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An Imprisoned Saint’s Message 

Biblical Ministry 
 
Years ago a man was preaching through the Bible and he came upon one of the birth death narratives.  
For example he came to Genesis 36. 
 

Genesis 36:33-35, “And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead.  
And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead. And Husham died . . . “ 

 
Now what do you do with a passage like this?  One wonders why God even placed it in the text.  
Typically in our bible reading, genealogies are those passages we quickly skip over. 
 
Well to this preacher's amazement, it was a text like this that converted a reputed sinner in his 
congregation.  The sinner later explained “Hearing about all those famous men being born and then dying, 
made me think of my mortality.”   This shows that the Scripture is true. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

 
Christ Himself said this: 
 

Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

 
Which means that every jot and tittle found in your Bible is crucial.  It has been placed there by God! 
 
Thus I ask these questions:  Which is more important: Romans 3 or a birth/death narrative?  What verse in 
scripture is of less significance?  What statement of God are you willing to say is unimportant?  Indeed, 
ALL SCRIPTURE IS OF UTMOST VALUE — including the seemingly insignificant benediction at 
which we are looking today! 
 
Family of God, the temptation is to read past this passage concluding that it is just Paul's final greeting — 
yet we dare not.  For it is the word of God!  Dr. Sinclair Ferguson said this about Philippians 4:21-23: 
 

“By this stage in our study of a biblical book we are tempted to note such things only with a final 



 
 

brief glance at the page, before we move on to the more important business of a fresh area of 
study.  There is surely little or nothing to learn here.  But all Scripture is God-breathed and is, 
therefore, 'useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness' (2 Tim. 3:16).  
This is just as true of the closing words of Paul's letters as it is of their opening sentences!”1  

 
 
So does God have a message for us in the final words of this epistle to the Philippians?   
 
Indeed!  Having exhorted and implored the Philippians as a loving father would his own children, Paul 
closes this epistle with what we might call his final will and testament to the church in Philippi. 

Paul’s Message 
 

Philippians 4:23, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” 
 

What a fitting close to an incredible epistle.  Everything that Paul has taught in this letter is summarized 
in this simple statement: “Philippians live by grace!”  Live out the gospel.  Live in light of God's favor.  
Come to know the heart of God who having fulfilled all righteousness poured His favor out on ones 
undeserving of His love.  That is what grace is all about.  And that is the final message that Paul gives to 
the Philippians in this epistle. 
 
This is such a contrast to the message given at the end of secular letters written in Paul's day.  Do you 
know what that message was?  According to the conventions it was, “Be Strong.: 
 
How ironic! 
 
The message of the Paul was “grace.”  The message of the Greco-Roman world was “Be strong. 
 
The message of Paul was “be weak that you might know the strength of God.  Be only in Christ. Know 
Christ. Be a servant! Rely upon Christ alone!  Live only for the glory of God!”   
 
The message of Rome, exalt in the labors of your hand.  Know yourself!  Be a leader!  Pick yourself up 
by your bootstraps. Live for your own glory!” 
 
What a contrast! Rome said, “Be strong!” Yet Paul closed, and for that matter, began2 this and all his 
letters with a call for God's people to be men and women of grace.  Thus they were to glory in their 
humiliation.  They were to exalt in their weakness, and be as nothing so that Christ might be everything! 
 
This is such an important exhortation which is why this is a common theme in Paul's writings — in fact 
Paul closes every one of his epistles with this statement!3  See Paul knew that we are so prone to forget 
this.  Our stiff and hard hearts long to abandon the grace of God for the labors of our own hands and the 
message, “Be strong!” Don't ever forget what we learned in Romans 10.  Speaking of the Jews, Paul 
wrote this: 
 

                                                 
1 Dr. Sinclair Ferguson, Let’s Study Philippians, Page 114 
2 Compare Philippians 1:2 
3 e.g., Romans 16:20; 1 Corinthians 16:23; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Galatians 6:18; Ephesians  6:24; Colossians 4:18; 1 
Thessalonians  5:28; 2 Thessalonians 3:18; 1 Timothy 6:21; 2 Timothy 4:22; Titus 3:5; Philemon 25. 
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Romans 10:2-4, “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge.   For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.  For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

 
By keeping the various and sundry laws of Judaism the Jews failed to submit themselves to the 
righteousness of Christ by trusting in Jesus.  This passage is discussing the Jewish attempt at performing 
certain religious acts of devotion as the means of standing before God.  They were struggling for 
righteousness.  Paul described this struggle this way: 
 

Romans 7:19, “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” 
 
Romans 7:22-23, “For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  But I see another law in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.” 

 
It is in reference to this struggle that Paul wrote Romans 10:4 
 

Romans 10:4, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 
 
Do you see the point? 
 
Though the Jews understood themselves to be children of God nevertheless they related to God on the 
basis of their OWN righteousness.   
 
Now, when a person relates to God or the world on the basis of their own merit, they necessarily become 
enslaved to the requirement of living up to a certain standard for acceptance.  This is “the law of 
righteousness.”  And thus, it is this struggle — for acceptance either from God or man — that is the law 
of righteousness. 

