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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #16
“Unconditional Election Defined and Established in Scripture”

(Scriptures from NKJV)

NOTE: Much of the text herein is quoted directly or paraphrased from the

book, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination by Lorraine Boettner.

We gather again to continue the series of lessons on the doctrine of Predestination as found

in the Scriptures, and today’s lesson will be number 16 in the series.  It is entitled

“Unconditional Election Defined and Established in Scripture.”  We spent a great deal of time

in about 9 messages on Predestination in general, and then we have covered 6 or 7

messages now on Total Inability.  It is important in understanding the reformed and Biblical

doctrine of Predestination that we have a grasp of the fallen state of man.  If you do not

believe in the fallen state of man, that he is totally unable to bring himself back to God and

recover himself, then you will approach the doctrine of Unconditional Election as being

unfair and unjust.  This is what our opponents do when they assume that it is unfair if God

has sovereignly chosen individuals out of Adam’s race to be saved and has left others.  What

they are doing though, is assuming that man comes into this life in a neutral state, and that

it would be unfair if God did not give everybody an equal opportunity to be saved.  So we

want to see as we move into the doctrine of Unconditional Election that if man is totally

depraved and disabled, then election is an act of mercy.  If some are saved it is due to the

sovereign choice of God.  

Now let’s define what we mean by election.  A very simple definition is it merely means to

choose.  Here in the United States, we are very familiar with a system of government that

allows us to elect our representatives.  When we elect a certain person, then obviously we

are excluding others. So if you have an election, there will be non-elect.  So election means

to choose.  Now, when we put that description “unconditional” in front of the word

“election,” we mean that God did not choose one person over another based upon foreseen

faith, repentance, good works and holiness.  Instead, He chose unconditionally, meaning

that there were no conditions residing within man’s nature that effected God’s choice.

We have labored to show the depravity of man’s nature which puts God in the situation that

if anybody is going to be saved, they are going to have to be saved by Him choosing.  Now

God could have chosen to have saved no one out of Adam’s race.  An example of that is the

fallen angels.  When they sinned there was no Savior sent, there was no second overture. 

Also, God could have chosen to save everybody, but neither one of those fits the description

of salvation that is found in the Bible.  The description in the Bible is that God has chosen

some, and some will be saved.  Not everybody will be saved, but some will be saved.  Now

what caused those individuals to come to know Christ and inherit eternal life?  Is it

something in their own doing or is it something in God’s doing?  That is why we call this

principle Unconditional Election.  
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When we come to the doctrine of Election, it is to be looked upon as only a particular

application of the general doctrine of Predestination or Foreordination as it relates to the

salvation of sinners.  We have the doctrine in the Bible of the predestinating of God of all

the affairs in heaven and earth.  When we come to the use of the term “election” though, it

is narrowed down to the election of sinners dealing with salvation. Predestination in general

is a broad scope.  Election, is a particular limited aspect dealing with salvation.  Since the

Scriptures are concerned mainly with the redemption of sinners, this part of the doctrine of

Predestination is naturally elevated into a place of special prominence.  This is not

something that we just stumble across, but it is given a great position of prominence in the

Scriptures.  It partakes of all the elements of the general doctrine; and since it is the act of

an infinite moral Person, it is represented as being the eternal, absolute, immutable,

effective determination of God’s will of the objects of His saving operations.  And no aspect

of this elective choice is more constantly emphasized than that of its absolute sovereignty. 

God does according to the good pleasure of His will.  Remember, this is not just an arbitrary

matter, but it is something that is brought about by a moral Being who is infinite in wisdom

and in power.  The God of the earth will do right, and fallen man does not have the right to

judge God beyond the principles of what God has revealed of Himself in the Scripture.  He is

a just God, and He is a merciful God, and so whatever comes to pass in the salvation of

sinners, it has first been screened by the infinite all-wise God.

The Reformed Faith has held to the existence of an eternal, divine decree which prior to any

difference or desert in men themselves, separates the human race into two portions and

ordains one to everlasting life and the other to everlasting death.  So far as this decree

relates to men, it designates the counsel of God concerning those who had a supremely

favorable chance in Adam to earn salvation, but they lost that chance.  Do you remember

back in our lesson on the principle of representation?  Man was not given individual states of

probation, but we stood or fell in Adam.  When Adam fell, all of us fell.  So as a result of the

fall all are guilty and corrupted.  Let’s stop there just a moment and see  the difference

between those two terms, “guilty” and “corrupted.”  Are these terms one and the same, or

are they distinct?

