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STUDY FOUR 

The Holy Spirit  
and God’s Plan (3) 

The Spirit and the Fulfilment  
of Prophecy 

If we were to say that the Spirit is not only the agent of God, 
but also in a particular way the guardian of history, we would 
not be wrong, yet both are the one thing. We will further see 
that God’s plan for history is the redemption and glorification 
of His called ones. In this sense the Spirit is not simply above 
the people of God, and the manipulator of history, but rather as 
loving person he is yearning over each whom he brings to 
redemption, with no less love than that of the Father and the 
Son. This intimately personal element must always be kept in 
mind. Just how this relates to human beings as persons is 
shown in the action of the Spirit and the coming of John the 
Baptist. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE  
COMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

For some four hundred years there had been no prophetic 
ministry of the Spirit which was explicit. In this period scholars 
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had tended to turn back on law as an end in itself, and had 
occupied themselves with the principles and, often, the minu-
tiae of law. Hence the preponderance of lawyers, scribes, and 
the sect of the Pharisees who were quite legal in their approach 
to life. The ruling caste of Jews was that of the sect of the 
Sadducees, who did not believe in the supernatural, life after 
death, angels and the resurrection. They had held the reign of 
political power. They were the rulers, primarily, of the temple. 
They were scarcely likely to welcome any ‘spiritual’ move-
ment. If they were religionists, then they were hardheaded in 
that direction, and in fact quite political in their use of their 
control of the temple. 
 The four gospels clearly show John the Baptist as a man who 
had received authority. Luke’s gospel speaks of the remarkable 
events which attended his birth. The other synoptic gospels 
show him as a man who had spent time in the wilderness, and 
who appeared as the prophet par excellence. He is described as 
the prophet or precursor to Messiah by the use of Isaiah 40:3. 
Luke uses Isaiah 40:3–5. In Luke’s account, prior to John’s 
conception by the aged couple Zechariah and Elizabeth, an 
angel of the Lord uses Malachi 4:5–6 of John—that is, saying 
that John will come in the Spirit and power of Elijah to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children. Jesus also uses this refer-
ence in regard to John (Matt. 11:14). Mark also uses Malachi 3:1, 
‘Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall pre-
pare thy way’, and conflates it with Isaiah 40:3. This messenger 
is to go before the Lord, the messenger of the covenant, and his 
coming is going to constitute a heavy confrontation for Israel.  
 The import of these uses is to distinguish John as an excep-
tional prophet. Apart from ‘the prophet’ of Deuteronomy 18: 
15ff., no prophet’s coming has ever been prophesied. John 
denied he was that prophet (John 1:21), so then he was an 
exceptional prophet. Jesus said that ‘all the prophets and the 
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law prophesied until John’ (Matt. 11:13), meaning that an  
era had finished with the coming of John. He also said that 
John was the greatest of men born of women. He added that 
the very least in the kingdom of heaven was greater than John. 
His meaning was, ‘John is the greatest prophet. His coming 
has been prophesied. By coming he fulfilled the prophecies 
concerning himself, but more, what they prophesied and what 
he prophesied has now happened in my coming, of which he 
was the precursor.’ 
 The reason we look at John is that he was very much the 
climax of the series of Spirit-enabled prophets. It was said of 
him that he was to be filled with the Spirit even from his 
mother’s womb (Luke 1:15; cf. 1:41). John was surely a great 
prophet of the Spirit. His message was that Messiah was near, 
even on the doorstep. John baptised with water, promised 
forgiveness of sins (to come) and commanded the baptism of 
repentance with that in view. However, Messiah would baptise 
with the Holy Spirit, he would take away the sins of the world, 
and with him would come the very kingdom itself! First Peter 
1:10–12 speaks of the prophets knowing the principles they 
prophesied, but not the actual times or events. John knew both. 
Hence his greatness as a man of the Spirit. 
 From our point of view of looking at the person and work of 
the Spirit we can see that the many centuries of preparation of 
mankind, of the people of God, and of the holy seed, the true 
elect remnant, were now about to have their fruition. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND JESUS 

