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Mark 1: 9-13; “Baptism and Temptation Linked” Sermon # 2 in the series – 
“Astonished at His Teaching”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall  

on October 19th, 2014, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 
The beginning of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ began with the ministry of John the Baptist 
being raised up as the final prophet under the Dispensation of the Law or the Old Covenant.   
“The law and the Prophets were until John,” Jesus says in Luke 16: 16.  Ever since that time the 
kingdom of God had been preached, and everyone was pressing into it.”  It is not as though that 
there is no law for the Christian under the New Covenant.  He is “under law toward Christ” as 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7: 21.  It is not as though there were no prophets in the New 
Testament times of the early Church.  It’s just that they were not prophesying of the Christ who 
was to come, and the kingdom that He would bring, but rather they were “speaking edification, 
exhortation, and comfort to men”, now that Christ had come and had laid the foundation for His 
Church, the kingdom of God, which everyone was pressing into. The ministry of the gift of 
prophecy only changed in reference to Christ Jesus who had come.  It says in Revelation chapter 
19, verse 10 it says: “For the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.”  
        This morning we want  to look at the first acts of Jesus in relation to laying the foundation of 
our salvation. We are going to look at His baptism by John, and His temptation in the 
Wilderness. I suppose that I could have delivered a sermon on each one of these subjects, 
separately, but I have wanted to try to show you what this gospel of Mark is showing us here; 
that these two events were closely related in time, in the life of the Lord Jesus.  I believe that 
since they are closely related in time in His life, that it is also a truth to be considered, that they 
are often closely related in the life of a Christian as well.  In Jesus’ baptism we see God’s 
approval of Jesus; the pleasure that God the Father took in observing His holy life.  And in the 
temptation of Jesus, we find the Devil’s disapproval, that God’s Son had now entered upon His 
ministry to seek and to save sinners.  And so he tempted Jesus.  We shall look at this more 
closely in a few minutes.  
       My proposition to you this morning is this.  Even as Jesus, early in His ministry, was 
observed with pleasure by His Father and with displeasure by the Devil, in terms of His 
obedience; even so, every true Christian’s obedience in baptism, and their resisting the 
temptations of the Devil are observed with pleasure by God the Father and with displeasure by 
the Devil.  There are lessons that flow from this that every Christian must learn.  The questions 
that I want to ask in relation to this subject are these.  How are the acts of obedience and testing 
which the Lord Jesus went through, lessons to the Christian regarding what they should expect 
in living their Christian life?  The answer is - These acts of obedience and testing which Christ 
went through, teach every Christian the following 3 lessons.  1st – You should see your need to be 
baptized.  2nd – You will be tested and tempted following your baptism.  And 3rd – As a true 
Christian your faith will be confirmed after you pass the test by Christ's grace. 
1st- God is well pleased, because of His Son’s righteousness, that everyone who 
would know Him and serve Him, see their need to be baptized. 
(Verses 9-11) 
       Now you will notice that verse 9 says, “It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”  In order to understand more of 
what is going on here we need to turn over to Matthew chapter 3, and read verses 13-17.  “Then 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.”  “And John tried to 
prevent Him, saying ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”  “But Jesus 
answered and said to him, ‘Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.”  “Then he allowed Him.”  “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up 
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immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.”  “And suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  This passage explains to 
us who needs to be baptized, and with what kind of baptism.  Sinners should repent and be 
baptized.  And when they are baptized they should be baptized with believer’s baptism; baptism 
by immersion.  But Jesus came to John to be baptized and John tried to prevent it.   Why?  
Because John knew that Jesus did not need to repent of anything.  It had been revealed to him 
that He was the Holy One of God.  He personally knew from his own mother Elizabeth, of Jesus’ 
being born of the virgin Mary.   He knew that Jesus was pure and holy; that He was not a defiled 
and polluted sinner like all the rest of humanity.  He had no original sin and He had no actual 
sin.  His father was God the Father.  So John reasoned to himself: “Why should a sinless man as 
the Lord Jesus is, come seeking my baptism?”  “I, in fact, need to be baptized with the baptism 
that He has come to bring.”  “I need to be baptized by and with the Holy Spirit of God, so that I 
will be placed into Him spiritually, into the work that He has come to do, and experience the 
greater grace that He has come to bring.” 
