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OUR WORLD NEEDS GODLY FATHERS 
Titus 1: 7-9 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 
Way back in 1990,  David  Popenoe  wrote  an  article  entitled,  “A  World Without 
Fathers.”  In  his article he wrote some depressing statistics. He wrote that from 
1960 to 1990, the percentage of children living apart from their biological father 
had doubled, from 17% to 36%. Then in 2005, Dr. Scott J. Larson reported that 
50% of all American children go to bed without being able to speak to their father 
at  home.  In  another  article  entitled,  “Fathering Fatherless  America,”  this  same  Dr.  
Larson reported “One  in  two  children  now  grow  up  without  a  father  in  the  United  
States,  and  in  our  inner  cities,  only  one  in  five  children  live  with  their  father.”  
Since there are currently 80 million fathers in America, today, 40 million of those 
fathers do not live with their children.” Do you know what this means for the 
church today? It means that two whole new mission fields have developed in 
America in the last 55-60 years: The mission field is fathering fatherless children 
and ministering to children-less fathers. This a profound sadness. Telephone 
companies thrive as today, Father’s  Day  sees  the  largest  number  of  collect  calls of 
any day in America. 
 
Sometimes we count the 60 million abortions as the worst holocaust in America, 
and in many ways, it is true. But what has led us to such a terrible statistic. It is in 
many ways the woe of fatherless America. Recently, the homosexual rage which is 
ravaging our nation and being accepted by one state after another is what is getting 
the spotlight. The acceptance of pre-marital sex as normal is doubtless a large part 
of  America’s  undoing.  But  behind  it  all, pre-marital sex, abortion, divorce and 
same-sex marriage is the breakdown of the home, with rampant divorce and 
fatherless children. Malachi ended the Old Testament with a prophecy of this 
sobering truth immediately preceding the great and terrible Day of the Lord. He 
said in Malachi 4: 5,6—“Behold,  I  am  going  to  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  
the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. And he will restore the hearts 
of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I 
come  and  smite  the  land  with  a  curse.”   
 
Perhaps,  Satan’s  greatest  ravaging  of  America  is  not  only fatherless children, but in 
the 40 million with fathers in America, the enemy is attempting to devour the 
relationship between fathers and their sons and daughters. If we look in our own 
families, do we see this assault? Is the enemy finding ways, in his shrewdness to 
build terrible walls between us Dads, and our sons and daughters, and between us 
as children, teens, college students, and grown adults with our fathers? The apostle 
Paul tells us in II Corinthians 2:11 that we should not let Satan take advantage of 
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us,  “for  we  are  not  ignorant  of  his  schemes.” Dads and children, teens and college 
students, let’s  do everything we can to find a way to heal any breaches that are 
trying to undo our home.  
 
Now it would seem appropriate to speak today of the qualities God wants in a 
godly husband. Titus 1: 6 tells us that he is to be a husband above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, a husband with children who believe, and a husband with 
children not justifiably accused of riotous dissipation or stubborn rebellion, 
children that refuse to be disciplined. Those are awesome qualities we might well 
preach on, qualities Titus was told to look for in elders he would appoint in every 
town or city in Crete. Paul used another word than elder in verse 5. The word elder 
he used is from the Greek word presbuteros. It means senior, older man, patriarch 
--one who acts as the representative or ambassador for a home, a church, or a 
nation. In verse 7, Paul chose another Greek word, episkopos. It means one who is 
in  charge  of  God’s  house,  a  superintendent,  a  bishop,  or  an  overseer.  This  picture  
Paul painted as God showed him the picture, shows another approach to leadership 
being more than a family man, but rather a father figure in the church or at home.  
 
Episkopos means a man who has protective care as an overseer, watcher or scout. 
This kind of a man was able to teach and preach. He was to deal kindly with those 
in the household of God, as a father with his children. He was to pardon 
waywardness, like a shepherd with his sheep, he was to loose the chains which 
bind the wayward ones. Yet, whether we are speaking of a dad at home, or one of a 
number of other fatherly  overseers  in  God’s  church,  Paul  is giving  us  a  baker’s  
dozen worth of qualities to look for in a dad, in a father, in an overseer, in a bishop 
or in a superintendent. We only have time to touch on each one of these qualities 
briefly, but each quality is important for every one of us as dads, fathers. Just as 
each ingredient is vital in a pan of lasagna, so each of these qualities is vital for a 
fatherly overseer. You  may  say,  “I’ll  never  aspire  to  be  a  pastor,  a preacher, a 
teacher, or a district superintendent. I  don’t  need  to  listen to these qualities. God’s  
standard for godly leadership is His standard for us all. What are these 13 qualities 
we fathers, all of us need to pray to God to impart to us? Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  
if every dad, every father in our church were qualified to be an elder or overseer in 
God’s  church?  What  are  these  13,  baker’s  dozen  qualities  we  need,  men?  I  ask  us  
all to listen, because, all of us can pray for the men and fathers of our church to 
have every last ingredient for being a godly father: 
 
