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So I draw your attention to 1 Peter 2 and we'll begin reading in verse 11 and I think we'll 
go down all the way through verse 25. Just to give you a head's up, this is a follow-up to 
a message where we began looking at this section of Scripture, I think a couple of weeks 
ago in the morning, so this is Memorial Day weekend, Sunday morning, and we'll get 
into what the theme is of this passage and look to the Lord here to use his word to speak 
to the hearts of his people tonight. Verse 11 of 1 Peter 2,

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation 
[that is, your lifestyle] honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 13 Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15 For so 
is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 17 Honour all men. Love the 
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 18 Servants, be subject to your 
masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
froward. 

That's not the easiest word to say, is it? What do you have for a footnote for "froward"? 
What was that? Harsh. Yeah, harsh. That's what I have too, harsh. Any other rendering? 
Unjust, yeah. What's our modern vernacular for such a boss? I shouldn't ask, should I? 
What's that? Nasty, yeah. I'm sure our fellow coworkers have other names but they're 
never the ones that we use. But yeah, or just "that guy," huh? That might be one of my... 
Verse 19,

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God [this is well 
pleasing to him]. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
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suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 25 For ye 
were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls. 

This is the word of the Lord.

So as we get into this passage tonight and we don't have a lot of time, but this is on my 
heart for a number of reasons. We find ourselves living in a world which, frankly I 
believe that this has been happening in our country, our world, our culture, for a long 
time and many of us, as God's people, have not really seen the clearest signs of this very 
well. But in the last several years, things are progressing, or we could use the other word, 
digressing rather, or at least the rate at which we see it, is happening exponentially. 
Anybody disagree with me on this? I mean, it's just rapidly changing. Again, I don't 
think, I really don't think it has waited until now to just happen all at once, but there are a 
lot of factors and a lot of forces that have been in play for a great length of time and now 
it really seems to be coming to a head on a number of high profile cultural issues that are 
very much getting our attention as well they should. So as that's the case, we find 
ourselves living increasingly in, I think it's really the reality, of us recognizing that we are 
increasingly in a hostile world to people of genuine faith. So what this passage I believe 
is all about is faithful living or rather Gospel living in a hostile world. Gospel living in a 
hostile world.

So a few things about the structure here, I do anticipate this being somewhat of a mini-
series, perhaps two more messages on Sunday nights to come, but what we have here 
starting in verse 11, we have believers being addressed and Peter says, "Dearly beloved," 
I exhort you, "I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims," so what he's basically doing, he is 
saying, "Since this is who you are, since you're foreigners and exiles, then this is what 
you are to expect as far as the life for you going forward." And he really does list several 
duties here. 

The first one, which is reminiscent from our message this morning, he says, "abstain." 
You don't belong here, is what he's saying, and you need to recognize that this means 
everything with reference to your internal heart condition. He says, "abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul." Abstain from such lusts. 

Secondly, he says you need to live good lives and do good deeds to those unbelievers 
around you, as well as believers, but I think the major thing that he's getting at in verse 12 
is among the Gentiles, the pagans. You need to be living a lifestyle of doing good for 
people and doing it in a way that is unexpected that people apart from Christ don't tend to 
do.
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The next one in verse 12, he says that you need to expect, and I think this is what we 
touched on quite a bit a couple of weeks ago on Sunday morning. You need to expect to 
be accused and misunderstood. We have a hard time with that one living in a country 
such as ours where we have liked to consider ourselves a Christian nation. Well, that 
notion in reality is vanishing. It is and, you know, it's not up for debate that that is taking 
place among us. And as that's the case, the culture and society at large will continually 
and increasingly...they find it natural and instinctive to accuse us as Christians and 
wrongfully accuse us, and to mischaracterize us, and to, if you will, caricaturize us, 
turning us into crazy, whacked out individuals.

