
Page 1 of 12 - 6/21/15 

GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S WORD 
(SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 19; 2 Timothy 3 

Introduction 

How many Bibles do you own? 

Some of you might have 10, 20, or even more. 

What an incredible blessing to have even a single copy of God’s Word. 

Sadly we can lose sight of the blessing we have been given. We can easily be ungrateful, 
distracted, and even hardened to God’s truth. 

And what a wonderful thing to be able to say that we have God’s inspired, infallible, and 
preserved Word to His people. 

Do we truly grasp the blessing we have been given? Do you see how blessed you are in 
comparison to God’s people for nearly the last six thousand years. 

I have mentioned before that during the time of John Wycliffe, you would have to pay 
the equivalent of a good sum of money just to rent a Bible for an hour a day for a period 
of time. What is amazing is that if you were caught doing so you could lose your land, 
cattle, goods, or your life.1 

The Westminster Confession of Faith significantly begins with Scripture. Why? 

It is not that we worship the Bible or that simply having a Bible saves us? 

The Confession begins with Scripture to establish a foundation which then leads to what 
we believe about God and the gospel – the person and work of Jesus Christ and God’s 
gracious work of salvation that is found in Him.  

It would be good to read and study the Confession in line with our services for your 
maximum benefit and growth. It is a powerful aid that God has seen fit to give to His 
church for her blessing. 

I will be making ten points in this initial study of God’s Word. Lord willing we will spend 
three weeks in total studying the Doctrine of Scripture. 

                                                
1 Paul D. Wenger, The Journey from Texts to Translations, 283. 



Page 2 of 12 - 6/21/15 

 

We are certainly witnessing today that which Paul said would take place. We live in 
perilous times. 

Human traditions and opinions cannot withstand the attack. Only a firm belief in a God 
who has spoken can hope to withstand the assaults all around us. 

You will be mocked as an idiot, out-of-touch, Neanderthal for holding to God’s Word.  

Are you willing to face the assault and the mockery of the world? 

Let us give thanks that God in His absolute freedom and grace has given us a final 
Word so we may come to know Him and the salvation found through the work of 
Jesus Christ alone. 

 

1. God is absolutely free and just in all that He does and does not answer to man. 

I begin with this important point because we live in an age where most men and women 
want to judge God and His Word. 

How dare you question the Triune God in terms of His work and His revelation? 

Psa. 115:1    Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, 

 But to Your name give glory, 

 Because of Your mercy, 

 Because of Your truth.  

2  Why should the Gentiles say, 

 “So where is their God?”  

3  But our God is in heaven; 

 He does whatever He pleases. 

Now God’s Word is very clear in expressing God’s grace and love, but God will not be 
questioned or challenged by men. 
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While we seek to defend the truth that He has given to us, we also recognize that God 
does not need our defense. 

His truth does not depend on us. 

He will not allow rebellious men and women nor Satan and all his demons to stop His 
eternal purposes. 

God is absolutely free! Praise be to His glorious name! 

 

2. God has created man, male and female, in His image. 

Who would have ever thought that saying God created man male and female would be 
controversial? 

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 

Now why do I mention this point? 

Several reasons. 

First, think about what this point means in terms of God giving evidence of who He is? 

There are over 7 billion witnesses to God’s power and wisdom displayed everywhere 
throughout creation.  

Has God given sufficient evidence? Indeed He has. 

Second, the fact that man is created in God’s image is key for realizing that man has been 
created to receive God’s revelation. 

The confession speaks of the light of nature. What does this mean? 

Robert Shaw explains that we mean by this, 

that the senses and the reasoning powers, which belong to the nature of man, are 
able to give him so much light as to manifest that there is a God. By our senses 
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we are acquainted with his works, and by his works our reason may be led to 
trace out that more excellent Being who made them.2 

This leads to our next point. 

 

3) God’s creation of the heavens and the earth shows clearly His power, goodness, 
and wisdom. 

Listen again to several familiar passages. 

Psa. 19:1    The heavens declare the glory of God; 

 And the firmament shows His handiwork.  

2  Day unto day utters speech, 

 And night unto night reveals knowledge.  

3  There is no speech nor language 

 Where their voice is not heard.  

