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THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE, REVELATION 6:1-8 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles, please, to the book of Revelation, chapter 6.  We’re going to read 
together verses 1 through 8, which will be the subject of our study today.  Revelation chapter 6, 
verses 1 through 8: 

“1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, 
one of the four beasts saying, Come and see. 2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that 
sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to 
conquer. 

“3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And 
there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great 
sword. 

“5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I 
beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6 And I 
heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three 
measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

“7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and 
see. 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 
followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with 
sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” 

Now we have just completed our study of Revelation chapter 5, which is the most important 
chapter in the entire book of Revelation.  It is the most important chapter because it provides the 
basis for everything else contained in the book, and that basis is the victorious enthronement of 
Christ when He took the seven-sealed scroll out of the hand of the Father.   

By taking the scroll, Jesus received all authority from His Father to rule over all the kingdoms of 
the earth.  By taking the scroll, Jesus became the Prince of the kings of the earth.  He is now 
seated in the Father’s throne, at the right hand of the Father, to reveal and to execute the decrees 
of the Father contained in the sealed scroll.  Everything else that is contained in the book of 
Revelation flows out of this momentous event.   

Now as the seals are opened and the rest of the book unfolds, we see how the authority of Christ 
extends even over the suffering sent from the hand of God, which is meant for a twofold 
purpose: One, to purify the saints; and two, to punish the wicked.  This book helps us to see that 
suffering on the part of saints is not an indication of the absence of God or of the indifference of 
God, but instead, it is all part of the plan and the purpose of God to preserve us and to prepare us 
for heaven.   



Some Christians may have wondered if Christ really was sovereign over the horrible 
persecutions that were perpetrated by the Roman Caesars upon them.  Well, the remainder of this 
book is intended to show that Christ rules over all events, and that suffering does not occur 
indiscriminately, nor does it occur by chance.  Revelation reveals to us that destructive events are 
brought about by Christ for both redemptive and judicial purposes—to bring salvation and 
sanctification to His people, and to bring wrath and punishment upon the rebellious. 

Now then, we notice that as soon as Christ takes His position of power and authority at the right 
hand of the Father, He immediately begins to open the seals so that the events contained in them 
immediately begin to take place, and continue to take place until the Lord returns.  The opening 
of the seals begins the actual revelation and execution of the contents of the scroll spoken of in 
chapter 5.  This makes sense then, of the exhortations in the seven letters to the churches in 
chapters 2 and 3 to persevere in the face of suffering, because the suffering unleashed by the 
seals had already begun to take place in the life of these seven churches.   

Now Jesus had ascended to heaven some 40 years earlier, and the seals began to be opened then.  
And now, 40 years later, in 95 A.D. when this book was written, these seven churches were 
already experiencing the kind of events that these seals speak of, just as all the churches 
throughout this age will experience them as well.   

So Christ opens each seal in the heavenly throne room and issues the command for the contents 
of each one to be carried out.  As each of the first four seals is broken, a horse and its rider 
appear, representing conquest and war and famine and death.  We see this in verses 1 through 8, 
which we read.  The opening of the fifth seal brings into view the souls of the martyrs, awaiting 
the day of vindication in verses 9 through 11.  The opening of the sixth seal brings dreadful 
calamities that manifest Christ’s righteous wrath upon the wicked in verses 12 to 17.  So then, 
chapter 6 gives us a sweeping survey of the major characteristics of the church age and the 
outcomes it will have for the righteous and for the wicked.   

Now today we want to consider these first four seals and what occurs as each of them is opened.  
Here we have the four horsemen of the Apocalypse, and what we want to do today is to 
investigate what it is that each of them symbolizes.   

So in the first place this morning, let’s consider together the Old Testament background to the 
four horsemen.   

