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STUDY SIX 

The Holy Spirit  
and God’s Plan (5) 

The New Era of the Spirit 

PENTECOST AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE 

Acts 1:3–8, with the teaching concerning the Spirit in John 
chapters 14 to 16, gives the primary significance of Pentecost. 
Add to this Luke 24:45–49, the passages of the gospel com-
mission including John 20:19–23, and the purpose of Pentecost 
is made plain. Up to the ascension of Christ, the Spirit has been 
aiding Jesus to complete the work of salvation, to seal the 
victory of the kingdom, and to bring in forgiveness of sins. 
Now the redemptive work of the Father, through the Son (and, 
by the Spirit), has to be proclaimed and applied in the human 
scene. 
 To put it another way: What good is it to shape history up 
to ‘the proper Man’, and for prophecy to be fulfilled in him, 
and the Spirit to lead and empower him, if he, now become 
the Lord of glory, should fail to be proclaimed to men? What 
good is it if salvation has been made available to man and 
man does not know it? What hope, also, of man knowing and 
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really hearing if the Spirit of truth does not come to apply the 
word of redemption in which he has been so powerfully the 
enabling agent? The significance of Pentecost is that the Spirit 
has come, and come in a new way, and come for the procla-
mation of the gospel, the operation of the kingdom, and for 
the birth and growth of the body of Christ, the church, the 
people of God. 
 We will now give our attention to these details. 

THE SPIRIT THE APPLICATOR 

One of the quirks of textual history in regard to the Spirit has 
been the use of a preposition in John 16:13 (AV) where it is 
said of the Holy Spirit, ‘he shall not speak of himself’. This was 
generally taken to mean ‘about himself’, however the Greek 
preposition apo means ‘from’, and is translated in the RSV ‘on 
his own authority’, as an equivalent statement of Jesus in John 
14:10 where Jesus said, ‘I speak not of myself’, now translated 
‘on my own authority’ or, ‘from myself’. Because of this mis-
understanding the Holy Spirit was often called ‘the anonymous 
one’, as though he sought (modestly) to hide himself. In fact 
from Genesis to Revelation the Holy Spirit reveals much of 
himself, to wit that we can write these notes on all that is 
apparent concerning his person and work. 
 Secondly, there have been those who have said, ‘The only 
work of the Spirit is to apply the work of Christ’. If we add 
(sic!) after ‘only’, then the balance is restored. Given his work 
is application, then what a work! However we know he was 
agent in the preparation for Christ’s coming, and in the 
redeeming work of Christ. It is therefore given to him to apply 
it, and without this application the work of redemption is static 
and ineffective. We say this with great reverence. 
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 It is not our purpose here to examine the modes or even  
the results of his applicatory work. In later studies we will look 
at his work of redemption, sanctification and glorification in 
greater detail. At the moment we simply want to see that the 
people of God are those through whom the Spirit works, for 
Pentecost was also the birth day of the church. 

THE NEW PEOPLE OF GOD 

Peter in 1 Peter 2:9–10 makes a direct transference of old Israel 
to the new people of God by applying Exodus 19:5–6 to them. 
In Acts 2:36 he says, ‘Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
assuredly that God has made him [Jesus] both Lord and Christ’. 
When 3,000 accept the word and are baptised Peter then exhorts 
them, ‘Save yourselves from this crooked generation’, that is, 
the generation which having crucified Jesus will not now—even 
with the fact of the resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit—repent and turn to him. In this sense a new people of 
God has been born, although with real continuity with the old. 
The one hundred and twenty upon whom the Spirit has been 
poured are Jews who have believed in Christ. Now they are 
joined by none but Jews who believe at Pentecost. 
 The mode and manner of this new people, as they live out 
their life, has continuity with the old life, for they worship at the 
temple and observe the customs of their fathers. However, it has 
discontinuity also. Because much, if not most, of prophecy has 
been fulfilled in Messiah, because he is Messiah, and is Lord, 
they are under new modes of life. They worship by the Spirit 
(Phil. 3:3). They have new and unusual powers and gifts from 
the Spirit. They have what is called ‘the unity of the Spirit’, and 
this has been ensured by the supreme gift of the Spirit—love 
(Rom. 5:5). 
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 Given that there is a new people of God with new modes of 
life, what the new people do is of primary importance. They 
proclaim the kingdom, and the gospel of the kingdom. In another 
term this is called ‘witnessing to Messiah’ (Acts 1:8), but it is 
witnessing in the context of the outworking of the kingdom of 
God in the affairs of men—to the ends of the earth. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 

