
INTRODUCTION 

 

When people use the word “temptation”, or “tempted” they normally mean something 

like being tempted to self-indulgence, or theft. That is only half the story. This 

incident explains to us what temptation really is, and how to deal with it.  

It is more than a story about temptation. The timing and circumstances explain Jesus’ 

role in all this, and so they speak to us about God’s salvation.  

Christ Jesus was the Redeemer of mankind, the Last Adam. He acted in that role, even 

when undergoing temptation, so this incident is part of our salvation. The 40-day fast 

indicated his preparation for entering his work as the Lord from Heaven. The fact that 

the Holy Spirit drove him into this situation shows it was part of God’s will, even 

though God never tempts any person to do evil – the temptation came from Satan. 

And it happened immediately after Jesus had identified with us sinners by his 

baptism.  

We can sum it up by saying that Christ suffered temptation in place of his people; so 

his victory is their victory. It also shows how we should handle temptation, especially 

if we are in Christ.   

 

WHAT THIS TELLS US ABOUT TEMPTATION 
 

There is a difference between appearance and reality – that is obvious when we 

consider how Christ responded to Satan’s comments. In each case the person’s 

relationship with God is under attack, but that is not obvious at the time – Satan draws 

our attention away from that to something else.  

First temptation 

In the first temptation Satan drew Christ’s attention to his physical need – “Command 

that these stones become bread.” Christ replies by quoting God’s Word – “Man shall 

not live by bread alone but by every word of God.” Each emphasises something 

different.  

On a superficial level the situation was that Christ was suffering, and he had the 

power to do something about it – so why not?  

The reality was that Christ was living under God’s orders, and he could count on God 

to keep the promises he had made to him. The need was therefore not as great as it 

seemed, and his power should only be used for certain purposes.  

The result (for him) of giving in to the temptation would be to dishonour God and 

forfeit his blessing – as Adam had done. That would have ruined his relationship with 

God, and his mission of salvation. 

The key to Jesus’ success was loyalty to God, and faith in his Word.  

We may be tempted in a similar way when we have real needs or are suffering in 

some way. Satan emphasises these things, but obscures the bigger picture. The 

temptation is put our wishes above his authority, to imagine he does not care, and to 

act in ways he does not approve. Having the power to do something is not the same as 

having the right to do it.  

We may not be able to follow Satan’s twisted approach, but if we love God and know 

his Word we can choose to do what is right. The “fear of God” keeps us from evil. 

Second temptation 

Satan appeared to question Christ’s image of himself as the “Son of God”. He 

reminded him that God promised his Christ that he would protect him from all harm 

(Psalm 91). So, he argued, prove you are the Christ by throwing yourself into danger 

and God will save you – that will be proof you really are the Son of God.  



On a superficial level this was a challenge to God’s honour as well as to Christ’s 

image. Refusal might have appeared to be weakness or uncertainty. 

The real issue was something else. It would have been a challenge to God instead of 

loving cooperation. It would have meant acting on Satan’s instigation, something that 

can never be justified. It would be the opposite of love and respect. It would have 

ruined his relationship with God. Satan was trying to turn God’s Son against him.  

Jesus countered by quoting another part of God’s Word – “You shall not tempt 

(provoke) the LORD your God.” We learn our duty from God’s commands, not from 

his promises.  

It reminds us of Simon Peter’s temptation to take his sword and defend Christ – 

contrary to what Christ had told him. It is similar to Job’s temptation to challenge God 

about the way he allowed evil things to happen to him.  

We may feel we ought to “defend” God’s name (or, more likely, our ours) in a way 

that his commands do not permit.  

Third temptation 
Satan showed Christ the kingdoms of the world, claimed they were his, and offered to 

give them to Christ on condition that he would worship him.  

The impression was given that Christ would receive the very things God had 

promised him (without the cross).  

Christ’s response was to quote the words, “You shall worship the LORD your God 

and him only shall you serve.”  

The real issue was whether God or Satan was superior. Satan pretended to be all-

powerful. He pretended that his evil character was the ultimate reality – not the 

holiness of God. And he wanted Christ to affirm that.  

That has always been a real issue. Nazism and Communism claimed the same thing. 

So does atheism, and today we hear demands that sinful lifestyles should be affirmed. 

It happens in a more subtle way – we may be tempted to hopelessness, thinking that 

God has abandoned us. Whatever temptation appears we must hold onto the Word of 

God – “He who endures to the end shall be saved.”  

The tendency of this temptation is to dishonour God and destroy our relationship with 

him. This is what has happened to fallen humanity, and this is what Jesus came to 

remedy.  

All those temptations have certain things in common. They ignore or distort God’s 

Word. They appeal to self-interest. They turn us against God, grieving him and 

ruining us. They are based on falsehood.  

So we must: beware of placing self before God; keep the word of Christ in faith and 

love.  

One other matter – when the temptations had failed, the tempter fled. Christ then got 

on with his work in greater power than before. So it will be with us.  

 

WHAT THIS TELLS US ABOUT SALVATION 

 

Christ Jesus was acting on behalf of all God’s people. This was the first battle he 

fought on their behalf. It was a critical point in salvation history – how he responded 

would determine whether the world would be reconciled to God or destroyed in sin 

and judgement. Since he is the Last Adam it was all God’s people who were being 

tempted, and it was all God’s people who won the victory over Satan.  

We watch the battle – will he put himself before God? No! Will he provoke God? No! 

Will he confirm humanity’s rebellion? No!  



Everyone who is in Christ has faced Satan’s temptations. When they faced them in 

person they often failed. But when they faced them in Christ they conquered. Those 

who are outside Christ do not have that victory – they are still estranged from God.  

This has lessons for every disciple of Christ. If we follow in his footsteps we will also 

be tested by Satan’s temptations. Following Christ involves putting our faith in God 

and his Word. It involves obeying his commands. Only then will we avoid the snares 

Satan sets for us.  

Prayer is the key. Christ has sympathy with us in our temptations since “he was 

tempted in all points like ourselves yet without sin.” The fact that he did not sin shows 

he is able to help us – he is stronger than any temptation.  

“We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  


