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John 14:27 (NKJV) “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
 
Deuteronomy 7:7-8 (NKJV) “7 The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than 
any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 8 but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath 
which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of 
bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” 
 
Genesis 12:3 (HCSB) “I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.” 
 
Acts 9:15 (NKJV) “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and 
the children of Israel.’” 
 
Ephesians 3:6 (ESV) “This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” 
 
 
I.       Total Alienation Apart From Christ (vv. 11-12) 
 
 

Romans 2:28-29 (NKJV) “28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 
flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose 
praise is not from men but from God.” 
 
Colossians 2:11 (NIV) “In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision 
done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ.” 
 
A. They Were Without Christ (v. 12a) 
 
 
B. They Were Aliens From the Commonwealth of Israel (v. 12b) 

 
 

C. They Were Strangers From the Covenants of Promise (v. 12c) 
 

Jeremiah 31:33 (ESV) “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.” 

 
 

D. They Had No Hope (v. 12d) 
 

Psalms 146:5 (NKJV) “Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.” 
 
 

E. They Were Without God (v. 12e) 



II.      True Reconciliation in Christ (vv. 13-18) 
 
 

“Paul describes the greatest peace mission in history: Jesus Christ not only reconciled Jews and Gentiles, but He 
reconciled both to Himself in one body, the church.”                                                                                   —Warren Weirsbe 
 
 
A. The Price (v. 13) 
 
 
B. The Person (v. 14) 

 
 

Romans 10:12-13 (NKJV) “12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to 
all who call upon Him. 13 For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

 
 

C. The Path (vv. 15-18) 
 
 

Galatians 3:28 (NKJV) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

 
 
 
 
 
III.     The Triple Illustration (vv. 19-22) 
 
 

A. We Are One Nation (v. 19a) 
 

1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

 
 

B. We Are One Family (v. 19b) 
 

Ephesians 3:15 (NKJV) “from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
 
 

C. We Are One Temple (vv. 20-22) 
 
 

In the Old Testament, God had a temple for His people, but in the New Testament, God has a people for His temple. 
 
1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  
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   Fallen humanity has never gotten along very well. It is amazing how many wars were fought that were 

heralded to be “the war that will end all wars”. I read a while back that from 1500 BC to 850 AD there 

were 7,500 “eternal covenants” agreed upon among various nations that promised the end of war. None of 

those covenants lasted longer than 2 years. Not long ago we were hearing that the cold war with Russia 

was over, but no one is saying that anymore. Not only have we made little if any progress in the area of 

bringing peace between nations; we can’t even have peace between individuals. The saddest category of 

war between individuals is the warfare between men and women who are married to each other. In a 

relationship that is described in Scripture as two people becoming one flesh there is often nothing but 

warfare. I often hear of couples justifying divorce by saying, “This divorce is better for the children than 

to grow up in a home where their Mom and Dad are always fighting”. That makes it sound like there are 

only two alternatives – continue the constant warfare or divorce. Where is the power of God in that? How 

about you each reckon yourselves dead to sin and ask the Holy Spirit to fill you and produce the spiritual 

fruit of love that starts by loving your spouse! It seems like there is constant strife in most every area of 

life. There is another place where strife and discord grieves God. I am speaking about the church. One 

Bible scholar said, “Disunity among His own people has always been a special heartache to God”. Jesus 

said to His disciples in John 14:27 (NKJV) “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” When we are His 

disciple, we have His peace; what excuse is there for not living in unity?  

   I had something happen to me several years ago that caused me to feel shame regarding my 

denomination. I was at a Pastor’s meeting at a restaurant with about 12 or so Pastors of different 

denominations (mostly SBC) sitting around a large table. Sitting next to me was a Pastor of another 

denomination whose beliefs are very similar to ours. He was from the Chicago area I believe, and had 

planted a church in Knoxville that was experiencing great growth. He asked a question that was 

something like this: “Most of you Pastors are Baptist; what is the strategy of Baptists in starting new 

churches here in this city?” In response to his question was an embarrassed laughter followed by some of 

the Pastors whispering to each other. The Pastor who asked the question was perplexed and bent over to 

me and asked why they were laughing at his question. I knew exactly why they were laughing (though we 

should have been weeping). I told him that it was because here in the Bible belt, most Baptist churches are 

started as the result of church fights! One side (usually the one with the fewest numbers) just goes down 

the street and starts another church. I read about one such church split of a First Baptist Church in a 

community and the group that left started a new church and called it the Second First Baptist Church.  

