
       Satan's Leash 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 24           Hymn Insert-  Come People of the Risen King 
1st Scripture:  1 Chronicles 21:1-8               Hymn Insert-  Every Promise of Your Word 
2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 24:1-10               Hymn #700-  Trust and Obey 

Introduction: 

 As we come to the very threshold of the conclusion of this Book, once again, we will find 

David facing a very difficult and painful trial.  And looking back, from the beginning of this 

series, right up to the end, we can certainly attest to the words of Job's friend, Eliphaz, who 

stated in Job 5:6-7, "For affliction does not come from the dust, nor does trouble spring from the 

ground; yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward."  David's life has been racked with 

many trials, and here again, trouble arises.  That said, the recording of this particular trial, and 

that, in the final chapter of this Book, is uniquely significant.  And we will see why, by the time 

we come to the end of this chapter.   

 For this morning, I want us to simply wrestle through something very profound, which 

we are told, right at the initiation of this recorded event.  Here again, the Scriptures give us some 

very important information, concerning the extent of satan's influence and power over this world. 

  

I.  David's Sin 

 The chapter begins, "Again the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel..." (vs. 1a).  

Now, we are not told exactly why the Lord's anger was aroused against Israel.  And that is not 

important.  If it were, we would be given the reason.  We can simply assume that the people had 

done some evil thing, which had led to God's righteous wrath being directed against them.  The 

word "again," is probably meant to direct our attention back to what had happened, when the 

Lord had sent a famine on the land for three years, because of the sin of Saul, who had killed the 

Gibeonites, in violation of Israel's covenant with Gibeon.  There, God had exercised justice, in 

accordance with His perfect timing, against the land, for those sins.  We read about that in 

chapter 21, and we saw how David had atoned for the wicked acts of Saul.  Well here, again, for 

a reason (or reasons) unknown to us, God's anger was aroused against the nation as a whole.  
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 This time, however, God's righteous judgment will not be expressed in the form of a three 

year famine.  Rather, He will do something, which will add to the guilt of the nation, by means of 

David's sin (this time), which will lead to a significant loss of life, and the near destruction of 

Jerusalem!  Even as Saul's sin had brought about national consequences, requiring a specific 

atonement (in that case, seven of Saul's male descendants were hung), David's sin will bring 

about national consequences, requiring a specific atonement, as well.   

 Now, before we get to the main portion of the text which I want to consider with you this 

morning, let me just identify the way, in which, David sins here.  Remember, the people of Israel 

had sinned in some significant way, and this leads to God creating an opportunity for David to 

sin, which will lead to God exercising judgment upon the nation.  What then is David's sin, 

which leads to the national judgment?  Well, in our reading of the first several verses of the text, 

we find that David had "numbered the people" of Israel.  And that, even after he was cautioned 

by Joab (and the captains of his army), to not do so.  Well, what then is so wrong about David 

numbering the people of Israel and Judah?  Well, while we are not given all of the specific details 

concerning the great wrong here, it seems to be the case, that David was seeking to obtain a 

numerical accounting of all the people who were eligible for war, and his motive for this, in 

some significant way, proved that he was trusting in his own might (and the might of the nation), 

and not in the Lord his God.  Very clearly, if nothing else, David was in some way, seeking to 

strengthen his confidence by his numbers, and not by the Lord, who has been his confidence all 

along.  [Read Joab's plea of caution, given in verse 3, again]  And so, clearly, even the 

unrighteous Joab knew that this was very wrong, and he sought to caution David against it.  

However, David rejected Joab's caution, and went ahead and numbered the people anyway.  And 

that is the way, in which, David had sinned against God, leading to the judgment to follow. 

 Having that basic understanding in place then, let us move on to the main point of 

consideration, which I want us to look at, for this morning. 

 Look again with me, at verse 1.  "Again the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, 

and He (God) moved David against them to say, 'Go, number Israel and Judah.'" 

 And so, what are we told here?  Namely, that because of Israel's sin, in some way, God 

had incited/moved David to commit the sin of numbering the people!  In other words, brethren, 

�  of �2 8



as a form of judgment upon Israel, God had, in some way, provoked David to sin, incurring the 

wrath of God upon the nation.  Now, how did God do this?  Don't we read elsewhere in Scripture 

(specifically in the Book of James) that God can neither be tempted nor tempt any man to sin?    

 Well, yes.  So, how do we explain this statement?  Well, in the parallel text to this one, 

found in 1 Chronicles 21, we find the author there saying something very revealing, which will 

help us to put this all together.  In 1 Chronicles 21:1, we are told, "Now satan stood up against 

Israel, and moved David to number Israel."  Whoa!  Now, wait a minute here!  Who moved 

David to number the people?  Was it God or satan?  Well, brethren, here we find another one of 

those Scriptural "golden nuggets of truth," which being very clearly confirmed in other texts, 

finds its practical expression, given right here, in this event.  Here, we find something profound, 

a glorious diamond in the rough, which addresses the workings of satan, within the sphere of 

God's complete sovereignty over all things, and we ought to take careful note of it.  For, in doing 

so, our souls will be greatly relieved and encouraged, finding precious rest in what the Scriptures 

teach about our God, and about all that is beneath Him! 