David: I believe them to be distinct.

Jim: Okay, do you want to define the term “guilty” for us?

David: Judicially guilt is having transgressed the law of God.

Jim: Very good.  It is a judicial term.  It is like when you are called into a courtroom and the

facts are such that you are found guilty before the law.  That is what we mean by guilt. 
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Now there is a sense in which we may have a guilty conscience, but that is not the same as

what the Bible is talking about when it declares that when man fell, he became guilty.  Well,

what does it mean when we use the term “corrupted” if these are distinct?  What is

corruption?  

David: It is the condition we are in.

Jim: Alright, it is the state or condition in which we exist.  Our nature is corrupted and we

are guilty before the holy law of God.  So this is brought about by the fall of man.  Men’s

motives are wrong and they cannot work out their own salvation.  They have forfeited all

claim upon God’s mercy, and might justly have been left to suffer the penalty of their

disobedience as all of the fallen angels were left.  But instead the elect members of this race

are rescued from this state of guilt, corruption and sin, and are brought into a state of

blessedness and holiness.  So out of a ruined race, election determines that some will be

recovered and restored to their place of happiness and blessing.  The non-elect are simply

left in their previous state of ruin and are condemned for their sins.  They suffer no

unmerited punishment, for God is dealing with them not merely as men, but as sinful men. 

Therefore, the non-elect are left in their sin, and God is not unjust to the non-elect.  All are

ruined in Adam, and if any are recovered, it is God’s mercy, but if any perish, they perish

because of their own sin, and God condemns them because of that.  

Here is a great statement found in the Westminster Confession.  It states the doctrine in this

manner:

By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels

are predestinated to everlasting life, and others are foreordained to

everlasting death.

We will stop right there a moment.  If that was all that was said, it would not explain the

distinction between the two, and this is where those in the Pelagian and Semi-Pelagian

positions throw up their hands and say, “That is unjust!  That is not fair for God to assign to

some to everlasting life and some to everlasting death.”   However, let’s take up the

remainder of the quote.

These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreordained, are particularly

and unchangeably designed; and their number is so certain and definite that

it cannot be either increased or diminished.

Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation

of the world was laid, according to His eternal and immutable purpose, and

the secret counsel and good pleasure of His will, hath chosen in Christ, unto

everlasting glory, out of His mere grace and love, without any foresight of

faith or good works, or perseverance in either of them, or any other thing in
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the creature, as conditions, or causes moving Him thereunto; and all to the

praise of His glorious grace.

As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath He, by the eternal and

most free purpose of His will, foreordained all the means thereunto.  Whereby

they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are

effectually called unto faith in Christ by His Spirit working in due season; are

justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by His power through faith unto

salvation.  Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called,

justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.

The rest of mankind, God was pleased, according to the unsearchable counsel

of His will, whereby He extendeth or withholdeth mercy as He pleaseth, for

the glory of His sovereign power over His creatures, to pass by, and to ordain

them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the praise of His glorious justice. 

(The Westminster Confession, Ch. III, sections III-VII).

So we have two attributes of God that stand out in this statement.  There is His attribute of

grace and mercy that He is going to glorify, and a certain segment of the race will partake of

God’s grace and mercy.  Then there is another attribute in which God is going to glorify

which is His justice.  There will be objects made up of the other portion of the human race

who are going to partake of God’s justice.  They will be justly condemned for their sin.  No

one will be sent to eternal punishment who will not deserve it.  

It is important that we shall have a clear understanding of this doctrine of divine Election,

for our views in regard to it determine our views of God, man, the world, and redemption. 

As John Calvin rightly says, 

We shall never be clearly convinced as we ought to be that our salvation flows

from the fountain of God’s free mercy, till we are acquainted with this eternal

election.

I like that statement and am going to read it again from Calvin.

We shall never be clearly convinced as we ought to be that our salvation flows

from the fountain of God’s free mercy, till we are acquainted with this eternal

election, which illustrates the grace of God by this comparison, that He adopts

not all promiscuously to the hope of salvation but gives to some what he

refuses to others.  Ignorance of this principle evidently detracts from the

divine glory, and diminishes real humility.  (Calvin’s Institutes, Book III, Ch.

XXI, sec. I).