         Now John had nothing to be ashamed of in the sight of God or man.  He was a man of great 
moral integrity.  He was a man who was conscientiously practicing righteousness, and yet he 
knew that even his best would still fall far short of God's glory and God's perfections and His 
conception of what a perfect man is.  But he John, was looking at the One who was perfect!   
Jesus did not need water baptism because he was not a sinner and He had the fullness of the 
Spirit given to Him to live righteously and perfectly.  The reason that Jesus would be baptized by 
John was not to declare His sinnership and repentance.  It was to “fulfill all righteousness.”  
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” (verse 15)  John 
was to permit this, so that Jesus could publicly declare His intention to be the One who would 
come and fulfill God’s holy law by His own obedience. He would so completely identify himself 
with our fallen, sinful human nature that He would publicly identify himself with sinners coming 
to be baptized by John. His coming work of redemption would be the basis of God’s imputing 
Christ’s righteousness to multitudes of guilty sinners so that they would be forgiven and 
declared righteous by faith in Him.   His fulfillment of the righteousness of God’s law both in 
terms of obedience to the law, and taking the punishment which God’s broken law requires, 
would result in the grace which He purchased on the cross being imparted to the hearts of 
believing sinners.  This grace imparted would cause them to die to sin and to live to 
righteousness.  This is the very picture of what water baptism represents.   
       Let me ask you now this morning if you believe that you need to have Christ obey God’s law 
perfectly for you?  Let me ask you whether you believe that you need His perfect righteousness 
imputed, or reckoned, to your account in the sight of a perfect and holy God to whom you will 
give an account of your life some day?  Let me ask: Have you received His imparted grace in the 
New Birth so that you have come into the kingdom of God and have entered the kingdom of 
heaven?  Do you, even now, have desires of greater faith?  Do you have a desire not only to 
confess your many sins to God, but do you also have the desire and the resolve to forsake the 
sins that charm you most?  Now do you see why Christ must be baptized in the place of sinners?  
Some of you who are listening to me this morning may be believers in Christ, but you have never 
taken the step of obedience in the waters of Baptism.  Why not?  Is it because you are afraid of 
promising something that you cannot perform with your life?  You are afraid that if you publicly 
declare yourself as Christ's disciple that you will not be able to live the Christian life to the 
degree of faith and obedience that you know the Bible requires?   I hope that you will see this 
morning that this is the reason that Jesus was baptized.  He was baptized, taking the place of 
those who feel that they are too fearful to make the commitment.  He has made the 
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commitment.  He has fulfilled all righteousness.  He has become the end of the law of 
righteousness for everyone who believes.   
       Will you not see that if you believe in Jesus that He is looking for something from you.  He is 
looking for a public commitment, a public confession of faith in Him, so that your conscience 
will be freed from guilt and cleared from all condemnation?  He is looking for you to publicly 
acknowledge what He has done in living and dying for you.  If Christ has taken your place in 
obedience, if He has taken your place in judgment, and you have believed this and received this 
grace and salvation, will you not consider doing what He has given you to do; that you would 
own it publicly in the waters of baptism?  The Apostle Peter says in 1 Peter 3: 21 that Noah was 
saved by believing God’s word to him; he built an ark, and by being in that ark he and his 
household were saved through water.  He goes on to say, “There is an antitype which now saves 
us – baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God.”   
       You see, coming to the waters of baptism is something which frees and cleanses your guilty 
conscience with regard to all the duties toward God that you have left undone in the past.  