Rom. 1:19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

The book of Psalms and other passages especially focus on what we see in the heavens. 

The ancients spent far more time considering the stars and planets even with their 
limited tools than we do. 

Today we not only have the benefit of incredibly powerful telescopes but now also of 
microscopes. 

And really you don’t need any instrument to see God’s power if you are just willing to 
stop and consider what God has made. 

                                                
2 Robert Shaw, The Reformed Faith: An Exposition of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
(Accordance electronic ed. Altamonte Springs: OakTree Software, 2001), n.p. 
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Because man is made in God’s image, we also can make amazing devices. 

One of the earliest computers was built in 1946 called the ENIAC. You would need a 
space larger than the entire US of ENIAC computers to equal the processing power now 
in a typical smart phone. 

Simply amazing! 

And yet in comparison to what has designed in the cell or an organ or the human body, 
the greatest things men and women have done are nothing. 

 

4) Further God rules the world in such a way again as to show His power and 
faithfulness. 

The Confession after speaking of creation focuses on God’s Providence. 

God the great Creator of all things does uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all 
creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by His most 
wise and holy providence. 

The deist and the atheist deny God’s clear work, of course, but denial is not a refutation. 

Acts 15:18   “Known to God from eternity are all His works. 

Acts 17:28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your 
own poets have said, “For we are also His offspring.’ 

Rom. 9:17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have 
raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.” 

 

5) God’s clear revelation through Creation and Providence mean that all men and 
women have no excuse before a holy and righteous God. 

Romans 1:20 ends with these words, so that they are without excuse. 

Further Romans 1:32 also testifies that men and women know what God expects even 
though they rebel against it. 
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Rom. 1:32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who 
practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also 
approve of those who practice them.  

What a perfect verse to characterize so much of own age! 

So often people question the gospel message by saying, well what about people who have 
never heard of Jesus Christ? 

There are several points to make in response, but two key points to make are: God is free 
and all men are without excuse. 

No one will be able to say to God, you didn’t do enough. 

Now this doesn’t mean that we have no duty to share God’s truth. The fact that men are 
without excuse cannot become our excuse. 

 

6) God’s revelation in terms of man, creation, and providence do not provide all that 
men and women need to understand about salvation. 

Here we must state that the problem is not with God’s revelation. 

God’s revelation of His power and wisdom is clear even to men and women in rebellion. 

But God in His infinite wisdom did not design that creation and providence would 
provide all that man needed. This was true even before Adam and Eve rebelled.  

Further, man in his sin and rebellion so easily twists the clear revelation that God has 
given. 

Rom. 10:14   How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: 

 “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 

 Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 
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7) We ask again, is God unfair in giving revelation but not sufficient revelation in 
creation and providence? Not at all! 

God is free and God has given a witness to people throughout history. 

Men are without excuse and we have no right to question God in His power. 

Rom. 9:14   What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? 
Certainly not!  15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” 16 
So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows 
mercy.  17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have 
raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be 
declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and 
whom He wills He hardens. 

 

8) God determined to express further His will for His people and all men in a variety 
of ways. 

This we see before man fell into sin when God clearly revealed to Adam what was 
expected in terms of the trees of the garden. 

After the fall of man, God continued to reveal His will. 

Further in response to those who call God unfair, we can declare that from the very fall 
of man, God revealed His plan of salvation. 

We rightfully speak of Genesis 3:15 as the protoevangelium, the first gospel. 

Gen. 3:15  And I will put enmity 

 Between you and the woman, 

 And between your seed and her Seed; 

 He shall bruise your head, 

 And you shall bruise His heel.” 
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This is a wonderful promise, but let us not forget that Genesis 3 also clearly shows the 
curse upon man for his sin and a record of what God did for Adam and Eve in clothing 
them with skins from animals. 

At the end of Genesis 4 we have this important statement. 

Gen. 4:26 And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. 
Then men began to call on the name of the LORD. 

From the very beginning, God gave further revelation to man than what we simply find 
in creation and providence. 

Heb. 1:1   God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to 
the fathers by the prophets,  2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds; 

So how has God clearly spoken to men and women? 

Through direct revelation, sometimes in dreams and visions, through angels, 
theophanies, through the prophets, through His Word written down, and through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the final Word. 

