
Christ Reformation Church 	  
Tillamook, Oregon 

www.sermonaudio.com/crc 
www.unholycharade.com 

www.lightfordarktimes.com 

1	  
 

                      
God’s Word to a 

Hesitating Church 
 

Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, 

bringing holiness to completion in the 
fear of God. (7:1) 

 
“The Day of the Lord as Our 

Great Hope” 
 

June 15, 2014 
 
Sermon Text:  2 Corinthians 1 
 
Scripture Reading: Joel 2 
 
Introduction- 
 
The following is taken from Tom 
Nettles’ book on the life and theology 
of Charles Spurgeon [Living by 
Revealed Truth]. The Apostle Paul has 
been warning the Corinthians of the 
false teachers among them and 

rebuking their worldly notions of 
“greatness.” These critics had attacked 
Paul’s character and we have been 
learning that this tactic is to be 
expected wherever and whenever 
Christ’s gospel is preached. Both the 
message and the messenger will be 
attacked and maligned by the enemy.  
So it was with Spurgeon’s experience 
as a preacher in London: 
 
“Exeter Hall, a large public auditorium 
which held 5,000, was rented. It was 
north of the Thames, making it more 
accessible to the rest of London but 
more difficult for the New Park Street 
congregation. Not only did the 
members make their way there, but 
thousands of others came and the Hall 
was so bloated with people that 
thousands had to remain outside. 
Spurgeon gave a simple summary of 
the dynamic time: “The feeble folk at 
New Park-street soon felt strong 
enough to attempt an aggressive work 
by holding services at Exeter Hall, 
and, when this turned out to be more 
than a success, future progress was 
forced upon them rather than selected 
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by them.” 91 He wrote a friend: “It is 
strange that such a power should be in 
one small body to crowd Exeter Hall to 
suffocation, and block up the Strand, 
so that pedestrians have to turn down 
by-ways, and all other traffic is at a 
standstill.” 92 As newspapers carried 
paragraphs reporting the stranglehold 
that Spurgeon’s preaching was 
creating on the Strand , editors began 
to attack the cause of this strange 
phenomenon. So many coming to such 
a place to hear such a young and 
obscure preacher! Spurgeon recalled 
that the “most ridiculous stories were 
circulated” (probably the worsted 
slipper story by Mr. Ewing Ritchie 
himself, for he seemed fixated on such 
cartoonish presentations), “and the 
most cruel falsehoods invented, but all 
these things worked together for 
good.” 93 Crowds did not diminish 
and Exeter Hall was overflowing 
throughout the time needed for the 
renovation. 
 
Life was happening fast for Spurgeon. 
The radical opposition of periodicals 
with such a wide circulation surely 
must have been a shock for one that 
had so recently been buried in 
anonymity in the rural village of 
Waterbeach. Though he took it as a 
blessing from the hand of God, it still 
gave him sleepless nights. He knew 
that this kind of treatment must surely 
disturb his parents also. He wrote his 
father in March 1855 asking him not to 

be “grieved at the slanderous libel in 
this week’s Express. Of course, it is all 
a lie, without an atom of foundation ; 
and while the whole of London is 
talking of me, and thousands are 
unable to get near the door, the opinion 
of a penny-a-liner is of little 
consequence.” He assured his lifelong 
mentor that an answer would appear 
on all points soon. The “lie” claimed 
that Spurgeon in public had announced 
to the young ladies in the audience not 
to entertain hopes for him for he was 
already attached, and that they should 
not send him presents. The report was 
publicly exposed as a pure fabrication, 
a withdrawal and apology printed, in 
the context of an even more irascible 
spirit toward Spurgeon. 96 In quick 
succession, correspondents and editors 
called his preaching a “prostitution of 
the pulpit,” the “vulgar colloquial 
varied by rant” in which “the most 
solemn mysteries of our holy religion 
are by him rudely, roughly , and 
impiously handled,” “blasphemy from 
a parson,” “oratorical tricks, daring 
utterances, ... coarse sentiments, 
scholastic expressions , and a clap-trap 
style ,” “insolence so unblushing, 
intellect so feeble, flippancy so 
ostentatious, and manners so rude,” 
“pulpit buffoonery” and alarmed 
readers with the complaint of the 
horrid reality that those who crowd so 
enthusiastically to hear this execrable 
display of pulpit Mountebankism 
“consists of people who are not in the 
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habit of frequenting a place of 
worship.” 97 For himself, though he 
could not fall asleep until morning 
light, he could say, “Hail reproach, and 
welcome shame.” On top of that , he 
could rejoice because “the devil is 
roused, the Church is awakening, and I 
am now counted worthy to suffer for 
Christ’s sake.” Suffering was good 
ballast to offset the giddy effect of the 
applause. 
 