Now there’s precedent for God using the symbolic imagery of horses of various colors to convey 
His message in the Old Testament, especially in the book of Zechariah, in which are two 
instances of God using horses as a symbolic image. He uses horses of various colors to convey 
His message.  So turn please with me in your Bibles to the book of Zechariah.  We’re going to be 
looking together at chapter 1, and then we’ll look at chapter 6. 
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Zechariah chapter 1.  Notice if you will verses 8 to 13.  Zechariah chapter 1, Zechariah has a 
vision, and he says in verse 8: “8 I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and 
he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, 
speckled, and white. 9 Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me 
said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. 10 And the man that stood among the myrtle trees 
answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. 
11 And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have 
walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.” 

Now here, the horsemen represent the Lord’s knowledge and full awareness of the condition of 
the whole earth.  But that is not all.  Notice verse 12.  It says, “Then the angel of the LORD 
answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the 
cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years,” that is, 
these 70 years. “13 And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and 
comfortable words.” 

So here we have four horsemen.  In this case, we have two red horses, we have a speckled horse, 
and we have a white horse.  Four horses.  And the horsemen here represent the Lord’s knowledge 
and full awareness of the condition of the whole earth, and the condition of His covenant people.  
And what is the report of these four horsemen?  The report is: The nations of the earth are at rest, 
verse 11; Israel is in a desperate condition, verse 12.   

So what are these horsemen doing?  They are representing the Lord’s awareness of the condition 
of the earth, both the condition of the nations and also the condition of His covenant community.  
The nations are at rest.  The covenant community is in distress. 

Now turn please if you will to Zechariah chapter 6.  In Zechariah chapter 6, we have a second 
incident of horsemen and horses of various colors.  Notice if you will Zechariah 6, verses 1 
through 8.  He says:  

“1 And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out 
from between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 2 In the first chariot 
were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses;3 and in the third chariot white horses; 
and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. 4 Then I answered and said unto the angel that 
talked with me, What are these, my lord? 5 And the angel answered and said unto me, These are 
the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 
6 The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after 
them; and the grisled go forth toward the south country. 7 And the bay went forth, and sought to 
go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro 
through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth. 8 Then cried he upon me, and 
spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in 
the north country.” 
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Now here, the horses and their chariots represent the execution of God’s wrath upon Babylon to 
the north, where two horses are sent; and the execution of God’s wrath upon Egypt to the south, 
where one horse is sent; and God’s control of all the nations throughout the whole earth, 
wherever they may be, where the last horse walks to and fro throughout the earth.   

I want to make two observations from these two passages, both of which foreshadow our passage 
in Revelation chapter 6.  Now in Zechariah 1, though the horses were of various colors, the 
horses were all of the same quality and type, in that they all represented the same idea—that of 
obtaining knowledge.  They all served one purpose, and that was providing information to God 
about the status of the nations and the status of His people.  So all the four horses of Zechariah 
chapter 1 provided the same thing, and that’s information to the Lord.   

And in Zechariah chapter 6, though the horses were of various colors there as well, once again, 
the horses were all of the same quality and type, in that they all represented the same idea—that 
of judgment.  Horses that went to the north, bringing judgment; horses that went to the south, 
bringing judgment; horse that went to and fro throughout the earth, bringing judgment.   

The point is this: The horses were homogenous in nature in each passage as to their mission.  
One horseman was not radically different from the other horsemen.  All four horsemen in 
Zechariah chapter 1 are all doing the same thing—bringing information.  And all of the horses in 
Zechariah chapter 6 are all doing the same thing—bringing judgment.   

Now a second observation that I want to make is, not only do we see that these horses in each 
case were all homogenous in nature—one horse was not radically different in its character and 
mission from the other horses; secondly, I want us to notice that it’s also apparent that the horses 
of Zechariah chapter 1 represented a different idea than the horses of Zechariah 6.   

In Zechariah chapter 1, the horses represented the knowledge of God—His omniscience of all 
nations.  In Zechariah chapter 6, the horses represented the judgment of God—His wrath against 
the enemies of His people.  The point is, the meaning of the horses was different in each case, 
and the meaning of the horses in each case had to be derived from the passage in which those 
horses were presented to us.   

