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So Proverbs 5. We are in the middle of a series on the Ten Commandments. We have 
come to commandment number seven. We took a slight detour from the series last week 
and if you were anticipating commandment seven last week, so very sorry to disappoint 
you. You might have been disappointed, I hope not. But we are there today. Before we 
read the passage in Proverbs, what is the seventh commandment? I'm not going to take 
you to Deuteronomy 5 or Exodus 20 but the seventh commandment and I think most of 
us know it, at least as I get you started. You may not know all the commandments in 
order but the seventh out of the ten is, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." That's right, we 
dealt with number six for two weeks prior to last week. So thou shalt not commit 
adultery. So we're dealing with this from this passage; this really is an exposition. This is 
a clear and very helpful exposition, verses 15 through 23 of the prohibition against 
committing adultery. So Proverbs 5:15, a father speaking to his son here and he says,

15 Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine 
own well. 16 Let thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and rivers of waters in 
the streets. 17 Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee. 18 
Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 19 Let 
her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all 
times; and be thou ravished always with her love. 20 And why wilt thou, 
my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a 
stranger? 21 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he 
pondereth all his goings. 22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked 
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. 23 He shall die 
without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 

So most of us that engage in any kind of preaching and the art of skill of what we call 
homiletics, we were taught somewhere along the way, I know for me it was in university 
as well as seminary, that when it comes to starting a message, the opening minute, that 
it's the function and the purpose of an introduction to convince the listener that what 
you're about to say is worth their hearing; to compel their interest. And you know, 
different preachers do this in different ways like by telling a story that can be useful, or 
some other means. It dawned on me that what we're talking about today, I don't think I 
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need an introduction. I think after reading the passage, I think I pretty much got your 
attention. No? Or maybe if I waxed just a little further here, I'll convince you of that.

What's the passage here in Proverbs 5 talking about? And I have a feeling I'm not going 
to get any real loud verbal answers on this. It is about sexuality and the message here this 
morning is what the Bible has to say about our human sexuality and it's important that we 
recognize the Bible says a great deal about it. On the one hand, I think for most if not all 
of us, we can't escape the very rather assaulting and accosting messages and images that 
come from within society and culture, all the many different forms of media. The world 
today in which we live in this far into the sexual revolution, the world is not shy or 
bashful at all about their view on sexuality and all the related issues and we shouldn't be 
shy either about what the Bible says. So I recognize and I think this is a very good thing, 
that many of us, if not all of us, we have a certain amount of reticence in discussing these 
matters openly, especially in a mixed group. And I think at least an element of that, if not 
entirely, is a healthy thing; that that can be a good thing. We want to make sure that we 
don't cross the line into what's really explicit. 

At the same time, the Bible talks about it and the Bible makes great efforts and pains to 
make sure we know what God's perspective is on human sexuality, and so I've said this 
before and I'm going to say it again: when it comes to talking on this subject and the idea 
of how we address it, my desire, my objective is to be as candid as the Bible is and I will 
say this, more candid than Elizabethan English. Funny, I didn't get an amen on that. But I 
believe that's important. 

At the same time, I certainly want to exercise discretion. And for the sake of our young 
people, oftentimes I think this question does come up in the minds of parents and perhaps 
other folks, so my sentiment is that if any of our young people that are teenagers, they 
should have somewhat of a knowledge already of God's design and the physical 
relationship that we're referring to here in this message from the Scripture. If younger 
children, if they're old enough to be paying attention and hearing what I have to say and 
if questions arise on their part, then that's a great opportunity for you as their parents to 
follow up the message today with some kind of discussion that you deem is age 
appropriate to help them understand in the way that you feel that they should. So all that 
being said, let's not shy away from the very clear things that the Bible has to say about 
this. 