Number 4, and we see this down in the last part of verse 12, that we are to act in a way, 
even though they are going to be opposed to us, the world, that is, but number 4, we are 
to act in a way that they will see who God actually is and they will glorify him when he 
comes to visit them.

Then the rest of the passage, we won't get at all into this tonight, but the rest of the 
passage is answering the question of: so how can we live in a way, since we're facing this 
ongoing hostility, and that's the case. And I want to say tonight, as far as how we are to 
shine as light in such a dark world, this is a critical passage. I suppose part of the 
occasion for this tonight is our graduation emphasis when people graduate from college 
or graduate school of some kind, often, especially from a Christian perspective, it's the 
dynamic of, okay, they're being sent out into the world. I'm sure Chris has been living in 
the world for some time. But that's the, what is that? That is the dynamic. That's one of 
the things that comes to our mind, and this passage addresses, of course, not only for our 
graduates, but for all of us, reminds us of the world in which we live and how is it that 
God's calling us to live in a way that gives attention the most to who God is and his 
gracious purposes for all of mankind, not just us, and this lays this out quite effectively 
by the Apostle Peter.

So real quickly in as short order as possible here, the first statement or principle I want us 
to see and we see it in verse 11, it's actually a point of connection here, it's the fact that 
doctrine and practice always go together. We see here in 1 Peter a pattern that is quite 
consistent throughout all of the New Testament. You have this especially in the epistles 
where the apostles are exhorting and their whole purpose is to strengthen the faith of the 
believers in all these different churches that they're writing to. Their writing these books 
is a critical laying a foundation in the whole building of the Christian church, and so 
understanding the nature of these epistles especially is critically important for us as 
believers today. And I think many of you are familiar with this but you have this in I 
think every letter just about. It is a little more notable or more noticeable in books like 
Ephesians as well as 1 Peter here, but the pattern goes like this: the apostle has elements, 
aspects of the doctrine of the Gospel that he has a clear intent to convey to these 
churches, these young fledgling churches and these believers, as well as conveying them 
to the leaders of these churches. 

So these are laid out quite clearly and you see this in 1 Peter. You see this in Ephesians 1-
3, it's pretty much entirely theology. We read through one section of that tonight because 
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it got us ready to sing it. We sang that passage from Ephesians 1, and it's all doctrine. 
Who God is and what he did in choosing us, calling us, and sending his Son, the primary, 
the one thing that we needed to be ransomed and to be justified. All of that is doctrine 
and you work through Ephesians like that and you get to chapter 4, Paul has laid the 
foundation of establishing those doctrinal truths and now the readers are ready to hear the 
practical exhortations and instruction specifically on how are they to live in light of those 
Gospel truths.

Now, you have the same thing going on here in 1 Peter 2. You have, especially in verses 
1-10, you have all of this of the apostle laying down these doctrinal planks, if you will, of 
the Gospel. Verses 4 through 8, he presents Christ as the living stone and because of who 
Christ was and the role he fulfilled. You have a quote there from Isaiah 28, "Behold I lay 
in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious. He that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded or ashamed." Verse 7, "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious, but 
unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is 
made the head of the corner." So what he's doing here, he's reminding them, the very 
person of Jesus and the nature of his work, and because of who Jesus is, what he did, who 
we are now living in union with him. 

So you're looking at me tonight and like, "Okay, what is this all to  me?" Well, that's the 
whole point. When Paul gets to verse 11, he is now seguing, is that a word? Can you turn 
segue into a verb? He is transitioning from the critically important doctrine to say now 
because of this, this is how we are to see ourselves and understand ourselves. He says this 
in verse 11, "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims." Jesus said in 
Matthew 5 that not one jot or tittle of the Mosaic law would go unfulfilled or 
uncompleted. This is not just true of the Old Testament, but it's true of all of God's word 
in all of Scripture, the fact that every word, every word, are you convinced of that 
tonight? We live in an age that just wants to kind of boil everything down to its basic 
general meaning or we live in a time where, "Well, you know, I'm not all that keen about 
the real nitty-gritty, tedious doctrinal portions of Scripture, I like the narratives. I like the 
story parts." Right? I do too. I think we all do but doctrine is as important as its always 
been, if not more so because the day in which we live.

