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INTRO: There is a resurgent fascination in our culture today with the end of the world. The sci-fi industry is 
replete with movies depicting how and why the world might come to a halt. There are the well-known classics 
like Planet of the Apes, where human civilization is enslaved to clever primates. Back in 1959 Gregory Peck 
and Ava Gardner starred in On the Beach, where the rest of the world except Australia had been destroyed by 
nuclear war, and they figure out how to spend their last weeks before the disaster inevitably reaches them. The 
more recent Will Smith movie I am Legend blames it on a virus that turns most of humanity into vampires. This 
year Noah Wiley stars in Falling Skies, about aliens coming to harvest humans and take over the planet. I’m 
sure you won’t want to miss that. Interestingly, some of them involve time travel, like The Terminator with 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, or Bruce Willis’ movie 12 Monkeys, where the hero goes back in time to stop some 
potentially earth-ending catastrophe. In the Terminator’s case, the great threat was from sinister Robots. In 
Reign of Fire with Christian Bale and Matthew McConaughey, the menacing culprit is a species of dragons that 
have woken up hungry from a centuries-long slumber intent on burning the planet and eating the ashes. There 
are also the more apocalyptic, cosmic endings. One is When Worlds Collide, where we enter a collision course 
with a Giant gaseous planet that threatens to destroy the earth. And in 2009 John Cusack starred in the movie 
2012, with solar flares and other astronomical affairs drawing down the final curtain. 
 
If the movie industry is any indication, then our culture has an anxious suspicion that we will not go on like this 
forever. We do the daily grind, we live our lives as we please, assuming we are the masters of our own fate. But 
what if…? It’s as if we sense something is coming – an end, a reckoning, a great disaster – and we wonder if 
we’re prepared. And so we make movies about it to marvel at what a spectacle might be in store, to think about 
the moral dilemmas it might pose, to see some redemptive significance in it all. What might it be like, and how 
might we escape? There is a much older rendering of the end, and it comes with an authority that is foreign to 
Hollywood. It’s called The Olivet Discourse, a sermon given by Jesus on the Mount of Olives in Luke 21. It’s 
more about painting a picture and giving an impression than it is about photographic accuracy and pinpoints 
on timelines. But the main point is that God’s judgment is coming on all the earth, starting with His own 
people. Jesus shows us five aspects of God’s coming judgment: change, witness, vengeance, redemption, and 
self-watch. And as he does, he toggles between the illustration of Jerusalem’s destruction in 70AD, and the end 
of the world that will only come when Jesus Himself returns to judge the living and the dead. So in the Bible’s 
version, the end does not come with some sinister force that hates humanity. The end comes with Jesus, God 
incarnate, returning as righteous Judge to condemn all evil and redeem all those who will ever repent of their 
sins and believe in Him. That’s what’s different about the Bible’s vision of the end. It all ends not when evil 
prevails, but when Jesus prevails over all evil. And the take-home message is, watch yourselves. Stay awake. 
 
1.  CHANGE (21:5-11)
Destructive (21:5-6). The disciples are pointing out to Jesus the size of the temple’s stones and the beauty of 
its decorations. Josephus said some of the stones were 60 feet long, 7 feet high (Bock, IVPNTC, 335). This 
is not the temple built in Ezra’s day. This is Herod’s temple, an 84-year building project that would have 
dwarfed Solomon’s original temple. It was on the scale of the Egyptian pyramids. And Jesus says it’s coming 
down. “There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” That must have 
sounded cataclysmic to the disciples. What would have to happen for such a huge building to be destroyed? So 
they ask when these things will be, assuming that destruction of such a temple could only mean the end of the 
world. 
 
God’s judgment will involve destruction. The temple would be destroyed in 70AD under the Roman General 
Titus, and talking about the temple makes Jesus want to talk about Judgment Day. The temple’s destruction is 
a type of the judgment that’s coming on the whole world. The end of all things will not be a seamless transition 
from this world to the next. It will be cataclysmic. Biblical judgment follows a pattern. We see that pattern 
in the destruction of the temple. The way that Jesus treats the destruction of the temple as a type of universal 
judgment corrects the notion that this world will not somehow be destroyed.  If God did not hesitate to destroy 
His dwelling place in Shiloh, or Solomon’s temple, or the second temple, or even Herod’s temple, even though 



they all symbolized his dwelling place, then he will not hesitate to destroy creation to make all things new. 
Definitive (21:5-6). This destruction will also be definitive. What’s destroyed is the temple itself, the central 
symbol of Israel’s culture and worship. Without the temple, Israel lost its identity. The temple distinguished 
Israel from every other nation. It symbolized God’s presence and favor. But because of Israel’s sin, the temple 
would be destroyed, and with it any sense of Israel’s former privilege and false sense of security before God. 
God would bring a change that would re-define Israel. And if that judgment is a type of the one to come, then 
Judgment Day will re-define all humanity and the creation.  
 