 

9) God’s revealed will has been committed to writing. 

Why was it necessary for God to commit His word unto writing? 

The Confession makes several good points in answer this question. 

First, a written word is easier to preserve and share with others than just an oral word. 

Second, a written word is a powerful witness to God’s people in light of their own sin and 
the assaults of Satan. 

Third, the previous ways for God to reveal Himself have now ceased. 

Is. 8:19   And when they say to you, “Seek those who are mediums and wizards, 
who whisper and mutter,” should not a people seek their God? Should they seek 
the dead on behalf of the living?  20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do 
not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 
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Matt. 4:4   But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 

Luke 1:3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent 
Theophilus,  4 that you may know the certainty of those things in which you 
were instructed.  

God’s written Word is absolutely necessary. 

2Tim. 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  

2Pet. 1:19   And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts; 

 

10) We believe in terms of our present numbering and division that there are 39 OT 
books and 27 NT books. 

In the Jewish order and numbering, there are 22 OT books. However, these 22 books 
compose the same 39 books in terms of our numbering. 

Do you know by memory and in order all 66 books of Scripture? 

If you don’t, I would strongly encourage you as one point of application to memorize 
them. It can easily be done with some repetition and determination. 

Citation of the 66 books – OT and NT. 

Why do we believe in these 66 books and not others? 

We believe that these books alone were given by inspiration of God to be the rule of faith 
and life. 

2Tim. 3:16   All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
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The KJV and NKJV both use the word inspiration in 2 Timothy 3:16. This might not be 
the best word to use in translation. The word inspiration comes in part from the Latin 
Vulgate.  

Literally the word in Greek means God-breathed. 

The ESV translation reads: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness… 

The word God-breathed does not indicate how God used men in the writing of Scripture 
but rather emphasizes that Scripture comes from God just as your breath comes from 
you.3 

2 Peter 1:21 in part speaks about how God used men in the process of the God-breathing 
of Scripture. 

2Pet. 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

In our next messages we will focus on how Scripture testifies of its own authority as the 
God-breathed Word of God. 

What about the books commonly known as the Apocrypha or the hidden writings? 

It was only in 1546 at the Council of Trent and its fourth session that these books were 
declared by the Roman Church to be on the same rank as Scripture.4 

There are approximately fourteen books, depending on how they are arranged, that 
compose the Apocrypha. 

1, 2 Esdras (Ezra)  Tobit  Judith 

The Rest of Esther  The Wisdom of Solomon  Ecclesiasticus 

Baruch, with the Epistle of Jeremiah  The Song of the Three Holy Children  The 
History of Susanna  Bel and the Dragon 

The Prayer of Manasses (Manasseh)  1, 2 Maccabees 

                                                
3 Mounce, 566. This was also the contention of Warfield in “The Biblical Idea of Inspiration,” 132-133. 
Cited by Reymond, 36-37. 
4 Robert Shaw, The Reformed Faith: An Exposition of the Westminster Confession of Faith, n.p. 
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A. A. Hodge explains why these books, though of interest, should not be understood in 
any sense as Holy Scripture. 

a) Never formed a part of the Hebrew Scriptures 

b) None of them were ever quoted by Christ or the apostles 

c) They were never embraced in the list of the canonical books by the early 
Fathers and only added by the Roman Church, late in the 16th century. 

d) The internal evidence presented by their contents disproves their claims. 
None of them make any claim to inspiration, while the best of them disclaim it. 
Some of them consist of childish fables and inculcate bad morals.5 

We have absolutely no reason to believe that some lost book will be found and become 
part of God’s Word. 

You can have absolute confidence that God has preserved His Word for His church. 

Conclusion: 

Give thanks that God in His absolute freedom and grace has given us a final Word 
so we may come to know Him and the salvation found through the work of Jesus 
Christ alone. 

-   Read the entire Word of God. 

-   How much do we treasure it? 

-   False teaching has little space in a church that is dedicated to God’s truth. 

2 Tim. 3:14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and 
been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from 
childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  

Prayer 

Hymn: 262 

 

                                                
5 A. A. Hodge, The Confession of Faith, 33 
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Benediction – Ephesians 3:20-21 

   Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 