DADS, BE ABOVE REPROACH AS  GOD’S  STEWARD. (I.) Notice Titus 1: 
7,  “For  an  overseer  ,  as  God’s  steward,  must  be  above  reproach.  Back  in  Titus  1:  6  
Paul  stated  “If  anyone  is  above  reproach,”  and this Greek word “above reproach” 
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is anegkletos.  This word means one who cannot be justifiably charged or accused 
morally. The  overseer  must  be  above  reproach  as  God’s  steward.  The  Greek  word  
for steward here is oikonomos. It means a slave of a wealthy master who is placed 
over one of his large estates to manage it and all the slaves on that estate. 
Transferring  this  to  God’s  steward,  it  means  that  God  puts  his  overseers  in  charge  
of His house as elders, deacons, pastors, superintendents, and it starts by being 
God’s  bondservant  leading  in  a  Christian  home. This means that we are to be 
above reproach—morally  in  how  we  manage  our  homes  and  God’s  house.  This  
rules out absconding with church funds, willfully cheating on income tax, willfully 
writing  bad  checks,  spending  money  on  credit  cards  we  don’t  intend  to  pay,  
purchasing  new  vehicles  or  homes  we  don’t  intend  to  pay  off,  and  it  includes  
making promises to God, our wife, or our children we  don’t  intend  to  keep.  Dad’s,  
our lives morally must be above reproach as managing overseers and wise fathers. 
 
DADS, BE HUMBLE, NOT ARROGANTLY SELF-PLEASING. (II.) Paul 
says, in verse 7, “He  must  not  be  arrogant.”  The  Greek  word  is  authades. It means 
one who dominates by self-interest, one who is inconsiderate of others, arrogantly 
asserting his will. Such a man asserts his own rights, acting like he owns those in 
his charge, riding rough-shod over the souls and spirits and rights of others. He 
doesn’t  care  how  his  plans  infringe  on  other’s  hearts,  souls, hopes or dreams. This 
kind of a man walks over people to have control over them; he must have his own 
way. This person is not a joyful person, but negative, and without cause, quick to 
act contrary to the feelings of others. He is an unreasonable man. Such a man is 
overbearing in wanting his own way and his dominating leaves everyone in his 
wake exhausted, destroyed, dominated, humiliated, and emotionally victimized. 
 
DADS, BE CALM IN THE LORD, NOT QUICK-TEMPERED. (III.) Notice in 
verse  7,  “He  must  not  be  quick  tempered.”  The Greek has two words, the first is 
thumos and the other is orge.  Thumos means having a quick ire, soon angry, 
cranky, irritable or irate at once, readily aroused to anger, given to outbursts of 
wrath. In short, dads, fathers and leaders for God, we must not be “hot  heads.”  
There is no excuse for such behavior, regardless of our attempts to explain it. No 
matter what has happened, God wants measured responses that are Holy Spirit 
controlled, not off the wall wild tempers that flare and blare  and  stare  and  don’t  
care who they hurt. This is the not quick part of the warning. But this Greek word 
here in verse 7 is not thumos. It is orgilos. Orgilos means the wrath that a man 
nurses to keep it warm. A blaze of anger is an unhappy thing, but this great 
warning to us as dads, fathers is about long-lived, deliberately nurtured, purposely 
maintained anger which is far worse. Such a man is not fit to be an office bearer in 
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the church if he regularly chews on the cud of anger and bitterness. The warning 
seems to embrace both the soon, quick temper and the long bitter enmities. 
 
DADS, BE  SOBER, NOT DRUNKARDS, ADDICTED TO WINE. (IV.) I 
read,  in  v.  7,  “He  must  not  be  a  drunkard.”  God’s  man,  a  good  father  or  a  church 
overseer  can’t  be  a   a drunkard, a wine-bibber, a boozer, a liquor lover, a reveling 
carouser, a drunken sot, a vodka soaker, or a whiskey sponge, one who always 
wets his whistle, or a home brewer who moonshines. A godly elder, overseer or 
father is not intoxicated, not inebriated, and not a man who drinks like a fish. God 
says  no!  Don’t  ask  how  much  is  too  much.  The  Greek  word  for  given  to  wine  or  
addicted or a drunkard is paroinos. This word refers to one who stays or tarries 
near  wine,  because  by  addiction,  he  can’t  stay  away.  The  Word  tells us in 
Ephesians  5:18,  “Don’t  be  drunk  with  wine,  for  that  is  dissipation,  but  be  filled  
with the Spirit.”  How  many  millions  of  fathers  go  astray  right here, not staying 
sober? Hundreds of addicted dads, drunkards go astray with wine and alcohol.  
  