So the world says that the Bible and traditional Christianity is rather obsessed with its 
standard when it comes to human sexuality. Or, more often than that probably, the world 
says that the Bible is way too strict, right, and unrealistic. For any of our number that may 
be somewhat new to the faith, you may be predisposed to that notion as well, that the 
Bible is just not realistic about this or it's outdated, obsolete or naïve. I am so firmly 
convinced that none of those things are true and the Bible has a great deal to say, so I 
want to hang the rest of what we have to say about this subject this morning as we look at 
it primarily from Proverbs 5 here, what the Bible says about human sexuality or biblical 
sexuality. We want to see the joy of human sexuality, the reason behind it, and lastly, the 
control or the power that it wields.
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So look with me here in verse 18 and 19, so at this point in the message, I wish I had 
some kind of joke, you know, to kind of like break the ice. My version of an introduction 
here feels like there's this pall that has descended upon us and it's like, "Boy, I've got to 
make sure I don't look at anybody or make sure that I just remain so entirely composed." 
Well, it could be worse, you could be me up here, right? Trying to figure out the best way 
to navigate all this. So all that being said, I would love to know and feel and sense that 
you're in my corner today; that we're all working through this together to really be taught 
of the Lord, and it's a wonderful opportunity, by the way. 

Alright, so the joy of human sexuality. It says here in verse 18 of Proverbs 5, and make 
sure you don't make the mistake that I almost did, the columns in my version in addition 
of the Bible, chapters 5 and 6 are side-by-side and so it's really easy for me to make the 
mistake of looking at chapter 6 when I want to look at chapter 5. So that being the case, 
verse 18, it says, "Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth." 
Now, the context in which we've already read it and in which we're headed here, it's 
talking about marriage, yes, but specifically the physical aspect of marriage. It is, and as 
we've been looking at the Ten Commandments, it's not been uncommon already as we 
work through them that we've often...so the remaining five commandments are all 
worded as a very clear and very simply phrased prohibition, right? Are you with me on 
that? "Thou shalt not kill," or commit murder. That was two or three weeks ago. We have 
this one in front of us. We have number eight, "Thou shalt not steal." The next one is, 
"Thou shalt not bear false witness," or thou shalt not lie. And lastly, "Thou shalt not 
covet." In the tenth commandment there is further elaboration of that prohibition.

So we take commandment number six, what's the positive rejoinder that we gave as 
expounding on the prohibition? The prohibition is, "Don't commit murder," right? You 
must not commit murder. But what's the fuller Bible understanding of this? It wasn't that 
long ago. What was it? It was very clear, especially when you come to the New 
Testament but it's stated this way in the Old Testament as well, "Thou shalt," it's not just 
what we shouldn't do, it's what we should do and how we look at all of our fellow 
humans, our neighbors, our brothers and family members. "Thou shalt love your 
neighbor." Now, that's the same teaching, it's the same core essence of God's intent and 
design for us as his people how we are to live in relation to our neighbor, to anybody 
around us. Our fellow man and woman.

The eighth commandment, how would you state that positively? We haven't gotten to it 
yet so you can't really cheat on that one. It says, "Thou shalt not steal." What does the 
Bible say is the positive side of the coin? That's right, that's right, it's part of loving your 
neighbor but more specifically, "Thou shalt give to your neighbor." That's what Paul says 
in Ephesians 4, and so on. 

So how would we state the positive side of this commandment? "Don't commit adultery." 
Well, what should we be doing? The Bible has a great deal to say about what we should 
be doing and this is the focus of our message here, is that, "Thou shalt," what this father 
is saying to his son, "Thou shalt have a bountiful, enjoyable, physical relationship with 
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your spouse." But the emphasis, somebody could say, "Well, what this is all about is 
about marriage." Well, it is about marriage and it touches and applies to the different 
aspects of marriage but specifically this is about the physical component of marriage, 
what we call the sexual relationship.

So, again, I want us to understand this and somewhat in the backdrop of what we are 
bombarded with so much of the time, what the world says about sexuality and how it 
treats sexual activity is so very much contrasted with the Bible, but to the point where 
what the world often draws the mistaken conclusions of what the Bible is saying about it, 
that the Bible is so prudish about it; that the Bible just treats it as a necessary evil. I hope 
you know enough of Scripture to be able to refute that kind of notion if it every comes up 
with an unbeliever or otherwise, that would imply that that is what they think the Bible 
teaches about it. 