Undaunted by Spurgeon’s 
perseverance through the earliest 
round of criticism, and unimpressed 
with the substantial growth of his 
congregation and the changing social 
condition of Southwark, some of the 
most prestigious London publications 
continued their effort to destroy this 
interloper and smother his influence 
with a blanket of snide condescension. 
Taking a volume of Spurgeon’s 1855 
sermons, the writer, Fitzjames 
Stephen, noted it as a most unwelcome 
fact that crowds were flocking to hear 
a man “who, though pious and able, 
seems quite unable to understand the 
commonest principles either of logic or 
of interpretation.” 124 Spurgeon’s less 
than submissive response to their 
judgments, his continued growth in 
popularity, and their deep loyalty to 
the Church of England created a recipe 
for mutual belligerence. Spurgeon 
counted it a mark of true religion that 
the Saturday Review hated him. They 
objected to the use of the term and 

responded: “Hatred is not quite the 
feeling we entertain towards Mr. 
Spurgeon. Hatred selects objects 
worthy of an elevated sentiment. 
Nobody thinks of hating an absurdity 
or a public nuisance, a folly, a vanity, 
an emptiness, or a pretender; therefore 
we believe that Mr. Spurgeon has 
never secured the hatred of a single 
person in the world.” 125 Spurgeon 
was the “Anabaptist Caliban” and an 
“ignorant conceited fanatic” from 
whom it was impossible to expect 
“either the information of a scholar or 
the manners of a gentleman, the 
language of refinement in controversy 
or the humanities of Christianity in 
personal intercourse .” Any Anglican 
may be free to hold Spurgeon as a 
friend and yokefellow but not at the 
same time he serves as a bishop. 
 
Spurgeon knew that his style and 
doctrine were an abomination to the 
“sneering critic” disdainful of 
Spurgeon’s “sickly sentimentalism,” 
the class of cleric that preferred a 
“cold, speculative, unfeeling divinity.” 
Such opponents were “intellectual 
preachers” whose sermons, rather, 
“passionless essays,” were sterile 
collections of “metaphysical quibbles 
and heretical doctrines.” Such self-
congratulatory divines were elated if 
only a small portion of their hearers 
could understand them. Their 
reputation as “intellectual” Spurgeon 
resented because it may be “settled as 
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an axiom that falsehood is no 
intellectual feat, and that unintelligible 
jargon is no evidence of a cultured 
mind.” Some of his contemporaries, 
even friends, believed that his criticism 
of his fellow clergy bordered on 
censoriousness and arose from pride. 
He knew the accusations well, had 
absorbed both the hostile and the 
friendly and wrote philosophically 
about it. “I have had knocking about 
enough to kill a dozen,” he wrote a 
friend in 1855, “but the Lord has kept 
me.” Somewhere among the clouds, he 
speculated, was a vast mass of nebulae 
made of advice about humility. “My 
pride is so infernal,” he admitted, “that 
there is not a man on earth who can 
hold it in, and all their silly attempts 
are futile.” His Master, however, had 
full power to do it, and often let him 
see his own insignificance so 
powerfully that he called himself “all 
the fools in the world for even letting 
pride pass my door without frowning 
at him.” 130 Pulpit denizens void of 
gospel substance would never receive 
approbation from Spurgeon even to his 
latest days. Time was too short and the 
message too urgent to dabble with 
lesser things. For the doctrines of 
grace, however, Spurgeon found no 
way to exhaust either his vocabulary or 
his affection in advocacy. Even after 
his death, the one that knew him best 
and felt and saw his deepest 
convictions displayed in life and 
thought moment after moment, wrote: 