DADS, BE EVEN TEMPERED, NOT VIOLENT, QUICK TO FIGHT. (V.) 
“He must not be violent.” This Greek word is plektes. It means not quick with the 
fists, pugnacious, a spitfire, a smiter, a striker, quarrelsome, contentious, picking 
fights, a bruiser, ready to deliver blows, striving or struggling for control, a 
wrangler belligerent, or a war-monger,  who  aims  to  get  into  a  fray.  Jesus’  words  to  
the  fighters  among  us,  he  spoke  to  Peter,  “Put  up  your  sword.”  If  saying,  “Let’s  
step  outside”  is  your  key  to  most problems,  God  won’t  be  able to use you for a 
good long while in His household as a godly father or as a godly overseer. The 
Greek understanding of plektes widened the meaning of this word from violence 
in action to violence in speech, one who wrongly judges, falsely accuses, and 
browbeats others. Such a man is not ready to be an office-bearer  in  God’s  house.   
 
DADS, BE CONTENT, NOT GREEDY FOR SHAMEFUL PROFIT. (VI.) 
Verse  7  states,  “He  must  not  be  greedy  for  gain.”  Are we out for shameful gain? 
Don’t  sign  up  to  lead  in  God’s  house. What a blight this is on a father in a godly 
home! The Greek word is aischros. It means that we are wanting and grasping for 
shameful  things.  Is  it  true  that  you  don’t  care  how  you  make  money  so  long  as  you  
make it? The Cretans Titus ministered to were notorious for this; their elders and 
overseers could not be. A saying among the Cretans at that time, historian Polybius 
declares,  was  “No  gain  is  considered  disgraceful.”  Beloved, a true believer and a 
godly father or overseer knows that there are some things that cost too much. Is 
your only aim in life to amass material gain? God forbid.  
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DADS, BE HOSPITABLE. (VII.)  Notice  verse  8,  “But  hospitable.”  This Greek 
word is philoxenos.  Philo means lover and xenos means strangers. God has called 
us, dads, and fathers, to be lovers of strangers. Ancient inns were notorious for 
being expensive, dirty, and immoral. Wayfaring Christians looked for open doors 
in the Christian community. Beloved, people still need housing, an open door, a 
Christian welcome, a warm bed, a meal, and they need someone who will risk for 
Christ’s  sake.  No one needs fellowship more than a believing stranger in a strange 
place. This word philoxenos specifically means to lodge and feed and befriend the 
destitute, the traveling and persecuted believers. We often have such folk in our 
home. It is such a blessing. The best examples is Pastor Zaqueo Rodriguez, who is 
forever saying to people, “Mi  casa  es  su  casa.” My  house  is  your  house.” 
 
DADS, BE LOVERS OF GOOD. (VIII.) v. 8--“Be  a  lover  of  good.” This Greek 
word like philoxenos, is philagathos. It means a promoter of virtue, a lover of 
good and godly people, fond of doing good, and ready to do what is beneficial to 
others. This means an unselfish lover of good whose heart answers to the good in 
each person, in whatever place or circumstance we are found. Many believers are 
critical, quick to judge, cynical, arrogant, sarcastic, and denigrating in their sharp 
words. Many folk kill others with their lips. That is the opposite of philagathos. 
Beloved, want good for others, look for good in others, and do good for others.  
 
DADS, BE BALANCED, SELF-CONTROLLED IN OPINIONS AND 
JUDGEMENTS. (IX.) v. 8. – “Be  self-controlled.”  This Greek word is sophron. 
It means a command over our passions and desires so that they receive no further 
allowance than law/right thinking approve. Some folk are instantly extravagant in 
words/deeds, thus being hospitable beyond  God’s  will,  taking  in  all  folk off the 
street whom they do not know, thus jeopardizing their own family. That is 
philoxenos—the love of strangers without prudence-sopron. A dad can have a 
deep love of goodness, philagathos and give his children whatever they want, 
never teaching them to work, grow up, or learn a disciplined life. That’s  
philagathos without sophron. God wants balance in our service to him. God may 
tell you to take in a certain stranger, but not all of them. He may ask you to be 
extravagant with your children at times, but not every time they ask or demand it. 
Sopron means of a sound mind, discreet, and sane. Xenophon, the Greek historian 
said,  “Sophron is that spirit that shuns evil, not only when it can be seen, but even 
when no one would ever see it. Dads, fathers, be balanced and self-controlled. 
 