Ananias and Sapphira 
 
Now lest you think that Christians are immune to this struggle, recall Acts 5. 
 
In this passage we read of Ananias and Sapphira pretending to be godly as they sold their property for a 
certain price but then conspired to lie about the purchase price.   
 
Why the game? Why the conspiracy? 
 
They were seeking to establish their own righteousness.  They wanted the church to think that they were 
godly, devoted, super-Christians.  So rather than tell the truth that they sold their property for a certain 
amount and were only giving a portion of it — which would have not been a sin —.they wanted to uphold 
the perception that they were as godly as Barnabas.4    So they lied to the Holy Spirit that all might 
believe that they were of the “spiritual elite.” 
 
They were no different from the heretical leaders at Corinth who “boast[ed] according to the flesh” (2 
Corinthians 11:18). 

                                                 
4 Compare Acts 4:36-37 
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And yet family of God, if you are honest with yourself, you will see that there are times in your life when 
your endeavor is no different.  Your walk with Christ is in shambles.  And privately between you and 
God, you don't care.  Grace has become cheap.  The cross no longer is personal. 
 
But go and stand before a brother or sister and confess this?  Allow the body of Christ to know that your 
act is not together?  You don't care as much as you let on about the things of the Lord?  You're not as 
godly as you appear?  In the words of Paul, you say,  “God forbid!” 
 
Instead, your masks and the props continue.  And we become prisoners to the opinions and standards of 
men.   
 
Philippi was one such church that did this.  Where grace is realized, petty divisions disappear.  But when 
we find ourselves breaking the peace that Christ died to create and taking sides in a war of personalities or 
opinions clearly we are not living by grace, but by the perceptions and opinions of man. 
 
Hence Paul closed this epistle with the all-important appeal for God's grace to be “with your spirit.” 
 
Yet what does this mean? For something to be “with your spirit” implies a multifaceted message.  For 
example, if I said, “'Greed' is with his spirit.”  I would be indicating not only a belief system, but also 
describing something of the person's life, attitude, and goals. 
 
Likewise, when Paul closed this epistle with the benediction, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit” we conclude that this is a multifaceted command.  It is a command that would include at least 
the following — which I am going to personalize. 
 

With Regard to Our Attitude: The Call to Live With an Astonishment of Grace 
 
Toward the end of Paul's ministry on this earth, this is what he wrote: 
 

1 Timothy 1:14-16, “And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus.  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that 
in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” 

 
Brothers and sisters as we read these words we notice that Paul here is not sitting back, musing on all the 
wonderful things he had accomplished in Christ.  Even though Paul had been in the ministry for many, 
many years, he clearly had not arrived.  Rather, we observe a man who was — as it were — on the 
operating table.  God was still working on him.  He was still growing.  He still was a pilgrim marching to 
the city of God.  And thus, of all the things that amazed him at this late time in his life, notice that it 
wasn’t the fanfare that had arisen around him.  It was not that after many years of being out of the lime-
light, people still remembered him.  It was not the many churches that he had planted.  Rather, it was that 
God still put up with a wretched sinner like himself! 
 
Family of God are you in awe over God's grace?  Do you marvel that God could love someone so 
wretched as yourself?  Or has God's grace become cheap? 
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I would dare say that one of the most dangerous thoughts that you could entertain today is this one:  ”I'm 
not so bad!”  ”Though Christ died for my sin, nevertheless I have done a lot for Him in return!”  ”I have 
been a good investment on the part of God!” 
 
These statements will rot the foundations of piety in your life. 
 
Oh, may we never get to the point in our lives where we fail to see our most insignificant sin as heinous.  
Let us shudder at the prospect of the fate that would have awaited us had it not been for Christ.  Let us 
melt before the cross of Christ.  Isaac Watts was one such man who ever lived under the Astonishment of 
Grace.  Listen to how he put it: 
 

“Alas! and did my Saviour bleed, and did my Sovereign die! Would He devote that sacred head 
for such a worm as I? 
 
“Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? Amazing pity! Grace unknown! And 
love beyond degree! 
 
[Speaking of the 3 hours of darkness when Christ hung on the cross] “Well might the sun in 
darkness hide, and shut His glories in, when Christ, the mighty Maker, died for man the creature's 
sin. 
 
“Thus might I hide my blushing face while His dear cross appears; dissolve my heart in 
thankfulness, and melt mine eyes in tears. 
 
“But drops of grief can never repay the debt of love I owe; here, Lord, I give myself away, 'Tis all 
that I can do.”5 
 

This is the astonishment of grace! May it be with our spirit today! 

With Regard to Our Pursuit: The Call to Live Under the Tutelage of Grace 
 
When a person enters into salvation, they are introduced to grace.  And for the rest of their lives and 
eternity they continue as a student of it. 
 

Romans 5:2 NASB, “Through [our Lord Jesus Christ] we have obtained our introduction by faith 
into this grace in which we stand” 
 

Accordingly now, we are students or disciples of grace!    
 