Are the new people of God to be composed of those who 
imitate Christ, or do the things which Jesus did? Are they an 
extension of his ministry such as was seen in Palestine? Do 
they simply multiply the operations and effects of that minis-
try, or do they have a proclamation of what he did which is 
effective, because what he did is what redeems man? Is, then, 
any imitation of Jesus a mere by-product, a spin-off as it were, 
of being incorporated in him, and not the basic work of the 
Spirit in the people of God? These questions need (and will 
have) their answers, but for the moment the important fact 
before us is that the people of God must proclaim the gospel. 
 They must proclaim because Christ has commanded that 
they do so. This is evident from the closing portions of the 
four gospels and the opening portion of Acts. They must pro-
claim not merely to obey a command, for if they love Christ 
they will automatically and spontaneously be about obedience 
(John 14:15). No, they must proclaim because that is God’s 
burden in history. Man is lost and perishing; man is in exi-
stential anguish; man is under the doom of judgement; man 
needs liberation from his mortal enemies. Man cannot truly 
live until the love and justice of God has freed him. 
 Moreover the kingdom is in action and power (1 Cor. 4:20; 
Rom. 14:17). At Pentecost the Spirit falls on ‘all flesh’, at least, 
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as Pentecost signifies, the ‘first-fruits’ of the ultimate harvest. In 
particular, those of Israel are anointed. In Acts 8 there is an 
anointing, in principle, of the Samaritans, and in Acts 10–11 of 
the Gentiles. This is the first fulfilment of ‘Jerusalem and . . . all 
Judea and Samaria and . . . the end[s] of the earth’ (Acts 1:8). If 
we look at the references to the kingdom (e.g. Acts 8:5–12; 19:8; 
20:20–25; 28:23, 30–31) in Acts and the epistles we see that 
those who hear the gospel must believe that Jesus is Lord, 
Messiah of the kingdom, and that the power of God is working 
to effect salvation in the elect, and to bring judgement to the evil 
powers and impenitent man. 
 First Corinthians 1:21 shows that only the foolishness of 
the proclamation (kerugma) can save men. Its modes may be 
foolish (‘not with enticing words of men’s wisdom’ [AV], ‘in 
weakness and in much fear and trembling’) but its substance 
is even more foolish: ‘a stumbling block [scandal] to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles [Greeks/intellectuals]’. Yet it is the only way, 
the dynamic way of saving men. However, it only saves 
because of the power of the Spirit (see 1 Cor. 2:4f.; 1 Thess. 
1:5; 1 Pet. 1:12). 
 We need not enter into all the details of the kerugma here 
but the following paragraph contains a brief outline.  
 In accordance with the prophecies Messiah has appeared. He 
was anointed, attested to by God through the signs and won-
ders which attended his ministry. His death, though normally 
speaking to be regarded as a scandal, yet was beforehand 
ordained by God. Being raised from the dead attests him to be 
Messiah and Lord and, indeed, Son of God. One must believe 
and repent, and so receive forgiveness and eternal life. One 
will also receive the gift of the Spirit. One will have gained 
entrance into the kingdom of God. Those who reject must 
remember that God will one day judge the world by this man, 
Jesus. Meantime he is actively Lord over creation. 
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THE CURRENT PROGRAM OF  
JESUS THE LORD 