II.  Satan's Leash 

 Who then moved David to sin here?  God or satan?  Well, both... God in a righteous 

sense, and satan in an unrighteous sense.  Or, we might say it this way:  Because of the sin of the 

people of Israel, God, in His righteous judgment, with good and pure and just motives, moved 

David to sin, as a means of bringing further judgment upon Israel.  And He did this, by means of 

the wicked and unrighteous intentions of satan, such that we can say, "What God meant for good 

and just causes, satan meant for evil."  In other words, brethren, satan is no friend or assistant to 

God here, anymore than Judas Iscariot was a friend or an assistant to God, in betraying Jesus, 

leading to His crucifixion and death.  But both satan and Judas, even with their own wicked 

motives in tact, were used by God, to accomplish His righteous intentions and ends.  You see, 

even the evil of this world, ultimately serves the righteous purposes of God, though He Himself 

is not evil, and is in fact, incapable of committing any evil act.  God cannot tempt anyone, and 

yet, God will use the wicked, who can and do maliciously tempt, so as to accomplish His 
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righteous ends.  And in all of this, we get a taste of how God is completely sovereign over every 

detail of life, while fallen creatures are yet accountable for their own wicked acts.   

 And so, what does this teach us about satan?  Well, not that we should ignore him or act 

as if he doesn't exist.  To be sure, he is hell bent on destroying us, and keeping us from bearing 

testimony to Christ in this lost and fallen world.  But, it does teach us that while we are to 

"watch" and to always be on guard, recognizing that satan is like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 

may devour, at the same time, we are to recognize that satan is on a divine leash.  He cannot do 

anything beyond what God permits him to do.  He cannot "pull one over" on God.  And this is a 

comfort for those who are seeking to fight the good fight, lest we turn to despair in the battle, and 

obsess too much on the wicked wiles and power of the devil.  Here, satan does tempt David and 

move him to commit a serious sin against God, but at the same time, God sovereignly used satan 

to move David to sin, as a means of bringing judgment on Israel.  And so, in that sense, we can 

say that God moved David to number the people, and satan moved David to number the people; 

or, better yet, God moved David to number the people, by means of the wicked acts and 

intentions of satan.  Satan prevailed upon David, as God loosened his leash, leaving David 

susceptible to stumble. 

 Before we move on to apply this to us, brethren, consider three other Scriptural examples, 

which confirm all that I have stated here: 

 1) Perhaps, the Book of Job gives us one of the most vivid pictures, proving that satan is 

indeed leashed.  For there, in the good providence of God, the author pulls back the curtain of 

our visible, historical reality, and takes us into the heavenly places, so that we can view that 

which is going on behind the scenes, during the trial and temptation of Job.  You will recall there, 

that prior to Job going through such a deep time of suffering and trial, unbeknownst to Job, satan 

was standing before God, and Job was the main topic of discussion.  In a world, plagued with the 

affects of satan's wicked influences, God pointed to one man and said to satan, "Have you 

considered My servant Job, and how he fears Me and walks in My ways?"  "Have you 

considered this one live spark, amidst a world of darkness, which still burns bright?  And of 

course, satan, seeking to contend with God, says, as it were, "Well, is Job obedient for nothing?  

Haven't you given him everything, and haven't you hedged him about from all evil?  Of course, 
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he is obedient to you.  You have blessed him immensely.  But, take away from him; remove the 

blessings, and then see what happens.  I tell you that he will curse you to your face!"   

 And so, the Lord grants satan room on the leash, allowing him the freedom to do 

anything to Job, less touching Job's physical person, in any sense.  And so, satan moves to 

destroy all of Job's wealth, and furthermore, he takes the lives of all of Job's children, through 

various means.  And when Job still refuses to curse God, satan returns to God and says, "Well, 

that's because you won't let me touch his body.  Extend the leash; let me touch his body, and I 

assure you that he will curse you!"  And so, God extends the leash further, granting satan the 

ability to touch Job's body without ultimately taking his life.  And it is then that Job is afflicted 

with painful boils from head to toe.   

 And so, brethren, without turning this into a message about Job, we simply note again, in 

keeping with our text here, that satan is faced with divine limitations.  He can go no further than 

the leash, which God sovereignly holds over him.   

 2) Some of you may recall, during the reign of Ahab, that wicked king of Israel (who was 

married to the infamous Jezebel), that Ahab was preparing to go to war against the king of Syria 

(1 Kings 22).  And when, at the behest of Jehoshaphat (the king of Judah), Ahab had sought 

prophetic insight from several false prophets, and then Micaiah (a true prophet of God), Micaiah 

had told Ahab that God had put a "lying spirit" in the mouths of all of Ahab's false prophets, so 

as to compel him to go to war, where he would ultimately be killed.  And so, again, God uses 

even lying spirits to accomplish his will... in this case, to bring about the destruction of Ahab.  