“Never to the last moment of his life, 
did he change one jot or tittle of his 
belief, or vary an iota of his whole-
hearted testimony to the divinity of the 
doctrines of free grace.” 131 God 
would have his way with his people 
and would do the same with 
unconverted sinners. In The Saint and 
His Saviour, Spurgeon saw the 
acceptance of divine sovereignty as 
essential to proper conviction of sin. 
“We are sure of this,” he wrote, “that 
no convinced sinner, when under a 
sense of his ill-desert , will ever 
dispute the justice of God in damning 
him or quarrel with the distinguishing 
grace which Heaven giveth to one and 
not to another.” Peace will not come to 
a person unable to subscribe to the “ 
doctrine of sovereign , discriminating, 
electing grace.” He must know that the 
bounties of Jesus are “in his own hand, 
and that none can lay any claim to 
them.” 132 Spurgeon’s emphasis on 
these ideas was so clear that most of 
his critics seized on it as a major 
concern but one was particularly 
sparkling in his sarcasm about 
Spurgeon’s message. “It is not 
Christian-like to say,” so asserted the 
alarmed adjudicator of English 
orthodoxy, “‘ God must wash brains in 
the Hyper-Calvinism a Spurgeon 
teaches before man can enter Heaven.’ 
It does not harmonize with the quiet 
majesty of the Nazarene.” 133 
Spurgeon himself would have a few 
things to say about the majesty of the 
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Nazarene. In discussing love for the 
Saviour, Spurgeon placed the doctrines 
of grace as the first stage in love. 
Apprehension of these in their personal 
application is not the highest element 
of love but certainly is foundational 
and necessary for a full-orbed 
manifestation of love to Christ. “If 
enabled to receive all the doctrines of 
the gospel, we bless the name of our 
Redeemer for his free grace manifested 
in our election to eternal life; for his 
efficacious grace exercised in calling 
us into his kingdom; for pardon and 
justification through his blood and 
merits, and for everlasting security by 
virtue of union with his divine person.” 
134 Even should one not come to see 
the more refined doctrines that 
matured and purified one’s love for 
God such as the consideration of 
Christ in his offices of redemption, the 
manner in which he effects salvation, 
our experience of communion with 
Christ, a sense of the amiability of 
himself, his person, the relationship in 
which ongoing revelations of divine 
love to the heart are experienced, and a 
grasp of the blessings of union with 
Christ— even in the absence of 
contemplation of these— there is 
sufficient provocation in the sinner’s 
realization that for him in particular 
grace has operated efficaciously and 
abundantly, to secure the most eminent 
virtues and the most ardent zeal. 
 

Nettles, Tom (2013-08-22). Living by 
Revealed Truth (Kindle Locations 
2187-2503). Christian Focus 
Publications. Kindle Edition. 
Last time we began a consideration of 
the important biblical doctrine called 
The Day of the Lord as we came 
across Paul’s mention of it here in 
chapter 1 – 
 
2 Corinthians 1:13-14  For we are 
not writing to you anything other 
than what you read and 
acknowledge and I hope you will 
fully acknowledge--  (14)  just as 
you did partially acknowledge us--
that on the day of our Lord Jesus 
you will boast of us as we will boast 
of you. 
 
In anticipation of that Day, we have 
been learning that we should be living 
in a manner now that reflects what we 
will do and experience when our Lord 
comes. Specifically, as Paul writes, 
that we must love and trust one 
another, and be proud of one another – 
boasting of one another as Paul puts it. 
That is the mark of a healthy church 
that is growing in Christ. We made 
mention then that rank, habitual, 
hardened hypocrisy and façade has no 
place among us. Our yes must be yes, 
our no must be no, because this is our 
Lord Jesus Christ who is the Truth and 
who is the Light. Evil is a great 
Pretender, and this is so because the 
Devil is the Father of lies. So it will be 
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with his servants, even though they put 
on a disguise of righteousness. 
 
More on the Day of Our Lord Jesus 
 
Let’s continue then to be encouraged 
and motivated to live ever more 
faithfully to Christ by learning still 
more about this Day.  
 
