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Message: Who Is Able to Stand?  Part 3
Text:         Revelation 7:1-17

Introduction 

  A.  Revelation was written to a 1  century church under attack from Satan using the kingdom ofst

this world to overcome her by persecution and seduction.  Revelation is Gospel - good
news.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

  B.  This Revelation proclaims to us that God the Father has installed Jesus as His Messiah, His
anointed king over all creation, once crucified, now risen, reigning, and returning.  All
authority in heaven and earth is given unto Jesus Christ to bring about all that God has
appointed - the destruction of all who reject Jesus as Lord and Savior, the salvation of all
who receive Him as God and Savior, and the renewal of all creation into subjection to
God through coming into subjection to Christ at His return.

  C.  All who overcome the world through an enduring faith in Christ will inherit all these
blessings.

Revelation 21:7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God
and he will be My son.

  D.  Beginning in chapter 4 we observe a series of visions bundled in cyclical sweeps of world
history from the first coming of Christ in humility through His second coming in glory.

  E.  The first cycle runs from 4:1 - 8:1, and serves to encourage and awaken the churches, so that
they will persevere in following Jesus wherever He leads, and in Him overcome the devil
and the kingdom of this world under Satan’s power.

  F.  We had seen in previous weeks that ...

      1.  Chapter 4 - God is on the throne, all heaven revolves around Him, and all power and
authority belongs to Him.

      2.  Chapter 5 - God has given all power and authority to crucified, risen Christ to bring about
all God has appointed for the redemption of His people, the destruction of the wicked,
and the unification of all things in heaven and earth in Christ under God’s authority.

      3.  Chapter 6 and 8:1 shows Christ presently executing God’s plan for the glorious
consummation of history at Christ’s return pictured by the breaking of the 6  and 7  sealsth th

of God’s scroll/book.

      4.  Chapter 7 is an interlude between the 6  and 7  seals for our encouragement andth th

awakening, answering the terrified question by unbelievers at the end of chapter 6, 



Revelation 6:17 “for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to
stand?"

a.  those who are able to stand at Christ’s return are symbolically pictured in 2 related
visions - one (7:1-8) picturing them before the day of judgment and one (7:9-17)
picturing them after the day of judgment.

b.  we examined 7:1-8 last week and saw this band of survivors symbolically pictured as
144,000 of the 12 tribes of Israel sealed with God’s name on their foreheads,
indicating God’s ownership and thus, protection, noting that in reality God seals
us, not with any visible writing, but with His Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 1:21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us
is God, 22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

Ephesians 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel
of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to
the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

  G.  Today may God through His Spirit and the Gospel communicated through this second
vision in chapter 7 strengthen and awaken the faith of believers and to create faith in the
hearts of those not yet believing, for ...  

Romans 10:17 ... faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

  H.  Is the vision of God’s people in future glory part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  Does Christ
through such a vision create, sustain, strengthen faith in the hearts of His chosen ones
through such a vision?  If we cannot answer with an emphatic “Yes!,” then our gospel is
too small, for Christ through His apostle Paul tells us ...

   1 Corinthians 15:19   If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most
to be pitied. 

Colossians 1:3   We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you,  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you 4

have for all the saints;  because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you 5

previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 

  I.  What is the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ depicted in Revelation 7:9-17?

I.  It is good news that through faith in the Lord we Gentiles are fellow heirs with believing
Jews.

  A.  Last week we gave 10 interpretive reasons why the groups of individuals in both visions are



the same, pictured first in this age as an army, and in the second this same group in the
age to come.  The number of those who receive Christ’s protective seal of the Holy Spirit
is not limited to 144,000 Jews, but to a great multitude that no on can count from every
nation, tribe, people, and language.

Revelation 7:4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and
forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands;

  B.  The members of the 7 largely Gentile churches in Revelation 2 & 3 would have seen
themselves in both visions, in that as overcomers they are promised to have God’s
name/seal written on them. 

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God,
and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name.

