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Proverbs 17: 6 and 22: 6; “A Father – The Glory of his Children”,   
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on June 19th, 2011, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 

This morning we want to honor fathers among us.  In Deuteronomy Chapter 5, verse 16 it says, 
“Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, that your days 
may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you.”  
As children we honor our father because God commands it, and we want to please God and live 
to be an older person.  We honor our father not just one day a year, but should honor him all the 
days of his life.  But we must ask, are there other reasons that we should honor our father?  I 
would say that we honor our father, hopefully, because we remember that he has loved us and 
cared for us for as long as we can remember.  And if he is a Christian man, we would want to 
honor him because of his godly teaching and example to us.  I think that most of us understand 
that honor should be given to those who deserve it.   
       In Romans Chapter 12, verse 7, we are commanded to “Render to all their due: taxes to 
whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.”  So 
when we honor those whom we are commanded to honor, at the very least outwardly, we honor 
governors and kings and people in political power out of respect for their authority, or their 
office, because it is what God would have us to do.  We may not agree with them, or with their 
decisions or policies, yet we should have a respect for properly constituted authority in 
government.   We pray for good government and for men who hold those positions to make wise 
decisions.  We realize that some whom we will honor, really may not be as wise as we think that 
they should be.  And we also understand that we cannot honor fools.   Proverbs Chapter 26, 
verse 1 says, “As snow in summer and rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.”  It says in 
Proverbs Chapter 26, verse 8, “Like one who binds a stone in a sling is he who gives honor to a 
fool.”  In other words, nothing will be accomplished for good when a stone is “bound” in a sling.  
No, when we speak of honoring fathers here this morning, we are aiming to honor those godly 
men who have tried to be wise and holy in the way that they have governed their family.  They 
are those men who have lived their lives to God, first and foremostly, and they have attempted 
by the grace of God to order the way of their family aright as well; that God might be honored 
and glorified by all their family members.  So this morning we want to think about Fathers being 
the glory of their children.  1st of all – Fathers are the glory of their children when they train 
them up in the way that they should go.  2nd – Fathers are the glory of their children when they 
hold them to that training.  And then 3rdly – Fathers are the glory of the their children when 
their children grow up and do not depart from their teaching and the training which they 
received. 
1st of all – Fathers are the glory of their children when they train them up in the 
way that they should go. 
       “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  The 
words “train up” mean that it is the father’s primary responsibility to instruct and to teach God’s 
good and right way of what his children should do and how they should do it; in line with what 
the Bible says. A father should communicate the truth and enforce God’s commandments in 
relation to his children, over and over again, in the various situations of life, until they learn the 
way of the Lord.  Train him up, “at the mouth of the way”, it can be translated.  John Miller, a 
commentator on the book of Proverbs has this interpretation of these words:   He says that it can 
be translated, “Hedge in a child;" literally, make it narrow for a child; straiten him in. " Upon the 
mouth of his way;" that is, its entrance.  “As a young child makes many starts, so be ready for 
him whenever he attempts to move.” “This is a graphic picture.”  “Hedge” the child by driving 
him off of dangerous paths till nothing is left for him but the right one.”  “Watch men as they are 
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driving cattle.” “They narrow them in from ground where they do not want them,—in upon the 
gate's mouth, or the road's mouth, or the pen's mouth, wherever they intend that they shall go.”  
“The father has been given this wise commandment,” he says; “hem your child in to do things 
God’s way.”   Well, what can I say about this?  I do agree with what he is saying here at certain 
points, but children are not cattle to be herded.  They are young people created in God’s image 
and likeness; fallen though it is.  They do need to have their options for what they will do and 
how they will spend their time, hemmed in to the righteous way which the Bible so clearly 
teaches.  But what is missing in Mr. Miller’s analysis is that they need to be affectionately taught.  
And they should not be roughly and angrily taught if you would win them to Christ.  They do 
need to be directed into good paths, but God has after all, given us a better way of explaining this 
in His word.   
       Turn with me to Deuteronomy Chapter 6, verse 1.  “Now this is the commandment, and 
these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your God has commanded to teach you, 
that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, that you may fear 
the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you 
and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.”  
“Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you 
may multiply greatly as the Lord God of your fathers has promised you—a land flowing with 
milk and honey.”  How then is the father to train up a child in the way that he should go?  Verse 
4 – “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!’  “You (the father) shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”  “And these words 
which I command you today shall be in your heart.”  “You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 
lie down, and when you rise up.”  “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes.”  “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.”  The father will become the glory of his children if he himself loves the Lord his God 
with all of his heart.   If the father is loving the Lord his God with all of his heart, then he will 
take his children along with him, keep them close to him, and instruct them about all the various 
situations of life that they encounter together.  He talks of God’s truth and His ways while he sits 
in his house; he speaks of the commandments of God and the promises of God, and the blessings 
of God when he walks by the way.  He prays with his children before they lie down at night, and 
sometimes he might even sing hymns and psalms to them.  He gathers them around himself and 
has devotions with them.  He, the father, teaches them that God is a God to be loved with all the 
heart.  What a great thing it is when the child see that the father loves God with all of his heart.   
       The father, as he teaches his children makes it plain that it is God’s way that he is teaching 
them, and that he is praying that his children will trust in His God; the God of the Bible.  He 
daily holds out to them the wisdom of the Bible and teaches his children that this is where 
wisdom is to be found.  He will not do what the worldly man does; just teaching his children 
principles of earthly wisdom; how to make money and save money, and how to be rich in this 
life. The text does not say train up the child in the worldly way that you, the father would have 
him go.  You may want him to be rich, but God would have him to know the true riches, which 
are spiritual.  You may want him to have a great name, but God wants him to have a good name.  
Proverbs 22: 1 says, “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving favor rather 
than silver and gold.”  You see, fathers, if you would be the glory of your children, you must 
teach your son or your daughter God’s way, rather than what your own earthly inclination and 
wisdom might desire for them.  The world’s glory is passing and fading away.  God’s glory is 
eternal and everlasting.  The father is to train his children up in the way that he should go; the 
way that God would have him to live and to do things.  You may have many ambitions, as a 
father, for your child; but God has greater plans for your child that you could possibly imagine or 
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contrive.  The wise father will train his child up to be humble and not proud.  He will teach his 
son or his daughter that God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  He will 
teach them most of all about Jesus, who made Himself of no reputation and took upon Himself 
the form of a servant.  He will teach him that Jesus humbled himself to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.  He will teach him that Jesus is the only way, the truth, and the life, and that no 
one can come to the Father, unless they come through Jesus.  Let your children know that you 
are praying for them to come to saving faith in Jesus.  Instruct your children concerning their 
sins and tell them that that they will not be able to love God with all of their heart until, and 
unless, they repent of their sins, and believe in Jesus.  Train up your child, “according to his 
way” is one of the ways that some commentators think that this text is to be understood.  Train 
him according to “his bent”; that is, how God has made him; how God has put him together in 
his gifts and natural talents and earthly vocational possibilities.  Yes, children are different in 
their natural abilities and inclinations.  But that this is not the correct interpretation is shown by 
the last part of the verse.  When he is old, he will not depart from it.  The young person cannot 
depart from his “bent” when he gets older. 
       No, the main way that this verse is to be understood is that if you, as the father, train him up 
in the way that he should go; he will not depart from that good teaching of the Bible which you 
have been building into his life; when he becomes older.  This is the principle of principles with 
your children.   You will teach them the way that they should go; not the way that they would go, 
if left to themselves and their own nature as a son of Adam, or a daughter of Eve; being blind to 
spiritual things, and ignorant of the consequences of remaining in that state.  The command to 
godly fathers, if they would be the glory of their children, is to teach them God’s word and God’s 
way of going about to live life; that is, by the pursuit of God Himself and keeping His 
commandments.  Teach them, fathers, that to pursue a course of laziness and sensuality will 
destroy their life and take their soul down to the pit.  Teach them, rather, to live a life of faith in 
Christ.  Teach them that Jesus Christ is the only One who has kept the commandments of God 
perfectly.  Teach them that purity of heart and mind only come by faith in Christ.  Teach them 
that drinking and carousing are sins that will ruin them and people around them.  Teach them to 
find good friends to associate with; young people who want to think about what is the right thing 
to do in the sight of God, rather than in investigating the sinful things of the pleasures of this 
world.  Solomon Himself had to learn this the hard way; but he did learn it.  After all of his 
searching to find the true meaning and the real satisfaction in life, he says in Ecclesiastes 12, 
verse 13.  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, for this is man’s all.”  “For God will bring every work into judgment, including 
every secret thing, whether good or evil.”    
