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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we’ve seen, Paul is writing with great fondness, of intimate love for the Philippian 

church. He writes to them, “I am thankful for you all.” He expresses the joy he has over 

their fellowship in the Gospel. God’s grace upon their lives was displayed with vivid 

clarity. They had progressed in the Gospel.  

Paul says in Verse 5 “from the first day until now.” 
2. Such testimony left Paul with great confidence in their conversion. We are saved by 

grace alone through faith alone, completely apart from our works. But saving faith is 

never void of good works. 

3. In Verse 6 Paul describes his confidence and the source of his confidence.  

 Philippians 1:6 NAU -  "For I am confident of this very thing"  
A. The word for “confident” refers to being convinced or fully persuaded of 

something. It’s the word used in the well-known statement in 2 Tim. 1:12 

2 Timothy 1:12 KJV - ". . . for I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day."  

B. The phrase, “this very thing” is meant to be emphatic. There is no higher 
confidence than confidence in the mighty power of God to work out His purpose 

in our lives.   

4. God alone receives the glory in His work of salvation.  

A. The Gospel demands that we trust in the saving work of Christ as the only way we 

can be made right with God. It demands that we turn from our sin in repentance 

and follow Christ as our Lord and King. While from our perspective the Gospel 

calls us to action—to believe and repent, it is actually the result of God’s work 

alone.  

B. While we are called upon to follow Christ in obedience and good works, it is 

actually the fruit of God working in us. Paul says in Chapter 2 

Philippians 2:12-13 NAU - "So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at 
work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure."  

5. Verse 6 is testimony to the centrality of God in our salvation. 

 God began the good work and He will complete it.  

Our salvation is something that God has begun, something He is continuing, and 

something He will finally accomplish at the end. Our salvation has a past, present, and 

future dimension. This morning I want to set this before you. 

I. Our salvation is something God HAS accomplished 

II. Our salvation is something God IS accomplishing 

III. Our salvation is something God WILL accomplish 
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I. Our salvation is something God HAS accomplished 

"He who began a good work in you"  
 A. When did God begin the “good work” of your salvation? 

1. There is an eternal dimension to our salvation. It began in eternity.  

It is bound up in the infinite realm of God’s decree. God has determined 

all things. All things have always existed in God infinite mind. In this 

sense, God’s purpose of redemption has always existed. All things unfold 

because God has determined them. 

2. God’s decree included the fall of Adam. And from among the fallen race 

of humanity He has determined to choose a multitude to be the heirs of 

salvation. In the eternal Covenant of Redemption the Father determined to 

send forth His Son to be the Redeemer of these elect people.  

3. In this sense, God began the “good work” of our salvation in eternity. But 

Jesus became man in time. He was born, He lived, and He died in time. He 

died upon the cross as our substitute, suffering God’s wrath and 

condemnation in our place.  

In this sense, the good work of our salvation was accomplished upon the 

cross. This too was in the past. 

4. But then the Gospel of Christ’s work of redemption had to be preached 

and received by faith. In this sense our salvation was accomplished when 

we believed, also in the past.  

 This was the experience of the Philippians: 

a. There was the time when God opened Lydia’s heart to attend to the 

things spoken by Paul  

b. There was the time when God turned the heart of the Philippian 

jailer to hear the words of the Gospel 

c. Paul spoke of their "participation in the gospel from the first 
day until now."  

 B. There is a past tense aspect of our salvation  

1. The eternal Covenant of Redemption took place in the past – in the portals 

of eternity. And the atoning sacrifice of Christ upon the cross took place in 

the past – 2000 years ago in Jerusalem. 

2. God has also begun the good work in you through regeneration. You 

received the Gospel when the Holy Spirit raised you to life in regeneration 

and enabled you to believe. This too took place in the past. 

3. All of this was the good work of God. He has begun a good work in you. 

  4. Paul’s great confidence was in this perfect work of God. 
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II. Our salvation is something God IS accomplishing. There is a present aspect of our salvation.  

 A. God is continuing this work within us 

1. We are grateful for the work of God that He HAS done. We have been 

forgiven. God’s curse has been removed. We are no longer the enemies of 

God.  

2. This is based on justification. Justification is not a process of renewal but 

a one-time legal act. We have been declared righteous. The perfect 

righteousness of Christ has been imputed to us.  

