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DADS READY TO REFRESH OTHERS 

II Timothy 1: 15-18 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

William Cullen Bryant in his most famous poem, “Battlefield,” said, “Truth, 

crushed to earth, shall rise again; The eternal years of God are hers: But Error, 

wounded, writhes in pain, and dies among his worshippers.” When evangelical 

missionaries were forced out of China in 1950, Christians everywhere were 

wringing their hands. The common sentiment was, “This is terrible. China will go 

back into the dark ages under the Communist heel. The poor remaining Christians 

there will be reduced to nothing.” But what happened, beloved? The truth is now 

self-evident. The door is again open to China and Christians who have gone back 

there have found an amazing miracle. The persecuted church has increased 

numerically sevenfold over what it was when the missionaries left. Pastor Ray 

Stedman once said it well, saying, “God’s most significant approach to 

evangelizing a city is to begin by locking all the preachers up in jail.” Paul wrote to 

the church in Philippi, saying, in Philippians 1: 14, “And most of the brothers, 

having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to 

speak the Word without fear.”  

 

Nevertheless, for Paul and Timothy at this time, as Paul was locked away in Nero’s 

prison, it was a frightening time. Did God care about His church? He did! But had 

God forgotten Paul? Never! Beloved, when you and I look around us at the 

rampant apostasy that has settled in over America like a thick fog, over our entire 

nation under His judgment, we must remember Paul’s inspired words in Romans 5: 

20, “Where sin increased or abounded, grace abounded all the more.” Or as 

William Cullen Bryant said, “Truth crushed to earth, shall rise again.” James 

Russell Lowell said it well when he said, “Though the cause of evil prosper, Yet 

‘tis truth alone that’s strong. Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the 

throne. Yet that scaffold sways the future, And behind the dim unknown, Standeth 

God within the shadows, Keeping watch above His own.” 

 

In the midst of Paul’s darkest hour, when all the other believers in the province of 

Asia deserted him, one light shined brightly. That light belonged to a brother born 

for adversity named Onesiphorus. If he were living today, we might call him Onas 

for short. Our amazing four verse text today in II Timothy 1: 15-18 teaches us 

three outstanding Christlike characteristics of this great Dad that were exemplified 

throughout his entire life. Oh, how all of us as God’s people need these three 

characteristics individually in our lives, and corporately in our church today. Truly 

this awesome Dad, Onesiphorus is exhibit A—God’s prime example and model # 1 

of the kind of selfless, sacrificial service Paul was calling Timothy to, his son in 

faith. Paul used this example of a Dad, an elder or deacon that probably held 
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church in his home; yes, Paul was calling his son in the faith, Timothy to emulate 

and model to his life as a pastor and superintendent in Ephesus and Asia Minor, the 

example of this amazing Dad. What are these three Christlike characteristics we 

need that are found in the life of Onesiphorus? (I especially dedicate this message 

to you, Dads. Since I will be in Moldova next Sunday, the Lord willing, Pastor 

Larry will preach on Father’s Day. Nevertheless, there has never been a day when 

messages to Dads are needed more.) What are these three Christlike characteristics 

we all need which are found in the life of this one godly Dad? 

 

WE NEED TO BE UNCONCERNED FOR SELF. (I.) Notice vs. 16. “May the 

Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and 

was not ashamed of my chains.” Now don’t think wrongly in this text that mercy is 

something we earn. The benediction of “May the Lord grant mercy…” uses the 

word “grant,” which is the Greek word didomi. Didomi means a granting based on 

a decision made by the will of the Giver, and never by any merit of the recipient. 

Mercy is a gift, but there is a correlation between Onesiphorus being merciful to 

the apostle Paul and God granting the household of Onesiphorus mercy. You see, 

this benediction and prayer for the wife and children of Onesiphorus, his household 

to be granted God’s mercy relates to the fact that their Dad often was Paul’s 

refreshing friend while he was in Nero’s prison. Jesus said in the Sermon on the 

Mount in Matthew 5: 7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Notice that this benediction of mercy is to be extended in this prayer of Paul to the 

household of Onesiphorus—to his whole family, his wife and all his children. 

