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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 10:1-18. 

1. Explain the “shadow vs. reality” idea as it applies to the Old
Covenant versus the New Covenant.

2. How is it that the believer is already sanctified but is also being
sanctified?

3. In what way can we demonstrate how much we value Christ’s
sacrifice?

4. When will Israel, as a whole, experience the New Covenant?

JESUS CHRIST – THE SINGLE SACRIFICE
 FOR ALL TIME
Hebrews 10:1-18

Let’s assume for the sake of illustration that you are working in
a job that just isn’t meeting the needs financially or emotionally. You
came to a dead end a long time ago. Or you keep smashing into the
proverbial glass ceiling. Finally in frustration you begin to look
around for a new job. One day a friend tells you about the dream job.
You can go to work at this new place where you will make the money
you need to live a comfortable life. There is much encouragement in
this job, and you will have ample opportunity to spread your wings
of creativity. Almost endless promotions are virtually promised. 

Obviously, you, being a sensible person, will jump at the
opportunity. So you go to the human resources offices, fill out the
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application, turn in your resume, complete the interviews, and jump
through all the other required hoops. One day you get the much hoped
for telephone call and you report to work on Monday morning.
Indeed, the place is running over with encouraging people. You enjoy
the work. But after you have been there for several months, you
realize that at times this work is not only trying but sometimes
dangerous. And what about the promotions? You don’t know of
anyone in the place who got the big one yet. 

So you call your friend and begin to complain. In fact, you
threaten to start looking for a different place of employment. Your
friend assures you that you just need to hang in there. “Sure there are
hard times and even dangerous times,” he says. “but believe me, your
promotion is guaranteed. It will happen!”

That illustration describes how the recipients of this letter must
have felt. They were probably part of a little band of believers who
had left Judaism by faith trusting in the finished work of Jesus Christ
for salvation. They left the sacrifices and rituals of the old ceremonial
law, looking unto Jesus the author and completer of their faith. But
things were getting tough. The Jews threw them out of the synagogue
because of their new-found faith. So the new Christians protested
such unfairness, which virtually started an uprising. Claudius, the
emperor in A.D. 49, had his fill of these sectarian squabbles and
expelled all the Jews from Rome. It is possible that the little church
who received this letter was located in Rome or very nearby. 

Now, about fifteen years later, things were really getting hot.
Nero, the grand nephew of Claudius, now occupied the throne in
Rome. Everyone was quite certain that he was a nut case. This is
about the time much of the city of Rome burned and the majority of
the people were sure the blame belonged to Nero. In an effort to
deflect the blame, Nero blamed the Christians. This started a witch
hunt against the believers and forced many of them to publicly recant
their faith in Jesus Christ.

We understand why some of those former Jews who had trusted
Christ began to wonder if they had not jumped out of the frying pan
and into the fire—literally. Where was the promise of close
fellowship with God? Had they not heard that Jesus’ sacrifice brought
them near to God? Didn’t they learn that Christ’s sacrifice sanctified
them, made them like Christ? Why then the persecution, the
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pressures, the dangers? Maybe it would be better to forget about the
Jesus experience and return to the old and proven ways of the old
covenant. 

That is the reason for this letter. The writer, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, encourages the readers to hold fast to the faith they
confessed. It is true that believers will be called upon to face serious
trials on occasion in this life. But the day of ultimate promotions is
coming. Either through death or the appearance of Christ, we will one
day be very glad that we walked in fellowship with God because of
Christ’s offering. His single sacrifice for all time is the reason we
have hope in all seasons.

The Old System Was Limited (vv.1-4).

The sacrifices under the Old Covenant could not provide
continual fellowship with God (vv.1-2). That is because God always
intended for the old way to be a shadow of good things to come. For
since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of
the true form of these realities (v.1a). The encouraging part of this
statement is that God promised that good things were coming. When
did God promise and what did He promise?