   Perhaps the church dissention in Christian history that had the potential to do the most damage was the 

turmoil in the first century church between Jewish believers and Gentile believers. At Pentecost when the 

church was born, it was made up 100% of Jews. In New Testament times, there was great animosity 

between the Jews and the Gentiles (sometimes called “Greeks”). The Greeks were very proud of their 

culture and supposed racial superiority. Their name for all non-Greeks was “Barbarians”. The Greek 

language was considered the language of the gods. The Jews were not without their pride problems! For 

the most part, they completely misunderstood the reasons that God chose them as His special people. 

They began to think that God chose them because they were special. The truth is just the opposite; they 

were special only because God chose them. There was nothing in them that merited God’s favor. 

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 (NKJV) “
7 

The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were 

more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 
8 

but because the Lord loves 

you, and because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out 

with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt.” We know that God chose Israel to be a channel of God’s blessing to the rest of the world. He told 



Abraham in Genesis 12:3 (HCSB) “I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who treat you 

with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” It was through the Jews that the 

Old Testament Scriptures would come; it was through the Jews that the Messiah would come. But while 

God called the Jews to become a channel of blessing to the world, they began to see themselves as a 

bucket to hoard God’s blessing instead of passing them on to the Gentiles. Instead of seeing themselves as 

being blessed because of the mercy and grace of God, they began to see themselves as deserving of the 

blessings because they were superior to the Gentiles. There was so much pride and arrogance on both 

sides, but spiritually, there was more on the Jewish side. Instead of responding to Gentiles with love and 

mercy as God had responded to them, they often responded with arrogance, hatred and disdain. Like 

Jonah, many of the Jews wanted the Gentiles judged, not blessed. One Rabbi around the time of Christ 

wrote that God created Gentiles to fuel the fires of hell.  

   Putting those two groups together in the same church is a formula for disaster! Yet, by the power of God 

it happened. A short time after the church was formed at Pentecost, God sent Peter to a Gentile, a Roman 

Centurion named Cornelius. God saved Cornelius and his family and gave evidence that the Gospel 

crossed over a barrier by enabling them to speak in a language (probably Hebrew) that they did not 

naturally learn. Then God got hold of Saul of Tarsus (Paul) on the road to Damascus and called him to be 

the Apostle to the Gentiles. Acts 9:15 (NKJV) "Go, for he [Paul] is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My 

name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.” 

   There was a lot of controversy about what to do with these Gentile believers. Some taught that they had 

to become a Jew to be a disciple of Christ. Others said, “No, they must simply come to Christ alone for 

salvation”. Finally the church called a council in Acts 15 to determine if the Gentiles had to become Jews 

to be saved. The decision was “no, the Gentiles do not have to become Jew and be circumcised and keep 

the ceremonial, separation and dietary laws”. Paul was then encouraged to go back to Antioch with the 

good news and to tell all the churches that had Gentile believers. The bottom line is found in Ephesians 

3:6 (ESV) “This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers 

of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” As we will see, there was still tension between the 

Jews and the Gentiles that is dealt with in the passage we are examining today. The tension in our day is 

not between Jews and Greeks (Gentiles); but there is still tension. In this passage we will see the biblical 

basis for unity between all believers in the church – whether the tensions are racial, economic, 

educational, or any other differences. We will also see a picture of what the church is to look like.  

   That is some background on our text. Let’s jump in on the verses.  