3. Justification grants pardon for all sins past, present, and future. 

B. But salvation is a work of God that is continuing. We are being delivered from 

sin’s power. This is God’s progressive work of sanctification. 

 We see it reflected in Verse 9 with the words “more and more . . .” 
1. ALL of those who are justified are being sanctified. This was Paul’s great 

confidence.  

   "that He who began a good work in you will perfect it"  
2. Justification is monergistic—it is God’s work alone without our 

participation – It was God who began a good work in us. 

But while justification is monergistic, sanctification is synergistic—we are 

very much involved in the process of being made holy.  

a. Paul’s charge in Chapter 2 - "work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling"  

b. In this letter Paul will charge the Philippians to press on in the Gospel. 

Philippians 1:27 NAU - "conduct yourselves in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 
see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel"  

c. But Paul’s confidence was not in them. Their faithfulness brought 

Paul great joy, but his confidence was not in them. It was in God 

who was working in them.  

  3. Can you see the present reality of God at work in you? 

 

III. Our salvation is something God WILL accomplish 

Philippians 1:6 NAU - "He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus."  
A. Paul’s confidence was that God would perfect His work. God has started 

something that will surely be successful.  

  1. The word means to complete or accomplish 

2. Our salvation has been ordained by God. He planned it in eternity and is 

bringing it to pass. He has delivered us from the curse of sin and the fires 

of hell. He is continuing to free us from the sin that enslaved us.  

3. And He will keep us and sustain us until the end. We are being preserved. 

Our perseverance is based on God’s preservation.  

John 10:27-29 NAU - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will 
never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand."  
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John 17:16-24 NAU - "They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  18 "As 
You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.  19 
"For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be 
sanctified in truth.  20 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for 
those also who believe in Me through their word;  21 that they may all 
be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also 
may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.  22 
"The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one;  23 I in them and You in Me, that 
they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You 
sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.  24 "Father, I 
desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I 
am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for 
You loved Me before the foundation of the world."  

 B. He will keep us until the Day of Christ Jesus. There will come an end.  

1. In one sense all of us will come to the end of our lives. It is a solemn 

thought for each of us. Each second bring us closer to the end. 

2. This world is all we have ever known. But by faith we are able to see 

beyond this world. Our great desire is to remain faithful in this world. We 

are in a terrible struggle, however. Every day is a war. By God’s power we 

are being kept from the world.  

John 17:11 NAU - "I am no longer in the world; and yet they 
themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they 
may be one even as We are."  
John 17:15-16 NAU - "I do not ask You to take them out of the 
world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world."  

3. There is coming the end of all things. Jesus is coming back to judge the 

living and the dead. This great day of judgment is referred to as “The Day 

of the Lord.” In 2 Timothy Paul refers to it simply as “That Day.” 

2 Timothy 1:12 NAU - "for I know whom I have believed and I am 
convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him 
until that day."  

4. He is coming to judge the world, but He is also coming to receive His own 

Bride. We have been preserved pure for Him.  

1 Corinthians 1:8 NAU - "who will also confirm you to the end, 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ."  
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Conclusion: 
1. In the face of this wonderful grace of preservation we are exhorted to press on. 

1 John 3:2-3 NAU - "Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like 
Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope 
fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure."  

2. Our great desire should be to finish well. Paul expresses this in Verse 10 

Philippians 1:9-10 NAU - "And this I pray, that your love may abound still more 
and more in real knowledge and all discernment,  10 so that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of 
Christ"  

3. It is God who is perfecting us. But in the face of this work of grace we are commanded to 

perfect ourselves.   
2 Corinthians 7:1 NAU - "Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 

fear of God." – same word that Paul uses here in Verse 6 - ἐπιτελέω 

4. Paul described his own life as a pressing on, a reaching forth, of seeking to obtain: 

Philippians 3:12-14 NAU - "Not that I have already obtained it or have already 
become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was 
laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 
hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward 
to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus."  

5. May this be our lives. God has saved us. He is preserving us. He is perfecting us. May we 

press on always pursuing holiness.  

But may we find great comfort in the Gospel. The Philippians were not a perfect people, 

and neither are we. They struggled with fear, selfishness, divisiveness. But they were 

under God’s grace. God wasn’t through with them.  

Satan accuses you. You are sometimes discouraged. But God isn’t through with you. 

Philippians 1:6 NAU - "For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began 
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


