex. 33:11).  
Time flies.  He had used his life and time wisely.  He served Moses; he spied for Moses; he was 
a soldier for Moses and he became a speaker for Moses.  The years were now gone. 
 
All enemies were not yet out of the land, but what we learn here is that Joshua still enjoyed many 
days of peace and rest.  For Joshua, the hot warfare was over.  He was able to rest.  The text says 
that he was “old, advanced in years.”  We know from Joshua 24:29 that he was somewhere near 
110-years-old and he was able to enjoy those twilight years of his life. 
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Some older people do not want to admit they are older.  Spiritual people do admit it and they still 
live their lives for the glory of God.  Verse 1 informs us that Joshua lived in peace “many days.” 
 
We live our lives within a time frame controlled by God.  When we get older, what will really 
matter is whether or not we had a life that counted for God.  But what a blessing it truly is when 
we can live our lives in peace “many days.” 
 
OBSERVATION #2 – Joshua calls all Israel together.  23:2a 
 
There were some people who had been with Joshua since day one.  Caleb and Phinehas lived 
through every battle with this great man of God.  Battles put meat on your bones.  They will tell 
you who your friends are. 
 
I was interested in an interview that Sean Hannity did with Donald Trump Jr..  He asked him 
what his father told them when he first decided to run for President.  One of the things he said 
was “we are about to discover who our friends really are.” 
 
Israel was organized.  It had Elders, heads of families, judges and officers.  In order to have a 
society that functions properly, there must be organized leadership. 
 
We may remember that when Paul sent Titus to the island of Crete, one of the first things he told 
him was to ordain elders in every city.  Why?  Because the truth is leadership is very critical to 
the church of God.  Established leadership is critical to any true work of God. 
 
OBSERVATION #3 – Joshua speaks to Israel.  23:2b-13 
 
Joshua knew he did not have long to live.  He sensed that the people would compromise with 
wrong things after he was gone, so he decided to confront them and address them.  The message 
that he presents to them shows the heart of a true leader.  He realizes that he is aging. 
 
There are six messages that he gives: 
 
Message #1 - Joshua acknowledges that he is old and advanced in years.  23:2b 
 
Joshua was a truthful man in every area of life, including his age.  He is and always was a truth 
setter.  He did not live life in some delusional fantasy world. 
 
He knew that he was going to give his final words and he also knew final words can make a 
difference.  He did not want to end his life whining and complaining. He wanted to end his life 
challenging people to live for God. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, the famous American preacher, had a son who died at age 55, which was the 
same age his father died.  His final words were “trust in God and you have nothing to fear.”   
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His father died in 1758.  He had called his family together to say goodbye to them and he said,  
“Jesus my never-failing friend.”  Those words obviously made a difference to his son.  Final 
words can make a difference. 
 
Message #2 - Joshua reminds them of all they have seen God do.  23:3 
 
In many respects, Israel had been onlookers to what God had done.  These people had literally 
seen God give one victory after another.  They knew God had fought for them and they knew 
God had given them victory. 
 
When they entered the Promised Land, they did not even begin to know how to fight.  They were 
not trained soldiers.  They did not have any strong fortifications like Jericho.  But battle after 
battle they kept fighting and they kept winning.  Why?  How?  God! 
 
Some of the most powerful nations on the earth at the time were beaten.  They could not take 
credit for victory themselves.  It was God who gave them victory. 
 
It is good for us to remember that often in life we are onlookers to what God is doing.  Really 
God is the one who gives victory and we, metaphorically speaking, in many ways, just kind of go 
along for the ride. 
 
Message #3 - Joshua reminds them that they still have some enemies.  23:4-5 
 
Various nations were the enemy of God’s people.  Various false religions were the enemy of 
God’s people.  Even though things were relatively peaceful that did not mean all enemies were 
gone. 
 
Joshua is informing them that if they remain faithful, God will give them victory.  God would 
drive away every enemy out of the land.   Not only is God a God who blesses in the present, but 
He is also a God of the future. 
 
Message #4 - Joshua challenges Israel to obey the written Word of God.  23:6-7 
 
Notice carefully the emphasis on the “written” Word.  Joshua wanted Israel to be firmly 
committed to the written Word of God.  He wanted Israel to understand it and apply it.  He did 
not want them to forget the importance of God’s written Word just because things were good. 
 
Verse 7 makes it clear that Joshua’s greatest fear was they would fall into complacency with the 
enemy and would be lured into idolatry.  He did not want Israel even mentioning the names of 
the false gods.   
 
So he warned the nation against it.  This warning is given just before Joshua dies.  He wanted 
God’s people focused on God’s written Word. 
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Years ago a mother in our church out west said she didn’t see anything wrong with sending our 
young people to a Mormon dance at a Mormon church.  Steam was rolling out of my ears.  I 
looked this woman straight in the eyes and said what fellowship do we have with demons?  This 
is an evil, demonic religion.  It is false and God’s people need to stay away from it. 
 
Message #5 - Joshua challenges Israel to cling to God.  23:8-10 
 
Now keep in mind that Israel was living in a time of peace.  That can be a very dangerous time. 
When we are in times of peace and prosperity, we can be lured to sleep or into a stupor and the 
danger is to lose our great focus on God and a great relationship with God. 
 
Joshua’s concerns were well founded.  We know it did not take long for Israel to fall right back 
into idolatry.   
 
Now Joshua gives three reasons why they should cling to God: 
 
(Reason #1) - Because when one clings to God, God delivers from all enemies.  23:9 
 
We need to be reminded that God can and will deliver us from “all” our enemies.  It doesn’t 
matter how great or strong; God delivers His people. 
 
(Reason #2) - Because when one clings to God, the minority will defeat the majority.  23:10a 
 
The people of God will often appear to be small and weak, but God will always use the small 
minority.  God can bless the small minority. 
 
(Reason #3) - Because when one clings to God, God personally fights for His people.  23:10b 
 
Those who are right with God have the greatest warrior of all on their side and it is God.  He will 
fight for those who cling to Him. 
 
Message #6 - Joshua challenges Israel to love God.  23:11-12 
 
It would seem amazing that you would have to remind people to love one who has done so much 
for you. 
 
The warning is simple–if you ever stop loving God and get involved in some ecumenical 
idolatry, God will cause you to lose and be conquered.  The same God who put you in the land 
can drive you out of the land.  Therefore, take heed. 
 
The greatest will and testament that we may leave behind is one that says we loved God and that 
we were committed to His written Word and we challenged others to the same commitment. 
 