When Satan thrust sin into God’s perfect creation, God
promised that one day He would provide the Seed of the Woman who
would destroy Satan’s work. God promised through Abraham that He
would provide Himself the sacrifice for sins. God promised through
the prophets that the suffering Savior would come to pay the price to
redeem the fallen creation. Therefore, the sacrifices required under
the law were only a shadow of the good thing – that is the final
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

When I was a child, I loved to built model cars. My favorite was
the mustang —any year, any model. Like many men my age, when
I was a boy, I built dozens of these things. They were quite realistic
in some ways. But no one would every think of driving one. They
were only a shadow of good things to come. The other day, one of
our church members brought the real thing over for me to look at. It
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was a 2005 Saleen Mustang to be exact. It looks kind of like the
model, but it is the reality as opposed to the form. Many men dream
of driving one of these because they can be driven . . . boy can they
be driven. It is much more satisfying to sit in the seat and turn the key
on the real thing, than to look at the shadow, the model, and wonder.

The shadow was good for a time, but the reality was required
for opening the way for fellowship with God. Only a final sacrifice
could have opened the way of fellowship. The law was but a shadow.
It can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every
year, make perfect those who draw near (v.1b). Multiplied sacrifices
never brought the sinners who offered them into complete conformity
with their Creator. The need is complete righteousness. Only God has
that by nature and, therefore, only God can grant it. The people who
drew near to God by bringing sacrifices to the temple throughout the
year never attained righteousness through the sacrifices. The high
priest who drew near to God into the most holy place never attained
complete righteousness for himself or the people by the blood of the
annual sacrifice.

If a particular sacrifice in the old system would have been
sufficient to cleanse the conscience of sin, the people would have
stopped offering the sacrifices. There was no such sacrifice available.
Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the
worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any
consciousness of sin? (v.2)

Therefore, the old system, the shadow, could not remove the
effects of sin (vv.3-4). Under the old system, there was a continual
reminder of sin. But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin
every year (v.3). Each year on the Day of Atonement the high priest
took the blood of the sacrifice into the most holy place and sprinkled
it on the mercy seat. If there was not a need to atone for new sins, the
ritual would have ceased. Because the ritual continued, each year on
that special day, everyone in the nation was reminded that there had
not been a sufficient sacrifice offered yet.

The text sets down a bad news/good news scenario. Bad news:
the people were continually reminded of sins not covered by sacrifice.
Good news: the people were continually reminded that God would
provide that sufficient sacrifice at some point in the future.
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The people faced reminders of their sins continually because the
blood of animals cannot remove sin. For it is impossible for the blood
of bulls and goats to take away sins (v.4). There was a good reason
why the conscience was never free from the reality of sin, and why
perfect righteousness was never attained. The blood of innocent,
substitute animals cannot lift off, cease, remove, take away sins. Then
why did God require this system for so long? The confession of sins
in conjunction with offerings for the offenses protected the people
from God’s wrath against sin. God’s intent was always to point to the
promised final sacrifice that does remove, lift up, take away sin.

When the sin is truly taken away, so is the guilt and the
conscience is cleansed. Animal substitutes cannot do that. No human
work can do that. Sin brings a guilty conscience. This week two
convicted murderers escaped from a maximum security prison in
upstate New York. There is a woman who is suspected of being an
accomplice in the stunning escape. While she has not been indicted
yet, it is interesting that on the day and the hour when she was
suspected of providing the get away car, she checked into the local
hospital with “a case of nerves.” A working conscience will do that
to us. When we understand the gravity of our sins against the holy
God, our Creator, we will have “a case of nerves.” The blood of
animals cannot cure the problem. What hope do we sinners have?
 
God Introduced the Superior Plan (vv.5-10).

God’s plan is built on obedience (vv.5-7). The body of Christ
is more valuable than sacrifices and offerings, because in His body
God the Son completed perfect obedience to the Father. (5)
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices
and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for
me; (6) in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no
pleasure. 

If God did not desire sacrifices and offerings and took no
pleasure in them, why did He require them? God required the people
to offer these sacrifices as a symbol of their faith in His promises. But
because of rebellious hearts the symbol became the substance.
Instead of having faith in God, the people had faith in their own
ability to do the ceremonial things. The ceremonies and the laws
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(which were always shadows of the “better thing to come”) became
the focus and non-negotiables of religious rebels against God.

Even from the early days of the monarchy Samuel challenged
King Saul not to let the external acts supercede internal faith. When
Saul practiced this upside-down-kind of ritual, Samuel said, “Has the
LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). David
learned this truth through his own stubborn rebellion against God. He
concluded, The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise (Psalm 51:17).