Without doubt Jesus is ‘the man of the Spirit’ as later the Spirit 
himself can be known as ‘the Spirit of the man’. By this we mean 
that all prophets and other men invested with the Spirit acted 
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differently from those who were not anointed or filled by the 
Spirit, yet Jesus, even beyond John the Baptist, is the man of the 
Spirit. He is uniquely so. 
 The evidence of the gospels, taken at face value, tells us that 
from beginning to end his lot was tied in with the Spirit, and it is 
this we have to investigate. However, we first have to consider 
one matter—was such a man of the Spirit predicted in the proph-
ets? Is the use of Old Testament Scriptures merely a justificatory 
rationalisation of Jesus, and an artificial attempt to make him 
congruous with the prophecies, or is he indeed the very fulfil-
ment of the prophecies, and so, truly the man of the Spirit, and 
no mere theological concoction as such? For example, we have 
seen that John the Baptist is not someone who, as it were, 
appears out of the air. He is authenticated by happenings and the 
prophecies. 
 We have seen that there is a figure upon whom the Spirit 
comes, and in whom the Spirit dwells. This is shown in Isaiah 
11:1–9, 42:1–4, and 61:1–2. Also, though without reference to 
the Spirit as such, the angel quotes Isaiah 7:14 to Joseph 
(Matt. 1:23). In Luke 1:30–37 Mary is told that there will be a 
birth (which would well accord with Isa. 7:14) and it is said, 
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy, the Son of God’. 
 As to the Spirit coming upon Jesus, Jesus himself applies 
the passage of Isaiah 61 to himself (Luke 4:18–21). Isaiah 
42:1 is also applied in the Father’s affirmation at the baptism, 
where it is conflated with Psalm 2:7. The eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah is applied by Paul to Jesus in Romans 15:12. However 
it is not mere application of prophetic proof-texts that interests 
us. It is the full figure of Jesus as he emerges in the gospels. 
He is certainly the man of the Spirit. This we see in the 
following ways: 
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He Was Conceived in and by the Spirit 

 That we have already seen. It is reasonable to assume that 
even more than John the Baptist he was filled with the Spirit 
from his mother’s womb. 

He Grew Up in the Spirit  

 The two passages of Luke 2:40 and 52 indicate good human 
growth. Wisdom is one of the elements that is twice predicated 
of him. In this we are reminded of Isaiah 11:2. However it is the 
events which attend his birth which show us how the Spirit is 
active concerning him. In regard to John’s birth, both Zechariah 
and Elizabeth are filled with the Spirit. In regard to Jesus, 
Simeon has the Holy Spirit upon him and prophesies over Jesus. 
Doubtless Anna also was a person of the Holy Spirit. We can 
conclude that Jesus grew up in the aid and power of the Spirit. 

He Was Baptised in the Spirit  

 The four gospel accounts are aware of this. At his baptism 
Jesus is anointed Messiah, a term which seems to be synony-
mous with ‘the Son of God’ (cf. Matt. 16:16; 26:63). Acts 
10:38 speaks of this anointing as producing the ministry Jesus 
wrought. Jesus himself interprets it from Isaiah 61:1f., whilst 
the Father uses, as we have seen, Isaiah 42:1 and Psalm 2:7 to 
describe the significance of the event. 
 We have said that men of the Spirit could only accomplish 
what was demanded of them by what had been given to them 
by the Spirit. This must be so, also, with Jesus. 

He Ministered in and by the Spirit  

 Both Acts 10:38 and Matthew 12:28 specify that Jesus wrought 
his miracles, signs and wonders, healings and exorcisms by the 
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Spirit. We see that he was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to have his Sonship tested by Satan (Luke 4:1–2). There is no 
diminution of the Spirit through this event since ‘Jesus returned 
in the power of the Spirit into Galilee . . . And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified by all’ (Luke 4:14–15). As human 
spirit he was undoubtedly fulfilled and enabled by the Holy 
Spirit. 
 He rarely speaks of the Holy Spirit during his ministry, but 
doubtless he understood the ministry of the Spirit to himself. 
His profound statement in regard to worship of God through 
the Spirit (John 4:23–24) must have come out of his own 
experience in the Spirit. In Luke 10:21 we see him in such 
worship and prayer. 

He Offered Himself through the Eternal Spirit  

 This is a commentary of Hebrews 9:14. It partly refers to 
the fact that he went to the cross unblemished and so was the 
true sacrifice. However, since Jesus did all things through the 
Spirit we assume he also fulfilled the work of redemption by 
the Spirit. Doubtless the union of the two in this work speaks 
of very deep dimensions in regard to his love, his suffering, 
and his battle with the powers of darkness. 

He Was Raised from the Dead  
through the Holy Spirit 

 Romans 1:4 and 8:11 do not directly say that Jesus was 
raised from the dead by the Spirit, but that thrust is unmis-
takable. The Spirit is going to raise us; hence we assume he 
raised Jesus. Jesus rose through the Spirit of holiness, and we 
assume his spirit had its holiness through the Holy Spirit. The 
care of the Spirit in that experience of death must mean that at 
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no point did the Spirit separate from the one he had anointed 
and aided. 

Jesus Ascended by the Power of the Spirit 

 Ephesians 1:19–21 speaks of the power which raised Jesus 
from the dead. This same power has set him at the right hand 
of the Father. This power in Romans 6:4 is called ‘the glory of 
the Father’, yet we take it that the operative power is the Spirit 
himself. This must be so since he is the Spirit of life, the 
creative and the recreative Spirit. 