What Calvin has just stated is that we will never be fully appreciative of our salvation if we

do not attribute it to divine election.  If we are left with the  thinking that there is something

we did, then we will boast about that.  But it is when we are shut up to see our total

helplessness that election becomes a great and comforting doctrine.  And it is a humiliating

doctrine, because it shuts out all pride.  
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Calvin admits that this doctrine arouses very perplexing questions in the minds of some, for

he says, 

They consider nothing more unreasonable than that of the common mass of

mankind, some should be predestinated to salvation; and others to

destruction.

This is where probably most of us were at one time.  When you introduce this topic of

Predestination, the common view of mankind is that they consider nothing more

unreasonable or unfair that out of a mass of humanity, some should be predestined to

salvation and others to destruction.  So there is a natural aversion to the doctrine of

Predestination in general and particularly to the doctrine of the unconditional election of

God.  It is only those who have been brought to see their absolute dependance upon God,

who will imbibe the doctrine of unconditional election.  

The Reformed theologians consistently applied this principle to the actual experience of

spiritual phenomena which they themselves felt and saw in others about them.  The divine

purpose, or Predestination, alone could explain the distinction between good and evil,

between the saint and the sinner.  That is, this was formulated by writers of the reformed

faith who personally had been brought to see that if they got what they deserved, they

would get hell.  This is not some abstract belief, but these were men and women who came

to personally experience their sinful depravity.  Thus, they saw depravity in themselves, and

they saw depravity in others.  When you find someone who is genuinely lost, and God

converts them, then you will find an individual who will search out and discover that it was

God who did the work - all the work from beginning to end.

The first question which we need to ask is, do we find this doctrine taught in the Scriptures? 

If it isn’t taught in the Scriptures, then we don’t want to waste our time.  Let us turn to

chapter one of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  He is writing to saints here at Ephesus.  Go

back and see in verse 1: “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the

saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus.”   You cannot take this next

verse and apply it to all mankind in general.  The context limits it to those who have come

to faith in Christ.  Beginning in verse 3 we read: “Blessed be the God and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly

places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that

we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,”   Notice, what is the basis

of His choice?  Did He choose us because He foresaw that we would become holy and just

before Him?  No.  Why would that not be the case?  Because how is God seeing mankind? 

Unholy, unjust, fallen, and as a result of that, “. . . in love having predestined us to

adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
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will.”  (Ephesians 1:4,5).  Not our will, but His will.  “to the praise of the glory of His

grace . . .”  Why has He done this?  To magnify His attribute of grace. “. . .  “by which He

made us accepted in the Beloved.”   He who designed the purpose, executes the

purpose.  “In Him, we have redemption through His blood.”   This is how He has made

us accepted.  “. . . the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace  which

He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to

us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in

Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on

earth—in Him.  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined

according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of

His will.”  Do you see expression after expression here focusing on God?  And the people

that are blessed are the individuals that God has chosen to bless, not because of something

residing in them or something they are doing, but something that God purposed, and

something that God is doing to execute His purpose. “. . . that we who first trusted in

Christ should be to the praise of His glory.  In Him you also trusted, after you heard

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you

were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His

glory.”  That is from eternity to eternity.  It starts in eternity past in the being of God,

reaches down into the creation of the world and all things therein, and out of a ruined race

He brings a portion of that race to an inheritance in the eternal state all in Christ.  Nothing

takes place for the salvation of sinners that is outside of Christ.  It is Christ who is the focal

point.  

Now also, not only is predestination to salvation taught here in Ephesians chapter one, but it

is seen also in Romans 8:29, 30.   Paul says, “We know that all things work together

for good to those who love God,” Does that not exclude a portion of the human race? 

Not everybody loves God, so not everything is working together for everybody for good. 

Who is it that loves God?  “to those who are the called” - effectual calling, those who are

brought out of the kingdom of darkness and placed in the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

These are the ones who love God, and they have been called.  Paul would say in I

Corinthians 1:26, that not everybody is called when he said, “For you see your calling

brethren . . .”  Where does the calling originate at in verse Romans 8:28?  “According to

His purpose.”  If you start working backwards on that, you start with God’s purpose,

applying that purpose to those who are called, and those who are called, love God, and for

those who love God, all things are working together for their good.  Not one of them shall

fail to become partaker of eternal inheritance which has been formed in Christ for those

individuals.   Now in Verse 29 - “For whom He foreknew,”  Not WHAT He saw, but WHOM
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He foreknew.  Who would that be?  The ones Paul has just described in verse 28 - the elect

of God.  “Whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of

His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”   Christ is the

firstborn, and those who are brought in union with Him are conformed to His image wherein

the guiltiness that has been resting upon them before the broken law of God has been lifted,

and Christ’s work has now produced satisfaction to the broken law.  That solves one of

man’s problems, because man has a two-fold problem.  He has a bad record in heaven, and

a bad heart here on earth.  Before the law of God in heaven, he is a law breaker, and in his

own natural state he is a sinner, a rebel against God.  So look at this again, “For whom He

foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He

might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  This conformity is brought about by

