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Song of Songs 6:4-7:10 “Holy Beauty”     June 15, 2014 

 

There’s an easy part and a hard part to our passage. 

 

The easy part is that the Beloved is speaking to his Bride. 

 He is delighting in her. 

 He is enjoying her – 

  and he is telling her so in language that rejoices her heart. 

 So the easy part is for me to say: 

  husband, you need to be like this to your wife! 

  You should be entranced by her beauty – 

   she is your standard by which beauty is measured! 

 

That’s the easy part. 

 

The hard part is that this is written down for us. 

 We are called to listen to his pillow talk – 

  and thus to rejoice in his delight in her beauty. 

 

I realize that sometimes the Song of Songs can be hard for singles. 

 But in fact, given that the Song is sung from the Bride to her friends, 

  I think that the Song is actually designed for singles to hear. 

 

 The refrain – “I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem,  

that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases” –  

 suggests an application of waiting for love-making until marriage. 

 

But how do you wait? 

The point is not that you just need to suck it up and “hang on” until you get married! 

Rather, you are called to rejoice in the love-making going on around you. 

 

When you look at my wife, you shall not covet. 

 You should not desire her for yourself. 

 But when you see her beauty – 

  and especially when you see how I am smitten by her beauty – 

  you ought to rejoice and delight in my love for her. 

 

And, when you see a husband who is not smitten by his wife, 

 you should stir him up to love and good deeds, 

  so that you can rejoice and delight in his love for his wife! 

 

Because, quite frankly, a husband who is not smitten by his wife 

 is sinning grievously – not only against his wife, but against the whole body of Christ! 

  against you!! 

If you cannot enter into his joy and delight –  

then he is depriving you of the ability to share in his glory. 
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I want to giggle over how cute you two are together! 

  

 

As we’ve seen, Proverbs 1-9 is a father speaking to his son. 

 The Song of Songs is a Bride speaking to her friends. 

 

In chapter 1-3, the Bride was the main speaker, speaking to her friends about her Beloved. 

 (including a few moments where she speaks directly to him). 

In chapter 4, the Beloved speaks directly to the Bride. 

In chapter 5, the Bride again speaks to the daughters of Jerusalem about her Beloved. 

Now in chapters 6-7, the Beloved will speak to his Bride again. 

 

Only at the end of chapter 7, does the Bride finally speak directly to her Beloved! 

 

1. “Awesome as an Army with Banners”: the Beauty of the Bride (6:4-10) 

 a. A Tale of Two Cities (v4-7) 

He 
4 

You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, 

    lovely as Jerusalem, 

    awesome as an army with banners. 
5 

Turn away your eyes from me, 

    for they overwhelm me— 

Your hair is like a flock of goats 

    leaping down the slopes of Gilead. 
6 

Your teeth are like a flock of ewes 

    that have come up from the washing; 

all of them bear twins; 

    not one among them has lost its young. 
7 

Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate 

    behind your veil. 

 

“You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, lovely as Jerusalem.” 

 If you are not yet convinced that the Song is about the Lord’s love for Israel, 

  verse 4 should help convince you. 

 Tirzah was the capital city of the northern kingdom of Israel 

  under Jeroboam – the one who revolted against Rehoboam, 

   the son of Solomon. 

  

And here the Beloved declares that his Bride is beautiful as Tirzah and Jerusalem together! 

 Awesome as an army with banners. 

  The Lord loves his people. 

 But he asks her to turn away her eyes from him, 

  because they overwhelm him. 

 If you use this verb in a military context, 

  it means that they “overwhelm” you in battle. 
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If that seems unworthy of God, 

 remember what God the Son said in Matthew 23, 

  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 

   how often I have longed to gather your children together, 

   as a hen gathers her chicks under her wing – but you would not.” 

 

The rest of verses 5-7 resemble the picture in chapter 4. 

 The Lord still loves his divided people. 

 And in his eyes, she is not divided! 

 She is unique! 

 

b. The Uniqueness of the Bride (v8-9) 
8 

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, 

    and virgins without number. 
9 

My dove, my perfect one, is the only one, 

    the only one of her mother, 

    pure to her who bore her. 

The young women saw her and called her blessed; 

    the queens and concubines also, and they praised her. 

 

In verses 8-9 the Beloved views his Bride in the company of other women. 

 Watch how he does this! 

 

60 queens 

80 concubines 

virgins without number 

 

This is the royal harem. 

We are talking about the most beautiful women in the world. 

 But “my dove, my perfect one, is the only one” – 

  and not just to “her mother” (obviously, her mother would think so!), 

  but to all the young women – even the queens and the concubines! 

 

Everyone thinks that my wife is the most beautiful woman in the world! 

 Whoa!  

 What does it say? 

 They blessed her – they praised her – 

  but it doesn’t say that they thought  

she was the most beautiful woman in the world! 

  

Okay.  

 We’ve got to talk about this. 

 What about the guy who says, “I just don’t find my wife attractive”? 

 

First, stop watching porn. 



 4

 Just stop! 

 But that’s only the external action. 

 At the root of your problem is what’s going on inside. 

