
1935 - SAUL in DAMASCUS & JERUSALEM - Acts 9:19-31 

PRELIMS. Saul has just been converted! Ananias restores his eyesight and baptises him.  

SAUL in DAMASCUS - There were obviously a number of Xn disciples in Damascus. Saul spent 
some days with them (19b). However, chronologically, we know from (Gal 1:17,18) that Saul at this 
time spent 3 years in Arabia. Some think that these 3 years correspond to the 3 years the other 
apostles spent with the Lord Jesus, being learning about the Christ he rejected for so long! 

It seems that the main message Saul preached in the synagogues, in fact all the apostles preached, 
was that Jesus is the Son of God (20) and that Jesus was the Christ (22)  These two doctrines are 
fundamental to Xnity! Both doctrines are heretical to Jews! For them, God could not have a Son, 
and Jesus was not a political and military leader something all Jews expected the Messiah to be! So 
it is not surprising that there was great opposition to Saul and the apostle's preaching!  

But the gospel to Saul and the apostles was something they were prepared to die for - and many 
did! His brothers took a life-threatening risk in supporting Saul! They 'lowered him in a basket 
through an opening in a wall' (25) in order to preserve Saul's life. Their own lives must have been 
under threat too, because the Jews were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him (24)! 
APP Do you support our brothers/sisters who are persecuted? Barnabas Fund- letters/donations? 

The HUMAN HEART and the POWER of GOD - Saul was an excellent debater. But despite his 
great debating skills (22) the human heart will not submit to King Jesus without the power of God! 
for it is God who works in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure (Phil 2:13)! 

Despite the evidence these Jews did not believe! Saul proved Jesus was the Messiah! They had no 
answer, so they tried to kill him! That is the way fallen human nature works! the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be (Rom 8:7AV) We 
are born with a prejudice against God! We actually hate God! We are blind to true spiritual 
realities and just cannot accept that God should 'control' the whole of our lives!  

Jesus said No man can come to Me, except the Father, who has sent Me, draw him and a few verses 
later no man can come to Me, except it were given to him of My Father (John 6:44,65) It was while 
we were dead in the trespasses and sins that God being rich in mercy...made us alive together with 
Christ (Eph 2:4)! Mankind is lost - we need to be saved!  *So, we need to ask God to change our 
hard hearts and to draw us to Himself! 

REJECTION - Saul therefore had to escape for his life - and we are so glad that he managed! 
When they persecute you in this city, flee to another said Jesus. Now he goes to Jerusalem and he 
attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him for they did not believe that he was 
a disciple (26) After 3 years and all his preaching in Damascus!! News travelled much slower 
then! But who could blame them? As we said last time a contemporary Saul would be one of those 
Muslim Clerics who the UK are trying to extradite! How long before you would trust one of 
them? Quite some time, I reckon! The biggest fear probably was, not so much was a true disciple, 
but was he a spy and was it all a trick to get more disciples imprisoned/killed! 

APP How do you react to rejection? Saul was rejected – as a person! Some people have a great 
problem coping with the rejection of even a suggestion or an idea they raised at a meeting! They 
take that personally when they shouldn't! But here it was Saul's rejection as a person! 

But do you know that rejection is a very important part of training for God's service! If you 
cannot deal with rejection, God will not be able to use you much! Look what was said about one of 
God's best servants This Moses whom they rejected saying `Who made you a ruler and a judge?' 
This man God sent as both ruler and redeemer (Acts 7:35) But Moses wasn't ready yet to be their 



ruler for he needed to know by experience how to handle rejection, because that was going to be 
part of his daily life! We need to be able to accept rejection. There s a special way of coping with it! 

When you are rejected by men, you must first ask yourselves, is it because you have been foolish 
or faithful to God! Is it because you are being disobedient to God or obedient to God? Remember 
the words of Jesus Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you and revile 
you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man (Luke 6:22) 

In JERUSALEM - However, not everybody rejected Saul. There was a lovely man there called 
Barnabas. A grand fellow! But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles (27)! Look at 
the humility of Saul – here he is, a man who has had the most wonderful experience of Jesus in all 
the world  and is rejected by the mass of disciples, and a young man takes him by the hand and 
says 'I believe you, come along and I'll get you an introduction to the apostles'! And Paul goes! 
Humility is another vital part of learning to be a true disciple of Jesus! God always humbles those 
he is going to use. There is no room for boasting of any kind. 

The Apostles ultimately accepted Barnabas' 'testimony' about Saul. He explained to them about the 
vision, and how he preached boldly in the name of Jesus at Damascus (27). To hear of Saul 
preaching fearlessly and adamantly about Jesus, of course, would have impressed these Jews! 
They, of all people, would know how Saul himself treated those who preached fearlessly about 
Jesus!! If indeed Saul had preached fearlessly about Jesus, then he would know fine the risk he was 
taking! Indeed Barnabas would have told them how he had to run for it in Damascus and only 
escaped hiding in a basket! APP The world needs a lot more Barnabas's! People who care and are 
prepared to put themselves out in order to help a brother in need! There are too few of them! 

Paul went in and out among them at Jerusalem (28) That was lovely. However, Saul could not be 
silent! He was preaching boldly in the name of the Lord (28)! Saul had to be speaking about Jesus!  

Now he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists (29) It seems that it was the Hellenists who were 
now seeking to kill him (29) Hellenists, that is, Jews who lived in foreign lands but returned to 
Judea and spoke Greek! APP Very often, it is those who live or have lived away from the centre of 
a movement who, when they come back, complain most about any change! These Jews returning to 
Jerusalem would not like the changes! As Sean Connery/Alan Cumming in USA re Scotland?  

So once again Saul has to be bundled out of the city and sent by boat from Caesarea back to his 
home town of Tarsus! He had true Xn brothers! (30) APP Again so we help our brothers in need? 

The life of the church has highs and lows. There are periods when there is blessing – and there re 
periods of adversity. The Church then enjoyed a period of prosperity So the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee had peace (31) There were four reasons for this time of peace. All of them 
because of one thing! That one thing was the Holy Spirit (31) The work of the Holy Spirit is vital! 

(a) It multiplied (31c) People think numbers are important. And so it is! Up to a point! There is, 
after all a Book in the Bible called Numbers  about the numerical increase of God's people! The 
Book of Revelation also records the number of believers ultimately is innumerable! All things 
being equal, there ought to be growth. We need to ask,ourselves about that! (b) It was also built up 
(31b)! You can grow in numbers but be unstable! Root downwards! Stability in times of high 
winds! Not blown about! Able to take a battering from opposing forces! (c) People were walking 
in the fear of the Lord (31b) That does not mean they were afraid of the Lord. Walking in the fear 
of the Lord is a positive thing - means serving the Lord out of high respect and commitment!    
(d) walking...in the comfort of the Holy Spirit (31c) Old Jacob refused to be comforted. In his 
troubles Job had friends, but they were miserable comforters! Luke here however, assures us that 
God the Holy Spirit comes, there is great comfort - we need to walk in that beautiful comfort!!