Baptism is taking a step of real public obedience to Christ as your Master.  You take that step 
because you are thankful to him for what He has done in dying for you.  Now you are saying, I 
have believed in Him. I have received from Him the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which has 
convinced me of His power to save me from my sins.  I am convinced that the Holy Spirit will 
now give me the power to live the Christian life.  I will go about my Biblical duties.  Wherever I 
fall short, the blood and righteousness and grace of Jesus Christ will make up for everything that 
I lack.  I want to be led into all the truth, a greater and greater repentance and faith, and 
obedience to the truth of God's Word.  Is this what you want?  Then you may have it.  And you 
should pursue being baptized. Christ is not glorified in secret disciples or a private, selfish 
Christianity.  He has the power to make you into something more and better than that.  Please 
trust him for it, and come and see me and talk to me about being baptized.  Baptism is only done 
once because it is your public declaration of your allegiance to Christ.  You are saying that you 
will hold fast to Him and that you will strive to live observing all of His commandments.    
Now 2ndly- These acts of obedience and testing which Christ went through teach 
every Christian that they, also, must face various temptations from the Devil.  
(Verses 12 and 13a) 
      I would like to say that since Christ has fulfilled the law and has died for our sins, that we 
would never have to face any temptation to sin.  Actually, the truth of the matter is, that since 
Christ had to undergo and pass the tests related to temptation to sin, we must as well. We are to 
become like Him, as Christians.  We must be conformed to His image.  God would have it, that 
our salvation would include our being progressively sanctified.  One part of this process of our 
sanctification is learning by grace to face and overcome various temptations to sin. Christ passed 
all of 3 of these tests of temptation that were given to Him, in order that our salvation from sin 
would be secured, and that our strength and wisdom to face and overcome temptation would be 
given to us in our hour of need.  He would stand where Adam fell into sin in the beginning, and 
actually go far beyond this to give to each one believing in Him grace to overcome the evil one.  
This is what we are called to.  I would like to take you briefly through the temptations that the 
Devil tempted our Lord Jesus with and attempt to show you the link between your baptism and 
temptations.   
       We need to see first of all that these temptations which came to Jesus came immediately 
following the time of his being baptized.  In verse 11 of Matthew 3, after Jesus was baptized, a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”   There was the 
witness of the Father’s voice; of His pleasure in all that Jesus was doing in His life, and there was 
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the witness of the Holy Spirit who descended upon Him like a dove.  Jesus was praying during 
the time of his baptism.  You will see this if you will turn with me to Luke, Chapter 3, verses 21-
23.  “When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while 
He prayed, the heaven was opened.”  “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove 
upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well 
pleased.”  All this happened “while Jesus prayed”.   We can learn from our Master’s example.  
We should be much in prayer when we are engaging in the ordinances of God.  Jesus, I would 
speculate, was praying that He would be given the wisdom and grace and strength of the Spirit 
to be able to live to God’s glory and do all that God had sent Him to do in terms of accomplishing 
our salvation.  When you or I are baptized we ought to be praying that we would be able to live to 
God’s glory and be able to accomplish all that God has called us to do in terms of being holy and 
keeping His commandments, and living by faith, and loving and serving people around us.  
When you are baptized, this is essentially what you are vowing to do; to walk in newness of the 
life of Christ by the power of the grace which is now at work in your heart.   
       In Luke chapter 4, verse 1, it says, “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned 
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted forty days by the 
devil.” In Mark’s gospel it is worded in a much stronger fashion.  “Immediately the Spirit drove 
Him into the wilderness.”  The NAS says, that “the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the 
wilderness.”   You and I should understand that our baptism is linked with the temptations that 
will often be providentially ordained to come to us “immediately afterwards”.  There was no real 
time of rest and reflection that was given to the Lord Jesus.  The Spirit drove him into the 
wilderness; into a 40 day trial of his resolution to fulfill all righteousness.  This is what often 
happens to young Christians as well; especially those who have by baptism declared their faith in 
Christ and their intention to walk in His way in newness of life.  Your resolution to follow will be 
tested.  The Holy Spirit is now leading you, O young Christian.  Do not be afraid of this time of 
testing; do not be afraid of the devil, but rather resist him firm in your faith.   