The supreme illustration of this reality is found in the sacrifice
of Christ’s body which superceded all the past rituals of meaningless,
faithless sacrifices. The sacrifice of Christ’s body is what we value
and show appreciation for each time we observe the Lord’s Table. In
His body (which was like our bodies), Christ completed the promised
will of the Father. Then I said, “Behold, I have come to do your will,
O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book” (v.7).

That the Christ would do the will of God the Father was written
down at a previous time. The “scroll of the book” is all the Old
Testament prophecy concerning the incarnation, life, and sacrifice of
God the Son. It is estimated that there are 353 promises or prophecies
in the OT that Jesus fulfilled by His birth, life, death, and
resurrection. Jesus Christ came to earth, took on a physical body in
order to joyfully fulfill all of the promises, all of the shadows, all of
the types that the old system required. What the old system could not
do because it was the shadow, God the Son accomplishes because He
is the substance of faith.

I heard a strange new doctrine a few weeks ago as I was talking
with a professing Christian. He said that they were learning in their
church the importance of saying only positive things. I wondered why
that was important. The fellow told me that it is clearly proven that
positive words have a supernatural effect on circumstances.
Therefore, if we talk positively enough, good things happen; and if
we say negative things, . . . well then bad things are going to happen.
In light of the news I have read the past few months, it appears that
almost everyone in the world is saying negative stuff. I do not believe
I am personally strong enough emotionally to accept the
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responsibility that my words will determine whether circumstances
will be good or bad. People who believe that are under a lot of
pressure to think good thoughts harder and more consistently. Sounds
a lot like Peter Pan.

But is that any different than people believing they need to have
faith harder, believe stronger, in order to change the outcome of
things – in particular their salvation? The question is not the strength
of our faith, but the object of our faith. Under the old system, people
transferred their faith from the promises of God to the practice of
rituals.

It is not our efforts but the body of Christ that sanctifies the
believer (vv.8-10). The multiplied bodies of animals could not offer
sanctification. When he said above, “You have neither desired nor
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin
offerings” (these are offered according to the law) (v.8). 

In His body Jesus Christ abolished the old system. He came to
complete the old way. Jesus’ attitude is expressed in these words,
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order
to establish the second (v.9). God the Son lived in perfect obedience
to the Father’s will. God the Son lived perfectly under the demands
of the law. This was required in order to do away with the shadows
and pictures. With that work already completed, here is the challenge
to the Hebrews: “Don’t go back to the old way, it doesn’t exist
anymore, since the fulfillment (Jesus Christ’s sacrifice) has come.”
In similar fashion then, here is the challenge to our age: “Don’t try to
satisfy the penalty of your sin through your own work or faith in your
own ability because Jesus Christ’s sacrifice is the only acceptable
payment.”

By completing the old way Jesus Christ offers sanctification.
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all (v.10). This verse teaches that we
have been sanctified. The term means to set apart for God’s use,
purposes, and glory. God sets us aside from sin and from His wrath
against sin. God sets us aside for His own glory as we will be trophies
of His grace for eternity. But who is “us” or who is the “we”
mentioned in this verse? “We” are the ones who are born again
according to God’s sovereign mercy.
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We have been set apart to God through the bodily sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. He gave the offering once for all time. Therefore, we are
set apart for God once for all time. That is why there is no more need
to offer the same sacrifice annually to set us apart unto God again.

There have been times when couples have come to me with the
request to renew their wedding vows. That’s kind of a neat little
ceremony and celebration. I have no problem being involved with
that kind of thing. However, I would be a bit concerned if a married
couple came to me and said that they want to get married again. I
would no doubt reply, “But you are already married.” To which they
might reply, “Yes, but we have had some disagreements, we have
argued a few times, and we have drifted apart. Therefore, we think
that if we  get married again, we will enjoy closer fellowship.” I
would argue that they already made a commitment to each other by
the public declaration of vows before human witnesses and in the
presence of God. They have a signed license that declares that they
are indeed married. They just need to confess their sins against each
other and live in fellowship. 

That is much like the person who thinks he needs to get saved
all over because he has sinned against God. No, we have been set
apart unto God once for all time. Yes, we will mess up, argue with
God as it were, and maybe even act like we don’t have a relationship
for a few hours. But we don’t need to be born again, and again, and
again. We need to confess sins and walk in the sanctification He
already gave us.