 

I.       Total Alienation Apart from Christ (V11-12) 

   Paul addresses the Gentiles in the church and reminds them how far God has brought them. The Jews 

called the Gentiles “the uncircumcised” as a term of derision and reproach. But beyond the prejudice, the 

fact is that the Gentiles were totally alienated from God. Circumcision had never been a mark or 

guarantee of being right with God for even the Jews. Romans 2:28-29 (NKJV) “
28 

For he is not a Jew 

who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; 
29 

but he is a Jew who is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from 

men but from God.” True circumcision is not physical. Colossians 2:11 (NIV) “In him you were also 

circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but 

with the circumcision done by Christ”. Abraham was counted righteous before God (the Old Testament 

equivalent of being saved) before he was circumcised. The real problem the Gentiles faced was not the 

outward ritual of circumcision.  

A.   They Were Without Christ (V12a) 

   The Ephesians worshipped the goddess Diana or Artemis (an alternate name for the same god) – a 

grotesque idol.  

B.   They Were Aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel (V12b) 

   Had these Gentiles desired to know and worship the one true God, they would have become a part of 

Judaism. There was a prescribed way that any Gentile could become a Jew and worship the one true God.  



C.   They Were Strangers from the Covenants of Promise (V12c) 

   The supreme covenant was the covenant with Abraham, but they were also not a part of the Mosaic 

covenant or the Davidic covenant. They were also not a part of the New Covenant detailed in Jeremiah 

31:33 (ESV) “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people.”  

D.   They Had No Hope (V12d) 

   Their gods brought them no hope because they were only idols energized by Satan. The one true God is 

the only source of genuine hope. If you’ve read Dante’s Divine Comedy, you will remember that hell is 

described as having a large door that leads down into the pit to the abyss. Above the door we see these 

words, “Despair of hope all ye who enter here”. That is not in the Bible, but hell is a place without hope. 

How opposite is the truth of Psalms 146:5 (NKJV) “Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God”.  

E.   They Were Without God (V12e) 

   Oh, they had plenty of gods, but not the one true God. They did not have God because they did not want 

Him. They had rejected the evidence of conscience and creation (Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15). They were 

without excuse and stood condemned. These Gentiles were in a place of total alienation from God and His 

hope, His blessings. 

 

II.      True Reconciliation in Christ (V13-18)  

   Oh the blessing of that phrase “But now”! Those who were without Christ, aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in 

this world were now brought near. Warren Weirsbe describes it well. “Paul describes the greatest peace 

mission in history: Jesus Christ not only reconciled Jews and Gentiles, but He reconciled both to Himself 

in one body, the church.” [Warren Weirsbe, Be Rich, page 56-57].  

A.   The Price (V13) 

   The means by which this great reconciliation happened was the shedding of Christ’s own blood. This of 

course refers to the cross where He died for us, poured out His life and paid the required price for our sin 

– death. Sin separates us from God, and only through the cross where His blood was shed does true 

reconciliation take place. 

B.   The Person (V14)  

    Jesus did not just give us peace; He is our peace. I’ve said it many times but here goes again: What we 

truly need Jesus is. We need to know the way, the truth and the life; He is the way, the truth, and the life 

(John 14:6). We need salvation; He is the Savior. We need peace and He is our peace; Isaiah 9:6 says that 

He is “the Prince of Peace”. He has made us one with God by reconciling us through His blood, and now 

He makes us one with one another.  

   What is that middle wall of separation? It was a 4 ½ foot wall that separated the court of the Gentiles 

from the rest of the temple area. Archeologists have discovered the inscription from the wall of separation 

in Herod’s temple which was the temple of New Testament times. The inscription said, “No foreigner 

may enter within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught doing 

so will have himself to blame for his ensuing death.” This was the wall that the Jews thought Paul and his 

Gentile friends went beyond when Paul was arrested and the Jews tried to kill him. When Jesus died on 

the cross and the atonement was made, the veil that separated the Holy place from the Holy of Holies was 

literally torn in two and this wall of separation was symbolically torn down. By fulfilling the law’s 

demands in His perfectly righteous life and bearing the curse of the law in His sacrificial death, Jesus 

removed the legal barrier that separated Jew from Gentile. Now as Romans 10:12-13 (NKJV) says “
12 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon 

Him. 
13 

For ‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’" In Christ, Jew and Gentile have 

become one. 