 
       "Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus going on before: Christ the Royal 
Master leads against the foe; forward into battle, see His banners flow.”  “At the sign of triumph Satan’s host doth 
flee; on then, Christian soldiers, on to victory: Hell’s foundations quiver at the shout of praise; brothers lift your 
voices, loud your anthems raise.”  
  

       Once you have been baptized, dear saint of God, you have declared your colors.  You have 
shown your allegiance to God and to Christ and to the Scriptures.  You are going to live to these.  
But Satan wants nothing better than to make a fool out of you and your profession of faith; of 
you and your confession of Christ.  He would have you think only of yourself and your own 
needs.  Notice that at this time of greatest temptation that Jesus fasted.  This allowed him to 
focus his mind and heart on things above, on the spiritual things of  loving God with all of His 
heart and laying aside for a time, the things related to His body's cravings.  These were not sinful 
bodily cravings but rather the regular ongoing needs and of his human body to be satisfied with 
food, and to be in a safe place.  In Mark 1: 13 it says, “And He was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts….”   Jesus would prove, in this time of 
temptation that His food was to do the will of God.  And He would also prove that God was His 
shield and defense.  He did not need to overly worry or be anxious as to how He would be 
provided for, during this time in the wilderness; during this time where fear and unbelief could 
lay hold on Him.  Jesus, as a man, knew that He was in God’s good care, even in the most 
difficult time of his temptation by the devil.  This fasting was how Jesus would prepare Himself 
to face each of the devil's temptations.  They would all relate to Himself and what He might be 
led to desire independently of God's will for His life.  Let’s look at each of these for a few 
moments.   
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       In Luke 4: 2 it says, “And in those days Jesus ate nothing, and afterward, when they had 
ended, He was hungry.”  “And the devil said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become bread.”  “But Jesus answered him, saying, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God.”  The devil was tempting Jesus to exercise His own 
divine power as the God-man, to use that great power to provide for His own needs 
independently of what God His Father would have him to do at that time.  The devil was asking 
him to prove to him that He had that power and that the independent exercise of that power 
would prove His identity.  But Jesus would not use His great power independently to exercise it 
at the devil’s bidding.  Instead He answers the devil, and opposes the devil’s false logic by saying 
to him, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.”  He is saying that He 
would subject Himself to God's will and God’s word, and not to the suggestion that He needed to 
use His power as the Son of God in any other way than that which God commanded.  We should 
learn from this my friends, that our identity as Christians, as the sons of God, is not proven to 
ourselves, to other people, or to the devil, by our acting independently of God’s Word.  Rather it 
is most certainly established when we are not taken away from it by the temptations of the devil 
to act independently of God's Word.  Our trust is in the Lord, that we are ultimately being 
provided for and kept safe by Him and not by our own efforts.  It is not something that rests with 
our taking actions to secure those things independently of trusting in God.  What a rich lesson 
this is.  Have you learned it, O Christian?  Can you, with Jesus, face this temptation? 
       The 2nd temptation of the devil to Jesus was in regard to selfish ambition and personal 
authority and greatness.  Verse 5 says, “Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.”  “And the devil said to Him, 
‘All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it 
to whomever I wish.”  “Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.”  This is a 
particularly bold and presumptuous declaration on the part of the devil.   He presumes to have 
the authority and the ability to give to the Son of God, all that His Father was intending to give 
to Him as a result of His sufferings; that is the kingdoms of this world.  This would be the easy 
way for Jesus to inherit them; to take them as a gift from one who had declared to Him that he 
had the authority to give them to Him now, and thus Jesus could supposedly avoid having to 
suffer and conquer in order to attain to them later.  The only price to be paid would be that the 
devil required that He worship before him.  What an awful being Satan is; that he would tempt 
the Son of God in this way.  Such pride in him, that he would seek to secure the worship of the 
Son of God, the One through whom all the angels were made in the beginning; even Satan 
himself.  He would supposedly obtain victory by the lie that the Devil had the authority to give 
the kingdoms of the world to Jesus when he only had what he had obtained by usurping the 
place of God in men’s hearts.  Jesus rightly rebukes him.   He will give him no place in His heart 
and will reject his false authority.  “Get behind Me, Satan!”  “For it is written, ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”   
       This statement must be remembered by all God’s saints, those who wish to have the victory 
over temptation.  God alone is to be worshiped and served.  It is good to be in the fear of the 
Lord all day long.  And there is no obtaining any lasting possession or inheritance by receiving 
gifts or positions from Satan. Whatever deals anyone makes with Satan, whatever gifts are 
bestowed by him, are all given with a purpose to secure our worship of him.  Once a person sins 
and compromises in this way, then Satan turns murderer and destroyer and removes all that he 
has given.  God is the giver of every good and perfect gift.  Let us trust in Him and worship and 
serve Him only.   