The symbolic meaning of the horses varies, based on the passage in which it occurred, and based 
on how it’s used there.  So you can’t say that the horses in Zechariah chapter 1 mean the same 
thing as the horses in Zechariah chapter 6.  You can’t say that.  They mean two different things.  
So the horses here, don’t mean the same as the horses there.   

But when you look at the horses here, they are all of the same type and quality.  One horse isn’t 
radically different from the other horses.  All the horses in Zechariah chapter 1—all the same 
type and quality.  All the horses in Zechariah chapter 6—all the same type and quality.  But the 
meanings of the horses in each passage are completely different. 

!  4



Now then, how does this help us in our interpretation of Revelation chapter 6?  Well, these 
horses in Zechariah and their usage there have established two principles that must guide us, and 
the first one is this: These four horses in Revelation chapter 6, though they are different in color, 
are all of the same quality and type, in that they all represent the same idea.  The white horse 
cannot represent a radically different idea than the red horse, the black horse, and the pale horse.   

The meaning of these four horses, just like in Zechariah, is homogeneous.  They all represent the 
same thing.  They all represent something bad.  They all represent evil things that are going to 
occur upon the earth during the Church Age and that will characterize that entire period.  They 
represent oppression and destruction and deprivation and death.  Thus, the four horses are 
homogeneous in nature, just like they were in Zechariah 1; just like they were in Zechariah 6.   

Secondly, the meaning of these four horses in Revelation chapter 6 must be derived from the 
passage in which they occur, and not from some other passage.  You recall, the horses meant one 
thing in Zechariah chapter 1, but the horses meant an entirely different thing in Zechariah 
chapter 6.  Context is king in determining the meaning of any passage, and certainly that is the 
case here.  So the symbolic meaning of these horses in Revelation 6 must be derived from 
Revelation 6 and not from Revelation 19, where we run across many white horses and many 
people riding them.   

Revelation 6 will interpret itself as to what the meaning of the horses is, and Revelation 19 will 
interpret itself as to what the meaning of the horses is.  The meaning of the horses in 
Revelation 6 does not determine the meaning of the horses in Revelation 19, and the meaning of 
the horses in Revelation 19 does not determine the meaning of the horses in Revelation 
chapter 6.  Likewise, the meaning of the horses in Zechariah chapter 1 did not determine the 
meaning of the horses in Zechariah chapter 6, nor vice versa.   

Now I know that in the past I have previously said that I thought the white horse of 
Revelation 6:2 represented Christ, based on Christ being on a white horse in Revelation 19 and 
verse 11.  But based on my further study and more mature reflection, I believe I was wrong in 
that identification, and I’ll have more to say about that in a few minutes.   

But I want to say by way of conclusion, based on the Old Testament background to the four 
horsemen in Revelation 6, that as found in Zechariah, these four horsemen in Revelation 6 all 
represent a single idea, and that idea which these four horsemen represent is to be derived from 
the passage itself, and not from another passage in Revelation where horses also appear.   

That brings us then to our second major point this morning.  Having seen the Old Testament 
background to the four horsemen, notice in the second place the New Testament meaning of the 
four horsemen.  This is found in Revelation 6.  Please turn back there.  We’ll now look 
intensively at Revelation chapter 6, verses 1 through 8.   
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Notice, if you will, verse 1: “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it 
were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.”  “And I saw”—and then 
we have the unfolding of these four horses and horsemen that bring terrible things to the earth.   

Now it’s clearly God’s will to give His enemies and His people’s enemies a very significant 
degree of liberty within which to operate and to exercise their evil.  We see this in the life of Job, 
do we not?  God gave Satan a long leash to ravage Job, even though God held the end of that 
leash.  God allowed Satan to ravage Job economically, to ravage him domestically, to ravage him 
socially, and to ravage him personally, even though God loved Job intensely, and had the highest 
regard for his character and his conduct.   

And what God did to Job personally, God does to His people corporately.  Though Satan is a 
defeated foe and though Satan is under the control of God, nevertheless, it is God’s purpose to 
allow him room to do a great deal of evil through the ages and across the globe.  We see the 
satanic evil being carried out under the visual symbolic imagery of these four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse.  As Jesus opens each of these seals, He reveals the kind of evil and the category of 
evil that He allows Satan to accomplish.  Here we have a revelation of what Satan will do 
between the first and the second coming of Christ, and the categories of evil that he will carry 
out all throughout this age.   