If you look at me a little distracted up here, I have one of those little red looking kind of 
spider things, like it's running all the way around up here. You'll be happy to know I just 
squashed it, okay? So I'll be chasing around something else if you see me up here doing 
that.

So every word. See, you thought I was going to get totally distracted. I know you did. 
Every word, every little word matters and Peter says, he says, "I'm talking to you now as 
strangers." And the key point here is that doctrine and living, doctrine and behavior, 
doctrine and practice, always go together. You don't have one without the other. And you 
have, especially in the day in which we live now and I'm sure it's been like this for a 
while, you have people that they're kind of what we call nominal Christians. They go to a 
church maybe once in a while, or they go to more of what we call around here a 
traditional kind of church, a mainline church, and they'll claim the name Christian but the 
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emphasis over the generations, and you have people especially that are not believers at all 
and they don't claim to be, but they like the parts of Christianity that emphasize and you 
know what I'm going to say, right? They emphasize what? Doing good. Helping your 
fellow man. Loving your neighbor. No, I'm not. Those are all critically important as we're 
going to see here in the passage make those critically important, but they get thrown 
around as cliches because people, they gravitate to that element of Christianity and the 
cliché is you can have that, you can have caring for the needy, giving to the poor, you can 
have that without all this heavy doctrinal stuff. Can you relate to what I'm getting at? And 
this is how a lot of people look at our professed New Testament faith, and I believe it's 
even all the more like that today.

So the notion is, well, you can have Christian living without all this doctrine. And when I 
say doctrine, I'm talking about the indisputable, clear, historic, New Testament Bible 
doctrines of the Christian faith. There is another level of doctrine that we may debate and 
discuss among ourselves or among other types of Gospel focused, Bible adhering 
Christians in churches, but what I'm getting at here are within historic Christianity, the 
doctrines that cannot be debated and they are accepted as clearly stated in Scripture.

So this idea that people have that, well, you don't have to get bogged down with all that 
dogma, you know, and really isn't the Christian life just about accepting each other for 
who they really are and so forth. And I know in the last generation this has been very 
common, it probably goes a little past my time, actually, I mean, well since the early 
1970s there has been this emphasis, remember the Peace Corps? Some of you remember 
the Peace Corps. This trend that if you really have lasting virtue, if you're really going to 
follow Christ and know God, then you need to do something extravagantly radical for 
your fellow man, and so these missions, these trips. I graduated from high school, I've 
come upon a milestone and I know you don't have to know this but I'm going to tell you: 
this past week, I have come upon, that's right, 30 years since I graduated from high 
school. Some of you are like, "What's the big deal with that? I've been graduated for 50." 
But 30, I've got to be honest with you, 30 seems like a kind of big deal and one of the 
reasons is because I remember very well my dad having, you know, I was like, I don't 
know, mid teens, 15, 16, 17, and my dad going off to some 30 year high school reunion 
and thinking to myself and you know it before I say it, "Wow. 30 years. That's a long 
time. It really is." And now it's happened to me. Amazing. I know, it happens to all of us 
and all of you people, up here especially, that are like giving me these silly grins, it's 
going to be up on you before you can sneeze, it will be. Well, maybe you'll have to 
sneeze a few times but it's going to happen to you too.