What is its instruction?  As its disciples, what does it teach us? 
 
Listen again to Paul: 
 

Titus 2:11-12, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world.” 

 

                                                 
5 Isaac Watts, Trinity Hymnal #254 

 5



 
 

 
See grace has a definitive message.  It is NOT just sit back, relax. Jesus loves you.  Nor is it, hey, now 
that I am saved, I can do what I want.  Rather, it is as a forgiven sinner freed from the requirement of 
having to impress God, and the obligation of saving myself in the struggle for righteousness I am now 
free to zealously seek the Lord.  I can run from myself and my sin.  I can abandon my feeble attempts to 
please God.  I can rest in the arms of my Savior!   
 
As a child of God I can now live in light of God's greatness (sensibly).  I can ever and always strive to 
honor God in my person (righteously).  I can endeavor to be devoted to God in every thought, word, and 
deed (Godly).   
 
This family of God is the teaching of grace! 
 
Accordingly, grace always leads to battle. For example, the redemption that the people of God enjoyed 
under Moses culminated in warfare as they were called to take the Promised Land.  And likewise when a 
person today is redeemed in Christ, they are charged to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12).  
They are called to “destroy... speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, 
and [to] take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).   
 
Accordingly the tutelage of grace is a boot camp designed to equip us for the high and holy calling of 
serving Christ in and through all things.  It is a call to a life that longs to serve Him. 
 
Yet sadly, today we have missed this message.  We have fashioned Christ after our own image.  We have 
made Him little more than a jolly fat man who lives to bless us if we are not naughty, but nice.   
 
Listen brothers and sisters, as soldiers of Christ everything we do, think, or say ultimately is a statement 
of fidelity and devotion to Him.  Unlike the “politically correct” climate in our day where one can 
allegedly support our troops and not the war salvation brings with it a whole-hearted commitment not 
only to the Savior, but to His war against sin!  Accordingly, if you say you care about the Savior, but 
refuse to support His cause, you are a liar! Grace instructs us to be holy. 
 

Titus 1:16, “They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” 

 
I dare say that there are many in the church today that profess to know God.  In fact many of them have 
attended Bible studies for years.  Some have had their quiet times.  And there are those that have even led 
in the worship of our Savior.  But in the end they will suffer eternity in hell- for they never knew God! 
 
The mark of salvation — the mark of living under grace — is not what I say, do or live.  It is that I am so 
committed to the cause of righteousness that when I fail I mourn over my sin.6   I war against my flesh!  I 
long deep inside to serve Christ!  I deny ungodliness.  I live sensibly, righteously, and godly!   
 
These are criteria of living under grace.  This is the teaching of grace! May it likewise be with our spirit 
today! 
 

                                                 
6 Compare Matthew 5:3-4 
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Our Mindset: The Call to Live In Light Of the Sufficiency of Grace 
 
It should be obvious from what we have said that the life of grace is not always the life of ease.  Listen to 
the words of Paul who was lead by grace to the end of himself. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:7-9, “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure.  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me.  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me.” 

 
Brothers and sisters, you will find in all of God's workings that He is bringing us to this confession: All I 
Need Is Christ! 
 
The story of Gideon is ever and always being worked out in and through us.  With each trial, hardship, 
tragedy, and shortfall every time you feel alone and bereft of worldly comforts God is weaning our hearts 
from ourselves and this world that we might be wholly satisfied with Him alone! 
 
Accordingly, it is time that we start living in light of this! 
 
When tragedy confronts an individual, the initial response is denial.  ”So and so is not dead.”  ”I just saw 
him.”   Accordingly, I make the suggestion that what we have just discussed is so traumatic that for most 
of us, our first and only response has been and will continue to be denial.   
 
Today that must end. 
 
Listen to the message again!  God's grace is sufficient for you!  You need nothing else! 
 
Until you see that, God will continue to take the 32,000 blessings that you daily enjoy and whittle them 
down to Gideon's 300. 
 

Judges 7:2, “And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me 
to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own 
hand hath saved me.” 
 

From this we see that soldiers of the cross and servants of grace are not omni-competent, but broken, 
bereft, and weak.  So, rather than fight against this or as the Apostle “kick against the goads” we must 
know that when we are weak, then He is strong!  Rather than wanting this worldly prize we know that 
when we are stripped of the best that this passing world has to give that Christ is the most precious to us! 
 
Family of God get this message today!  I have witnessed so many Christians stunted in their growth 
because they were not satisfied with grace.  I have seen women who have never gotten over the death of a 
child.  I have known men who are embittered over a perceived injustice.  All of whom this day have lost 
sight of their Savior and so live with a brittle spirit. 
 
In contrast what is the closing message of this epistle and every message in Scripture? 
 
It is this, that the all-sufficient grace of the Lord Jesus Christ would be with our spirit!   
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May this be our dying plea! 
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Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
 
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  There recording of this sermon can be found at BPC Sermon Site.
 
The address for all sermons at Broomfield can be found out as follows: http://broomfieldopc.sermonaudio.com
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