Christ satisfying the demands of the broken law, and by the work of the Holy Spirit

beginning a process of sanctification or changing of man’s fallen nature, so that we become

partakers of His holiness and His righteousness in verse 30.  “Moreover whom He

predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and

whom He justified, these He also glorified.”  Now in what tense are all of these

expressions?  They are in past tense, so Paul is taking us back into eternity in the purpose

of God.  In time these will all be worked out.  It does not mean that all of the elect were

saved before the foundation of the world, or that all of the elect were eternally justified.  But

in the divine purpose of God, it is certain, in that He has rendered it an infallible decree, and

it cannot be altered.  Now, let’s look at verse 30.  “Moreover whom He predestined,

these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified. . . “   What does

justification mean?  It is a removal from condemnation, or “just-as-if-I’d” never sinned.  It is

a legal term.  How is justification secured in our personal experience?  We are actually

declared justified by faith in Christ.  Now notice, the calling has to precede faith.  It is not

that God foresaw that I would believe, and therefore He elected me.  The calling precedes

faith, and in that calling there is regeneration.  And regeneration brings about faith, and

faith brings about justification, and whoever is justified, these He glorifies, which is the last

link in the chain.  This is the eternal security of the saints of God. Not one who has been

truly justified by grace through faith in Christ shall fail to be glorified.  So we have the

foreordination, the calling, the justification and the glorification which are the great links in

the chain of redemption.  Those who are foreknown, foreordained, called, justified and

glorified, are always the same people included in each group;  and where one of these

factors is present, all the others are in principle present with it.  You see, it is not like the

Semi-Pelagian position, which says that God calls some, but man can resist the call.  What

we are saying here is that in Romans 8:28 and 29,  the same people which are

characteristic of these things are the same of all of them.  It is not that some are called and

some refuse.  It is that whoever is called, is justified.  All of these limited descriptions are

about the saints of God, to those known as the elect.  These are known as the five golden
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links in the scheme of redemption.

Dr. B. B. Warfield, a Princeton theologian of years past in the 1850s makes this observation, 

These five golden links are welded together in one unbreakable chain, so that

all who are set upon in God’s gracious distinguishing view are carried on by

His grace, step by step, up to the great consummation of that glorification

which realizes the promised conformity to the image of God’s own Son.  It is

‘election,’ you see, that does all this; for ‘whom He foreknew, . . . them He

also glorified.’” (Pamphlet, Election, p. 10).

You see then why we say this is found in the Bible, and if you are going to reject

unconditional election, you’ve got to deal with this.  You have got to have some explanation

for it, and in my view and that of many others, I have not found a satisfactory explanation

in either the Pelagian or the Semi-Pelagian positions.  Warfield says:

The Scriptures represent election as occurring in past time, irrespective of

personal merit, and altogether sovereign.

He refers to Romans 9:11,12, – 

“The children being not yet born, neither having done anything good

or bad, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not

of works, but of Him that calleth,” 

This is not God seeing what we shall do, but God calling us unto faith and giving us the gift

of faith.  

“Not of works, but of Him that calleth, it was said to her, The elder

shall serve the younger.  Even as it is written, Jacob I loved, but Esau

I hated,” (Romans 9:11,12).  

Warfield makes this challenge, 

Now if the doctrine of election is not true, we may safely challenge any man

to tell us what the apostle means by such language.

Let me read the statement again from the Apostle Paul in Romans 9 - “The children being

not yet born, neither having done anything good or bad”  you see that eliminates

foreseen faith.  “that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of

works,” not of that which is in the creature, “but of Him that calleth,”   “it was said to

her, the elder shall serve the younger. Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated,”  

So Warfield throws out this challenge, “If this is not describing unconditional election, please

tell us what the Apostle means by using such language.”

If you were inclined to the Semi-Pelagian or the Pelagian position, and you were going to
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write the Bible to make sure that God was fair with everybody, would you have put this text

in there?  Absolutely not, if I held to the Pelagian system, I would have scratched that out.  