On the flip side, the Bible presents a very positive view of sexuality. It just is the case and 
one of the proof texts for this is the passage in which we just read. I want to draw your 
attention to verse 19 and can I say it? I know maybe some of you out there are like, "Oh 
no. He's not going to refer to verse 19 again is he?" Yeah. Yeah. We need to. This is the 
word of God and it says, "Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts 
satisfy thee at all times," and I lost my place here, imagine that, "at all times and be thou 
ravished always with her love." So the point I want to make here is that this statement 
technically and as far as English grammar is concerned, it's not a statement. It's not a 
declarative statement. It is an imperative. 

The first thing we want to see as far as God's high view and perspective of human 
sexuality is the fact that it's very clear sexuality or the sexual relationship between two 
people is not just permitted, it is what? Do you see it there? Right there in verse 19, let 
her be that object of rapturous love to you. Let you find ultimate enjoyment between the 
two of you, in each other physically. That's my best way to G-rate it, not really G-rate it, 
but at least PG. And the point is the wording here, the words "let" in the beginning and 
the last phrase there in verse 19, "be thou ravished always with her love." What am I 
getting at? It's an imperative. It's commanded. Not just marriage is commanded but the 
physical involvement of the sexual relationship is commanded. This is God's intent and 
his design. 

It really is the case, and going over this together, the language here is quite...I actually 
don't think it's quite sufficient to say that it's candid. I'm glad nobody feels real real afraid 
to just give me all kinds of verbal response today, right? But something tells me I've got 
your attention at least at this point. It's more than candid, it is very frank as far as its 
reference to this aspect of the marriage relationship. In the words of Derek Kidner and 
where this is going, Kidner is a well-known and highly regarded Hebrew scholar, 
especially for his commentaries on the Psalms and the Proverbs, and he says on this 
verse, he says this really teaches us that marriage whenever it's treated as strictly as more 
of a business relationship and arrangement, this passage shows that the human passions 
will find other outlets if the matter of sexual drive and desires are so treated.
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Again, the Bible is often viewed and often cited as being, the word is often used, 
"Puritanical"; that, again, sexuality is this necessary evil kind of thing. And even the 
word "Puritanical" is a myth. It's misused. So what does that give you the idea? What 
does it bring to your mind? A prudish approach to sexuality is called "Puritanical," well, 
it must be that the Puritans just had this real restrained way of looking at and treating 
sexuality but it wasn't the case at all. The Puritans in their day were intensely faithful to 
what the Bible taught about the joys and, if you will, the glories of a sexual relationship 
within marriage. 

So before we go any further, I'd like to try to test you a little bit and, again, I know I'm 
not going to get a lot of real outward verbal response on this. What is your attitude 
towards the Bible's treatment of sexuality? You've got a passage like this, you've got 
many others, statements in 1 Corinthians 7 that is an outright, clear, frank exhortation to 
married couples to fulfill their sexual responsibility to each other, and that's indicative to 
much of what the rest of what the Bible says about it. You have this passage here. You 
have an entire book, you know what I'm referring to, the Song of Solomon where there is 
frank, uninhibited references and discussions with regards to sexuality. What is your take 
on that? Are you offended? Rick, proved me wrong. Wow, I did get a verbal response. 
Right, it's what the Bible says but, again, I'm trying to probe a little further as far as what 
your baseline gut response is to the Bible treating this subject that frankly. Does it offend 
your sensibilities somewhat? 

Or I know my mind especially goes to kind of a previous generation where my parents or 
perhaps grandparents, it's one thing to recognize that this is a normal part of life but to 
hear the Bible treat it so candidly or to hear a preacher or pastor preach on it candidly, the 
baseline response on their part is, "Is that really necessary?" Right? Is that your response 
today? Is this really necessary? Well, it is.

Or, on the other hand, does it make you feel uncomfortable? It's like, well, it's okay for 
everybody else to talk about it, the sitcoms, the movies, the crazy little, what do you call 
those things that are part article, part advertisement on a news site or whatever else you 
go, and it's just there to get your attention. You know what I'm talking about, some 
salacious tidbit about some celebrity or whatever. And we expect everybody else to talk 
about it but somehow there's this instinctive response that we have that we think that 
God's messengers and God's perspective on the whole subject is somehow kind of off 
limits or it makes us feel uncomfortable.