Delayed (21:7-11). The change will also be delayed, and this delay applies both to the initial destruction of 
the temple and the final destruction of the world as God creates all things new. Jesus answers in v.8 that His 
disciples should not be deceived by those who claim to be Him or to speak for Him or to act in His name.  He 
anticipates war and upheaval, and then reassures them in v.9 that “these things must first take place, but the 
end will not be at once”. There would be about a 37 year delay between Jesus’ announcement of the temple’s 
demise, and its actual destruction in 70AD. That would be a time period of wars and turmoil. But the temple 
would not be destroyed within a week or two, and even its destruction would not mean an immediate end to the 
world. [Notice, by the way, that Jesus does speak of an “end” (teloj) not just a renewal.] 
 
In vv.10-11, Jesus warns them what the world would be like leading up to the temple’s destruction. “Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, and in various places 
famines and pestilence. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.” But the OT prophets warned 
that these same signs would accompany Jerusalem’s siege and exile in 586BC. Isa 29:6 “You will be visited 
by the Lord of hosts with thunder and with earthquake and great noise, with whirlwind and tempest, and the 
flame of a devouring fire” (cf. Jer 14:12; 21:9; 24:10; 27:8; 29:16-17; Ezek 6:11; 38:19-20; Amos 1:1; Matt 
27:54; Rev 6:8, 12). Joel 2:10 “The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are 
darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.” God had warned Judah in Jeremiah’s day “He who stays in 
this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence” (Jer 21:9). Famine and pestilence were results of 
sieges against cities. That’s what happened in Jeremiah’s day, that’s what Jesus is predicting, and that’s what 
happened to Jerusalem in 70AD.  Jesus describes the temple’s destruction in OT imagery.
 
Yet this would not be the last time that the earth would quake. At Jesus death in Matt 27:51, “the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split…and when the 
centurion…saw the earthquake and what took place, he said “Truly this was the Son of God.” But even that 
would not be the last earthquake. Acts 4:31, the Christians pray for Peter and “the whole place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” And again in the Great Day 
of the Lord would be preceded and accompanied by these destructive signs as well. Haggai 2:6 “Yet once 
more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory.” And that verse 
is quoted in Hebrews 12:26 of the great day of the Lord to come, “At that time his voice shook the earth, but 
now he has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens. This phrase, ‘yet once 
more,’ indicates the removal of things that are shaken, that is things that have been made – in order that the 
things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and aw, for our God is a consuming 
fire.” In other words, the whole age from Jesus on will be marked by these judgment signs. 
 
We see all these things in our world today – wars, earthquakes, famines, diseases, terrors. God’s judgments and 
warnings are still following the pattern. None of this means that we can ever know exactly when the end will 
come. But it does mean that we know what age we’re living in. We’re living in the end times now, and these 
judgment signs will happen with increasing frequency until Jesus returns. What do we do with these signs? We 
don’t panic, and we don’t predict. Jesus says in v.9. When you hear of these things, “don’t be terrified.” These 
are all part of the plan, they must happen, Jesus says, by divine necessity. God controls them. But God has not 
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revealed the specific timing. Instead of panicking or predicting, we should let these signs drive us to holiness, 
to repentance from sin, to fear of the Lord, to expectation of Jesus’ return for judgment, to hiding ourselves in 
the blood and righteousness of Jesus, to serving the purposes of Jesus in this world until He comes. We worship 
Him, we proclaim the gospel, we serve in the context of the local church, we make disciples of all nations until 
He returns, and we make sure that we ourselves are ready for His coming by trusting in Jesus and being eager 
for holiness and good works. In short, we bear witness, which leads us to our second point. 
 