2ndly - Fathers are the glory of their children when they hold them to that good 
teaching which they have given to them. 
       The way that the child should go, is your teaching him; training him or her in God’s way.  
And the object is; that when they have learned the Bible’s truth from you their father; then when 
they get old enough to choose for themselves what they are going to do in the various situations 
of life; that they will not depart from the principles of moral truth which you have taught them.   
But before they come to that point, there will be many times and many situations in which you 
will have to hold them to the truth by wise words of counsel, and disciplining them when they do 
not obey God’s truth.  The first thing for a father to teach his children is the fear of the Lord.  
Father; you must teach them about God; what a great and awesome Being He is; that He is holy, 
and just and righteous in all of His ways, and kind in all of His deeds; and that He is good to all.   
You must teach your children that, because God is perfectly holy and kind and good, and He is 
worthy of their trusting Him with their whole soul, and everything in their life.  Turn with me 
over to Psalm 34, verse 8.  Here David says, “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is 
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the man who trusts in Him!”  “Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints!”  “There is no want to those 
who fear Him.”  “The young lions lack and suffer hunger; but those who seek the Lord shall not 
lack any good thing.”  “Come you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”   
The fear of the Lord is taught by the father to the children in his family.  But notice where his 
teaching ought to begin.  The fear of the Lord is inculcated by the father urging his children to 
taste of the Lord’s goodness for themselves.  Let me ask you, fathers, if you are doing this with 
your children?  Sometimes I think that fathers think that teaching the fear of the Lord is being 
stern with the child; telling the child what God expects in the Ten Commandments and then 
enforcing the law of God upon the child in discipline when they fail to do and keep them.  No 
doubt there is a time and a place for this.  But this will never bring them to know the Lord.  The 
Law is good, and the commandment is holy, and righteous and good; but the true godly fear of 
the Lord begins with a father showing his children that God is essentially good in Himself; that 
He is kind; that He wants you as a child or a young person, to taste and see that He is good; that 
there are many blessings which come to those who trust in Him to provide for all of their needs; 
both body and soul.  The father should teach his children to seek the Lord for themselves to 
obtain everything good that they need.  Teach them to pray even if they are not yet able to pray 
in the Spirit; even if they do not yet have the gift of salvation.  This is not hypocrisy.  This is 
teaching them God’s holy way of their communicating with Him.  It is a habit to be cultivated in 
them, leading them to salvation and to see that God is a God who hears and answers the prayers 
of His people.  This will teach them to see that their faith rests upon God Himself, and not upon 
you and your faith.   
       Teach them, fathers, what is right and wrong in relation to the thousand situations that they 
will face and have to make decisions about, in this life.  Teach them also the difference between 
the Bible’s truth and the spiritual errors that are made by thousands of people around them who 
do not worship or serve God aright.  Hold them to the truth of the Bible when they question that 
truth, and bring them back when they are wandering away from the truth of the Bible because 
they have heard something from a friend that contradicts the Bible.   Do not let them live a lie or 
tell a lie.  Use the Bible as the God intends it to be used; as the infallible guide for every area of 
faith and practice for the believer and the book that will bring eternal life, and success in 
honoring and glorifying God when its precepts and principles and promises are followed and 
obeyed.  Show them that the Bible is no ordinary book.  It is God’s book, and that learning the 
truth, and doing and keeping it, are how God expects us to live our lives.  Psalm 119: 29 and 30 – 
Remove from me the way of lying, and grant me Your law graciously.”  “I have chosen the way of 
truth; Your judgments I have laid before me.  “I cling to Your testimonies; O Lord, do not put me 
to shame!”  “I will run the course of Your commandments, for You shall enlarge my heart.”  