C.   The Path (V15-18) 



   In verse 15 we see that the one who is our peace has made peace. That peace includes peace between 

God and man and also between man and his fellow man. The greatest barrier between Jew and Gentile 

was the ceremonial law (called “the law of commandments contained in ordinances”). When Jesus died, 

the sacrificial system, the feasts, the dietary, separation, cleanliness laws, and all other outward 

commandments were abolished. God’s moral law is not abolished, but the whole ceremonial law that 

separated Jews from Gentiles was abolished. To put an exclamation point on that God allowed the temple 

to be destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and all of the genealogical records were destroyed and the 

sacrifices were stopped. Now in the church, all believers stand on equal ground. The summary verse that 

emphasizes that is Galatians 3:28 (NKJV) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” As to worth and value and 

status in the church, all of man’s distinctions are abolished and all are equal in Christ. While differences 

remain in roles and function, there is complete equality. That is the path to true reconciliation between 

individuals in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Verses 16-18 focus on the reconciliation of both Jews and Gentiles to God. The cross of Christ 

reconciles believing Jew and Gentiles to God. There is no separate path to reconciliation for the Jews and 

Gentiles. Through the blood of Christ, Jews and Gentiles are reconciled to God in one body – the body of 

Christ – the church. Every ethnic group, every way that human beings separate is torn down by a common 

need and a common solution – the cross. There are not multiple ways to reconciliation with God – only 

the path of a blood covered cross. When Jew or Gentile is saved, they receive the Holy Spirit and there is 

only one Holy Spirit and through Him we have access to the same Father. The barriers are gone and every 

believer has access into the Holy of Holies to stand reconciled to the one true God. There is unity in the 

body of Christ – the church. All divisions based on ethnicity, income, or background must be abolished. 

We have the same Holy Spirit and we all come to God by the same path – the way of the cross. Through 

the cross we have reconciliation with God and therefore we are to be one with, in unity with all others 

who have come to God and have the same indwelling Holy Spirit.  

   This is not a call to do away with all denominations and differences in individual churches. I am saying 

that when we agree on the essentials, the fundamentals, there is to be harmony.  

 

III.     The Triple Illustration (V19-22) 

   After laying the theological foundation for our unity in Christ, Paul gives three illustrations to drive the 

point home.  

A.   We Are One Nation (V19a) 

   Israel was God’s chosen nation, but because the nation of Israel as a whole rejected the very one, the 

Messiah, that they looked for, this nation has been temporarily set aside and now it is the church through 

which God does His work – a church made up of Jews and Gentiles in the one body that is pictured as 

fellow citizens in one nation. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light.” 

B.   We Are One Family (V19b) 

   This illustration brings us even closer together. We are not only as members of one nation; we are 

members of the same family. Remember the old Gaither song, “I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of 

God – I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by the blood! Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this 

sod, for I’m part of the family, the family of God.” This wonderful family is both in Heaven and earth. 

Ephesians 3:15 (NKJV) “from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named”.  

C.   We Are One Temple (V20-22) 

   In the Old Testament God had a temple for His people, but in the New Testament God has a people for 

His temple. We are individually the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19) and all true Christians 

are a part of the church which is illustrated as a temple of the Lord. The foundation of the church (temple 

of the Lord) is laid by the Apostles and New Testament prophets. Jesus is the foundation of the church (1 

Corinthians 3:11) and the chief cornerstone. The cornerstone binds the structure together and Jesus has 



bound together Jews and Gentiles in the church. 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) “you also, as living stones, are 

being built up a spiritual house…”  

CONCLUSION 

   The church is one nation, one family, and one temple. The church is to be characterized with unity. 

That unity has as its foundation the builder of the church – Jesus Christ who is our peace. 