2.  WITNESS 21:12-19
Persecution (21:12). Before all those signs would begin happening in Jesus’ day, He says in v.12 that His own 
disciples would be persecuted. Jesus is still talking about the destruction of the temple, because he says “before 
all this” in v.12. Before all these signs in His own day, his followers would first be hauled into both civil and 
religious courts on all sorts of trumped up charges. Yet again, because we’re dealing with an ongoing pattern, 
Jesus’ followers today can expect the same kind of mistreatment, even from those who think of themselves as 
spiritual leaders. So friend, if you’re thinking of becoming a Christian, we want to encourage you to do it. It 
is so worth it, you will never regret it. But count the cost. Becoming a Christian is not a hall pass for avoiding 
hardship. You will suffer, and there is a fellowship in that suffering, and knowing Jesus in the fellowship of His 
sufferings is better than the ease of the American dream. But you will be mistreated just like all true Christians 
have. So know that it’s worth it; but count the cost before you do.
 
Opportunity (21:13-15). Our witness for Jesus also involves opportunity there in v.13. “This will be your 
opportunity to bear witness.” Christian suffering is the platform for Christian speaking. It’s not that we seek 
suffering out. If we’re living as Christians in a non-Christian world, suffering will just happen, and it will very 
often be that our suffering for Christ will provide the opportunity to suffer like Christ and even speak for Him. 
Yet even as we’re speaking for Him, He says in v.14 that He’s the one speaking through us. “Settle it therefore 
in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none 
of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.” This is not an excuse for intellectual laziness. We 
should all be studying our Bibles. We should know Scripture. In the original context, Jesus is saying that his 
disciples shouldn’t try to anticipate every scenario when they get prosecuted. “If they say this, should I say this, 
or that?” No. They were to trust that Jesus would give them the right words at the right time. Jesus says “I will 
give you a mouth and wisdom.” That’s an implicit claim to divinity. 
 
This promise did not mean that the early Christians would win every argument or be acquitted on every 
charge. It simply meant that Jesus would provide the right words in the right moment. This idea of suffering as 
opportunity to witness negates our natural thoughts about evangelism. Jesus says that opposition to the gospel is 
an opportunity for the gospel. So Christian, when you find yourself opposed in the gospel at work or at school 
or in your neighborhood, pray that God would give you an opportunity to speak the gospel. 
 
Endurance (21:16-19). And because witness involves persecution, it requires endurance. We’ll be hated, 
resented, ridiculed, and betrayed. But Jesus says in v.18 “not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance 
you will gain your lives.” Again, this is not to say that they would be unharmed. But ultimately, no Christian 
will lose anything eternally. And even as we encounter suffering in this life, Jesus gives us grace in the moment 
to endure it. We all fear suffering before it comes, and we wonder if we’d be found faithful. But the truth is 
that we will find Jesus faithful on the day we suffer. He will give us all the grace we need to endure hardship, 
to obey God, and to speak the Gospel. And this admonition to endurance means we have to take a longer-term 
perspective on faithfulness. Love for the lost is a low-octane fuel for endurance in the Christian life, because 
the lost will betray you. The motive of our endurance has to be clean, high-octane love for God and loyalty to 
Jesus. And when Jesus says “by your endurance you will gain your lives,” he’s not saying we have to earn our 
salvation. What he’s saying is that a faith that saves will produce loyalty to Jesus. Paul says in 2Tim 2:12 “if 
we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us.” To be saved by Jesus is to believe 
in Him in a way that produces a loyal and enduring witness to Him, whatever the cost. Saving faith is enduring 

Page | 3 
 



faith. Saving faith is faithful to Jesus, even when it costs us. 
3.  VENGEANCE (21:20-24)
Desolation (21:20-21). Jesus now returns to using language specific to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple. And his counsel is to get out of the city, because the siege of the city will lead to inhumane suffering. 
The Romans would be merciless, and the reason was that they would be the instruments of God’s vengeance 
on Israel’s continued self-righteousness, false-security, and unbelief. Jesus says this outright in v.22. Stay out 
of the city, “for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.” It’s not just the vengeance of the 
Roman army. It’s the vengeance and wrath of God Himself, against the people who were called by His name. 
We see that again in v.23, “There will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people.” The 
desolation by the Roman army is no oversight of divine providence. God purposely sent the Roman army to 
execute His vengeance. That illustrates God’s sovereignty over the nations. And it fits a pattern. God had used 
the Assyrian’s in Isaiah’s day to haul Israel into exile. And God had used Babylon in Jeremiah’s day to haul 
Judah into exile. And now it was Rome’s turn, which reminds us that a nation does not have to believe in God 
or act morally in order to serve God’s sovereign purposes. Yet if the destruction of the temple was an act of 
God’s vengeance, then how much more will the Day of Judgment that’s coming be a day of God’s vengeance? 
The temple’s destruction is a warning of a greater judgment to come. 
 