So when I graduated from high school, you're really wondering why I went into all that. I 
just had to release myself from this burden of feeling so old. But when I graduated, two 
of my closest friends, you know, I was real busy getting ready to go off to college and I 
was pretty focused on doing that, and these guys were, they just prided themselves on 
always not fitting the mold, right? So they're like, "We're not going to go to college. 
We're going to go see the world." You know that whole motif. And they enlisted in some 
program where they were going to go off to New Zealand, and one of them made it. I 
don't think the other one did. And the whole idea of embarking on adventure, but 
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especially and I think this is how they cloaked it is that you're going to go help these 
indigenous peoples. I hope, I know I sound really cynical up here, right? I hope that that 
was the intent. 

That was part of the mission and part of the mission statement and I'm looking at that and 
I'm like, "Man, going off to college looks like really boring and just, you know, I feel 
kind of lame." And I don't know exactly what happened and how it all went. I'm glad I 
made the choice that I did. But what I'm getting at here is that the thing that people, so 
many people, want to see or want to focus on is that it doesn't really matter what theology 
or doctrine you hold to, it's how you live your life, right? That sounds pretty good. What's 
the problem with it? Anybody want to venture an out loud answer? 

Yes. Definitely. Right. Absolutely. You can't have one without the other, and 
furthermore, nobody, no matter what they try to tell you, is living their life devoid of 
some kind of doctrine. They may say, "Hey, if you want to believe in Jesus as your 
Savior and so and so forth, well, that's fine for you, but don't think that everybody needs 
to do that." When they say that, what? That's a doctrine. It is. And so that is their 
foundational core doctrine that shapes and informs how they live.

And as you look more closely at this passage and what real sacrificial living and service 
actually looks like, I mean, look with me here. He says people are going to accuse you of 
all kinds of crazy, nasty, horrible, bad things and you can't let it bother you. Really? 
That's in verse 12. Verse 13, "Submit yourselves to every law," it says. That is what it 
says, by the way. "Submit yourselves to every ordinance," or every regulation, "of man 
for the Lord's sake." Governors, emperors and so on. He says in verse 16, well, I'll move 
us ahead to verse 17, he says, "Honor everybody." You have this kind of pervasive 
deferring of all the people in your life, even the ones that, quite frankly, some of the 
people that you work with that you know things about them that are oft-putting and hard 
to take sometimes. But it says, "Honor," have respect, "for everybody. Love the 
brotherhood," that is, those in the church. It says, "Fear God. Honour the king." And it 
says also in verse 18 and we kind of parked on this for a brief minute, "Servants, be 
subject to your masters." Even the harsh ones. Even the nasty guys, right.

What am I getting at here? Is that the Bible's gold standard for living out a life of service 
and sacrificial deference of one another is incredibly high, would you not agree? And the 
truth is, you know, people can look at some of these kinds of ideals and say, "Well, that's 
what really matters." But the truth is, if you're actually going to live like this, you need 
something deep down inside of you that is...in fact, let's back up a second. To live this 
way is not natural. It's not normal at all to lay your life down on the line for what you 
would actually believe to be some of the most unworthy people. That's what we're talking 
about. This is what Peter is summoning them to. And to live that way, you need a lot of 
energy and conviction. You need a kind of all-enduring substance that continues to give 
you supernatural strength and vision and nothing out there gives you that other than the 
Gospel of our crucified, risen and glorified Lord Jesus Christ.
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So the other thing that I want to touch on here, yes, time has already fleeted away from 
us, but the other thing here is what we are to see ourselves as. It says in verse 11 again, he 
says, "I talk to you now as strangers and pilgrims." Those two words, I think they're a 
little more clearly rendered as foreigners and exiles and what Peter is saying, and this is 
the major point I want us to be left with tonight, he's saying, "You need to recognize that 
the best way that you live up to your calling in genuinely following Christ, part of that 
calling is that you cast off," I think in 2 Corinthians 2, "you emanate that scent and aroma 
of our Master, Teacher and Savior and Lord." You do that in the most effective way if, 
first of all, you see yourselves as not really belonging to this world. It's critical that we 
understand ourselves this way.