JESUS UNIQUE AMONGST MEN  
BECAUSE OF THE SPIRIT 

Having said all that we have in the seven categories above, we 
need also to understand the consciousness that the Spirit must 
have given to Jesus, even before his Messianic anointing, and 
certainly following it. This consciousness was of himself, and 
his relationship to the Father. He could cry ‘Abba!’ (Mark 
14:36). Indeed when he prayed to his Father his level of 
utterance was high (cf. Luke 10:21). In Luke 11:1ff. we see 
that he moved his disciples to want to pray in similar manner. 
 However, it is John’s gospel which gives us an extra-
ordinary view of Father–Sonship as Jesus lived it. This is not 
confined to the gospel of John. Matthew 11:27 has long 
intrigued scholars as it suddenly confronts us with the fact that 
Jesus has unique knowledge of God, as Father, he being 
uniquely Son. In fact he seems to suggest that one does not 
know God really—not in depth—unless one knows Him as 
Father. Obviously no one can have his own unique relation-
ship with God, but he is prepared to reveal God as Father to 
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those to whom he chooses to do so. Unless he does, man will 
continue in ignorance of the full nature of God. 
 As we have said, John’s gospel alerts us to the unusual 
nature of Jesus as man. It is not that his humanity is of another 
quality, in the sense that he is more than a man in his 
humanity, or that he has a super humanity. In fact nothing 
about his humanity appears to differ from that of others. There 
is however this puzzling quality of relationship which he 
claims to have with the Father, God. Nor is it simply a claim. 
He is virtually saying that if his hearers knew God as Father 
they would recognise him as Son, indeed would understand—
his humanity and all given in —that he had come from the 
Father. 
 At no point does he explicitly point to the Spirit as the 
means, cause or agent for this knowledge of God which he 
possesses. However it is Peter who later gives us the indi-
cation, ‘how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him’ (Acts 10:38). Peter is saying that God was with Jesus, 
the man from Nazareth, and so related to him that he was 
possessed of great power and accomplished wonderful 
things—healings, signs, miracles, exorcisms, and the like—
thus giving evidence of a humanity exercised in an 
incomparable way. None had been or done like him before. 
 In John 2:23–3:14, Jesus does not trust the sudden accept-
ance which he meets from people who are impressed by his 
signs which he has done. He tells a member of the Sanhedrin, 
Nicodemus, that it is not enough for him to say, ‘We know that 
you are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that you do, unless God is with him’. He says, ‘Except a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God’ (AV), 
implying that Nicodemus has not been born again. He adds, 
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‘unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God’. 
 He is giving us a clue to his own knowledge and 
experience of God—the birth of man by the Spirit. If a man 
were to have this he would understand Jesus. Jesus is a man of 
the Spirit. He worships the Father in Spirit and in truth, and 
does so uniquely. Knowing this we begin to see that the man 
Jesus is different from all men who have walked the earth. 
 This is enormously important for a true Christology.1 It 
does not mean that when we have analysed the Scriptures, 
studied the Christological categories we find there, and put 
them together as best we can, we will be much closer to really 
knowing him. Unless we too are men and women of the Spirit 
we will never understand this one whom Luther calls ‘the 
proper man’, that is, the true man of the Spirit. 
 We mean that in the Old Testament there are prophecies  
of Messiah, of the son of Jesse, the Davidic king of the new 
and extended kingdom, the Son of Man who is given author 
ity over all nations and peoples and tribes, the one who is 
Wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of peace, the one who is the coming King, riding 
into Zion upon an ass, that is the colt, the foal of an ass. He is 
also the Suffering Servant, bearing man’s griefs and sorrows, 
having man’s total iniquity laid upon him, and by his death 
justifying many. He is the prince of the new covenant, the 
covenant of peace. He is all of these things. 
 That so many things can be contained in one man and must 
be comprehended in him is a great mystery. A Christology 
which does not contain them within the man Jesus is obviously 
a deficient Christology. Yet to understand such a person apart 

                                                
1  See also Geoffrey Bingham, The Person and Work of Christ (NCPI, 

Blackwood, 2007). 
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from the Spirit is posing the impossible. Hence Jesus’ kind 
encouragement to the disciples, ‘how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him’, 
and his final teaching in John chapters 14, 15 and 16 concern-
ing: (i) the Father; (ii) the Son; and (iii) the Holy Spirit. When 
the Spirit was come they would understand both him and his 
Father. To these statements we must add the elements in Luke 
24:48–49 and Acts 1:5–8. In the light of these a simple but 
profound understanding of this man of the Spirit would come. 
 Of the Spirit Jesus said, ‘he dwells with you [in my person 
and actions], and will be in you’ (John 14:17). 
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