Fulfillment (21:22). But the temple’s destruction doesn’t just look forward; it looks back, “to fulfill all that 
is written,” Jesus says. Written where? Well, written in Jesus’ Bible, the Old Testament. But where was the 
destruction of the temple spoken of the OT? Let’s turn together to Daniel 9:26 “After the sixty-two weeks, an 
anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are 
decreed.” That is a prophecy about Jesus as the anointed one being cut off in the crucifixion, and the army 
of Titus shortly thereafter destroying both Jerusalem and the temple. It can’t just about Antiochus Epiphanes 
desecrating the temple in 164BC, because Antiochus neither destroyed the city or the sanctuary; but Titus did 
both in 70AD. And the word Jesus uses for Jerusalem’s “desolation” in Luke 21:20 is evrh,mwsij, the same 
word for desolation used 3 times in the Greek version of Daniel 9:26-27. Jesus sees Daniel 9 fulfilled in the 
destruction of Jerusalem and its temple that would come in 70AD.  
 
This becomes even clearer when we understand Daniel’s seventy weeks rightly. [SLOWLY] God told Daniel 
in Dan 9:24 “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put 
an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, 
and to anoint a most holy one. Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore 
and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two 
weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. And after the sixty-two weeks [i.e., 
during the last week], an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing.  And the people of the prince who 
is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.”  
 
Now, stay with me. The seventy weeks in Daniel 9:24 is not a random number. It’s built on the Sabbatical 
pattern of Lev 25:8. You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the 
seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years. On the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet 
throughout all your land. And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land 
to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you.” Seven weeks of years is 49 years. In Daniel, seventy weeks 
is 490 years. God is reminding Daniel of the jubilee pattern, and He’s telling Daniel that the ultimate Jubilee 
is coming. That ultimate Jubilee in Dan 9 will accomplish some lofty goals – finishing transgression, ending 
sin, atoning for iniquity, bringing everlasting righteousness, ending prophecy, and an anointing. But who could 
possibly accomplish those things? Only the Messiah could end sin and atone for iniquity. Only He could bring 
in everlasting righteousness and function as the last of the prophets and be anointed as king. Only He could 
bring the Jubilee. Isaiah had prophesied this to be the Suffering Servant’s role in Isaiah 61, “The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, he has sent me to 
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bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God….” And when Jesus 
enters the synagogue in Luke 4 and they hand him the scroll, where does He purposely turn? He turns to that 
specific passage in Isaiah 61, quotes it, and as every eye is fixed on Him, He says, “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” Today, at His first advent, right after He is anointed with the Holy Spirit at His 
baptism, the year of Jubilee is announced and fulfilled by the anointed prince of Daniel 9, who is the Suffering 
Servant of Isa 61. Jesus brought the Jubilee. He is the Jubilee. His death ripped the veil of the temple in two so 
that sacrifice and offering would be put to an end by fulfilling their meaning in His death and so rendering them 
superfluous. And soon after, the temple would be desolated in 70AD, both because it had fallen under God’s 
judgment, and because it was no longer needed. Jesus would now be the new temple – priest, sacrifice, and 
temple. He is the new meeting place between God and man (Riddlebarger, 149-156; LaRondelle,  170-185).  
 