Revelation 14:1  Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of
His Father written on their foreheads.

  C.  The vision in Revelation 7:9ff is a vision of God’s covenant promise to Abraham fulfilled.

Genesis 12:2  And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  ... And in you all the families of the earth 3

will be blessed." 

  D.  There is no separate plan for Israel versus the church, as I and many of us have been taught.  
We Gentiles through faith in Christ become heirs of all of the covenant promises to
Abraham and his seed.

Ephesians 2:11   Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are
called "Uncircumcision " by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh
by human hands--  remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded 12

from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly 13

were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our14

peace, who made both groups into one ...  So then you are no longer strangers and 19

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 



Galatians 3:7  Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of
Abraham. ...  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for 13

us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--  in 14

order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, ... 28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong to Christ, then you 29

are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise. 

II.  The good news is that we are joyful, victorious overcomers in Christ.

Revelation 7:9    After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one
could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their
hands; 

  A.  White garments were worn and palm branches waived after military victories, symbols of
celebration for those who overcame the enemy.  Christ promised white garments to those
who overcome, are victorious.

John 12:12   On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  took the branches of the palm trees and went out 13

to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE
NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel." 

Revelation 3:5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will
not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father
and before His angels.

  B.  Why are the saints pictured in military formation as the Lord’s army in 7:1-8, but not in 7:9-
17?  Because in 7:9-17 the war is over and we with Christ have won!

      1.  In this present age we strive, fight, war against principalities and powers.

Revelation 12:17   So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make
war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. 

Ephesians 6:12  For our struggle/fight is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Luke 13:24   "Strive (agonizo) to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will
seek to enter and will not be able. 

   1 Timothy 6:12   Fight (agonizo) the good fight (agon) of faith; take hold of the eternal



life to which you were called .... 

      2.  But in the age to come the war is won, the fight is over!  We, the victors, are in eternal rest
and peace.

III.  The good news is that Christ’s kingdom replaces the kingdom of this world.

  A.  Glory, honor, power no longer belong to the kingdom of this world, to presidents, kings,
dictators, legislators, courts, and countries.  We will no longer be dissatisfied and groan
under the burden of unwise, ungodly leaders and political parties who cannot save us. 
God and His Christ replaces them.

Revelation 7:10   and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."  And all the angels were standing around the 11

throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God,  saying, "Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom 12

and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.
Amen." 

  B. Our prayer, Thy kingdom come,” will be answered at Christ’s return.

Revelation 11:15   Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever." 

Conclusion

  A.  Lord willing, we will continue unpacking the gospel in this vision next week.

  B.  Is this vision of God’s people in future glory part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?  Does Christ
through such a vision intend to create, sustain, strengthen faith in the hearts of His chosen
ones through such a vision? If we cannot answer with an emphatic “Yes!,” then our
gospel is too small.  

      1.  The bad news for the world is that all have sinned and fallen short of inheriting a future
place in the presence of God’s glory as depicted in Revelation 7:9ff.

   Romans 3:23   for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

      2.  But there is good news for all who humble themselves before God’s Son, receiving Him
as our Savior who died in our place for our sins, and as our Lord who rose again for our
justification.  Being justified by faith in Him, we now receive the promised inheritance of
a place in the presence of God’s glory which we had previously fallen short of inheriting



due to our sin.

Romans 5:1   Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith 2

into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

  C.  Alan Ross, whose commentary we are using in our study of Genesis, made a comment about
the church’s worship that is good for us to take to heart.  He said that we do God’s people
a disservice  if in our worship services we don’t in some way in our preaching, singing,
praying remind and point God’s people to the hope of future glory when Christ returns. 
Proclaiming the hope of glory is an essential part of the gospel of Jesus Christ through
which He creates, sustains, and strengthens our faith in Him.

Colossians 1:21   And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged
in evil deeds,  yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 22

to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  if indeed you 23

continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the
hope of the gospel that you have heard ... ,  the mystery which has been hidden from the26

past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  to whom God 27

willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