Therefore, when these categories of events occur, we should not be surprised or dismayed, as 
though somehow the forces of evil are winning.  They are not.  Sin is always self-defeating, and 
sin is always self-destructive, and no movement based on sin can ever succeed.  Furthermore, 
Satan is under the control of Christ, and Christ allows him to do evil in order to bring judgment 
upon the wicked through that evil, and in order to purify and sanctify His saints by means of that 
evil.   

Well then, let us notice each of these four horsemen in turn.  Notice first of all the white horse in 
verse 2.  It says, “And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a 
crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.”   

Now while I previously thought, and have publicly said that I thought the white horse in verse 2 
represented Christ based on the fact that Christ sits on a white horse in Revelation 19, in reality, 
the only similarity between the white horse of Revelation 6:2 and the white horse in 
Revelation 19 is that they’re both white and someone’s sitting on them.  Those are the only 
similarities.  Now we did see some similarities between the horses in Zechariah 1 and 
Zechariah 6, didn’t we.  In Zechariah 1, you had, what?  Red horses.  In Zechariah 6, you had, 
what?  Red horses.  But the horses meant different things.   

So in Revelation 6 you have a white horse, and in Revelation 19 you have a white horse.  But it 
doesn’t mean they’re the same thing at all.  And while the similarities are very small, the 
differences between the white horse and the rider of Revelation 6 and the white horse and the 
rider of Revelation 19—the differences between them are remarkable.   
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For example, each of them has a different weapon.  One holds a bow, but the other has a sword 
proceeding out of his mouth.   

Each has a different crown.  The one in Revelation 6 has a single crown on his head, which is the 
victor’s crown called the “stephanos” in Greek; while the one in Revelation 19 has multiple 
crowns, which are royal crowns called the “diádēma” in Greek.   

Not only do they have a different weapon held in a different way; not only do they have a 
different crown designated by a different name, and indeed, a different number of crowns; each 
of them has a different company.  The one in Revelation chapter 6 is all by himself, while the 
horse in Revelation 19 is accompanied by an army of people who are also all on white horses.   

Each of them also has a different purpose.  The one in Revelation chapter 6 is going out to 
achieve conquest, while the one in Revelation 19 is going out to execute judgment and wrath.   

Furthermore, each of them has a different context.  The white horse in Revelation chapter 6 has 
the context of the other three horses, and that context is one of murder and famine and death—
the red, the black, and the pale horse.  The white horse in Revelation 19 has the context of the 
marriage supper of the Lamb and the final judgment.   

Now these differences between the white horse of Revelation 6 and the white horse of 
Revelation 19, coupled with the homogeneous meaning of the four horses of Zechariah 1 and 
Zechariah 6, led me then to believe that these four horses and their riders in Revelation 6 also 
have a homogeneous meaning.  All four of them mean the same thing, just like all four of the 
horses in Zechariah 1 meant the same thing, and all four of the horses in Zechariah 6 meant the 
same thing.  All four of the horses in Revelation 6 mean the same thing.  They are all harbingers 
of evil.  They are all bringing wicked purposes to pass.   

Well this first horse, then, along with its rider represents the twisting and the perverting of the 
dominion mandate given to humanity by God in the Garden of Eden.  Men were supposed to 
exercise dominion over the earth under the authority of God, and to rule it for the glory of God 
and the good of their fellow creatures.  But because of their fallenness and their depravity, men 
now want to exercise a wicked and sinful dominion over other men.  They want to oppress and 
tyrannize them and subject them to enslavement and servitude.   