First, consider that the Day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ IS a reality. We will all be 
there.  Many, many Scriptures speak of 
it. Here is an example: 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12  We ought 
always to give thanks to God for 
you, brothers, as is right, because 
your faith is growing abundantly, 
and the love of every one of you for 
one another is increasing.  (4)  
Therefore we ourselves boast about 
you in the churches of God for your 
steadfastness and faith in all your 
persecutions and in the afflictions 
that you are enduring.  (5)  This is 
evidence of the righteous judgment 
of God, that you may be considered 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which you are also suffering--  (6)  
since indeed God considers it just 
to repay with affliction those who 
afflict you,  (7)  and to grant relief 
to you who are afflicted as well as 
to us, when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels  (8)  in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance on those who 

do not know God and on those who 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.  (9)  They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, 
away from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might,  
(10)  when he comes on that day to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be 
marveled at among all who have 
believed, because our testimony to 
you was believed.  (11)  To this end 
we always pray for you, that our 
God may make you worthy of his 
calling and may fulfill every resolve 
for good and every work of faith by 
his power,  (12)  so that the name of 
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
you, and you in him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Notice now that this doctrine is stated 
here by Paul as an encouragement and 
motivation to believers. This is the 
purpose of this doctrine for us. 
Encouragement so that we say “Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus” and motivation to 
live faithfully for Him now so as to 
please Him even more on that Day.  
This doctrine is not intended to strike 
fear into the hearts of believers, but it 
does bring terror to the wicked. 
 
Paul is not rebuking the Thessalonians 
here. He is giving thanks to God for 
them, commending them because he 
can see their faith and love increasing. 
They are people Paul is proud of and 
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he boasts of them as he visits other 
churches, noting their faithfulness even 
though they were undergoing 
persecution. And it is in the context of 
encouraging them and being proud of 
them that he gives them this doctrine of 
the Day of the Lord!  Clearly this is 
meant to be something WE look 
forward to and take great hope in. 
 
What does Paul say about this Day? – 
 
1.  God is going to “pay” the wicked 
who have persecuted His people. 
 
2. The Day will be a time of “relief” 
from persecution and suffering for 
Christ’s people. 
 
3.  It is a day of the intense, flaming 
wrath of the Lord against all who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
Thus, faith or unbelief in the gospel – 
obedience or disobedience to the Word 
of Christ – is going to be the basis for 
this judgment. 
 
4.  It is a punishment of eternal 
destruction, cast out of the presence of 
Christ who is Life and Light. 
 
5.  It is a day in which Christ is going 
to be glorified by US, having saved us 
out of the pit and transformed us into 
His people. It is a day in which WE are 
going marvel at the glory and might an 
beauty of Jesus Christ! And the 

defining basis of this judgment again 
is: 
 
and to be marveled at among all 
who have believed, because our 
testimony to you was believed… 
 
If you are a genuine child of God in 
Christ by faith in Him, then this is a 
Day for you to be excited about and to 
long for. It is the moment you will 
enter fully into your rest in the New 
Creation, the time when all enemies of 
Christ and all evil will be cast out, the 
time when we see Christ in His glory 
face to face, and the time when He 
rewards all who have believed in Him 
and served Him to the end. 
 
But Why a Day? Doesn’t the Lord 
Judge the Wicked Now? 
 
We know that the Lord effects 
judgment upon the wicked now.  Here 
are some examples: 
 
Ephesians 4:17-19  Now this I say 
and testify in the Lord, that you 
must no longer walk as the Gentiles 
do, in the futility of their minds.  
(18)  They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them, due to their 
hardness of heart.  (19)  They have 
become callous and have given 
themselves up to sensuality, greedy 
to practice every kind of impurity. 
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Romans 1:24-32  Therefore God 
gave them up in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves,  (25)  because they 
exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever! Amen.  (26)  
For this reason God gave them up 
to dishonorable passions. For their 
women exchanged natural relations 
for those that are contrary to 
nature;  (27)  and the men likewise 
gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with 
passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with 
men and receiving in themselves 
the due penalty for their error.  
(28)  And since they did not see fit 
to acknowledge God, God gave 
them up to a debased mind to do 
what ought not to be done.  (29)  
They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips,  
(30)  slanderers, haters of God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents,  (31)  foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless.  (32)  Though 
they know God's decree that those 
who practice such things deserve to 
die, they not only do them but give 

approval to those who practice 
them. 
 
And more: 
 
Luke 16:19-26  "There was a rich 
man who was clothed in purple and 
fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day.  (20)  And 
at his gate was laid a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores,  
(21)  who desired to be fed with 
what fell from the rich man's table. 
Moreover, even the dogs came and 
licked his sores.  (22)  The poor 
man died and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham's side. The rich 
man also died and was buried,  (23)  
and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham 
far off and Lazarus at his side.  (24)  
And he called out, 'Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the end of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am in anguish in this flame.'  
(25)  But Abraham said, 'Child, 
remember that you in your lifetime 
received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner bad things; 
but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish.  (26)  And 
besides all this, between us and you 
a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass 
from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to 
us.' 
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Proverbs is filled with accounts of 
what the wicked can expect as a result 
of their evil in this life. 
 