  You need your internal standard of beauty to be fixed on your wife. 

  Or rather, to be fixed on Jesus – 

   because it’s only when you see the beauty of Jesus  

    and his love for you, 

   that you can find your wife to be truly beautiful. 

 

 What I love about the descriptions in the Song of Songs 

  is that you can’t really identify the “body type” of the Bride. 

 Is she tall? 

 Is she short? 

 Long legs? or short? 

 Round? Chubby? Slender? 

 

You are called to enjoy and delight in your Bride in all her glorious uniqueness! 

 

 There are men whose standard of beauty has become so twisted 

  that they constantly compare their wives to other women. 

 Notice the difference here. 

  

 The Beloved knows full well that there are other women – 

  beautiful women! 

 But “my dove, my perfect one, is the only one.” 

 

 There is no comparison. 

 Notice what he says! 

  The young women saw her and called her blessed. 

  The queens and concubines also, and they praised her. 

 

The Bride has often spoken to her friends. 

 Now we find out what the Beloved thinks of them. 

 He rejoices that they delight in her. 

 

 Women, I love it when you praise my wife. 

 You should be praising and blessing one another. 

   

 

 c. The Glory of the Moon and Sun (v10) 
10 

“Who is this who looks down like the dawn, 

    beautiful as the moon, bright as the sun, 

    awesome as an army with banners?” 

 

Verse 10 then concludes this description of the Bride, 

 with more language that connects to the picture of Israel/Zion. 
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In many ancient cultures, the sun and moon were worshiped as gods. 

 In the OT, references to the sun and moon  

  generally either involve a condemnation of idolatry, 

  or refer to the way in which the sun and moon serve in the natural order. 

The exception is in Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37, where the moon, sun, and 11 stars,  

represent Israel bowing down to Joseph. 

And in Revelation 12, that same picture is used of the heavenly city – 

 the Bride of the Lamb. 

 

It’s worth pointing out that the Beloved views his Bride as more than just a pretty face. 

 She is worth comparing to the heavenly bodies – 

  the sun and moon. 

 

 Remember, all through the OT there are condemnations of sun and moon worship! 

 Yet the Beloved compares his Bride to the sun and moon.  

 

 She is awesome as an army with banners. 

  

There is a reason why there is no feminine divinity in the Bible. 

 And the reason is you. 

 The reason is the church – the people of God – his Bride – his one and only! 

 

God has reserved for you the place of glorious, beautiful intimacy. 

  

Robert Jenson points out that the fascination and awe  

in which male and female seem to hold each other 

  is rooted in our being created in God’s image. 

 

After all, God seems to have a certain fascination with us. 

 And the mystery of our sexual union  

  reflects the mystery of the union of God and his people. 

 

And when we see this, our second poem, in verses 11-13, makes more sense: 

2. Looking At or With the Shulammite (6:11-13) 

She 
11 

I went down to the nut orchard 

    to look at the blossoms of the valley, 

to see whether the vines had budded, 

    whether the pomegranates were in bloom. 
12 

Before I was aware, my desire set me 

    among the chariots of my kinsman, a prince.
[b]

 

 

Because now she speaks again. 

 She’s down in the orchard, looking at the blossoms to see whether the vines had budded, 

  whether the pomegranates were in bloom, 
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 when suddenly her desire sets her among the chariots of Amminadab. 

 

There are three men named Amminadab in the Bible, 

 but none of them seem to work well here, 

so we may just need to accept the fact that this is obscure! 

 

But the fact that she is among the chariots  

may explain why we now hear male voices calling her name: 

 

Others 
13 [c]

 Return, return, O Shulammite, 

    return, return, that we may look upon you. 

 

Who is the Shulammite? 

 Various suggestions have been made. 

  Some say that she is the “Shunammite” girl whom David took in his old age. 

  Others say that she is some unknown girl from an unknown town of Shulam. 

 But it makes more sense to see this as a feminine form of “Solomon.” 

 

Just as Solomon is the ideal man – the great king – 

 so also the Shulammite is the ideal queen. 

 

And this also helps us make sense of the poem! 

 The charioteers – the army of Israel – wants the Shulammite to return. 

 We long for the Bride of the Beloved to return. 

 We long to see your churches full – as the old hymn says. 

 We want to behold the beauty of the Bride! 

 

But the Beloved replies: 

 

He 

Why should you look upon the Shulammite, 

    as upon a dance before two armies? 

 

Two armies? 

 The word translated two armies is “mahanaim” – 

  which means “two camps” or “two armies” – 

  and was first used in Genesis 32, when Jacob divided his wives, sons, and herds 

   into two camps. 

 It is more famous as the place where Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, 

  set up his camp against David (when Israel was divided into “two camps”). 

 And again it is where David fled when Absalom rebelled against him 

  (and Israel was divided into “two camps”). 

  

Given the division of Israel seen in 6:4 – Tirzah and Jerusalem – 

 the reference in 6:13 to the dance before two armies – 



 7

  or the Dance of Mahanaim – 

   reminds us that God is a jealous God. 