Sometimes your young children will be tempted to lie, or they actually do fall into lying to try to 
cover up what they are doing which is sinful.  When you find them doing this, you must confront 
them in love and you should discipline them over it.  This is God’s way, that when a child 
commits a sin, or they disobey a command of yours which is related to their doing what you have 
told them that they should be doing, or what they should not be doing, based upon the teaching 
of the Bible; that then you must discipline them.  All discipline should be done in love, but it 
should also be done with the resolute purpose of the child’s seeing that you are the one 
responsible for holding them to the truth; that you are the one who God has appointed to train 
them up in this holy way.   
       Let me give you a few verses on this subject, because we are living in a day where discipline; 
spankings and the use of the rod of correction, are being spoken against by many.  Many people 
are for “time outs”, and for disobedient children “being grounded”, and all for “their privileges 
being taken away.”  This is not the Bible way however.  Turn with me over to Proverbs 22: 15.  
“Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of correction will drive it far from him.”  
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Now, many people in our day think of this verse as referring to some sort of child abuse.  It is 
not.  The rod that is being referred to is not some sort of metal rod.  I believe that it is referring 
to a spanking stick or paddle, used with just enough force that the child or young person feels 
and knows themselves to have done what is wrong.  They do feel the pain of it. There is much 
foolishness in the heart of the child, but this rod will drive it far from him.  The rod should be 
used when there is a direct disobedience that has been committed.  And it is your job father, to 
sit the child down and tell him what his offense is, and that this is something that you do not like 
having to do, but because it has taken place; some breach of God’s commandments such as lying, 
stealing, hurting others, bad or sullen attitudes, bad speech, defiance, or deliberately not paying 
attention to what you have told them that they should be doing; one of these, or a combination 
of these is the reason that you should give them a spanking, or use the rod.  Then after you 
administer this discipline, you should take them up in your arms and assure them of your love 
for them, and tell them that they should repent of this behavior and that you will be looking to 
see if they are repentant in this regard, and tell them also of their need of a new heart.  They will 
need the grace of Christ to change in a way that will please God.   
       Look at Proverbs 29: 15 – “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings 
shame to his mother.”  Look also at verse 17 – “Correct your son, and he will give you rest; yes he 
will give delight to your soul.”   If you have never done this with your young disobedient child, 
you should begin, praying for God to give you the courage to do it and the wisdom to do it 
rightly.  Notice that it is not only the rod, but also the reproof or the rebuke which give wisdom.  
These are meant to be given in connection with each other, not in anger; not with harshness of 
speech on your part, but in firmness and self-control.  You will be in control of yourself, if you 
are doing this biblically.  The child will know that you are reluctant to do this, but they will also 
know that you are compelled by the truth to do it.  You know that you cannot and that you 
should not leave a child to themselves.  It will bring shame.  Now, the question will come to your 
mind; when should I begin to discipline my child?  Well, I believe that it should be begun when 
you believe that the child knows that they are disobeying you.  You can see that it is deliberate 
and willful on their part, against your will and God’s will as it is being exercised through your 
parental authority over them.   In my mind you should not discipline them if they are too young 
to understand what you are doing.  Isaiah 28: 9 says, “Whom will he teach knowledge?”  “And 
whom will he make to understand the message?”  “Those just weaned from milk?”  “Those just 
drawn from the breasts?”  “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.”   
       This is how you teach children just weaned from the breast; a little instruction at a time, 
building upon the repetition of it.  Before that it is very difficult for them to understand and 
make the connection.  But the words, “the terrible twos” are not said by many parents for 
nothing.  It is at about that age that the willfulness against your parental care and authority 
begin to be challenged.  It is at that age that spankings should begin when they are needed; but 
remember to do them lovingly and in self-controlled use of the rod.  Proverbs 13, verse 24 says, 
“He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.”  That is; 
the father does not put the discipline off to some later time when it is needed now.  If you love 
your child, you will discipline him.  The glory of children is their fathers.  If this corporeal 
discipline is done wisely and lovingly, your child will most certainly know that you love and care 
for him.  But if you spare him, he will most certainly know that you hate him.   But thankfully 
there are many dear believers among us today that can testify that their dad knew how to 
discipline them.  They speak of it with thankfulness now, that their father loved them enough to 
discipline them.   
