
“Abounding Sin” 

Romans 5:20-21 

(Preached at Trinity, June 8, 2008) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. We’ve been looking at the section of the Epistle that covers Verses 12-21. Paul has been 

putting forth the argument of how we being sinful, guilty, and condemned can receive the 

righteousness of another so that we can be declared, “Not Guilty.” In order to do so he 

carefully sets up a comparison between Adam and the Lord Jesus Christ and our 

relationship with the two.  

2. After stating plainly the headship of Adam Paul introduces us to the headship of Christ. 

 Romans 5:15 – “For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the 
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many.” 

 Romans 5:18 – “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.” 

3. Just as all men are united to Adam through both natural and federal headship, believers 

are united to Christ through justification.  

 This is a mysterious union that is difficult to understand and difficult to explain. Through 

faith we have been united with Christ. His death became our death, His righteousness has 

become our righteousness. 

1 Corinthians 1:30 – “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” 

4. Paul’s main argument actually ends with Verse 19. He has aptly described how 

transgression came through Adam so that we are justly condemned but righteousness has 

come through Christ so that we are justified.  

5. Chapter 5 ends with a new paragraph consisting of two verses. In ways they seem 

disconnected from the preceding verses. They are important verses nonetheless.  

 Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote of them: “These verses provide us with an introduction to 

what is to come. You cannot really understand chapters 6-7 of this Epistle if you do not 

understand these two verses.  These two following chapters are virtually nothing but an 

extended commentary on what he says in Chapter 5, verses 20 and 21.” 

6. In Verse 20 Paul returns to the subject of the Law. There is no doubt he is referring to the 

Moral Law, the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments. This is a subject Paul has already 

addressed several times in this Epistle.  

A. In Chapter 3 Paul stated that the Law was entirely incapable of making a sinner 

acceptable before God. 

Romans 3:20 – “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 
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B. In Verse 13 of this chapter Paul states that before the Law was given at Mount 

Sinai sin was already in the world and the entire world stood condemned. But this 

condemnation was not for breaking direct commands of the Law for the Law had 

not yet been given.  

In other words Paul is saying that it isn’t the Law that condemned us because sin 

and death was already present before the Law.  

7. We have to remember that the Jew was very proud of the Law. It was the focal point of 

the Mosaic Covenant. The Law is what separated them from the nations. God had given 

His Law to them.  

A. Now Paul is teaching that not only does the Law have no value in making us right 

before God, it isn’t even the breaking of the Law that condemned us but rather the 

sin of Adam. 

B. Well, if it the Law has no value in making us justified before God, and it isn’t 

even the Law that condemns us, then of what value is the Law? 

8. Paul knew this would have thrown the Jews into great confusion, not only the 

unbelieving Jews but also those who had come to faith in Christ.  Paul had faced this 

confusion over the law time and time again in his ministry.  

When Paul entered Jerusalem at the end of his 3
rd

 missionary journey James confronted 

him with this issue. 

 Acts 21:20-21 – “Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are 
which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:  21 And they are informed of 
thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk 
after the customs.” 

9. Is Paul saying in this letter that the Law has no value at all? This was the continuous 

accusation levied against Paul. Is Paul saying the Law serves no purpose?  

Then what was its purpose? 

 Paul takes the time to answer this question in these last two verses. He introduces it with 

the particle, de, which can be translated in various ways, “the, but, and, now, then, 

nevertheless.” Here the KJV and NKJV translate it “moreover” which I think is better 

than most of the other translations. ESV: “Now the law . . .” NAS: “And the Law . . .” 

 NASB, NIV, CSV: “The Law. . .”   

10. Moreover carries the idea that Paul is continuing a previous thought. This is precisely 

what Paul is doing. In Verse 13 Paul stated that we were guilty even apart from the Law 

raising the confusion. Then what is the purpose of the Law?  

Now he is about to explain the purpose of the Law.  

 Romans 5:20 – “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound” 

11. The word “entered” in Verse 20 is somewhat different than the word Paul used in  

Verse 12. In Verse 20 Paul adds the prefix para,, a preposition that carries the meaning 

beside or along side of. In other words, in Verse 12 Paul stated that sin “entered” into the 

world. Now he is saying that the Law entered along side of the sin that had already 

entered.   

12. Paul is saying that the Law came in along side so that the offense might increase. 

 This is a profound statement Paul is making. He is saying that God sent His Law so that 

transgressions might actually increase!  

A. Is this saying that God deliberately brought the Law in order to make us sin the 

more? This cannot be. 
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B. God never makes us sin. He never tempts us to sin. 

 James 1:13-14 – “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed.” 

13. Yet the Law does serve to increase sin. How does this happen?  How does the Law serve 

to increase sin? Martyn Lloyd-Jones proves very helpful in his treatment of the subject. 

