
LORD’S DAY 44     (Matthew 6:19-34)                                                                                          Songs:    8      21     40     333 
                                        THE  BOUNDARY  ON  OUR HEART 
 

Intro: In Lord’s Day 44 we come to the climax and conclusion of the law as it reaches into our inmost lives, the heart. 
         -What a difference between the unbeliever and the child of God as we stand before this law. 
         -This command teaches the spiritual character of the law, compares us to the law, and speaks of the importance of the law.  

I.  THE DESIRES OF THE HEART   
     A.  The tenth commandment addresses our hearts. 
          1. The word covet simply means to desire or long for something. 
          2. The question for us is what do we set our hearts on? What is the passion of your heart? 
          3. There is good coveting. 
     B. The tenth commandment addresses the unlawful desires of the heart. 

1. This is the sin of desiring what God does not desire to give to us. 
2. It is the desiring of that which is my neighbor’s. 
3. How serious is this sinful desiring? Covetousness is essentially idolatry! 

     C. Contentment with what we have in the way of serving God. 
          1. Contentment means “to be sufficient, to have enough, to be full.” 
          2. This is the confidence of faith that God’s grace is sufficient to carry me through every circumstance in life. 
          3. This contentment is found in the fact that we are God’s children in Jesus Christ, and he is Sovereign. 
          4. This must be a learned contentment because of our sinful natures. 
     D. This is a very personal question. 
         1. “What doth the tenth commandment require of us?” 
         2. “…never rise in our hearts…hate sin with our whole heart.” 

II. THE DEMAND FOR PERFECTION 
A. The perfection demanded: 

          1. Negatively: Required is that we never think, conceive, imagine or desire anything contrary to God’s law. 
          2. Positively: Required is that we hate at all times with our whole heart.” 
          3. Positively: Required is that we always and constantly delight in all righteousness from the heart. 
          4. Required are not just outward actions in and of themselves. 
     B. The question: “Can those who are converted to God perfectly keep these commandments?” Can I? 
         1. How humbling is this question. 
         2. The reality of our imperfection comes to light when we stand before this tenth commandment. 
         3. But we stand before this command as those who are redeemed, delivered from the bondage of sin. 
         4. As new creatures in Christ, we are nothing apart from the grace of God. 
    C. The answer given: 
         1. “No, not even the holiest men while in this life…” 
         2. Yet the beautiful confession: By grace we have a small beginning of this obedience! 
         3. We begin to live not only according to some, but all the commandments of God. 
    D.  Our perfection lies in the work of Jesus Christ. 
         1. We stand before the law as those who are washed and regenerated children of God 
         2. Christ has fulfilled the law for us. We do not have to obey the law to in order to be redeemed. 
         3. We are no longer under law but under grace, justified by faith, without the works of the law. 
         4. And one day when Christ comes again, we shall be made perfect. 
III. THE NEED OF OUR HEARING THIS BOUNDARY. 
    A. Why then the law? 
        1. By our sinful nature, we do not like boundaries. 
        2. Because Christ dwells in us by his Spirit strive to walk in obedience to the whole law. 
        3. This is out of thankfulness for all that God has done for us in Christ Jesus. 
        4. As thankful Christians we are compelled to walk in obedience and will not enter into glory without it! 
    B. Why must this boundary of the law be so strictly preached? 
       1. Emphasized is the need for the sharp preaching of God’s law. 
       2. It is necessary because the child of God lives a life of constant spiritual tension.  
       3. The law of God restores: turns from sin and comforts in the cross. 
   C. The fruit of the preaching of the law in our lives.  
       1. The preaching of the law increases our sensitivity to sin (Rom.7:7). This is a deepening of spiritual life. 
       2. The preaching of the law leads us more and more to our Savior Jesus Christ! What glad tidings of redemption. 
       3. The Holy Spirit uses the preaching of the law to sanctify us, calls us to a life of true conversion. 
       4. The preaching of the law gives us hope. We yearn for the perfection that awaits us! 
       5. May God be glorified in us! Come Lord Jesus, come quickly! 
 