       Turn with me over to Hebrews Chapter 12.  I want you to see that holding your children to 
the truth of the Bible which you have taught them is the very best thing that you can do; it is the 
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most loving thing.  And this is because this is what God the Father does with every one of his 
spiritual children.  Sometimes we forget the purpose of discipline.  It is so that we will learn to 
strive against sin and share in God’s holiness.  “And you have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaks to you as to sons: ‘My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged 
when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son 
whom He receives.”  “If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is 
there whom a father does not chasten?”  “But if you are without chastening, of which all have 
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.”  “Furthermore, we have had human 
fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect.”  “Shall we not much more readily be in 
subjection to the Father of spirits and live?”  “For they indeed for a few days chastened us as 
seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.”  This is 
the reason for chastening; God is dealing with us as His children.  If we do not have chastening, 
we are not His children.  Our earthly fathers disciplined us for a little time, as seemed best to 
them.  Not every parent will discipline their child in exactly the same way.  But every parent who 
is godly will discipline their child because they love them and they do not want them to face the 
eternal consequences of a child’s repeatedly getting their own way.  The child will lose their soul.  
“Do not withhold correction from a child, for if you beat him with a rod, he will not die.” “you 
shall beat him with a rod, and deliver his soul from hell.” (Proverbs 23: 13 and 14)  This is the 
glory of fathers, that they love enough to discipline us, even our Father in heaven disciplines 
each one whom He calls His child.   
And then 3rdly - Fathers are the glory of the their children when their children 
grow up and do not depart from their teaching and the training which they have 
received.   
       You know; it is the most amazing thing.  When I was a young man, I thought that my parents 
didn’t know much about life.  I thought, as an unbelieving young man going off to college, that I 
was wise.  But I was to learn later on, that I really was a fool in so many ways.  My dear father 
was converted to Christ in May of 1970 at 58 years of age.  And he tried to show me the love of 
Christ and he tried to teach me the fear of the Lord, but I would not listen to him.  He would 
write me 15 page letters, filled with Bible quotes, pleading with me to come to Christ, and I 
would read them, and come under conviction, and throw them in the garbage.  And yet he 
persisted in trying to communicate the truth of the Word of God to me.  He would try to train me 
up even though my heart was not tender.  And since I was too old to take over his knee, he wept 
over me instead, when he could see that I did not want to receive Christ.  He trained me in the 
way that I should go by showing me Christ in his words and in his works.  And he won me to the 
Savior by his prayers and his tears and his counsels, even though he started so late.  Dear parent 
of unsaved children, do not give up on your children, even though they may at this time want 
nothing to do with you or your religion.  God’s arm is not so short that He cannot save them.  
His ear is not deaf that He cannot hear you.  The glory of children is that they have a father who 
prays for them; who prays for their salvation.   
       I will close with an excerpt from a letter written to me by my father on February 16th, 1974; 
some 37 years ago now.  He says, “So, as Spurgeon pleaded that day for sinners to turn to Christ 
and live—so I, too, Paul plead with you to do likewise.”  “What more can I say, Paul…   “Oh God, 
you know how I love him—and you love him more than I do—you loved him before the 
foundation of the world.”  “You have said, Lord, that it is not Your will that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3: 9)  “For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” (Matthew 18: 11) “Oh dear Lord, have mercy on my boy—shed Thy 
precious light upon him and give him grace.”  “I ask it in Jesus’ name and for Jesus’ sake.”  It 
would be 2 and a half more years before I came to Christ.  But Dad did not stop praying for me.  
Remember the father of the prodigal son?  My father was a living representation of the father in 
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the parable.  But he is a model for all fathers who have children in the far country of sin and 
unbelief.  God hears the prayers, and he sees the tears of those dear fathers and mothers who 
pray for the salvation of their children.  Do not give up on your children’s coming to Christ while 
they are still in life.  And do not think that God might not answer your prayers after your own 
death.  God is a God who works His purposes of mercy and grace in very great and mysterious 
ways.  It is the glory of fathers when they have faith.  It is the glory of children that they have 
such fathers.   
 
   