4.  REDEMPTION (LUKE 21:25-33)
Redeemed from fear (21:25-28). The angle begins to widen from Israel to the whole world in v.26 when Jesus 
says that people will fear “what is coming on the world.” The word for world there is oivkoume,nh|, where we 
get our word ecumenical or world-wide. So from v.25 on, the focus is less on the temple’s destruction and more 
on God’s judgment of the world. The cosmic imagery can be confusing. Some interpreters take it literally, so 
that the only time this kind of thing would be seen would be the actual return of the Lord at His second coming. 
But even this imagery is from the OT. So in Isa 13:10, it says of Babylon “the stars of the heavens and their 
constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. It’s 
the Babylonian political powers that are going to fall like stars from the sky (cf.24:23; 34:4). The same thing 
is said of Egypt in Ezek 32:7, “I will cover the heavens and make their stars dark; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon shall not give its light. All the bright lights of heaven I will make dark over you...declares 
the Lord God.”  God even says such things about judging Israel herself in Amos 8:9 “I will make the sun go 
down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.” Cosmic catastrophe is how God speaks of His judgment. 
So if we take our cues from the OT, then “Jesus is not predicting that strange astronomical events will occur; 
he’s predicting the judgment of God on the […nations]” (France, Jesus, 233-234). 
 
But then we get the Joel 2:30, “I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns 
of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the 
Lord comes,” and the apostles quote that on Pentecost in Acts 2, right after everyone starts speaking in tongues. 
Peter says “this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel, “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…And I 
will show wonders in the heave above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the  moon to blood.” So this cosmic language isn’t to be taken literally. 
It’s vivid language to describe massive shifts in history as God unfolds His plan of salvation. It’s instability, 
upheaval language. Yet look at what the reaction of Jesus’ disciples is to be in v.28. “Now when these things 
begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is near.”   We are redeemed 
from fearing the end of the world, because we know that the end of this world is the beginning of the next. 
 
But it’s not just redemption from fear; it’s redemption from what causes that fear – God’s coming judgment 
on the world for our sin and rebellion against Him. For those of us who are trusting in Jesus’ death to cover 
our sins, and trusting in His good works and not our own for our salvation, God’s judgment for our sins has 
already been meted out on Jesus, and there’s none left for us to endure. The end will bring our rescue from the 
remaining vestiges of our sin and its power. Instead of ducking for cover, it’s time for us to raise our heads. 
Christians do not need to fear the end. We should be eager for it.
 
Redeemed to glory (21:29-33). Not only are we redeemed from something. Those who trust their souls to Jesus 
are saved to something. We’re redeemed from fear and the judgment of God, and we’re redeemed into the 
Kingdom of God. Jesus says in v.31 “When you see all these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near.” We are freed not for self-rule, but for obedient citizenship in God’s kingdom. All of human 
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history is moving toward a cataclysmic end that will result in the final defeat of all evil, the destruction of all 
God’s enemies, and the consummation of God’s righteous reign over His new people in the new creation. 
That’s what the end of the world means…. Now, maybe you’re listening to all this as a skeptic and you’re 
saying, “Really? You guys believe that? That’s pretty bizarre compared to what I believe. I just believe we die 
and don’t exist anymore. And that’s really the best thing to believe, because that way I can be my own king, 
live my own life, and not worry about the end. That’s how I handle it, real simple.” But think it through for a 
minute. Any worldview has to answer three fundamental questions. What’s the nature of the religious ultimate – 
God or the equivalent. What’s the nature of the human predicament – why aren’t we as good as we sense we 
should be? And what’s the solution to the human predicament – how do we fix what’s wrong? Biblical 
Christianity has the best answers to those questions – answers that neither sugar-coat reality nor leave us 
hopeless or helpless. The hard reality is that God is personal, He is our creator, He is our judge, and He is holy – 
completely other, transcendent, and separate from sin., Humanity is sinful. We’ve rebelled against God’s law 
and against God’s love. We’ve tried to define right and wrong for ourselves, out from under his righteous rule 
over us. We’re traitors against His kingdom. We’ve committed treason against the King, and He is angry at us 
for it, so angry that He would send us to hell forever, because we have offended so seriously against His serious 
majesty and his holy love. To believe anything less is to sugar-coating reality and to use your own worldview as 
a crutch to limp through life while you ignore the real problem. But the good news is that God the Father sent 
His only Son Jesus Christ to live the sinless life we should have lived and to die the death we should have died. 
And God raised Jesus from the dead 3 days later to vindicate His perfect obedience and to crown Him king of 
God’s Kingdom. And if we repent of our sinful treason against God and entrust our souls to Jesus as the one 
who atoned for our sins, then we can be reconciled to the king, acquitted of our treason, and restored to full 
citizenship in His kingdom. That’s the good news of Christianity. It neither sugar-coats reality, nor does it leave 
you helpless. The only thing not to like, from a sinful perspective, is that it doesn’t leave you in control. 
 