He does not want us to try to displace him in the affections of his Bride! 

 

I am not Jesus. 

I am not the Holy Spirit. 

 

I cannot make babies with you! 

  

Rather, Jesus makes babies with us! 

 We – together as his bride – make wild and passionate love with Jesus! 

 

3. The Beauty of the Shulammite (7:1-10) 

 a. Pure Beauty (v1-5) 
7 How beautiful are your feet in sandals, 

    O noble daughter! 

Your rounded thighs are like jewels, 

    the work of a master hand. 
2 

Your navel is a rounded bowl 

    that never lacks mixed wine. 

Your belly is a heap of wheat, 

    encircled with lilies. 
3 

Your two breasts are like two fawns, 

    twins of a gazelle. 
4 

Your neck is like an ivory tower. 

Your eyes are pools in Heshbon, 

    by the gate of Bath-rabbim. 

Your nose is like a tower of Lebanon, 

    which looks toward Damascus. 
5 

Your head crowns you like Carmel, 

    and your flowing locks are like purple; 

    a king is held captive in the tresses. 

 

As the Beloved describes his Bride again, 

 he speaks directly to her. 

 

He starts with her feet – in sandals – and works his way up in ten steps! 

 Feet, thighs, navel, belly, breasts, neck, eyes, nose, head, hair – 

  he is enthralled with her beauty – 

  held captive in her tresses. 

 

This is how God sees you. 

 “The Lord’s vision of his people is eschatological” – 

  it is not that “love is blind” – 

  but rather that love is eschatological. 

 Love sees by faith  
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  that which will one day be made manifest to all. 

 

How often have you seen someone get married  

 and you think, “what does she in him?”  

  “What is he thinking?” 

 And sometimes, she saw something in him that was really there – 

  and by God’s grace he becomes more of the man God called him to be. 

 But sometimes, she saw something in him that wasn’t really there – 

  a mirage, perhaps, or a lie. 

 

But God sees you as a gorgeous Bride – and he wants to make babies with you! 

 

The image of God is beautiful. 

 Last time we heard the Bride describing her Beloved in the same sort of language. 

 It’s not just female beauty – but human beauty  

  (and therefore all created beauty) – 

   that shows forth the glory and beauty of God. 

 

As Douglas Sean O’Donnell puts it, 

 “the second person of the Trinity didn’t become a stone, a plant, or a donkey. 

 He didn’t become a penguin or a petunia. 

 He didn’t become wind or water. 

 He didn’t become the North Star or a black hole. 

 He became a man. 

 And ironically, the most amazing part of the incarnation was that the Lord would die, 

  that he who ‘had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

   and no beauty that we should desire him’ (Isaiah 53:2) 

  was so ‘beautiful and glorious’ (Isaiah 4:2) upon that tree. 

 Yes, ‘behold the king in his beauty’ (Isaiah 33:17)! 

 ‘How great is…his beauty!’ (Zechariah 9:17), 

  a marred beauty that has made many marred sinners beautiful  

through faith in him.” (p103) 

 

And in verses 6-9 we hear of his delight in us: 

 b. Pure Delight (v6-9a) 
6 

How beautiful and pleasant you are, 

    O loved one, with all your delights!
[e]

 
7 

Your stature is like a palm tree, 

    and your breasts are like its clusters. 
8 

I say I will climb the palm tree 

    and lay hold of its fruit. 

Oh may your breasts be like clusters of the vine, 

    and the scent of your breath like apples, 
9 

and your mouth
[f]

 like the best wine. 

 

So far, he has always spoken of the beauty of her body – 
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 now he speaks of the beauty of her delights – 

  namely, what her body does to him. 

 

Palm tree in Hebrew is “Tamar” 

 (the woman whom Judah took for his son’s wife). 

Here the Beloved wants to climb his Tamar and lay hold of its fruit. 

 

Tasting and eating throughout the Song have strong euphemistic overtones. 

 

If married love-making is holy – 

 and I do believe that it is – 

  then it is only holy because it reflects something about God. 

 

God wants you. 

 There is no greater passion than the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  who wanted you so much 

   that he climbed the tree, 

  and laid hold of its fruit, 

   uniting us to himself in his death  

   so that he might also unite us to himself in his resurrection. 

 

“In sexual union, lover and beloved enter each other and are, as Genesis put it, 

 “one flesh,” that is, one creature.” (Jenson, 79) 

 

 

 c. “I Am My Beloved’s, and His Desire Is for Me” (v9b-10) 

She 

It goes down smoothly for my beloved, 

    gliding over lips and teeth.
[g]

 
10 

I am my beloved's, 

    and his desire is for me. 

 

The Bride comments on her Beloved’s joy in verses 9b-10. 

 

“his desire is for me” is the same phrase used in Genesis 3:16, 

when God says to the woman that “your desire shall be for your husband, 

and he shall rule over you” 

 

But now, using the language of Eden, there is a garden of delight – 

 a garden where the curse is lifted and love-making becomes what it should be. 

 

That’s why we need to see this as the Song of Songs – 

 with the King of Kings, and the Holy of Holies. 

 

 

 