This white horse, then, represents the spirit of conquest and the desire for dominion that the 
kings of the earth have exercised and will exercise over people and nations until Christ returns.  
This king goes forth with a bow, he has a crown on his head, and he goes out conquering and to 
conquer.  Now this desire that fallen, depraved men have to conquer and rule over other men is 
something that pervades the time period between the first and second coming of Christ.  And of 
course, out of this wicked desire for a tyrannical dominion over other men flows the next three 
horsemen: war and famine and death.   
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So the white horse, then, represents conquest.  It represents the sinful economic conquest, it 
represents the sinful political conquest, it represents the sinful military conquest, and it 
represents the sinful spiritual conquest that depraved men, under the control of Satan, seek to 
exercise over the people of the earth, which arises out of their perverted desire for dominion.  
Men want to rule other men economically, politically, militarily, and spiritually, and subjugate 
them to themselves.   

Between the first and second coming of Christ, there has been, there is now, and there always 
will be men who seek to rise up and rule the world and establish by conquest a kingdom that 
stands in opposition to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  This is why we struggle right now under 
corrupt and tyrannical leaders.  They are the men who go forth conquering and to conquer, 
through the use of weapons of intimidation and power—the bow—in order to subjugate people 
under them.  And I couldn’t help but think that Satan uses a bow to shoot his fiery darts at God’s 
people.   

We see economic conquest exercised by the international financial and banking institutions and 
those who run them.  Wealthy men would rule the world.  We see political conquest exercised by 
presidents, prime ministers, Ayatollahs, and kings.  We see military conquest exercised by the 
armies of the world and by their generals.  We see spiritual conquest exercised by the Pope, by 
corrupt denominational leaders, and by cults like Islam.   

Everywhere we look, somebody is trying to conquer someone in some way for some evil 
purpose.  The conquest of evil men for evil purposes in every area of life characterizes the age 
between the first and the second coming of Christ.  Oppression and tyranny and enslavement of 
people by those who seek to conquer them is going to continue on until the second coming.  
What do you see men doing in the last 2,000 years but rising up and grasping for power and 
seeking to conquer and subjugate other people under them, either economically or politically or 
militarily or spiritually?   

That brings us then to the red horse, in verses 3 to 4.  “3 And when he had opened the second 
seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4 And there went out another horse that was 
red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they 
should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.”   

Now the meaning of the red horse is clear.  The red horse and its rider represent war and the 
slaughter that it produces, and the destruction of peace that it entails.  War has characterized the 
earth since the time of Christ, and wars will continue to characterize the earth until Christ 
returns.  You recall Jesus, talking about the period between His first coming and the loosing of 
Satan which begins the Great Tribulation, describing that period.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:6, 
“And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”  There is a reference in this passage about this red 
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horse, certainly to war in general, but it also seems to speak of the war of the wicked against the 
believers, as well.   

The point is, peace will be taken from the earth.  Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, one political nation will attack another political nation, and the kingdom of 
darkness will attack the kingdom of light.  And the result is that there will not be peace, and 
many will be slaughtered.  Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to bring peace on earth.  I came 
not to bring peace, but a sword.”  The idea that somehow world peace will be achieved before 
the second coming of Christ is a delusion.  Men will beat their swords into plowshares, and they 
will beat their spears into pruning hooks, and they will not learn war anymore, only after Jesus 
returns to the earth.  So the postmillennial idea of a golden age of peace before Christ returns is 
clearly false.  There will be wars, rumors of wars, nations rising against nations until Jesus 
returns. 

That brings us to the black horse, verses 5 and 6.  “5 And when he had opened the third seal, I 
heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on 
him had a pair of balances in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A 
measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the 
oil and the wine.” 

Now the black horse symbolizes famine.  It says in verse 5 that the rider carries a set of scales.  
Scales were used to weigh out food for sale, but this was something that was done only when 
food was very scarce.  When food was scarce, it was sold by exact weight because every grain of 
wheat was precious and valuable.  Under ordinary times, it was just sold by volume—buy a sack 
of wheat.  But now they’re weighing it out carefully in a balance.  Not one grain more than what 
you paid for.   