The first word is "foreigner." The King James says "strangers" but it's the idea of a 
foreigner. These two words together, the first one is the idea that you don't belong here. 
You're not from here and so you don't belong here. The other one, "exile," are you ready 
for it? You don't belong here but if you're an exile, you're not wanted. How does that 
make you feel? It's true. The idea of being a foreigner, this was something very common 
at the time Peter was writing this. The first century in the Roman Empire, you had these 
cities that we see referenced like Thessalonica, Philippi and so on, and they were actually 
and the Roman Empire and system of governance, they were city/states, right? And so the 
desired status was to be a citizen of the city/state that you lived in. If you were doing 
commerce or doing business or traveling for one reason or another in another part of the 
Empire, it would be very evident before too long that you were not a citizen of that 
city/state. Some cities afforded much more privileges and rights and privileges. You see 
this in Acts 16 in Philippi, Paul was a citizen of what city? Help me out tonight. You 
know this. Yes, did you hear that in the back? He's a citizen of Rome and since Rome is 
the ruling city/state throughout the Empire, that meant something. And one of the 
stipulations of Roman citizenship is that you could not be imprisoned, you could not be 
incarcerated without a trial and Paul knows this. You're familiar with the story. They are 
in prison, he and Silas are in prison, and they spent all night in jail. They got beat before 
they went into prison and the next morning, he beckons over the guard and says, "You 
guys have a problem." Now, it actually doesn't say that in the Greek I don't think, but it 
most assuredly is what was implied. He says, "You guys have a problem. I am a Roman 
citizen and you threw me in the clink. So why don't you guys go figure out what you're 
supposed to do next." I know I'm embellishing quite a bit, aren't I? But it went that way, 
and they were on the hook. He wasn't. 

So the whole point that I want to leave us with is that what Peter is saying, that for us as 
God's people, when we came to Christ, we became a Christian. You know, the idea of 
becoming a citizen, it's an either/or proposition, it's all or nothing. You know, you're not 
like, "Well, I'm like partly a citizen." Or with marriage. Let's hope not, right? It's either 
you're married or you're not. You're an American citizen and you possess all of the rights, 
protections and privileges that belong to that status, or you don't. And the same idea with 
belonging to the Lord through faith in what he's done for us is that you either are or 
you're not. There's no halfway status at all. How about some amens to this? 
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I believe we live in a time and any individual assembly over time can easily, without 
even realizing it, we can digress into this thinking that, "Well, you know, we're kind of all 
in process of becoming a Christian." No, that's not what the Bible teaches. Either you are 
or you're not and what's implied in what Peter is saying here is that when you come to 
Christ, when you become a Christian, you are now a citizen of another city/state, you're a 
citizen of heaven and what does that mean? It means you're not a citizen of here any 
longer. You know, we still live in this country, we still have concerns and we still have an 
actual physical citizenship but the way the Bible treats this is something profound and 
real, is that ultimately our ultimate identity, how we see ourselves and how we see 
ourselves in this world, is that we don't belong here. We don't, and we belong to another 
place and another time and the only way we can realize and fulfill our calling upon the 
life God would have us to live is if we realize this and we embrace it.

The other thing is that we're exiles or pilgrims, and I'm not going to get a whole lot into 
that at all tonight, but may we be exhorted tonight as far as how we see the world but 
most of all how we see ourselves as God has placed us in it.

Let's close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for our time together this day that belongs to you, and we 
thank you that we could observe it as your day, the Lord's day. And we thank you for 
your Scripture and how it ministers to us. Lord, I pray that it has given us light tonight. 
Help us to see and grasp more and more the nature of what our calling is and how we 
are to live and serve and influence the world around us through the supernatural grace 
that you have given us through your Son and by how we live and in living in a radically 
different way than everybody else in this world. Father, we ask that you'd help us, even 
this coming week. May our eyes be opened. May we have fresh vision for how we can 
love and serve because of the love and sacrificial offering and service that our Savior 
gave to us. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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