So the second thing I want us to see as far as the joy of human sexuality and look with me 
in verse 18 at this point, is the fact that sexuality is a blessing. It is a blessing. This father 
says to his son, he says, "Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy 
youth." He pronounces a blessing. He's giving him instruction, right? And in the next 
couple of chapters he gets into full-blown warnings and seeking to make sure that his son, 
this young man, is prepared for the potential traps out there sexually. But here, he 
pronounces this blessing upon what? I said that this is going to be candid. He's 
pronouncing a blessing upon his son's future to be sex life, the physical relationship with 
his wife to be. And the word "blessing," we often use the word rather lightly and tritely, if 
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you will, but the word "blessing" is a weighty, deep meaning kind of word and it has 
reference to full and deep satisfaction, and not just physical. What this father is telling his 
son that this part of your life would live up to the design and order and foreordained 
purposes that God has for us as his children and to live life the way he ordered and 
designed humans to live it.

So he says, "Let thy fountain be blessed." We're going to circle back to this in just a 
minute. But you obviously have a metaphor here, right. Verse 18, "Let thy fountain be 
blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth." The verses previous, "Drink waters out 
of your own cistern." That's the metaphor or picture of a personal or a household water 
supply. Cistern, you got that, right? The well. And of course what he's saying is, "Your 
water for your household and your family should be yours alone." You should make sure 
that there is not something faulty to it and your water runs out into all the streets. And 
frankly what you have there in verse 16 and 17, there is a discrepancy. Did you pick up 
on this? The reading in the King James? Verse 16 actually reads as an affirmative, as a 
positive, and somehow the negative that is part of the original, you don't pick up on the 
sense of that in verse 16 in the KJV. But verse 16 is a prohibition, "Don't let your 
fountains be dispersed abroad and don't let your water supply run out into the street." 
That is the picture and really what we're getting at here is to understand this part of 
married life and it's the physical relationship as far as seeing this as a blessing.

How is it a blessing? Go with me to Ephesians 5. I think we can number a few different 
ways in which it's a blessing. Ephesians, the fifth chapter. Also, you have Romans 7. You 
don't need to look there, Romans 7 refers to the married relationship and refers to that as 
a picture of the relationship of union between us and Christ as we have come to become 
children of God in this relationship with God, personal, close and intimate with God now 
as our heavenly Father. Many allusions in Scripture. God is now referred to as our what? 
You know this. As our husband, our groom. And you have Romans 7, you have 
Ephesians 5, you have many other places in Scripture that the physical aspect of 
marriage, the marriage relationship as a whole is a picture of our relationship of intimacy 
that we have with God.

Now, hear me out on this: for most of us that have had the Bible taught to us and read and 
understand the Bible, we acknowledge that marriage as a whole is a picture but we've 
often allowed ourselves to completely gloss over the fact that every aspect of marriage is 
a picture of the intimacy that we now have with God. Now, are you ready? Even, I would 
even say, especially the physical aspect of marriage is a picture. It is to reflect, it is to tell 
us something more that we may not know already about God's covenant love and his 
desire to hold us in ongoing close and intimate relationship with us. And the physical 
aspect of marriage, our human sexuality, is a picture of this. You might call it a parable of 
intimacy with God. Now, again, as I risk belaboring the point, the ecstasy and joy of the 
physical relationship that we're talking about here is, it's not only a picture but it's a 
foretaste of the complete joy and ecstasy of our coming total union with Christ.

Now, just a little more of what we're getting at here, the nature of what we are referring 
to here, the sexual aspect of a husband/wife relationship, it is the dynamic of what? The 
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openness that two spouses are engaged in. This sense of closure. Really. It is this vehicle, 
if you will, this matter of expressing, knowing somebody as well as you can. I mean, 
that's all of what's behind the physical reality of a sexual relationship. This closure, this 
complete openness and at the same time this feeling of assurance and safety, that you 
have this liberty and this freedom to be so very vulnerable with this one other person, this 
total vulnerability, and all that does what? It's a wonderful part of marriage. It is, and it 
should be something that promotes and incites health and openness and vulnerability in 
every other area of a marriage relationship, right? It should do that but it is not an 
ultimate in and of itself. The whole marriage relationship is not an ultimate or an end in 
itself, it's all a picture. Are you with me on this this morning? It's a picture of the 
incredible ultimate relationship that we now have with God and we now ultimately will 
have it completely fulfilled in our final union with him forever. 