For example, when God threatens Israel for her disobedience, He says to Israel in 
Leviticus 26:26, “And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your 
bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and 
not be satisfied.”  Now when you pass food around the table, you don’t weigh out each person’s 
portion, do you, because there’s plenty and you can just put a gob here and a gob there, and a gob 
on everybody else’s plate, and everybody’s fine, right?  Imagine that you weighed each piece of 
bread and gave each person exact equal weights of bread because you wanted to be sure that it 
was fairly distributed among all the people at the table because there was so little of it.  And this 
is the idea.   

Notice verse 6.  It says, “And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of 
wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the 
wine.”  Now a measure of wheat, as it is spoken of in our passage, was a day’s ration for an 
adult.  So if you need, for example, 1500 calories a day to sustain yourself, a measure of wheat 
was 1500 calories, just by way of illustration.  He says, “for a penny.”  Now a penny in the 
original language is a denarius, and a denarius was full day’s wages for a worker.   
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So what verse 6 is saying is that one day’s worth of wheat costs one day’s worth of labor for one 
man who worked a whole day.  So you go out and work a whole day, you get one denarius.  That 
one denarius will only buy one day’s worth of wheat.  Now if you had a wife and a child that also 
needed to eat, you couldn’t afford wheat.  You had to purchase barley, a coarser, lesser grain, 
because a day’s wages would purchase a day’s ration of barley for three people—three measures, 
three days’ rations for a denarius of barley.   

The point is, people are barely able to buy enough to sustain their lives.  Food is scarce.  The 
price, therefore, is high, and bare subsistence is the condition of the people.  However, oil and 
wine are not affected by this condition of scarcity.  The meaning of this seems to be that there are 
plenty of the expensive goods available for the wealthy who eat well, even when the masses are 
barely subsisting.  The rich oppressor always has the finest food in abundance, but the 
downtrodden believer who will not participate in the idol-worshiping trade guilds or will not 
violate the sanctity of the Lord’s Day—they struggle to find the means to sustain themselves and 
their families.   

We should not, therefore, be surprised that between the first and the second coming of Christ, 
economic hardship and lack of material possessions should be the condition of the masses of 
people in general, and the condition of Christians in particular.  America is a true anomaly in the 
history of the world, with the relative abundance we have enjoyed in the last 70 years or so of 
our history.  And this may well not last, given the direction of our nation.   

Severely limited resources to meet basic survival needs has been the characteristic of the age, as 
the oppressors grind the faces of the poor and create economic and political and social structures 
that make it very difficult to meet the basic needs of life.  We see it going on in Venezuela right 
now.  We see it going on in African nations where there are famines repeatedly.  Human 
depravity, coupled with natural disasters and oppressive rulers have kept most people struggling 
just to live.  This is how it has been and this is how it will continue to be until the end of the age.  
Satan begrudges the people of the earth barely enough food to live so he can oppress them 
further.  You wonder why you struggle all your life with economic hardship.  Well here is why: 
the black horse.   

That leads us fourthly to the pale horse.  The pale horse is in verses 7 to 8.  It says, “7 And when 
he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8 And I 
looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” 

Now the pale horse clearly represents death and hell.  This is the destiny of every unsaved 
person, and unsaved people, of course, comprise the vast majority of people throughout the age.  
They die, and then they go to hell.  This death occurs by various means, some of which are listed.  
In verse 8, it talks about killing with a sword.  That’s death by violence, of whatever means.  It 
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talks about death by hunger.  That’s famine, which we just got done speaking of.  And then it 
says, “and with death.”  The idea there is that of death by natural causes—heart attacks, cancer.   

And then it talks about “and with the beasts of the earth.”  This would be things like plagues 
brought by animals—the Bubonic Plague, animal attacks, poisonous snakes, spiders, bacteria, 
viruses, and all of the harm and death that comes to people through the animal creation, from the 
lowest to the highest.  All these and more are the means whereby death comes to men.  And after 
death, damnation and hell.   

Now of course, believers are not exempt from death by these causes as well.  But hell, of course, 
is not their destiny.  They go to heaven when they die.  And we will see this as we study the fifth 
seal next week, and when we study chapter 7 in the future.  There, for the believer, though we 
too experience death, hell does not follow.  Heaven follows.  And to us, death is victory.  But to 
the wicked, death is defeat.   