And yet, here is this great doctrine of 
the Day of the Lord. Why this Day?  
Because God is going to be glorified 
and justified and vindicated before all 
creation and all creatures on a stage 
that everyone will see. Every mouth 
that would accuse Him of injustice will 
be shut. Every tongue will declare Him 
to be Lord.   
 
Listen to the London Confession of 
Faith state this doctrine and the 
purposes of that Day: 
 
Chapter 31: Of the State of Man 
after Death and Of the Resurrection 
of the Dead 
 
1._____ The bodies of men after death 
return to dust, and see corruption; but 
their souls, which neither die nor sleep, 
having an immortal subsistence, 
immediately return to God who gave 
them. The souls of the righteous being 
then made perfect in holiness, are 
received into paradise, where they are 
with Christ, and behold the face of 
God in light and glory, waiting for the 
full redemption of their bodies; and the 
souls of the wicked are cast into hell; 
where they remain in torment and utter 
darkness, reserved to the judgment of 
the great day; besides these two places, 

for souls separated from their bodies, 
the Scripture acknowledgeth none.  
( Genesis 3:19; Acts 13:36; 
Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 23:43; 2 
Corinthians 5:1, 6,8; Philippians 1:23; 
Hebrews 12:23; Jude 6, 7; 1 Peter 
3:19; Luke 16:23, 24 )  
 
2._____ At the last day, such of the 
saints as are found alive, shall not 
sleep, but be changed; and all the dead 
shall be raised up with the selfsame 
bodies, and none other; although with 
different qualities, which shall be 
united again to their souls forever.  
( 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 
Thessalonians 4:17; Job 19:26, 27; 1 
Corinthians 15:42, 43 )  
 
3._____ The bodies of the unjust shall, 
by the power of Christ, be raised to 
dishonour; the bodies of the just, by 
his Spirit, unto honour, and be made 
conformable to his own glorious body.  
( Acts 24:15; John 5:28, 29; 
Philippians 3:21 )  
 
Chapter 32: Of the Last Judgment 
 
1._____ God hath appointed a day 
wherein he will judge the world in 
righteousness, by Jesus Christ; to 
whom all power and judgment is given 
of the Father; in which day, not only 
the apostate angels shall be judged, but 
likewise all persons that have lived 
upon the earth shall appear before the 
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tribunal of Christ, to give an account 
of their thoughts, words, and deeds, 
and to receive according to what they 
have done in the body, whether good 
or evil.  
( Acts 17:31; John 5:22, 27; 1 
Corinthians 6:3; Jude 6; 2 Corinthians 
5:10; Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 
12:36; Romans 14:10, 12; Matthew 
25:32-46 )  
 
2._____ The end [ie, the purpose] of 
God's appointing this day, is for the 
manifestation of the glory of his 
mercy, in the eternal salvation of the 
elect; and of his justice, in the 
eternal damnation of the reprobate, 
who are wicked and disobedient; for 
then shall the righteous go into 
everlasting life, and receive that 
fullness of joy and glory with 
everlasting rewards, in the presence of 
the Lord; but the wicked, who know 
not God, and obey not the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, shall be cast aside into 
everlasting torments, and punished 
with everlasting destruction, from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power.  
( Romans 9:22, 23; Matthew 25:21, 
34; 2 Timothy 4:8; Matthew 25:46; 
Mark 9:48; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 )  
 
Thus it is a terrible and wrathful Day 
for the wicked, and a most glorious 
and wonderful Day for Christ’s people.  
And YOU are going to be there! 
 

Listen to Herman Bavinck on this: 
 
“…that [ie, our] reward is always 
subordinate to the honor of God’s 
name and is secured by Christ along 
with the good works in which believers 
walk [Eph 2:10]. It is precisely the 
devout who with eager longing await 
the day in which God will glorify his 
name before the eyes of all creatures, 
and in their cause God brings about 
the triumph of his own over all 
opposition. And this desire [ie, of the 
saints] becomes all the stronger as the 
blood that cries out for vengeance runs 
over the earth in wider and deeper 
streams, as injustice triumphs, as 
wickedness increases, as falsehood 
flourishes, and as Satan’s domain 
expands and rises up against the realm 
of righteousness. All of history cries 
out for world judgment. The whole 
creation longs for it. All people witness 
to it. The martyrs in heaven cry out for 
it with a loud voice. The believing 
community prays for the coming of 
Christ. And Christ Himself, the Alpha 
and the Omega, says, ‘See, I am 
coming soon; my reward is with me, to 
repay according to everyone’s work.’ 
[Rev 22:12]. 
 