When one of our fellow brothers or sisters in unconcerned for himself and he 

ministers refreshment to us and others, there is a very real sense in which this 

brother or sister’s entire household is worthy of praise. How so? Why? It is 

because in the end, just as this Dad was unselfish in helping Paul, he could only do 

it if he was enabled to do so by his unselfish wife and children.  

 

Unselfishness takes a family effort. The Greek word for household is oikos which 

means a dwelling full of people, a family. Do you remember the rule David sat 

down for all time in I Samuel 30:22-25? It was a rule for all time both for times of 

war and peace. Remember, 200 of his most faithful men in protecting David 

remained behind because they had exhausted themselves in battle. They had no 

strength left to pursue the marauding Amalekites. David left them behind at the 

Brook Bezor to guard the booty and baggage and supplies while those who still 

had energy went with David to finish the battle. When the battle was finally over 

and the victory was won, some of the soldiers who pursued the Amalekites wanted 

none of the 200 guarding the supplies at the Brook Bezor to share in the spoils of 

the victory. David would have none of that selfish pride reigning in his men. He 

said, “You shall not do so, my brothers, with what the Lord has given us. He has 
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preserved us and given into our hand the band that came against us. Who would 

listen to you in this matter? For as his share is who goes down into the battle, so 

shall his share be who stays by the baggage. They shall share alike. And he made it 

a statute and a rule for Israel from that day forward to this day.” As we as nine 

missionaries go to Moldova, hundreds of you stay behind praying for us. When we 

bring mission trip echoes and share God-given victories, the joy, rejoicing and 

spiritual spoils of God’s victories will be share and share alike victories. We would 

have no victories unless many of you would have given and not unless you 

fervently intercede for us. No victories could happen unless some of us felt led of 

God to go, and in point of fact, unless many of you as wives and parents and 

brothers and sisters would release us to go. That is the verdict of Paul on 

Onesiphorus. Only this one man came down to Rome to refresh Paul in prison, but 

the prayer and benediction of Paul is clear, “May the Lord grant mercy to the 

household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my 

chains.  

 

Think of the sacrifice of the entire household, the wife and children of 

Onesiphorus, the husband and father. See Paul’s deep thankfulness to this wife and 

mother and her family, the children of Onesiphorus. It is over 1200 miles by ship 

from Ephesus to Rome. That’s a 2400 mile round trip, and this member of the 

church that met in his house, wife, children, brothers and sisters cried no doubt as 

Onesiphorus kissed his wife goodbye, kissed and hugged his children and 

embraced the brothers and sisters in their local body of Christ. There is much in 

this text pointing to the fact that Onesiphorus never made it home again ever. Most 

commentators agree that from the text, and the way the passage is written, Paul 

was writing this benediction after the death of Onesiphorus who when he wrote, 

was Home in Glory. We know Onesiphorus made it to Rome—the initial 1200 

miles and often refreshed Paul, but somewhere on this mission, he must have died 

on his mission of mercy to Paul in the prison at Rome. 

 

What a sacrifice it was for this husband and daddy to go help Paul, the apostle. 

What a sacrifice he made, but also what a sacrifice his wife and children made to 

let him follow God’s leading and go help Paul. It becomes more evident that Paul 

saw Onesiphorus as Home in Glory by his greeting in the last part of II Timothy 4: 

19 where he said, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.” 

You may conjur, Onesiphorus was still ministering to Paul as he wrote, but if so, 

then why didn’t Paul say, Onesiphorus sends greetings to you, his wife and 

children. Onesiphorus had this mighty characteristic. He was unconcerned for 

himself, and so was his wife and children for themselves. They cared more about 

the apostle Paul who likely led them to faith in Jesus. It is too clear to dispute—

“He often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. The name Onesiphorus 
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means “profit-bringer or profit-bearer. He was that and more. The Greek word for 

refreshed is a compound word, anapsucho. Ana means again and again and over 

and over in repetition + psucho which means to breathe on, to cool, or to revive by 

fresh air. Onesiphorus was a breath of fresh air from heaven to Paul. In that hot 

Roman prison, suffocated by stifling heat, he was God’s air conditioner, putting 

fresh heart into Paul—as he had no embarrassment at all that Paul was in prison. 