When it says that power was given to Death and Hell over the fourth part of the earth, this simply 
means that at any point in time, only part of humanity will be dying while the rest will live on.  
In other words, humanity will not be wiped off the face of the earth by death, all at one time.  
Death can only take a portion of humanity at any point in history.  There will not be some global 
catastrophic event that will kill off the entire human race.  There will not be a nuclear war or an 
asteroid impact, or some kind of an uncontrollable biological plague, either natural or manmade, 
that will take out humanity.   

However, death will occur at a furious rate.  Over 200,000 people die around the globe every 
single day, and some days it’s a lot more.  Medical science will not be able to solve the problem 
of death.  They will not bring an end to mortality in this age through the advance of medical 
science.  The pale horse will not be turned back by medical research.  He will continue to ride 
until the end of the age.  Hell will be the destiny for those who defy the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Heaven will be the destiny of those who obey Him. 

That brings us, then, to the end of our message, and I just want to make three points to you by 
way of summary.  The first point I want to make to you is this: These four horsemen all exist in 
parallel with each other at the same time.  In other words, it’s not like the white horse shows up, 
and then after that the red horse, and after that the black horse, and after that the pale horse.  No, 
these horses are all riding together, simultaneously, all carrying out their mission at the same 
time.  Conquest, war, famine, and death will characterize the age in which live, and we will not 
escape them. 

When you look at the condition of humanity from the first coming of Christ until now, this has 
characterized the age.  It has been an age of evil conquest, horrible wars, terrible famine, and 
comprehensive death.  So don’t expect that somehow things are going to get better and better.  
They’re not.  These things will always characterize, in general, the world in which we live, not 
only in our time, but into the future, until Christ returns.   
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The second point I want to make is that Christ will use these evil works of Satan to execute His 
purposes in this age, and those purposes are two: First, to bring judgment on the wicked.  Now 
this conquest, this war, this famine, and this death, take a terrible toll on unsaved people.  In fact, 
unsaved people are the vast majority of the objects of the operation of these four horsemen.  But 
secondly, Christ will use these evil works of Satan to execute His purpose in this age to save and 
sanctify His people and build His kingdom.   

Now the Bible tells us in Acts chapter 9, we must through much tribulation enter into the 
Kingdom of God, but it is precisely by means of that tribulation that we do enter the Kingdom of 
God.  When you think about how you got saved and why you got saved, wasn’t it getting saved 
in a context of trouble, and because you had troubles, you sought the Lord, and the Lord used 
troubles to draw you to Himself?  Thank God for the horsemen, when Christ overrules their evil 
intent and uses them as instruments to save and sanctify His people in spite of themselves.   

So these four horsemen have a judicial purpose and they have a redemptive purpose.  They are 
loosed for the sake of judgment and they are loosed for the sake of purification.  And what the 
four horsemen do to the wicked, in terms of temporal and ultimate outcomes, is different than 
what they do to the righteous, in terms of their temporal and ultimate outcomes. 

Just for one example, Rome tyrannized the world—conquered the world through terrible wars.  
And yet what did they do?  Established a kingdom and a system of roads and a universal 
language that paved the way for the gospel to rapidly spread throughout the whole world.  
Roman roads and Greek language allowed the gospel to spread.  So while Satan was sending 
forth his people, conquering and to conquer, and you have these wicked Caesars, it’s providing 
an environment for the gospel to just explode and exponentially grow.   

The third point I want to make is that each of these four horsemen are explicitly under the control 
of Christ.  Each of them is given the ability to do what they achieve, and they are limited in their 
ability to achieve all that they want.  It says of the white horseman, he was given a crown by 
Jesus; the red horse went out and power was given to him; the black horse went out, and he was 
limited in what he could do—don’t let things get any worse than this, in terms of the food 
distribution.  And then of course, the pale horse was sent out and was told, Only a fourth of the 
earth—no more! 

