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What has God ordained you to be?  I do not know the secret counsel of God, and 

neither do you.  But, when Saul was crowned king of Israel, no one knew that he 

would die a suicide, after losing a battle to the Philistines, blackened by rebellion 

and witchcraft. God rules in the kingdoms of men, and gives them to whomsoever 

He chooses.  But Saul was raised up, anointed by Samuel, and only the sin in his 

heart cause him to go astray and fall short of the glory of God for which he was 

made king. 

 

This morning we are dealing with the precept, or the commandments of God.  The 

decree may turn out to be different that what He has commanded, because of sin, but 

that does make either the precept, law,  or the decree null and void.  His decree, or 

what He has willed to surely come to pass, ensures that His will cannot be turned 

aside.  It is sometimes called the secret will of God.  His precept, that which He has 

commanded for us to do, ensures that He will just when He judges the world. This is 

sometimes called the revealed will of God.   You are I are responsible for the re-

vealed will of God, for the secret things belong to the Lord and we are not to meddle 

in them. 

 

We are, however, responsible to study diligently, to know what the will of God is.  If 

we are ignorant of His will, because we have neglected prayer, reading, preaching, 

fellowship.  This does not mean that you or I must know everything that God has re-

vealed, but we can know enough so that we do not walk in darkness, and this is our 

lot. 

 

This passage is very important for it sets forth the will of God for His people, those 

living stones that we spoke of in previous sermons.  You are a living stone in the 

temple of God, and these verses describe what you are before God; hence, they also 

show what you ought to be before God.  What you are can be neatly summarized:  a 

Citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom.  That’s what you are.  The call of Scripture is for 

you to act like such a citizen.  You belong to Jesus Christ.  He can do what He wants 

to with you, and He will. 

 

I. First of all, your citizenship is very valuable.  

A. Value illustrated:  In the ancient world it was a great privilege to be a citizen 

of Rome, and people were willing to pay a great price to be citizens.  Citizens 

were expected to live according to a way of life peculiar to Roman citizens.  

If true of Rome, it should be even more expected of Christians, and this is re-

ferred to in verse 9 by the word peculiar, by vs. 10 in which they are called “a 
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people” and by verse 12, by the word “conversation” or their honest good 

works. 

B. Validation:  The significance of the heavenly citizenship of the Christian is 

that it is derived from heaven, and not from the earth. 

1. His way of life sets him apart from the world, the flesh, the devil. 

2. Christians make up “a people” – a holy nation, they are called in vs.9.  

They will always be a nation within a nation, just as Israel was a nation 

within Egypt, during the time of their captivity. 

3. Christians are first of all interested in the glory of God, not themselves, 

not their race, not their culture, but God, the church, and the way of life 

prescribed for us.  This is our conversation, which flows form our citizen-

ship. 

C. To summarize:  The reasons why this is a precious citizenship:  There are 

several Greek words that are used a number of times in the first two chapters 

that indicated the preciousness, or the specialness, of being a Christian. 

1. It is secured by the precious blood of Christ. 

2. We are the peculiar possession of Christ, we belong only to Him. 

3. Our faith, the things we believe, is much more precious than gold that per-

ishes. 

4. We enter this citizenship by being born of incorruptible seed, by the Word 

of God. 

5. Our sacrifices are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6. Christ is precious, because He is the chief stone of corner.  In Him is in-

scribed all the gifts that God has given to His people.  Blessed be His 

Name forever and ever, Amen 

7. There is so much more that could be said.!!! 

 

II. This Citizenship:  Chosen and Purchased.  We have hinted at both of these: 

A. You were chosen to be part of this. 

1. Vs. 9.  See also 1:19-23  by Christ who shed his blood we believe in God 

who raised Him from the dead.  Born again by the incorruptible Word of 

God.  All flesh is grass, and that which is born of the flesh is flesh. 

