
Why Is There A Hell? 
Luke 16:19-31 
 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, 
even the dogs came and licked his sores.

The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man 
also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 

But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, 
in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may 
cross from there to us.’

 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 
But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’

 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”


The approval of the Lord matters more than the applause of man.


Life is so fast, so temporary.  
Eternity is what matters!


Speak of this topic 
- with a broken heart 
- with tears in our eyes


Loving people means warning people of danger 

According to the Bible,  
what is Hell like?


Terms for the place of the Dead 
“Hades” – Greek term (11 times in N.T.) 
“Sheol” – Hebrew term translated by KJV as 	 “Hell” 
“Eternal Fire” – neverending (Matt. 25:41) 
“Unquenchable fire” – (Matt. 3:12) 



“Lake of Fire” – (Rev. 20:10) 
“Hell of fire” – (Matt 5:2; 29:30; 10:28;16:18; 	 23:33) 
“Gehenna” – place of continuous fire - NT


1. Physical agony 

And in Hades being in torment… 
Lk. 16:23


And he called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
end of his finger in water and cool my toungue, for I am in anguish in this flame. (24)


2. Emotional Anguish 

… they have no rest, day or night. 
Rev. 14:11


Best description of Heaven 
In Christ – “Rest in peace”

 
“Come to Me… I will give you rest.”

… some to shame and everlasting contempt.    Dan. 12:2


Shame? 
“What could be more serious than standing in front of your creator and finding out you 
wasted your life, spurned God’s love, rejected God’s Son, worked against God’s will 
and God’s kingdom and grieved His Spirit?” 
Bruce McClaren


… there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   Matt. 8:12


3. Spiritual Aloneness 

… will be thrown into outer darkness.   Matt. 8:12


God is light. 
1 Jn 1:5


Hell is the absence of – 
- His truth 
- His presence 
- His blessing 
- His love and hope 
- His peace 



Heaven is seeing … 
- His face 
- His glory 
- The full display of His love and grace 

… eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord.  
2 Thess. 1:9


Everyone has an “eternal” existence – The only question is where will you be?


Why is there such a “Hell?”


1. God’s justice and holiness 

The Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and 
without iniquity, just and upright is He.    Deut. 32:4


-His nature requires Him to act justly. 
-No back room deals – “under the table” transactions. 


Satan’s Deception 
- No judgement; no accountability 
- God doesn’t’ care – He is ok with sin 
- God doesn’t have the right to judge me. 


When He (the Holy Spirit) comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment. Jn. 16:8


“Are you not from everlasting,  
O Lord, my God, my Holy One?” 
Habakkuk 1:12


You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong (13)


If you eliminate the teaching on Hell – what do we do with sin? 
What do we do with God’s justice?


The British ocean liner, the R.M.S Lusitania was struck by a torpedo from a German 
submarine  
on May 7, 1915.  
“Captain, what do you wish us to do?” 
He replied,” Stay right where you are, Madam, she’s all right.”

The remark was greeted with cheers and I noticed many people who had been 
endeavoring to get a place in the boats, turned away in apparent contentment.  
Turner’s words confirmed what the passengers and crews already believed or wanted 
to believe; that no torpedo could cause the ship mortal damage. 



Of the 1,959 passengers aboard the Lusitania, 1,198 perished.  

Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy 
to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the 
mouth of the Lord. 
Jer.23:16


 They say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with 
you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster 
shall come upon you.’” 
(17)


And just as it is appointed for man to die once and after that comes judgment …   Heb. 
9:27


2. God’s respect for human responsibility. 

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call 
upon you.     Ps. 86:5


- To reach out 
- To ask for help 
- To accept what He is offering. 


And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.    Heb. 11:6


No Hell? 
Choose to ignore God and reject Him – 
- must live with Him forever and ever? 
- must worship Him forever?


Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life but the wrath of God remains on him. 
 Jn. 3:36


God’s wrath – God’s justice in action for those who reject Him. 

Does God “ enjoy” sending people  
to Hell?


1. Hell was created for the Devil  
and his angels.  

Then He will say to those on His left, depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. Matt. 25:41




When people came to America they did not begin making jails. They made jails when 
the need arose. 


- We do not want  to worship Him. 
- We do not want to serve Him. 
- We do not want to be with Him. 


Hell was not part of God’s original creation.

When someone chooses to reject Jesus they are choosing some very bad roommates 
for all eternity. 


2. Jesus longed for His people to come to Him.  

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to it!  Matt 23:27


… saw the city, He wept over it. 
 Lk. 19:41


Holy Spirit grieves over sin. 
Eph. 4:30


How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings… 
(37)


… and you would not! 
(37)


Yet you refuse to come to me, that you may have life.   John 5:40

Jesus is standing… 
- knocking on your door 
- calling your name 
- laying His life down  
	 Jesus is the Great Rescuer! 

3. The Lord has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.  

“Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked?,” declares the Lord God… Ezekiel 
18:23


Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel?  
(31)




…. But is patient toward you, not wishing that nay should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance.  
2 Peter 3:4


Judgment is delayed – Why? 
More time to reach one more for Jesus! 
Not ready to end the “rescue“ operation.


Is there any hope to escape “Hell?”


1. Recognize your need for a Savior. 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.    Rom. 3:23


For God so loved the world, that he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. Jn. 3:16


2. Receive Jesus Christ as your Savior 

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.   1 Jn. 
5:11


Whoever has the Son has life; and whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life. (12)


He does not come into judgment but has passed from death to life. 
(24)


- The miracle of salvation is 	 available to all! 
- God’s grace is available to all! 
- Heaven’s gate is available to all!