So every one of these horses is explicitly under the control of Jesus Christ, and they are given by 
Jesus the ability to do what they achieve, and they are limited by Jesus in their ability to achieve 
what their wicked hearts want to accomplish.  Christ gives the power, and Christ gives the limits 
to these four horsemen.  He uses them as His agents to do His will, and just like it says in 
Genesis 50 and verse 20, these four horsemen mean it for evil, but Jesus means it for good, and 
He is working all things together for the good of His people, even though, as it says in Romans 8, 
they are “killed all the day long.”  Nothing will separate them from the love of Christ. 
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And so here you are.  You feel the heel of oppression on your neck.  You live under a government 
that is crushing your liberties, more and more.  And here we are involved in endless wars.  I 
mean, we just get done with one and another one starts up.  Now they’re thinking about going 
back to the Middle East and fighting a bunch more against ISIS.  And then there’s Russia sitting 
there on the other side of Syria saying, “Don’t come any closer.”   

And then of course—how many of you have fat checkbooks?  There’s economic oppression, isn’t 
there?  You struggle to make a living.  If you didn’t have to pay out all the money the 
government demands from you in terms of taxes, you’d have double what you’ve got.   

And then of course, there’s death.  And believers die.  Sweet, wonderful believers die.  And the 
wicked die.  We see the slaughter, for example, that took place in Orlando.  And you look at the 
chaos that’s going on in terms of this conquest and this war and this economic struggle, and then 
this death from all these diseases and accidents and animals and famine, and all these things.  
And you go, What is going on in this age?   

Well the answer is, Exactly what’s supposed to be going on.  Don’t think that somehow evil is 
out of control, Christ is gone, and the wicked are winning.  The four horsemen are riding, but 
they are doing precisely what Jesus allows them to do, and nothing more.  He puts evil on a 
leash.  He says, You may do this, you may do no more.  Through you, I will punish the wicked 
and cast them into hell, and through you, I will save and sanctify my people and bring them to 
heaven.  Because in the very next seal, where do we see those who died under the reign of the 
four horsemen?  They are sitting in heaven, conversing with the Lord Jesus.   

So everything’s going exactly the way it’s supposed to be going.  So you look around you, you 
read the newspaper, and you say, There go the four horsemen—and I see a leash on every one of 
them, held by Jesus Christ.  I see that this has always been the case, it always will be the case 
until He comes back, so I’m not going to chafe and think, If we just elect this guy, it’ll all get 
fixed.  I don’t care who you elect, the four horsemen ride and will always ride. 

That’s not to say we shouldn’t try to mitigate oppression and war and famine and death.  
Certainly, as Christians, we fight against all of those things, and well we should.  But let us not 
be deluded that somehow we’re going to eradicate them.  And let us not grieve over the fact that 
we are subject to them, but let us patiently and meekly bow before the will of Christ in 
unleashing these things, and recognize that He’s going to work them together for His redemptive 
purposes, for our salvation, for our sanctification, and for our good.  And just live with a spirit of 
contentment and peace and joy under it, knowing that the end of it will be glorious.   

Thus the patience and the faith of the saints.  Thus the disposition and the attitude of the 
overcomer, who will sit with Christ in His throne one day.  Well let us pray together.   

Our Father, we thank you for helping us to understand the age in which we live, the things that 
characterize it, why they’re there and what you’re doing through them.  And so, Father, we can 
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have a sense of peace, knowing that, yes, these things will occur; but, yes, they are under your 
control and operate by your permission, and thus are designed to bring you glory, to establish 
your kingdom, and to work together for the good of your people.  Lord, in that we find peace.  
Father, we cannot even hope to control these four forces that are at work, but we know the one 
who does control them, and in that we find our peace and joy and contentment.   

Help us, then, to be faithful in our generation.  Help us not to fall into these wickednesses 
ourselves and further them, but Father, help us to resist them and fight against them, and to seek 
to increase legitimate liberties; seek to pursue peace and be peacemakers; and seek to provide for 
ourselves and others abundantly; and seek to fight against death through good health practices 
and good medical practices; and seek to fight against hell as a destiny by preaching the gospel 
and holding out the hope of the fifth seal, which is the hope of heaven.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen.
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