The significance of Pentecost is seen in that the people of God 
are now in the ministry of prophecy or the testimony of Jesus 
(Acts 1:8; Rev. 19:10; cf. Acts 2:15–21). This means that 
Jesus is in action, still working in history. Revelation 2:26 and 
3:21 (cf. Eph. 1:19–23) show that Messiah is at the right hand 
of God, the place of reigning, and that as head of his church 
he is directing his people in the plan of action which the 
Father has for history. 
 In Matthew 28:18–20 Jesus makes it clear that as the 
apostles follow his directions so they will be fruitful and that 
he, the Lord, will be with them to the consummation of the 
age. The end of Mark depicts him as working with them, 
confirming their word by signs and wonders. This thought is 
repeated in Acts 14:3, ‘the Lord, who bore witness to the word 
of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their 
hands’ (cf. Acts 19:11, 20). It is apparent that the Lord was 
present, primarily, in and by the Holy Spirit, but what matters 
is that he was present. 
 This anticipation of ultimate victory because of the cross  
is stated clearly in Hebrews 1:3 and 10:12. By virtue of his 
cross-victory he is expectant of ultimate victory. This prin-
ciple is seen in the opening section of Revelation chapter 5. In 
1 Corinthians 15:24–28 it is put together well. He will ulti-
mately subdue, in action, the enemies he has defeated 
principially and legally at the cross. 
 It scarcely needs us to point out that in this era of the Spirit 
it is the Spirit who guides the people of God. Romans 8:14 
and Galatians 5:16–26 set this principle out clearly. God’s 
people walk according to the Spirit or are led by the Spirit. 
However in the book of Acts we see this in practice. From 
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Pentecost onwards the apostles and others are led by the 
Spirit, both in the internal actions of life and discipline within 
the church, and in the external ministry of proclamation. Peter 
goes to Caesarea by the guidance of the Spirit, and an angel 
and the Spirit guide Philip to the chariot of the Ethiopian 
eunuch. Paul and Barnabas are sent out on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to the church at Antioch, whilst the council at 
Jerusalem will make only that move which ‘seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and to us’. Paul and Silas are forbidden by the 
Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they attempt to go into 
Bythinia they are prevented by the Spirit. 
 To this many things could be added, where the Spirit warns 
and guides, particularly through prophecy. However these 
things may be, the Holy Spirit, sent by Messiah, is leading 
Christ’s people in the plan of the Father. Hence Paul’s 
injunction to not be foolish but wise, knowing the will of the 
Lord, and immediately adds, ‘be filled with the Spirit’, know-
ing it is through him that that will is made known. 
 Prophecy as our Lord outlines it in the Olivet discourse, and 
as John reveals it in the Revelation, and as Peter and Paul 
depict it in the prophetic passages of their letters, all indicate 
that the day of the Lord is coming, that is the end time. In Acts 
2:14–21 Peter points out that in the prophecy of Joel the era of 
the Spirit was to commence with the outpouring (Pentecost) 
and continue until ‘the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
manifest day’. This means, then, that the Holy Spirit is working 
his work, the work of the Father and the Son, which can be 
summed up in ‘the testimony of Jesus’ from Pentecost to the 
day of the Lord, and certainly on the very day of the Lord itself, 
be that a day or a period of time and operations. This is why he 
is called the eschatological Spirit. 
 To be the eschatological Spirit does not mean he will work 
only at the end time, but that he has always been working for 
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the end time. If we can speak of his shaping up history for the 
incarnation and ministry of Christ, and if we can speak of his 
shaping up man to redemption and man in redemption to glori-
fication then we can begin to understand the whole import of 
the person and work of the Spirit. This is the real meaning of 
his being called the eschatological Spirit. Of course in the same 
sense we can speak of ‘the eschatological Father’ and ‘the 
eschatological Son’, as incongruous as those statements sound. 
God has always had His true end in view, and it is of those 
things we will presently speak. 

THE SPIRIT AT THE END TIME 

In the Old Testament the Spirit is often called ‘the [ruach]  
of His mouth’. By this ruach we saw creation made. In Isaiah 
11:2 the ruach of the Lord rests upon the ‘shoot from the 
stump of Jesse’, that is, the Davidic Messiah. This is the 
sevenfold Spirit. The anointed one—the one upon whom the 
Spirit comes—will judge the world, and ‘he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the [ruach] of his 
lips he shall slay the wicked’. He will judge then with word 
and Spirit, and the Spirit shall execute judgement. 
 In Isaiah 4:2 we read of ‘in that day’ when all shall be 
cleansed and holy following judgement. There will be a ruach 
of judgement, and a ruach of burning. This relates to the 
warning of John to the Pharisees and Sadducees, ‘You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’ 
He refers to snakes fleeing before a desert fire. He adds, ‘Bear 
fruit that befits repentance, and do not presume to say to your-
selves, “We have Abraham as our father”; for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree 
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therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.’ What, then, is that fire? He adds, ‘I baptise you 
with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I . . . he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the granary, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire’ (Matt. 3: 
7–12). 
 The phrase ‘with the Holy Spirit and with fire’ is a form of 
Hebraic parallelism. The Holy Spirit is fire, and fire is one of 
his symbols as was seen on the day of Pentecost. The same fire 
burns up the dross but purifies where there is need. Jeremiah 
had the word of God as fire in his bones. This is the fire of 
energy. Hence the Holy Spirit is ‘the Spirit of judgement, and 
the Spirit of burning’ since ‘our God is a consuming fire’. 
First Corinthians 3 shows that the ultimate judgement will be 
a test which will burn up the dross, but purify the pure and 
true metal. Again, in 2 Thessalonians 2:8, ‘the breath of his 
[Jesus’] mouth’ will destroy ‘the lawless one’. This is a use of 
the ruach of Isaiah 11:4 and is also eschatological. 
 On the one hand, then, the Spirit will be operating at the 
judgement. Yet we know—and will further see—that he is the 
eschatological Spirit in that he sanctifies and glorifies the 
believer. This is a very intimate work, but it is the climax of 
his total work throughout history as he works with the Father 
and the Son. We find him at the end of the Revelation saying 
with the church, the Bride, ‘Come!’ The first ‘Come!’ is to the 
Bridegroom, for the marriage of the Bride and the Lamb is a 
blessed consummation to history. The second ‘Come!’ is to all 
who, as yet, have not drunk of the water of life, freely (cf. Isa. 
55:1ff.). 
 We can close this chapter of our studies by saying that 
when the glorification of man is manifested then the glory of 
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God is shown in full. That is the point where the plan of God 
is completed and we recognize, with awe, gratitude, and love, 
that the tireless agent who works ceaselessly to fulfil this plan 
is the one who is called the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of glory, 
and the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit of the Son. 
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