       And then finally Satan tempted Jesus to become His own murderer by presuming upon His 
Father's care of Him through the angels.  He actually quotes Psalm 91: 11 and 12, “He shall give 
His angels charge over you, to keep you,” and “In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you 
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dash your foot against a stone.”  See how the devil would twist God's good care of His Elect, to 
turn them to presume upon and test the truth of that good care.  But our Lord Jesus is not 
fooled, and neither should we.  “And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It has been said, ‘You 
shall not tempt the Lord your God.”   
      The temptation was being put to Jesus something in this way by Satan.  It is not enough that 
you have recently been baptized and been given the witness of God's voice from heaven to you.  
It is not enough that you have been given the witness of the Holy Spirit descending upon in 
bodily form as a dove.  These things done publicly in the presence of witnesses in the wilderness 
are nothing compared with the attention and respect and regard that people will have for you if 
you throw yourself off the pinnacle of this temple.  All the people of the temple who are 
attending the worship will see it and they will then certainly declare you to be God's messenger 
to them; when you fall and are caught by the angels as the Scripture says.  But the part of the 
verses from Psalm 91: 11 and 12 that Satan did not quote to Jesus was the words, “to keep you in 
all your ways”.  Jesus knew that to be kept in all of His ways, that He should not tempt God.  He 
knew that He should not expect God to keep Him if He was to do something that was 
presumptuous, presuming upon God’s care, even though he was going to be reckless.  And my 
beloved brethren, let us learn to think in the same way as the Lord Jesus; the same way that the 
Scriptures command.  Let us not presume upon God’s care for us, to keep us, by doing things 
that would assume that God, because He is Faithful, must keep us bodily and physically from 
harm.   Christ’s kingdom and His glory are not furthered by acts of our presuming upon His 
coming to our rescue for impulsive and silly things that we do at the request of the devil or other 
people.   
3rd – God is well pleased to confirm and strengthen the faith of those who do pass 
the test. 
       Verse 13b of Mark chapter 1 says, “and the angels ministered to him.”  Matthew 4: 11 says, 
“Then the devil left Him, and behold angels came and ministered to Him.”  The lesson to be 
learned this morning is that we must resist the devil.  It is when we resist with right use of 
Scripture, resist entering into the temptation of believing the false logic of the devil, that we 
obtain the victory over him and God is well pleased.  The very thing that Satan falsely promised 
to the Lord Jesus, God was well-pleased to give.  He gave his angels charge to come and minister 
to the Lord Jesus.   Jesus stood confirmed in His righteousness.   And because of it, He has grace 
to give to each of you who will trust in Him.  We cannot stand in our own righteousness and 
strength, but we can stand and overcome in Jesus name.  And when we do  stand and pass the 
test God will confirm this victory by the witness of His Spirit and a clear conscience.  Listen to 
the Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5: 10.  “But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle 
you.” The NAS says, “perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”   “To Him be the glory and 
the dominion forever.”  God is well pleased when we trust in Christ for our salvation.  He is well 
pleased when we will obey Him by seeking to be baptized after we have believed.  And He is well 
pleased when we face temptation striving to pass the test by seeking Christ’s grace to do so.  
Jesus is full of grace to needy sinners.  God is well pleased with Jesus and His righteousness.  
This is why we trust in him for salvation and for the strength and wisdom that we need to face 
the temptations of the devil.  Will you not come to Him for it today?   
       
        