We will deal with this in a later lesson when we are dealing with the calling out of the lump,

but let me throw a little bit out here to wet your appetites.  When God created the angels,

He created each one personally.  When God created human beings, He created Adam first

upright - out of the dust of the earth, but did He create him sinful?  No.  Then God could

know Adam and Eve as being unfallen.  Did God create Cain and Abel?  What method did He

use?  Procreation.  The moment that Cain and Abel were conceived, how did God know them

as beings?  Sinful.  So you see in Romans 9, that even though Jacob and Esau had never

committed personal acts of sin in the womb, nevertheless the moment they were conceived,

they were sinful in their state of being. They were corrupted by their fall in Adam which is

transmitted through procreation.  So I would argue from that, God only knew me as a fallen

creature.  He could never know me as existing as an unfallen creature.  We will save that

until we come to that section, the order of the decrees as set forth by the super-lapsarian

and the infra or sub-lapsarian, and we will get to the order of the decrees as set forth by the

Semi-Pelagian position.  Picking up again by Warfield:

We are pointed illustratively to the sovereign acceptance of Isaac and

rejection of Ishmael, and to the choice of Jacob and not of Esau before their

birth and therefore before either had done good or bad; we are explicitly told

that in the matter of salvation it is not of him that wills, or of him that runs,

but of God that shows mercy, and that He has mercy on whom He will, and

whom He will He hardens; we are pointedly directed to behold in God the

potter who makes the vessels which proceed from His hand each for an end of

His appointment, that He may work out His will upon them.  It is safe to say

that language cannot be chosen better adapted to teach Predestination at its

height.”  (Warfield, Biblical Doctrines, p. 50).  

So I would ask our Arminian friends if this is not true, why has God so carelessly placed it in

the Bible?  We must come up with an answer, and when Paul is nailing this thing down, he

is saying it is not based upon works or things that are foreseen in the creature, but it is

based upon the purpose of God in calling.  Genesis chapter one,  “In the beginning God

created the heavens and the earth.”  How did that come about?  Did He use pre-existing

matter?  No, He spoke and that which did not exist, came into existence.  Do you believe

that God, as an eternal moral being, used some eternal matter which God didn’t have

anything to do with, to assimilate the universe and put it in place?  No, “In the beginning

God created” - He spoke, “Let there be light and there was light.”   What does the

Bible describe as one illustration of how we became a Christian?  “Therefore, if anyone is

in Christ, he is a new creation.”  (II Corinthians 5:17).  Did God use pre-existing material

in creating us in Christ?  No.  There was nothing in us that was good and holy.  God spoke

and out of darkness we were brought unto light.  Look at II Corinthians 4:1, 2 - “Therefore
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since we have received this ministry as we have received mercy, we do not lose

heart, but we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in

craftiness, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the

truth, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”   What

is Paul describing here as the method of evangelism?  Is fallen man out here ready to

welcome this message of the gospel?  No.  Then is it dependent upon our skill level to try to

come up with a softening down of the message and to sneak it in so that we don’t run him

away?  What does Paul say his method was?  He commended the message to every man’s

conscience - it was by direct approach, not an indirect approach, even though he knew he

would run into rebellion.  We commend “ourselves to every man’s conscience in the

sight of God.”  But even if our gospel is veiled or hid, it is hid to those who are perishing. 

Who is perishing?  Who of that group is perishing?  Everybody!  The elect and non-elect are

in a state of condemnation, are they not?  John 3:36 says that when the gospel comes to

both of them, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not

believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”   So these are

the individuals who are perishing.  When the gospel comes to them, it is hidden to those. 

Continuing in Romans 4:3-5, “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who

are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe,

lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should

shine on them. For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and

ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.”  I can assure you that this section of

Scripture will never be used by Joel Osteen in his method of evangelism.  That is because

his purpose is to promote a “happy feeling” and to try to elevate man in his discouraged and

down-trodden state.  Paul says, “just confront the lost with the truth” when he says, “we

commend the truth to men’s conscience.”  Now look at verse 6 - “For it is the God who

commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”   Now what is

that describing?  It is a description of the regenerating power of God.  And what is Paul

using here from the Old Testament?  He is going back to Genesis 1, the creation of the

universe.  “God who commanded light to shine out of darkness has shined in our darkened

hearts -- He brings light out of darkness.  Then amazingly we see the glory of God in the

face of Jesus Christ!  
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