 

I. The Law increases the Knowledge of Sin 

 Paul had already said in Chapter 3:20, “for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 
How does the Law increase the knowledge of sin? 

 A. The Law defines sin for us – The Law is God’s standard 

1. Before the Law came human beings sinned but did not know what they 

were doing was sinful 

2. Paul says in Romans 7 that he was covetous before the Law came but he 

did not know it 
NAS Romans 7:7 – “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it 
never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin 
except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting 
if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet." 

3. In the Christian’s life he may have done something all his life and then 

discovers that it is sin – he repents and turns from it. 

In the unbeliever’s life, he learns of the sin and continues in it and thus sin 

increases. 

B. The Law reveals sin’s nature 

1. We all have a general sense of right and wrong. God has given each of us 

a conscience 

 Romans 2:14-15 – “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the 
law, are a law unto themselves:  15 Which shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one 
another;)” 

  2. This doesn’t mean we really have an understanding of the nature of sin. 

  3. The Law exposes sin. 

Romans 7:13 – “Was then that which is good made death unto 
me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in 
me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might 
become exceeding sinful.” 

  4. The Law gives us the knowledge of how wicked sin is. 

   Sin is rebellion against God. The Law exposes this rebellion.  

   The Law gives us the knowledge of the nature of sin and thus increases sin  

 C. The Law exposes sin’s power 

1. The Law gives commands but we do not find within ourselves the ability 

to comply. God gives us His Law and says, “Obey.”  In our sinful nature 

we reply, “I will not!”    

2. The more we labor to obey the more we see sin’s power over us.  
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3. The problem is we have a sinful nature. We have a heart bent on sinning. 

The Law places demands upon us that we cannot meet. It is contrary to 

our nature and so it increases sin.  

 D. The Law unveils sin’s deceit 

1. Before the Law exposes our guilt we are prone to excuse ourselves calling 

it by a lesser name. 

 a. Adultery is called a mutual love 

 b. Homosexuality is called an alternative lifestyle 

 c. Abortion is called a choice 

 d. Lies are justified as means to a higher end 

 e. Theft is getting what is our due 

2. The Law comes in and defines God’s command clearly. Our justification 

for sin is removed and thus sin increases.  

 

II. Not only does the Law increase sin by increasing our Knowledge of Sin 

The Law increases sin by increasing our Conviction of Sin 

 A. The Law exposes us 

1. It proves us guilty before God – not only are we doing wrong—the Law 

convicts us and we KNOW we are doing wrong.  

2. The Law exposes our rebellion against God.  

 Psalm 51:2-4 – “Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.  3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
and my sin is ever before me.  4 Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. . .” 

3. This is where evangelism must begin.  

a. When preaching the Gospel we must set the Law before the sinner 

before describing their need to receive Christ as Savior. The 

Gospel is not about meeting their felt needs. It’s not about their 

happiness. It is about exposing their sin.  

b. The sinner must learn that he is an idolater, adulterer, murderer, 

thief, liar. 

 B. Not all conviction leads to salvation 

1. The Law exposes our corruption and guilt but we can quickly forget. It can 

be only a head knowledge. 

James 1:23-24 – “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a 
doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  24 
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was.” 

2. Only the Spirit of God can bring conviction that leads unto salvation. Only 

the Holy Spirit can smite the heart.  

3. As we come under conviction sin increases as the wickedness of our heart 

is exposed. Our sin is magnified.  

 

III. Not only does the Law increase sin by increasing the Knowledge and Conviction of sin 

The Law increases sin by Inciting us to Sin 

 Romans 5:20 – “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.” 

 A. This is the very nature of our corrupt hearts 
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  1. The very knowledge of the Law causes in us the desire to break it. 

It’s like the man driving and sees the speed limit is 50 – he wants to drive 

60 

2. The Law provides us with opportunities to sin that were formerly not 

envisioned. It gives us something against which to rebel. 
NAS Romans 7:7-8 – “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May 
it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin 
except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting 
if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet." 8 But sin, taking 
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of 
every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.” 

 B. The Law is just, holy, and good 

Romans 7:12 – “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good.” 
1. The problem is not with the law. The problem is with our sinful nature that 

hates the Law 

2. The more we know about sin the more we are tempted to do it. This is 

why sin reigns upon the earth 

 Romans 5:21 – “That as sin hath reigned unto death” 
 basileu,w – to reign as a king – sin rules over us. We are slaves to sin.   

   

 

Conclusion: 
1. The Law shows us how desperately we need Christ.  This is the ultimate purpose of the 

Law.  

 It gives us the knowledge of sin. 

 It increases our conviction of sin. 

 But it also incites us to sin all the more.  

2. Paul cries out in Chapter 7 –  

 Romans 7:24-25 – “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?  25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord . . .” 

3. Only the sinner who sees his wretched guilt will flee to Christ—but those who flee will 

find comfort. 

 Matthew 11:28 – “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” 

 

 