2. You were adopted, so you could be born again.   Be sure you don’t get the 

figures of speech mixed up.  Adopted is legal language; Born again is 

moral and ethical.  Neither of them makes you God, but they do make you 

living stones. 

B. It was because of God’s mercy that you were chosen and purchased.  They al-

so go together.  Those chosen were purchased; and those purchased were cho-
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sen.  Christ did not die for those who were not chosen; neither did He choose 

any for whom He did not die. 

C. This mercy is explicit in verse 9, 10  This is a reference to Hosea 2:23.  I 

think this speaks of the calling of the Gentiles, and shows that Hosea’s proph-

ecy does not wait for the last time, but was fulfilled in the time of the Apos-

tles.  Hence the title, strangers and pilgrims, a title that applies to all the elect 

of God, whose home is not this present world. 

 

III.  It is a Priestly and Holy Citizenship.  How precious this is!  How exalted!  How 

deadly for the princes of the world to meddle with. 

A. A royal priesthood.  Kings and Priests.  All of God’s people are kings and 

priests.  This is after the order of Melchisedek, and the writer of Hebrews tells 

us.   Rome goes far astray here and would have us believe that their phony 

priests are after the order of Melchisedek, when Peter himself refutes them by 

this short sentences: Ye are a royal priesthood.  The Reformation, when the 

doctrine was believed and understood, made the old ideas of priests and kings 

obsolete, and that is why the royal houses and the sacerdotal churches op-

posed it.   It also made America possible, and America has become impossi-

ble because of the corruption of that faith. 

B. It is a Holy Priesthood.  There is nothing else like it in the earth.  Everything 

about is to be treated as sacred and special.  Under the law it was said, every-

thing that touches the altar is holy.  Everything pertaining to the altar was to 

be considered holy; so the church of Jesus Christ.  Nothing to be taken in 

vain; nothing empty and frivolous;  Holy and solemn.  So our whole lives. 

C. The kingship and priesthood far exceed the kingdom of David and the priest-

hood of Moses and Aaron.  It also includes prophets, for the Old Testament 

prophets have passed away. 

1. All are included in the Person and Work of Christ.  See. Heidelberg Cate-

chism  Question  Q31:  Why is He called "Christ," that is, Anointed? 

 A31:  Because He is ordained of God the Father and anointed with the 

Holy Ghost [1] to be our chief Prophet and Teacher,[2] who has fully re-

vealed to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning our redemp-

tion;[3] and our only High Priest,[4] who by the one sacrifice of His body 

has redeemed us, and ever lives to make intercession for us with the Fa-

ther;[5] and our eternal King, who governs us by His Word and Spirit, and 

defends and preserves us in the redemption obtained for us.[6] 

2. But there is more:  See  Q32:  But why are you called a Christian? 
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 A32:  Because by faith I am a member of Christ [1] and thus a partaker of 

His anointing,[2] in order that I also may confess His Name,[3] may pre-

sent myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to Him,[4] and with a free 

conscience may fight against sin and the devil in this life,[5] and hereafter 

in eternity reign with Him over all creatures.[6] 

 

Application.   We will make a more extended application of this doctrine in the 

weeks to come by commenting on what follows in Peter’s epistle, but this will do for 

now. 

 

See Psalm 67. 

A.  Prayer to God for blessing.  Illustration “bless the food.” 

B.  God’s blessing will include His way [covenant] and His salvation [sav-

ing health] will be known.  To Israel, but more specifically to the church 

[1Cor. 11] 

C.  vs. 3-5:  This is our mission: to speak to the earth, to rulers and reli-

gious pretenders, of the covenant and the salvation of God. To make His 

way and His salvation known.  This is the purpose for God to bless us, vs. 

1. 

C.  Even nature will respond to earth’s praise to the Lord and there will be 

plenty for all.  God will bless us. 

D.  Jesus:  Ye are the salt of the earth;  Ye are the light of the world.  A 

heavy obligation is laid upon you.  Amen and Amen. 

 

 

 