And this idea, I feel like I keep having to beg your bearing with me on this and I should 
probably get over that, shouldn't I? This idea that it is a picture of how God sees us; that 
God sees us completely transparently. A very helpful statement and expression about the 
first married couple found in Genesis 2, do you remember that? The very end of chapter 
2, it says before the fall God had made them male and female and it says that they were 
naked. Obviously before the fall, there wasn't a need for clothes. They were naked. They 
were naked toward each other and in the sight of God. It says that they were naked and, 
and you know the next word, some of you do, what is it? Naked and unashamed. God 
created us in our original state, especially in the context of marriage, to be naked and 
unashamed and also, though, in the context of our direct relationship with him.

So the time of our final transformation in eternal communion with him is the same idea, 
right? It's that...now, I'm not trying to make the case that we're not going to wear clothing 
in heaven, alright? So don't walk out of here saying, "Pastor Eric said we're all going to 
be naked in heaven." Nope. Nope. That's not where we're going. The Bible actually says 
plainly that our clothing is a picture of Christ's righteousness. But hang with me where 
we're going with this. In the end, 1 John 3 says it and everything about all of what the 
Bible passages say about us in heaven, is the fact that there is nothing that we're hiding 
behind anymore. God sees us for who we are and he will know us thoroughly, 
transparently and openly and we will be so confident and assured in that. We will be. 
Now, what's the point? The point is that sexual relationship as God has designed it and 
ordered it is a picture of all of that.

Now, at this point, maybe not, I'd like to know what you're really thinking. Is that a 
stretch? Now you don't have to say anything out loud. You don't have to give me the 
fervent vociferous wagging of the head back and forth. But what do you really think? The 
Bible presents our new relationship with God in Christ in such a coherent whole that 
everything about life as he's ordered it is all connected and the Bible says so emphatically 
and repeatedly that the marriage relationship is a picture of the intimacy that we now 
have with Christ as our husband.

So I had you turn to Ephesians 5 and then I never drew your attention to the verses there, 
right? Does that sound right to you? I think I did. Ephesians 5. So it wouldn't be fair to 
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take you there and then not look at it together. It says, verse 25, "Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish." And I think we'll stop here with verse 28. He says, 
"So ought men to love their wives as," the men, "their own bodies. He that loveth his wife 
loveth himself." Now, we'll stop our reading there. Then you should go down to the very 
close of the chapter and even throughout it, you have this continued reference to the fact 
that this whole husband/wife dynamic and life experience is a picture of the ultimate 
intimacy that we are to have with God now, but most especially also in the future.

So go back with me to Proverbs 5. Before we go any further, it's important that for 
everybody here, not just married people but everybody here, that we understand that as 
God's people, that the sexual relationship is to be fulfilling in a temporal and physical 
sense but also it is not to be engaged in without a real understanding of its heavenly 
analogy, what it points our attention to the most. This is why the Bible repeatedly 
reminds us that marriage is a picture of Christ's undying and at the same time intimate 
love for us as his church, the church as his bride and not just us collectively but his love 
for us individually.

So, again, a reminder of where we might go wrong in our viewing of this part of us. 
There is kind of an old view culturally, we would call it old, about sexuality is that it's 
kind of dirty, right? I mean, people, you and I, many of us have been in previous 
generations, we were taught maybe not overtly but that's what we caught about sexuality 
is that it's just this dirty thing. And some people have come by that so honestly because of 
abuse and other things and you can definitely understand why that would be the case. In 
other cases, it's just plainly taught as a necessary evil, right? The opposite extreme of this, 
though, and more and more our culture is guilty of this and it's not really new, Paul 
addressed this especially in 1 Corinthians, is that sexuality is viewed as just another 
appetite. You know, you're hungry, go eat. I mean, Paul addresses this in 1 Corinthians 6, 
if you're thirsty, go get something to drink. If you have a physical urge in this way, then 
you just go take care of it. We need to recognize that increasingly, and it's been this way 
for some time, that's the way the culture that surrounds us treats this part of our humanity.

