
 Gospel Blessings and Greetings (1 Peter 5:12-14) 

• Peter’s primary motive for writing his epistle: encouragement & assurance  

• This salvation is: “the true grace of God” every reason & resource to stand firm  

• We would be wrong to think Peter’s words are just warm parting sentiments 

• His final words are the crescendo / climax of his Gospel ministry to the saints 

I. Blessings and Greetings  

• Peter made much of the church standing together (5:1-3,5,9): Silvanus & Mark 

• Silvanus is mentioned because he delivered Peter’s letter, it came by his hand 

• Peter’s commendation: would’ve  enabled Silvanus to explain what Peter wrote  

1) The True Grace of God  

• Believers he writes to: the recipients & beneficiaries of the “true grace of God” 

• The gospel is the manifestation, the revelation of “the true grace of God” 

• To truly believe this gospel, means you have God’s true grace: life will be godly 

• The whole of Scripture’s theme is the Gospel, Christ crucified & glorified 

• This true grace of God  has made us His true & peculiar people, holy nation.  

2) We are to Stand in the True Grace of God 

• Peter’s exhortation is not just: God causes us to stand but seek to stand in it  

• Since we have this amazing grace in Christ, seek therefore to stand in it  

• Paul’s continual exhortation: 1 Cor 16:13; Gal 5:1; Eph 6:11; Phil 4:1 

3) The Style of Manner of Peter’s Closing: Witness and Exhortation 

• Peter’s closing words: not only of blessings! They take the form of exhortation 

• Peter’s recipients: are truly the people of God whom the Jews foreshadowed. 

• The Old Covenant foreshadowed the blessings that they now possess in Christ  

4) Final Greetings and Salutations  

• Mark – was a companion of Paul & Barnabas. Babylon – code for Rome 

• “greet one another with a kiss” Peter’s emphasis on love in  household of God  

• Love & familial references are seen throughout 1 Peter : 1:22; 2:17; 3:8; 4:8 

Closing Reflections  

• Peter knew the grace of God (he was forgiven after denying Christ three times) 

• Peter’s view of grace was not cheap; he understood that grace leads to holiness 