So, however firmly Scripture – 
especially in the Gospel of John – 
recognizes spiritual judgment that is 
operative throughout history, it 
nevertheless speaks of a final judgment 
as well, the judgment that brings about 
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the triumph of the kingdom of Christ 
over all unrighteousness. The history 
of the world may be a judgment of the 
world, but THE judgment of the world 
will take place at the end of time, when 
Christ comes to judge the living and 
the dead.” [Reformed Dogmatics, Vol 
4] 
 
In What Sense Will Believers be 
Judged? 
 
Finally, let’s consider a very important 
and pertinent question that every 
Christian has in their mind. Will I be 
judged by my works? Will my sins be 
put on display for the whole creation 
to see?  After all, the Bible says: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:8-10  Yes, we are of 
good courage, and we would rather 
be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.  (9)  So whether we 
are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to please him.  (10)  For we 
must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil. 
 
And – 
 
Romans 14:10-12  Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother? 
For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God;  (11)  for it is 

written, "As I live, says the Lord, 
every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God."  
(12)  So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God. 
 
We do know that there will be 
believers on that Day whose works 
will not yield a reward because they 
were not done for the glory and truth 
of Christ: 
 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15  Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw--  (13)  each one's 
work will become manifest, for the 
Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed by fire, and the fire will 
test what sort of work each one has 
done.  (14)  If the work that anyone 
has built on the foundation 
survives, he will receive a reward.  
(15)  If anyone's work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss, though he 
himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire. 
 
Most likely all of us will see some of 
this wood and straw in our own lives 
go up in smoke? 
 
But at the same time we have these 
kinds of reassurances: 
 
John 5:21-29  For as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, 
so also the Son gives life to whom 
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he will.  (22)  The Father judges no 
one, but has given all judgment to 
the Son,  (23)  that all may honor 
the Son, just as they honor the 
Father. Whoever does not honor 
the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent him.  (24)  Truly, truly, 
I say to you, whoever hears my 
word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He 
does not come into judgment, 
but has passed from death to 
life.  (25)  "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, an hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the dead will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live.  (26)  For as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in 
himself.  (27)  And he has given 
him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man.  (28)  
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is 
coming when all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice  (29)  and 
come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment. 
 
The “good” is believing the gospel. 
The “evil” is rejecting Christ. All of 
the fruit of a person’s life emanates 
from the heart. Let’s close with 
another observation by Bavinck – 
 
“A man’s relationship to Christ 
decides the eternal weal or woe of 

human beings….the main issue in the 
final judgment is that of faith or 
unbelief. For faith in Christ is THE 
work of God par excellence (John 
6:29; 1 John 3:23). Those who believe 
do not come into judgment; those who 
do not believe are already condemned 
and remain under God’s wrath (John 
3:18, 36). Therefore, the standard in 
the final judgment will in the first 
place be the gospel. 
 
Scripture does indeed say that all 
humans without distinction, hence also 
believers, must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ. But it also 
attests that those who believe in Him 
are not condemned and do not come 
into judgment, for they already have 
eternal life; that the believers who 
have died are already with Christ in 
heaven and clothed in long white 
garments; and that Christ is coming to 
be glorified in his saints and to be 
marveled at among all who believe. 
Before pronouncing his verdict on evil 
angels, on the anti-Christian world, 
and on barbaric peoples, Christ has 
already positioned the sheep at his 
right hand and is surrounded by his 
angels and his saints.” 
 
Therefore this doctrine of the Day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ serves the 
Christian as a great encouragement and 
a motivation to even more faithful 
service of and for Christ. It is a day we 
can long for. A day we need not fear if 
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we truly know Him.  And thus it is in 
this very manner that the Bible ends: 
 
Revelation 22:20-21  He who 
testifies to these things says, 
"Surely I am coming soon." Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus!  (21)  The grace 
of the Lord Jesus be with all. 
Amen. 
 
 