But then Jesus says sin v.32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place.” 
Now what could that mean? Well, it’s one of the hardest phrases to figure out in all of Scripture, so I’m not 
sure I can give the definitive answer. The reason it’s hard is that Jesus says “this generation” will see “all” take 
place. So, either you have to say that “this generation” is a figure of speech for all sinful humanity, in which 
case the word “this” gets shortchanged. Or you have to say that “all” doesn’t really mean all, which isn’t very 
satisfying either. So what are we left with? The temple won’t be destroyed for another 40 years, so it’s hard 
to figure that most of the current generation would be around to see that. And Jesus clearly doesn’t think that 
the end of the world will happen before the current generation is out. So what exactly is it that the current 
generation will see? The best answer I know of is that Jesus’ own generation will see His crucifixion as the 
definitive judgment of God that announces both the judgment of the temple and the Great Day of the Lord at the 
end of time. In Jesus’ death, they would be able to see all of God’s purposes for the future, telescoped into one 
person on one day. The “these things” in v.31 refer at least in part to the signs in the sun, moon, and stars from 
v.25. And at Jesus’ death just a few days later, from 3-6 in the afternoon, Luke 23:45 says that the sun’s light 
failed, and during that time the curtain of the temple was torn in two. So Jesus’ crucifixion was accompanied 
by both cosmic signs and a sign of the temple’s demise. And at Pentecost, which would only be about 55 days 
later, Peter would quote the cosmic upheaval of Joel 2:28 to describe what was happening at the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit – “the sun turned to darkness and the moon to blood.” And all this anticipates eternity in Rev 
21:23 where the New Jerusalem “has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the lamb.” So in Luke 21, with the prophetic perspective crunching both the temple’s judgment 
and the end of the world together, it seems like that same prophetic perspective is now compressing the whole 
future of God’s plan into the singular moment of the cross. And so, if history is moving toward this cataclysmic 
end, we should watch ourselves to make sure we’re ready for it.
 
5.  WATCHFULNESS (LUKE 21:34-38)
Now notice, the application Jesus draws in v.34 is not “watch for these signs,” or “watch political events in 
the middle east,” or “draw a timetable,” or “try to predict the exact timing of the end.” The great application 
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is “watch yourselves.” Don’t let your heart become weighed down with dissipation, which is self-indulgence. 
Drunkenness is a waste. Most of us in this room don’t struggle with that, but you can get just as drunk on 
the pleasures and routines and cares of life. Don’t let your heart become lethargic and sluggish with the 
amusements and acquisitions and concerns of this world. It is so easy to become weighed down with the affairs 
and concerns of daily life. Work, eat, shop, save, exercise, relax, sleep…. We can get so preoccupied with daily 
life – paying the bills, parenting the kids, promoting your career, padding the retirement account – that we can 
convince ourselves that retirement to enjoy the grandkids is the long-term. Stay awake, Christian! Eternity is the 
long term. The cares and affairs of this world, the entertainments and amusements and goals and pursuits of this 
life, will make you spiritually lethargic. You may feel energized and up for the things of this world, but when 
it comes to spiritual vitality and energy for the word and purposes of God, worldliness makes you dead weight. 
No time or energy for prayer, no appetite for God’s word during the week, no hunger for holiness, no priority 
for personal evangelism, no desire to serve the local church, no concern that Jesus might come at any moment. 
Worldliness is like eating mostly cotton candy, snickers bars, potato chips, peanut butter, and Pepsi. You don’t 
fix that diet by eating an apple once a week. If that’s your diet, you will feel lethargic, tired, sluggish, slow, 
heavy, and apathetic. All you feel like doing is laying around. Jesus said in v.28 that when these things take 
place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. Worldliness will make you 
so sluggish that when the Son of Man comes, you won’t even feel like getting out of your chair, because you 
like yourself and the world just as it is. The Day of the Lord is for our redemption, our release, or freedom. . But 
if you let yourself get weighed down with worldly-mindedness, then that day will be the opposite; it will come 
on you like a trap. We live in a global culture of amusement and distraction and self-indulgence, and Satan 
loves it that way. Pray for strength to escape it. The adversary wants nothing more than for us to be preoccupied 
with hearth and home, career, car and computer, iPhone, iPod and iPad. Watch yourself, friend, and “pray for 
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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