What a selfless friend this was. Most friends will forsake us in the darkest hour of 

our need, but the friend to be treasured, as Oliver Greene said it best, is “the one 

who stands with us when we need encouragement, when all others are against us, 

and seemingly, we have lost the battle. No words could ever express the worth of 

such a friend.” Oh how we need to be unconcerned for ourselves. Secondly,  

 

WE NEED TO BE UNDAUNTED AND UNDISMAYED BY SACRIFICE. 

(II.) Notice vs. 17—“But when he arrived in Rome, he searched for me earnestly 

and found me.” Paul’s faithless friends, Phygelus and Hermogenes were not loyal 

to Paul as they deserted him in the province of Asia. “They turned away from 

Paul.” If Onesiphorus had asked for their help in finding Paul, they would have 

said, “You aren’t really looking for Paul, but for your own death sentence.” 

Beloved, a true saint is completely fearless, continually cheerful, and constantly in 

trouble.” Onesiphorus fits that definition. To search for Paul would bring 

Onesiphorus face to face with the Roman authorities soon to behead Paul. To the 

everlasting credit of this great Dad, Onesiphorus chose to undauntingly, 

unflinchingly, and unshrinkingly seek for Paul. It was more than ordinary diligence 

that made him find Paul. The Greek word for searched is zeteo. It means to learn 

the location of someone’s movement from place to place and to carefully 

investigate until that person is found. The Greek word for earnestly is spoudaios. It 

means to be speedy, and quick about something that is a great deal of trouble to do.  

 

Finding Paul was no small chore—this was a long purposeful search. I call to mind 

the valley of the lepers in Ben-Hur. It wasn’t a place most people would dream of 

going. I will never forget being in Nainital, India in the Himalayas. We went to a 

home to eat. While we were there, a man came into the house badly beaten by the 

village officials. He and his wife were called by God to live among the lepers to 

lead them to Jesus. We prayed for him and I held him for a long time in my arms. I 

was not ashamed of his scarred back or afraid of his living in contact with the 

lepers daily. Picture Onesiphorus crossing the Aegean Sea from Ephesus, then 

across the Adriatic Sea and down into the Mediterranean Sea and then up into the 

Terrhenian Sea until he arrived in Rome. Imagine his many conversations as he 

told people his mission. Imagine the stares, the warnings of the risk and the 

mocking laughter as he told of going to visit one of Nero’s chained prisoners. Then 

in Rome, the search was on in earnest as he threaded the maze of unfamiliar 
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streets, undaunted by days and perhaps weeks and months of no clues, then 

following false clues until he found a sure clue finally he found the dungeon and 

was led into it. There in the darkness he heard the voice of his friend, the apostle 

Paul. Finding Paul was not enough. No single short visit would do. Onesiphorus 

was unwearied in his many frequent visits. It was his supreme privilege to share 

with this prisoner Paul, the reproach of Christ’s cross.  

 

Follow me a moment, beloved. There is no mention that Onesiphorus was close in 

personality or interests to Paul. There is no mention that Onesiphorus had no fear 

of contracting malaria which Paul probably had at this time and for that reason, 

was going blind. There is no mention that Onesiphorus and Paul agreed on every 

fine point of theology, on every aspect of church growth and on every hair-splitting 

nuance of Greek exegesis. We don’t know that the two men agreed as to the same 

books to have in their libraries and which ones were best or not as helpful to read. 