Christ’s Work Completed the Divine Plan (vv.11-18).

By His single offering, Jesus Christ completes our sanctification
(vv.11-14). Every priest in the old system repeated the same
sacrifices. And every priest stands daily at his service, offering
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins (v.11).
An important reality is that there were no chairs in the most holy
place. The high priest’s work was never done under the old system.
That is because the old system could never take away the sin
principle or its effect.

In contrast to the limits of that old system, Christ, with a single
offering, won our sanctification (vv.12-14). He provided the offering
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and sat down. But when Christ had offered for all time a single
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God (v.12). There
was no chair in the most holy place, but there is a throne in heaven.
Jesus is sitting on it because He completed the work of offering the
acceptable sacrifice for sin. This means that He will never offer
another sacrifice or even an updated version because new sins have
been invented since He offered the first sacrifice. Christ sitting down
in the seat of authority signaled the completion of the sacrifice for
sins. That seat in the position of authority at God’s right hand
reminds us of the value of Christ’s sacrifice for us.

Another reminder is that while He is seated in the position of
authority, Jesus Christ waits for the consummation of all things. He
is waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool
for his feet (v.13). Through His sacrifice, Jesus Christ paid the price
for redeeming the fallen Creation. This was necessary because the
whole creation is fallen into sin and the disrepair that comes with sin.
The whole creation is waiting, longing for the consummation of
redemption. Paul explained, For the creation was subjected to futility,
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:20-23).

The enemy of truth, righteousness, and God seems to be
profiting victoriously at the present time. But in God’s perfect timing,
all sin and rebellion will be judge and eradicated. All rebels will bow
to Jesus and confess that He is Lord. God the Son, though equal with
God the Father, humbled Himself, took on a body like ours, and
submitted to death. Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).

Through His amazing obedience, Jesus Christ has perfected His
people for all time. For by a single offering he has perfected for all
time those who are being sanctified (v.14). The blood of Christ has
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already perfected His people. The word means to be brought to
completion. The tense of the verb means the action has already taken
place and it has continuing results.

Then why do I not feel perfect or act like I am perfected?
Christ’s blood has set us apart to God, it has put Christ’s
righteousness on our account, and it has clothed us in His righteous
character. But while we live in this life, we contend with the flesh that
is still subject to the weaknesses of sin. One day we will be with
Christ and we will live out exactly what we are – the righteousness of
Christ. In this life, we are being sanctified which is to be conforming
more and more into the expression of what we really are – completely
set apart to God.

Along that line also, through His final offering Jesus Christ
offers complete forgiveness of sins (vv.15-18). Christ’s offering is the
foundation for the New Covenant. Of course God is the Author of the
New Covenant. It is as Jeremiah promised, “This is the covenant that
I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put
my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” (v.16). God
will establish the New Covenant with the entire nation of Israel in the
last days. Jeremiah speaking God’s message promised this great
covenant 600 years before Jesus died (Jeremiah 31:33-34). It is a
wonderful promise to the nation of Israel.

But God is already bringing the members of His Church into
that New Covenant. Therefore, we are not governed by external
rituals and sacrifices. Our faith is in God whose words and truths He
has written on our hearts. How so? The Holy Spirit affirms the New
Covenant. And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after
saying (v.15). We who are redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice, we who are
part of the New Covenant, are being indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
God’s living Word in us bears witness with the written word He has
given us.

The New Covenant is the basis for forgiven sin. (17) then he
adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
(18) Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any
offering for sin.” Based on the sacrifice of Christ, God chooses not
to bring up the transgressions of His law that we have committed.
When we are cleansed by Christ’s sacrifice, it is as though we have
never sinned, never cross over God’s line in rebellion. Because God
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forgives all of our sins on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice, what else
could we possibly need?

There is no work, no efforts, no dedication that can add to the
value of Christ’s finished work. We must have faith, complete trust
in what Jesus Christ has already accomplished for us in order to have
our sins forgiven. Once our sins are forgiven, our lives conform more
and more to the perfect “setting aside unto God” that Christ’s
sacrifice as won for us.
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