And once again, the spirits were liars themselves, and God simply freed them to do what they did 

best.  We might also note the distressing spirit, which was sent to torment King Saul, here.   

 3) And then finally, of course, we recall those profound words of the Apostle Peter, 

spoken to the Jews, when he was preaching at Pentecost (Acts 2:22-24): 

 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by 

miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also 

know-- Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have 

taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed 

the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it." 
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 Indeed, God had ordained; it was His determined purpose to have His beloved Son 

crucified for the sins of His people.  But, he did this even by the lawless hands of the Jewish 

people.  They were guilty.  They had blood on their hands.  Their intentions were evil.  But God, 

who is all sovereign, utilized even their evil to accomplish the greatest good... eternal salvation 

for all who believe in this Jesus!  What Joseph's brothers meant for evil, God meant for good, 

when Joseph was sold into slavery. 

 And so, again, we find here, critical nuggets of profound truth, affirming the all-

sovereignty of our righteous God, and the righteous prerogative that He has, to use all things for 

His own glory, and for the accomplishing and fulfilling of His eternal purposes and will! 

III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having looked at this portion of our text for this morning, brethren, let us then conclude 

our time, by considering a few closing thoughts and applications: 

 1) Be sobered by the reality that our sins can affect others.  In our text, very clearly, the 

sins of Israel led to God's moving David to number the people, leading to a greater judgment 

upon the people.  To be sure, David did what he did, of his own desire, but God had removed His 

protective restraint from David, allowing him to be vulnerable to the temptation and enticement 

of satan.  When Achan had sinned, taking of the forbidden things (in Joshua 7), we are told there 

that, "the anger of the Lord burned against the children of Israel" (vs. 1).  And in their next battle 

against the city of Ai, Israel was defeated and lost about thirty-six men in the battle.  Thirty-six 

men died and a battle was lost, because of the sin of one man!   

 Oh brethren, are any of you harboring any sins?  Are you toying with sexual sin?  Are 

you in the habit of gossiping?  Are you given over to lying, stealing, cheating... etc?  I would 

exhort you to examine yourselves, this morning.  Take inventory of your own lives.  Are you 

harboring any unconfessed sin?  Are you continuing on in unrepentant sin?  Consider that your 

sin will not only affect your walk with the Lord, but it might affect the walk of your spouse.  It 

might affect the welfare of your children.  And it might affect the prosperity of this whole body, 

of which you are part!  Let us all be about slaying sin, lest it slay us, and harm those who are 

around us.  I would never blame you for my own sins, brethren, but I would be lying if I said that 
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such a text as this, doesn't strike a chord of fear in my own heart.  For God owes the leadership 

of this church no restraint, and He would be righteous and good to allow us to go astray, for the 

sins of this body, if He so chose to do so.  And this leads me to a second application then. 

 2) God exercises much, much, critical restraint all throughout our lives, brethren.  I am 

thoroughly convinced that were God to leave us to ourselves for even a moment, we would all 

walk after the dictates of our natural fleshly lusts.  But, thanks be unto God that He doesn't do 

that, does He?  But brethren, we must understand this.  He is indebted to none of us!  He owes us 

no such restraint.  And while I am confident in His ever restraining grace, I can say with certainty 

and fear that He would be perfectly righteous to leave us to ourselves for a time, if it served His 

own glorious purposes.  Now, that makes me a beggar, doesn't it?  Indeed, that ought to make all 

of us beggars, at the foot of His throne.  God has no obligation to restrain any of our natural 

lusts, and He does restrain us, solely in accordance with the riches of His grace!  Because He is 

rich in grace, brethren... and for no other reason, He restrains us!  [Ex:  When I was first saved... 

a removal of a powerful lust... etc].  God is no man's debtor.   

 Let us therefore, plead with Him to keep us from stumbling, and to present us before His 

presence with exceeding joy!  Let us ever cry aloud with the hymn writer, "Prone to wander, 

Lord I feel it.  Prone to leave the God I love.  Here's my heart, O take and seal it.  Seal it for Thy 

courts above!" 

 3) Finally, brethren, rejoice in the fact that our God is completely sovereign over all 

things!  Oh, blessed be the Lord that He has forfeited none of His sovereignty, in the 

preordaining of this creation!  Our God reigns, brethren!  Our God reigns!  No demon or 

principality or power, anywhere within the created realm, does a single thing, wicked or 

righteous, apart from the sovereign knowledge and decree of God.   

 Now mix that into this two-fold formula: God is always good and pure and wholly 

righteous.  And God has promised to all who are in Christ, that ALL THINGS work together for 

the good of those who love Him, and have been called according to His purpose!  All things, 

painful and pleasant, form Christ in His chosen elect!  If we can truly process that, then there is 

nowhere in the world; there is no shark infested ocean, no terrorist populated land, no quaking 

erupting mountain, no deep pit, no dark cave; nowhere, that we can go, without great courage 
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and confidence in the fact that He will never leave us nor forsake us!  There is no crack in our 

life, through which we can slip, that will lead us to any other place, then in His sovereign hand!  

God give us the grace to take that to heart, and to take risks for His glory! 

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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