DADS, BE JUST. (X.) v.  8  states,  “Be  upright.”This Greek word is dikaios. At 
the heart of being just or righteous is respect for God and for others. A just or a 
righteous man is reverent in his approach to life and death. This man is always 
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giving  a  full  day’s  work  –8 hours work for each 8 hours he is paid. This man hates 
laziness and abhors shirking on the job. He refuses to rob his employer. This word 
means unpolluted in our moral and divine obligations. This conduct meets the 
approval of our Divine Judge. This man loves and follows the 10 commandments. 
 
DADS, BE DEVOUT, HOLY BEFORE GOD. (XI.) This is a precious word, 
agios.  We  are  commanded  to  be  holy  by  God,  for  He  says,  “I  am  holy-agios.”  This  
kind of conduct observes the true and established ordinances of the Lord.  A holy 
devout man wants to obey  the  Lord  in  following  Him  in  believer’s  baptism  and  in  
observing  the  Lord’s  Supper.  This  kind  of  man  goes  far  beyond  the  tithes  the  Old  
Testament commands. He is devout. He knows that love and sacrifice to the Christ 
of Calvary demands not only tithes, but offerings, over and above the 10 %. This 
agios describes a dad or a believer who reverences the sacredness of life.  
 
DADS, BE DISCIPLINED. (XII.)  v.  8  says,  “and  be  disciplined.”  The Greek 
word is egkrates. This word means possessing the moral strength to curb or master 
our sinful drives and impulses. No man can begin to serve others until he can 
master himself. This person has strength enough within by the indwelling Holy 
Spirit to check anything in his life that would not bring glory to the Savior.  
 
DADS, BE HOLDING FIRM TO THE FAITHFUL WORD. (XIII.) Verse 9 is 
clear,  “He  must  hold  firm  to  the  trustworthy  word  as  taught,  so  that  he  may  be  able  
to  give  instruction  in  sound  doctrine  and  also  to  rebuke  those  who  contradict  it.” 
Here is what happens with this  baker’s  dozen  when  the  first  twelve  qualities are in 
our lives, then, yes, watch out, dads, fathers, overseers, elders, because the 13th 
quality is frosting on the cake. This kind of a man only becomes such a man 
because he holds solidly to the Word of God. He knows the Word well, and it is his 
mainstay. The Bible with its doctrines and truth is so reliable and worthy of his 
confidence and faith that he will not waver, even if it means losing his life. He can 
exhort in sound doctrine and refute those who  try  to  contradict  the  truth.  He  isn’t  a  
debater, but an apologist who knows where it is written and he knows his 
geography in the Word and where or how to find what he needs. His teaching is 
sound, not diseased. His purpose in holding to the Word is not to drive others to 
despair, but to lift them up to hope in Jesus. This  man  doesn’t  use  the  word  to  get  
his own way or to gain control over others. No, the word for refute is strong. It is 
elegchein. It means to rebuke a man who contradicts the truth in such a compelling 
way that he sees the error of his ways, is convicted, and sometimes turns to Jesus, 
that’s  conversion. Never will a such a man of God who refutes false teaching ever 
seek to humiliate another person. The aim of his rebuke is to enable the one who 
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contradicts truth to see and recognize and admit the duty and truth to which he has 
before been either blind or disobedient.  
 
In conclusion, I believe this kind of man has a bit of Jeremiah in him, the weeping 
prophet. The tears that he sheds may be often criticized and offensive to the 
members of his family, his church, or his nation. Yet he knows that those he loves 
would not act as they do if they were saved and obedient to the truth. Thus he 
weeps  because  those  lives  he  seeks  to  help  either  don’t know Jesus  or  they  won’t  
follow Him. Today,  I  call  us  to  be  men  of  God  who  are  above  reproach  as  God’s  
stewards, humble, calm in the Lord, sober, even tempered, content, hospitable, 
lovers of good, balanced, just, devout/holy, disciplined, holding firm the faithful 
word which is in accordance with sound doctrine, the Gospel, that he may be able 
both to exhort and encourage in sound doctrine and to refute those who 
contradict.”  Happy  Father’s  Day!  Dads! God help us keep His standard high and 
meet it daily at home, at work, in the work of the church, and in our nation with the 
help of the powerful indwelling, infilling, empowering Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 