No, Onesiphorus saw Paul’s need and he undauntingly sacrificed his life, his wife, 

and his children and their closeness for this time to minister continually to Paul’s 

needs. All we know that these two men had in common was Jesus!! When we have 

Jesus, we have all it takes to sacrificially love every brother and sister in Christ. All 

of our excuses of personality conflicts, differences in how we dot our i’s and cross 

our t’s, and all our protests of our many differences melt away when we realize as 

brothers in Jesus, we share a common walk and talk with Him. How we need to be 

undaunted and undismayed by our sacrifice of love for each other! Thirdly,  

 

WE NEED TO BE UNCEASING IN CHRISTIAN SERVICE TO EACH 

OTHER. (III.) Notice verse 18. “May the Lord grant him—Onesiphorus to find 

mercy from the Lord on that Day! – and you well know all the service he rendered 

to me at Ephesus.” That Day is the coming Judgment Day when the Lord Jesus 

Christ, the righteous Judge will judge His saints. When Paul said, -- “And you well 

know all the service Onesiphorus rendered at Ephesus,” he was saying that this 

Dad’s sacrifice for Paul was not strange, but was typical of his whole life back in 

Ephesus. Timothy knew Onesiphorus well as he was probably an elder or deacon 

in the Ephesus Church—he was a member of the church they could ill afford to 

lose. His service to God and others in the church was priceless. Beloved, we have 

scores of such men and women in this church. Many of you have been unceasing 

in your Christian service. The promise of God in His Word to you in Hebrews 6: 

10 is clear, "For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that 

you have shown for His name in serving the saints, as you still do.”  

 

The word Paul used for service is diakonia. This word has 38 different meanings 

in the New Testament. Onesiphorus was obviously a man of God whose life 

depicted many of these 38 meanings. Diakonia means waiter, attendant, usher, 
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host, hostess, friend in need, teacher, deacon, elder, official servant, minister, 

administrator, love slave, bondservant, aid giver, official servant, relief giver, 

runner of errands and let’s add a few that are part of what a diakonia is and does. It 

is the waterer of the trees, a weed-puller, nursery worker, one who sets up and 

takes down tables, servant who fixes leaks on the roof, one who moves forward in 

church so those coming in late will readily find an open seat, VBS teacher, Sunday 

School teacher, visitor of the sick and shut-ins, mentor of other saints, church 

cleaner, painter in church, one who mows church grass, worker at church on work 

days, landscaper at church, serving in our sound booth, those filling and emptying 

the baptistery, those who wash the used communion cups, church decorators, 

showing hospitality to strangers, taking newcomers at church out to eat, doing a 

friend’s dishes that is alone or depressed, serving widows and orphans, fixing 

another godly servant’s automobile, raking leaves for an elderly person, carrying in 

meals to those who are post-surgery, and the list goes on and on. Notice Paul is 

saying that this Dad’s Christlikeness rested in its being without end—unceasing. It 

wasn’t just the frequent visits to Paul in his dungeon. Paul is saying to Timothy, 

“Wind back the clock. You know better than I do all the many valued services of 

Onesiphorus in your church there in Ephesus.  

 

Beloved, if you want to be a person like this dad, here’s a path. Memorize 

Philippians 2: 3 and live it out. “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant than yourselves.” That Greek word for strife or 

rivalry is eritheia. It literally means a contentious political maneuvering for greater 

personal power. The Greek word for conceit or vainglory is kenodoxia. That word 

mean empty pride or groundless glory. Another good Bible exhortation from Paul 

in becoming a person like Onesiphorus is Gal. 5: 26 states, “Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another or envying/challenging one another.” Thus Paul 

adds his benediction to his words about Onesiphorus saying, “May the Lord grant 

him—the man himself, this man of mercy to find mercy from the Lord on that 

Day! That day is when the books will be opened and all our motives will be known 

and finally judged by God. Paul said in II Timothy 1: 12, just before speaking of 

this dad, “But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am 

convinced that He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.” I 

close with this prayer for us all. “Dear Father, make us all selfless, sacrificial 

servants—unconcerned for ourselves, undaunted and fearless in our sacrifice, and 

unceasing in our Christian service. Dear Lord God, give us hearts like 

Onesiphorus, in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 


