
Mk. 4:35-5:20  “Who Then Is This?”

For the Children: If there is a boy in your school, or in your street, who is very big and strong, you might be a bit 
scared of him – especially if you know he sees himself as your enemy.  But if he is your friend, you will probably be 
quite happy to hang around someone like that.  The devil, his demons and people who do not love God, hate to see the 
power and authority of the Lord Jesus.  Those who love Him, are very happy that Someone so powerful and merciful is 
their Friend.  Questions: What do you learn from the Lord’s calming of the storm?  What do you learn from the Lord’s 
rescue of those possessed by evil spirits?  Why is it so bad to be under the devil’s control, as unbelievers are?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Controlling Chaos
• Of Nature: The disciples, afraid of drowning in the storm at sea, rebuke the Lord for “not caring.”  He rebukes 

the wind and sea and turns all the chaos into calm.  See Pss. 65:7, 107:23-32 on this as a Divine ability.  Then 
the Lord rebukes the disciples for their lack of faith – despite all the miracles they had seen

• Of the Supernatural: The second miracle involves the Lord’s control over the supernatural.  He takes on a 
“legion” of demons.  Their destructive power is thwarted by His words of command.  The demons concede that 
Christ is Divine – they bow before Him, ask permission to stay in the area, call Him the “Son of the Most High 
God,” and acknowledge that He has the authority to imprison and torment them on the Last Day.  See Rev. 
20:10.  They also recognize that this was not yet the time for their imprisonment (Mt. 8:29, Rev. 12:12).  But 
they may not hinder His present work of salvation – hence they must leave this man they have possessed

• Who Can Do This: The demons know better than the disciples how to answer the question, “Who then is this?” 
However, they do not love the answer

Second Point: Freeing from Destruction
• The Demonic Purpose: The purpose of the demons is destructive.  The possessed man was freed from a life of 

enslavement, violence, uncleanness, alienation and misery.  Satan’s purpose is so destructive, even the pigs are 
destroyed by the demons.  Unbelievers subject themselves to this destructive power

• No One Else Capable: The local people are unable to subdue, restrain, or cure the possessed man.  The man 
himself is helpless.  But Jesus delivers him and radically transforms him, simply by His words

• Divine Mercy: Jesus reminds the man that his rescue is due to God’s power and mercy (v. 19).  The man 
realizes that this power and mercy also belong to Jesus – that He is Divine (v. 20).  Believers today experience 
essentially the same miracle of power and mercy, feeing them also from Satan’s control

Third Point: Differing Reactions
• The Demons: The demons are terrified by Jesus, they want Him gone – because they do not love Him.  They 

reflect Satan’s attitude as well

• The Locals: The Gerasenes/Gadarenes also reflect Satan’s view, because they are under his control.  They want 
Jesus gone, they are terrified of such power because they do not love Him.  They had also lost about 2,000 
valuable pigs – more important to them than the salvation of one man, or of themselves

• The Disciples: The disciples do not seem to understand fully who Jesus is yet; however, they are learning to 
love Him and therefore still want to be with Him.  There is faith in them, however small

• The Rescued Man: The man freed from possession actively wants to go with Jesus, because he understands 
that divine power and mercy meet in Jesus.  But Jesus sends him back to tell the Gospel in the largely Gentile 
Decapolis area – a foretaste of the Gospel going out to the Gentile world.  This miracle made a huge impact on 
them, as it was designed to do

Conclusion:


