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The Victorious Victim 
John 13:18-30 

B.I: Here is proof that Jesus is Lord; His betrayal was governed by His own 
sovereign rule.  

Read John 13:12-30   

      The interpretive key to this passage, I believe, is found in verse 19 where Jesus says, 
“From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe that I Am.”  Most of your translations (including the NAS, which I am using) 
insert the word “He.” The sentence, therefore reads, “so that you may know that I am He. 
But the word He is in italics for a reason. It was added because without it the sentence 
feels incomplete. But if we understand that Jesus is once again declaring that He is the 
God of the O.T., the God who spoke to Moses out of the burning bush declaring that His 
name is “I AM,” then we will feel something of the weight and glory of what Jesus is 
saying.  
     Jesus is about to speak of the fact that one of His disciples is going to betray Him. And 
we know that this betrayal is going to lead very quickly to Jesus’ being nailed by the feet 
and hands to a cross. He knows this is going to happen, so He says, “I am telling you 
before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I Am.”  
     Here is something we know about salvation. If Jesus is NOT God, there IS NO 
Salvation! No deity – No salvation! Only God can save us from His own righteous, holy, 
and eternal wrath. Jesus must be God if we are to be saved. But… how can we know if 
He is God? 
     Well, if you are going to claim to be God, aside from having the ability to perform 
miraculous signs and wonders, there is one skill that you must possess infallibly. We read 
about it in 
Isa. 46:5-11  (Read) 

     How does one define “God.”  Well, certainly the definition must include many things, 
but here God himself tells us that to be God is to know the end from the beginning and be 
able to declare it before it comes to pass. Theologians say God is Omniscient (knows all 
things) and He is revelatory, meaning that occasionally He reveals something of what He 
knows about the future to authenticate that He is God.  
     For Jesus to legitimately make a claim to deity, he must be able to declare the end 
from the beginning. Only God (and those who speak for God) can do that. And this is 
precisely what Jesus is doing here. “I am telling you before it comes to pass so when it 
does occur, you may believe that I Am.” 

     Now at first blush it appears this passage is about Judas. Judas would go down in 
history as the most infamous traitor who ever drew breath in this world. By his treachery 



the holy, harmless, and undefiled Son of God would be falsely accused, unjustly 
condemned, and violently murdered. Judas is the most notorious traitor, and Jesus was 
the most undeserving victim. But as you read this narrative it becomes clear that things 
are not as they seem. The Victim is actually the Victor. After all, this is no mere man that 
Judas and Satan have gone after. He is the sovereign, omniscient God who works all 
things after the counsel of His will. And I believe that is what this narrative is about. It’s 
about Jesus, the victorious Victim. The apostle John wants us to see that even in Judas’s 
infamous betrayal, Jesus was absolutely in charge.  
      
I. Jesus Knows the Plot of Betrayal (18) 
1. The Judas narrative come right on the heels of Jesus washing the disciple’s feet. And if 
you listen closely to Jesus’ explanation about washing and bathing you will pick up on 
the fact that He already knows what Judas us up to.  (Read 13:10-11).  

2. Behold the sovereign omniscience of Jesus the foot-washing servant. He can wash 
other men’s feet without feeling out of place, and He can see into men’s heart and know 
their deepest motives. Back in chapter 2 John tells us Jesus “…did not need anyone to 
testify concern man, for He Himself knew what was in man.” What did Jesus know about 
Judas? He knew that his feet were as clean as Peter’s, but his heart was not clean. No one 
else could see through his duplicity, but Jesus knew. He knew the outside was nothing but 
a façade designed to cover his Hatred of Jesus.  

3. Throughout this passage John wants us to see that Jesus was not caught off guard by 
the schemes of the betrayer. And He wanted His disciples to be able to look back and 
know this to be true. He was not a helpless victim. To the contrary, He was sent from God 
to accomplish His work of redemption. He came to do what God sent Him to do and He 
knew what that would cost and how it would all transpire.  

4. In fact, we know that Jesus was not only aware of what God intended to accomplish 
through Judas’ treachery, He was an active participant in the plan.  

A. Turn back with me to chapter 6:70.  Here is where many of Jesus’ disciples take 
offense at Him and leave, so Jesus asks His men, “You do not want to go away 
also, do you?” To which Peter responds, (Read 6:68-69) 

B. Now listen to Jesus’ answer (Read v. 70) 

C. This is stunning! Jesus knew about Judas before He chose Him.  Not only that, 
but Jesus knew that the O.T. prophesied this would happen. Turn back to Chap. 13 
(Read. 17-18).  And again, turn to chap. 17 (Read 17:12). 

D. “Son of perdition” means, “son of Hell, or damnation.” 

E. The specific Scripture Jesus was referring to was probably Psa. 41:9.  David 
lamented his betrayal by a close, trusted companion (one who had shared a meal 
with him; a symbol of intimate fellowship). Rabbinic tradition pointed to 
Ahithophel who conspired with Absalom to dethrone His father, David (2 Sam. 



15:31). David is a type of Christ, and Ahithophel seems to be a type of Judas. 

F. Another Psalm that may refer to David’s betrayal during the dark days of 
Absalom’s revolt is Psalm 55. In verses 12-14 David wrote:  

“For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I could bear it; Nor is it one who 
hates me who has exalted himself against me, Then I could hide myself from him. 
13 But it is you, a man my equal, My companion and my familiar friend; 14 We 
who had sweet fellowship together Walked in the house of God in the throng.” 

G. In both Psalms David’s experience points forward to Messiah’s betrayal. 
Zechariah 11:12-13 also predicts Judas’s betrayal – even giving the exact amount 
of money he would receive and what he would do with it afterward (cf. Mat. 
23:3-10). 

H. You see, long before Judas was born, his treachery had been designed into God’s 
eternal plan. In fact, in Matt. 26:24 Jesus goes so far as to say, “The Son of Man is 
to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”  

I. In the deep mystery of God’s providence Jesus’ betrayal was designed from 
before the creation of the world to bring about the atoning sacrifice for our 
salvation.  

J. As Peter would later proclaim to the Jews after Pentecost, (Acts 4:27–28)  “For 
truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, 
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and 
the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to 
occur.”  

5. All of this sets us up for the key verse of the passage (v. 19) where Jesus says, “From 
now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may 
believe that I Am.” 

6. You see Jesus was not caught off guard by Judas’s schemes. He knew all about the plot 
of betrayal.  Second, not only did Jesus know the plot of betrayal… 

II. Jesus Hints at a Hope-filled Future (20) 
1. Read v. 20 

2. When we first read this verse it just seems to come out of nowhere. It doesn’t seem to 
fit with the context. But maybe it does. By this time Judas has already hatched his plot 
with Jesus’ enemies.   Mat. 26:14-15  “Then one of the twelve, Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?’ And they 
weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.” 

3. Judas had already made his deal with the devil, so to speak, and Jesus knew that 
starting this very night things were going to take a radical and (for the disciples) an 



unexpected turn for the worse. It just seems, then, that Jesus wanted to say something that 
would encourage them later when it seemed their world was falling apart; something that 
would perhaps give them hope. Or maybe He just wanted them to be able to look back 
when the dust cleared and see that He knew all along that everything was going precisely 
according to plan. This short verse laid over the dark backdrop of what we know is about 
to happen, is a small glimmer of hope.  

4. Jesus is actually speaking in this verse about what will happen after the crucifixion and 
resurrection when the apostles will be sent all over the world to carry His message. 
“Truly, truly I say to you, he who received whomever I send receives me; and He who 
receives Me, receives Him who sent Me.”  

5. This would be a strange thing to say if all Jesus knew was that He was going to be 
betrayed and killed. But He is the great “I Am.” He knows the end from the beginning. 
Therefore He knew that a time would soon come when His apostles would be sent to tell 
the world about the risen Christ.  

6. Once again, we see that Jesus is not caught off guard by what Judas is about to do. 
Everything is going as planned. He knew the Plot of Betrayal. He hinted at a Hope-filled 
future. Third… 

III. Jesus Reveals the Closet Conspiracy   (21-22) 
1. Read 21 

2.  “Troubled in Spirit” means that Jesus was agitated, and maybe angry at the thought of 
one of His own betraying Him. Yes, Jesus knew all of this was going to happen, but that 
didn’t mean Judas’s plot was not worthy of moral outrage. Jesus was angry. The evil that 
was about to be done was true evil and it would be empowered by Satan Himself.  

3. At this point, Jesus blurts out what has been going on behind the scenes. “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, that one of you will betray Me.”  The word “betray” means to “hand over.” Its 
not simply that Judas was going to say something incriminating against Jesus, He was 
going to hand Him over to His enemies.  

4. This is the same word Jesus uses in Mat. 20:18, when He said to His disciples, 
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered [handed 
over] to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death.”
5.  You see, Jesus always knew how all of this was to transpire, and He kept telling His 
men about it but they just didn’t have ears to hear. They were so wrapped up in their own 
ambitions and personal aspirations that they couldn’t hear what He was saying all along. 
6. What had to this point been an unexplainable enigma in Jesus’ teaching was made 
abundantly clear. One of them would betray Him. One of the 12 was actually going to 
hand Him over to His enemies. 



7. Again, all of this demonstrates that Jesus was not a helpless victim. Though He would 
be brutally victimized, everything was going as planned so that in the end He would be 
the ultimate victor; not only over Judas, but over death, and Satan, and Hell. 
8. All of this is plain in the text. First Jesus Knows about the Plot of Betrayal. 2). Jesus 
Hints at a Hope-filled Future, 3) Jesus reveals the closet conspiracy. Now, fourth…

IV.  Jesus Exercises Amazing Restraint:
1. Jesus’ knowledge of what is going on is contrasted in this passage by the utter 
ignorance of the disciples. Jesus knows everything and they no nothing at all. 
2. Read. v. 22-29

3. It is clear that the disciples suspect nothing in Judas. He has hidden his duplicity 
perfectly until the end. And on this night, Jesus had the opportunity to put an end to it 
once and for all. He knew the identity of the betrayer. He knew exactly what Judas was 
going to do. Nevertheless, Jesus exercises phenomenal restraint.  

4. Notice, Jesus tells them that one of them would betray Him, but He never gives them a 
name. The other gospels tell us that each of the disciples begins asking, “Is it I?” “Is it I?” 
In fact, in Mat. 26:25 we read that even Judas, who was betraying Him, said, ‘Surely it is 
not I, Rabbi?” thus maintaining his deceitful hypocrisy to the end.” 

5. Now I don’t know about you, but at that point I would have found it quite impossible 
to restrain myself. I think I would have exploded all over Judas and outed His plan in 
great detail for all the disciples to hear!  But Jesus doesn’t. Remember, He is telling His 
disciples these things NOT to stop Judas’s plot, but to inform them “before it comes to 
pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I Am.” 

6. Imagine what would have happened if Jesus had named Judas. I think Judas would 
have walked out into the night, and Peter would have gotten up from the table and 
followed him, sword in hand, and ended it once and for all.  

7. This is extraordinary, isn’t it? And it becomes all the more so when you realize that by 
reaching across the table and handing Judas a piece of bread and meat, He was honoring 
him as a guest of honor. Jesus doesn’t out him! He honors Him! 

8. At this point Satan enters into Judas. It is as if Jesus, as an act of final discipline, 
delivered him over to Satan ((2 Cor. 6:2). This is the only time the word “Satan” is 
mentioned in the Gospel. Then Jesus says,  “What you do, do quickly.” Its as if Jesus was 
saying, “Hurry up and finish your work so I can finish My work.”   (S. Lewis Johnson) 

9. Here is the Victim commanding the victor to do His work. It’s all up-side-down. Jesus, 
the victim, has full control and the apparent victor begins the short journey toward his 
own terrible demise.  

10. This is truly amazing, isn’t it? Do you know what my job is week after week? My job 
is to call you away from all the distractions and diversions of your mundane, prosperous 



lives and show you the glory of Christ. So this morning I say, Behold the glory of your 
God. He knows the end from the beginning. Truly He has spoken, Truly He will bring it 
to pass. He has planned it, surely He will do it.  

11. All these things he has revealed before they occurred so that we would believe that He 
is the great “I Am.” He is the victorious Victim, and by His wounds we are healed. Praise 
Him.  


