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Let’s Go To Bethel 
Genesis 35:1–29 

 
I. God’s Call For Renewal (v1) 
A. Jacob’s original call. 
B. Jacob’s neglect of his vows. 
 
Ecclesiastes 5:4 & 5 (ESV) When you vow 
a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for 
he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you 
vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow 
than that you should vow and not pay. 
Psalm 116:12–14 (ESV) What shall I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits to 
me? 13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the Lord, 14 I will 
pay my vows to the Lord in the presence 
of all his people. 
 
C. Jacob’s trouble = chapter 34. 
 
Hebrews 12:5–8 (ESV) And have you 
forgotten the exhortation that addresses 
you as sons? “My son, do not regard 
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be 
weary when reproved by him. 6 For the 
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 
It is for discipline that you have to endure. 
God is treating you as sons. For what son 
is there whom his father does not 
discipline? 8 If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have participated, 
then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons. 
2 Corinthians 7:8 & 9 (ESV) For even if I 
made you grieve with my letter, I do not 
regret it—though I did regret it, for I see 
that that letter grieved you, though only 
for a while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because 
you were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a 

godly grief, so that you suffered no loss 
through us. 
 
D. God’s grace in providing another 
opportunity. 
 
Acts 3:19 & 20 (ESV) Repent therefore, 
and turn back, that your sins may be 
blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus, 
Revelation 2:4 & 5 (ESV) But I have this 
against you, that you have abandoned the 
love you had at first. 5 Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. 
If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 
Job 42:5 & 6 (ESV) I had heard of you by 
the hearing of the ear, but now my eye 
sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
II. Preparation For Revival (v2-7) 
A. Put away idols. 
 
Exodus 20:4–6 (ESV) “You shall not make 
for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or serve 
them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing steadfast love to thousands of 



those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
Ephesians 5:5 (ESV) For you may be sure 
of this, that everyone who is sexually 
immoral or impure, or who is covetous 
(that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. 
 
B. Clean up. 
 
Psalm 51:2 (ESV) Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin! 
Psalm 24:3 & 4 (ESV) Who shall ascend 
the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand 
in his holy place? 4 He who has clean 
hands and a pure heart, who does not lift 
up his soul to what is false and does not 
swear deceitfully. 
Ephesians 5:25 & 26 (ESV) Husbands, 
love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, 26 
that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, 
Psalm 19:12 & 13 (ESV) Who can discern 
his errors? Declare me innocent from 
hidden faults. 13 Keep back your servant 
also from presumptuous sins; let them 
not have dominion over me! Then I shall 
be blameless, and innocent of great 
transgression. 
1 John 1:9 (ESV) If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
C. Change your garments. 
 
Ephesians 4:22–24 (ESV) to put off your 
old self, which belongs to your former 
manner of life and is corrupt through 
deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in 
the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on 
the new self, created after the likeness of 
God in true righteousness and holiness. 

Isaiah 52:1 & 2 (ESV) Awake, awake, put 
on your strength, O Zion; put on your 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy 
city; for there shall no more come into 
you the uncircumcised and the unclean. 2 
Shake yourself from the dust and arise; be 
seated, O Jerusalem; loose the bonds from 
your neck, O captive daughter of Zion. 
 
D. Prepare to worship. 
 
Hebrews 12:28 &29 (ESV) Therefore let 
us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 
offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a 
consuming fire. 
Galatians 6:7 & 8 (ESV) Do not be 
deceived: God is not mocked, for 
whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 
8 For the one who sows to his own flesh 
will from the flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the Spirit will from 
the Spirit reap eternal life. 
 
E. Take note of God's special provision. 
 
Isaiah 43:1 & 2 (ESV) But now thus says 
the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine. 2 When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through 
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 
Psalm 23:4–6 (ESV) Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all 



the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. 
 
III. Worship & Covenant Renewal (v9-15) 
A. God appears. 
 
Isaiah 6:1 (ESV) In the year that King 
Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of 
his robe filled the temple. 
Psalm 85:6–9 (ESV) Will you not revive us 
again, that your people may rejoice in 
you? 7 Show us your steadfast love, O 
Lord, and grant us your salvation. 8 Let 
me hear what God the Lord will speak, for 
he will speak peace to his people, to his 
saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near to those who 
fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 
 
B. God speaks. 
 
Isaiah 40:5 (ESV) And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken.” 
Hebrews 1:1–3 (ESV) Long ago, at many 
times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of 
his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 
2 Timothy 3:16 & 17 (ESV) All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, 17 that the 
man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work. 
 
C. God names. 

 
John 10:3 (ESV) To him the gatekeeper 
opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 
Isaiah 43:1 (ESV) But now thus says the 
Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine. 
 
D. God renews. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:26 (ESV) For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
E. Jacob responds. 
 
Isaiah 6:7 & 8 (ESV) And he touched my 
mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched 
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and 
your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 
“Here I am! Send me.” 
Romans 12:1 & 2 (ESV) I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 
IV. Life After Worship (v8, 16-29) 
 
John 16:33 (ESV) I have said these things 
to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation. But 
take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
Romans 5:3–5 (ESV) Not only that, but we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and 



endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
Romans 8:14–25 (ESV) For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15 For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The 
Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him. 18 For I consider 
that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the sons of God. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 
21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22 For we know that the whole 
 creation has been groaning together in 
the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience. 

 