Now, I'm not looking for a shake of the head or an amen here, but this is where we live 
today. The terrible proliferation of sexual impurity in so many ways, not the least of 
which is the accessibility of pornography and so on, is that it so desensitizes us that more 
and more the majority of our society are just hard-wired for full-scale and unbridled lust. 
It's the way our world is. And at the same time, we have what the Bible says about it. 
And I just want to remind you and for the sake of clarity today, the Bible promotes 
something that doesn't fall into either category. It's not the, "You know, sex, do we really 
have to talk about it?" Or, it's just this necessary, it's the way babies are made, right? And 
so we basically tolerate it for when it's absolutely necessary or whatever. The Bible is not 
like that at all. The Bible promotes very very much an elevated understanding of this and 
it really includes a sweet careful reason and it's a picture of ultimate satisfaction and joy. 
So sexuality in Scripture is positive, it's commanded, it's a joy. Done the right way, 
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engaged with according to God's order and God's plan, there's a freedom that is 
experienced and it's also a sign or a signpost to something even better.

So secondly now, the purpose for sexuality and go back with me now to Proverbs 5 if 
you're not already there. Proverbs 5:15. What's the reason for God giving us sexual 
drives? Well, the answer is right here in Scripture, right? So Proverbs 5:15 says, "Drink 
waters out of thine own cistern, and running waters out of thine own well." I'm going to 
read this with a more accurate rendering, "Lest thy fountains be dispersed abroad, and the 
rivers of water in the streets. Let them be only thine own, and not strangers' with thee." 
So what is the point to this picture? A father is telling his son and we may as well belabor 
the point at this stage of things, it is a father's responsibility to teach his sons what God 
says about sexuality as well as the pitfalls that are out there in our society and culture. 
This father does exactly that in the chapters that follow. Chapter 6 and 7, he says, 
"Beware of that woman that should remain a foreigner or a stranger to you. Don't go near 
her. Don't go down her street." I mean, what's the modern vernacular of this? Don't make 
it easy for you to lust after another woman in any form. Don't. Recognize the destruction 
that is behind all of that. That's precisely what this father is doing, but more than that, he's 
telling him the positive side of all of this, why God made us sexual creatures to begin 
with. 

So a father is teaching his son this and the picture here, again as we referred to earlier, is 
this personal or household water supply. So I want to ask you a question: what does the 
water stand for here? It says, "Drink waters out of your own well," essentially, "and make 
sure that you maintain that water supply so it doesn't leak out all over the place." There is 
one understanding that pretty much is interpreting the water as this man's wife. You 
know, make sure you guard your wife and your relationship with her so that she doesn't 
fall into the arms of somebody else. But it's really more accurate to say that the water 
stands for the man but both spouses' sexual desire and it's not just one over the other but 
it's both of theirs. And the fact that what we're guarding here is not just one person in the 
marriage but it's a guarding of our desires, or rather taking special efforts to protect the 
cultivation of these desires.

So, I don't have a lot more time here for us this morning but the point that we're getting at 
and that is made quite clear here is that human sexuality, it is only to find it's expression 
in the context of what? Now a lot of us know this in theory but this is precisely what's 
being taught here is that sexuality only works between one man and one woman in what? 
In a complete, permanent, exclusive covenant that we call marriage. The Bible is so very 
clear about this here as well as all throughout Scripture. And what we see here is that God 
created the sexual aspect of us as a means for one person to say to that one other person 
in their life, they say this, "I belong completely, exclusively and permanently to you." 
And the only way you can do that is in marriage. The only way.

So it is profound that it's not just a release of passion or a satisfaction of biological drives, 
but it is a message that is being communicated, a message of exclusive, complete, 
permanent loyalty. So that's the positive side to this, right? God is very careful to make 
clear to us what the purpose for human sexuality is, it's for you and I to be able to say in 
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all openness and complete vulnerability, "You are the one I am committed to for the rest 
of my life and your life. As long as we are alive on the planet together, you are the only 
one for me." And this physical aspect of marriage is the way, it is one way, in which we 
communicate that.

Now, in closing I'd like to take you back to the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 6. So 
Scripture makes it clear that this is what it's for. Now, you combine all this together, that 
this is a way in which we communicate unity and covenant and loyalty to this one other 
person in our life, that is, our spouse, our husband or wife. And understanding that along 
with the first point that we made, the fact that this is a picture of something even greater 
and that's God's exclusive, ultimate covenant and desire for us to be faithful only every to 
him and you put those together and what do you have? You have something of a highest 
priority and this is the fundamental and radically necessary groundwork for 
understanding all of the biblical prohibitions when it comes to human sexuality. Why is it 
a big deal? I mean, we live in a culture where young adults especially and they've been 
saying it for quite some time if not an entire generation, "What's the big deal to sex 
before marriage?" Right? I mean, let's be frank with ourselves. That's what people 
wonder. They're like, "What's the big deal?" We're to the point now where the 
predominant cultural question is, "What's the big deal between a man and a man or a 
woman and a woman?" Or, "What's the big deal with regards to a young woman wanting 
to not be a woman anymore but a man?" 

But we've gotten to this point because it all goes back to what is clearly stated about 
God's boundaries for the sexual relationship and what it stands for, what it means. The 
beauty and the magnitude of what is being conveyed, especially us as God's people and 
true Christ followers, answers all the questions as to why it's a big deal. It's because God 
never treats us that way. He doesn't look at us and say, "Well, you know, you can go out 
and worship whoever you want, whatever you want, and go do whatever you want to do. 
It really doesn't matter to me. I'll just continue to lavish all my love and all my grace upon 
you. It makes no difference." And you hear something like that, "Well, that makes no 
sense at all." Exactly. And if we understand God's exclusive singular commitment and 
devotion to us, that it requires the same on our part, that's precisely what monogamy is all 
about biblically. We're reflecting God's ever-faithful, ever-loyal love to us as well as the 
response as being his bride's are to him.

So 1 Corinthians 6, you really have this fleshed out. He says in verse 15, "Know ye not 
that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and 
make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. What? know ye not," that is, don't you 
know, "that he which is joined to an harlot," that is, having physical relationship with a 
prostitute, "is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto 
the Lord is one spirit." So what is Paul getting at here? He says it's unequivocally wrong 
for a man, especially a believing man, to have a sexual relationship with a prostitute, but 
he goes, and let's make sure we assemble all this together in our minds, Paul is very clear 
that he goes the next step. He doesn't just issue this prohibition, he tells us why it is so 
wrong, why it is so completely contrary to God's nature and his design and order for us. 
He says, "If you're a believer, you're one with Christ and so your body parts are Christ's 
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body parts." Right? That's what it says. Don't let any other understanding cloud your 
thinking on this. So if you go and are engaged in this physical way with somebody else, 
with a prostitute or anybody else, for that matter, you are so clearly adulterating this 
fidelity and loyalty that Christ has committed himself to you, and it's aberrant, it's 
abominable, and really understanding this in a great big picture, it is unthinkable. 

So all this means what? We're not talking about just the actual, what we call, physical act 
of these things but the Bible is so very clear that this governs our thinking. The desires 
that we form in our hearts has everything to do with the lustful habits that people outside 
the church as well as inside, are guilty of. The rampant use of pornography. It's this 
whole point that you're taking something that was only intended in its wise and all-
knowing purpose of God to unite you all the more closely to that one person that you 
have committed yourself to in marriage and it's just dumping it all out in the streets in the 
public square.

Let's close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your word. Lord, we acknowledge today that this is 
difficult for us to process and digest, but at the same time it's so very necessary. Lord, we 
pray that we would take your instruction to us, your design for this, and we would take it 
so very much to heart and, Lord, that you would lead us in future Sunday or two as we 
continue what is needed to grown and rely on your grace for victory in these areas. Lord,  
we need help from you and, Lord, you know our great weakness and stumbling blocks, 
danger zones that we have in this area and, Lord, we need your help. We ask, Father, 
that as we're dismissed in a moment, Lord, that we would be committed to walking in 
your grace as well as being instruments in help to each other to get victory, as well as 
remembering that you have achieved for us the victory, the ultimate purity of our Lord 
Jesus himself. May we rest in who he is and what he has accomplished for us. We pray 
this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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