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GUARD THE GIFT YOU HAVE! 

Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

I Timothy 1: 1-2, 18-20, 4: 6-16, 5: 1-2, II Timothy 1: 6-7, 13-14, 3: 16-17, 4: 1-5 

Ordination of Pastor William Roger Cornell -- Sunday, May 31, 2015 

 

Beloved, a blessed day has arrived today in this Ordination Service for Pastor Will. 

Ordination to Gospel ministry is no small step. I well remember beginning ministry 

48 years ago this June. Never will I forget 6 and a half years later, on December 9, 

1973, when hands, heavy hands were placed on my wife and me. That moment of 

the laying on of hands will always stay clear in my focus and strong in my heart. I 

pray, Pastor Will and Carmelinda that this day will always stay in your heart. It is  

a day of joy, celebration, and God’s strong affirmation from heaven’s portals.  

Gospel ministry has always been an honor and it has always been a heavy calling. 

Barna Research gives the latest statistics on ministry: “1500 pastors leave the 

ministry each month due to moral failure, spiritual burnout, or contention in their 

churches. 50% of pastors’ marriages end in divorce. 80% of pastors & 84% of their 

spouses feel unqualified and discouraged in ministry. 80% of seminary & Bible 

school graduates leave the ministry within the first 5 years of being a pastor. 

70% of pastors constantly fight depression. 80% of pastors’ spouses feel their 

spouse is over worked.” I know those statistics are hard to hear, but they make a 

point I want to emphasize today. We pastors need your daily prayers. Pastor Will 

and Carmelinda need your prayers especially as Pastor Will is ordained today.  

  

The call to be an ordained pastor, Pastor Will is a high and holy and heavy calling.  

It has been said, “Ministry will kill you.  It killed Paul.  It killed Peter.  It killed 

Jesus.” Even though that is true, I can also say after 48 years of ministry, ministry 

for Jesus will give you wings for His glory. Ministry for Jesus will bring you joy 

unspeakable as well as sorrow almost unthinkable. Ministry for Jesus will keep you 

on your knees and dependent on the Holy Spirit. God has awakened me in the 

night this week to share this message with you two, Pastor Will and Carmelinda. It 

is a charge taken today from excerpts of I Timothy and II Timothy. Paul has a 

charge I begin with, in II Timothy 1: 8-9, saying, “Therefore, do not be ashamed of 

the testimony about our Lord, nor of me, His prisoner, but share in suffering for the 

Gospel by the power of God who saved us and called us to a holy calling.” Before 

I turn to this charge, Pastor Will, I came across a poem from a newsletter from 

Frontier School of the Bible called “Job or Ministry.” I believe it speaks volumes 

about you and how you serve the Lord. Here it is! “Some have a job while others 

have a ministry. What is the difference? If you are doing it because no one else 

will, it is a job: If you are doing it to serve the Lord, it is ministry. If you are doing 

it well enough to get by, it is a job: If you are doing it to the best of your ability, it 

is a ministry. If you quit because someone criticized you, it was a job: If you keep 
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serving, it is a ministry. If you will do it only as long as it doesn’t interfere with 

your activities, it is a job. If you are committed to staying with it even when it 

means letting go of other things, it is a ministry. If you quit because no one ever 

praised you or thanked you, it was a job. If you stay with it even though no one 

notices your effort, it is a ministry. It is hard to get excited about a job: It is almost 

impossible not to get excited about a ministry. If your concern is success, it is a 

job. If your concern is faithfulness, it is a ministry. People might say, “Good job!” 

when you do your job: The Lord will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” 

when you complete your ministry.” Thank God, Pastor Will that you have 

surrendered your life to God in His call to you to Gospel ministry.  

 

The ordination charge I give to you, Pastor Will is found in Paul’s two epistles to 

his son in the faith, Timothy. Paul was at the close of his ministry in his second 

epistle and it appears he was by divine inspiration, pulling out the stops in making 

sure this young man he had mentored was fully equipped to carry on as Paul was 

facing martyrdom. Pastor Will, all of us as pastors serve as under-shepherds under 

the Chief Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ. I know in the military, you serve in the 

role of chaplaincy. Your title is Sergeant First Class William Cornell, Master 

Chaplain Assistant – Wyoming Army National Guard, NCOIC—Non-

Commissioned Officer In Charge. In our church, our title for you is shorter, but it 

is a high and holy and heavy calling—Pastor of Youth and Visitation. Today from 

Paul’s two epistles to Timothy, I am bringing you ten very brief charges from the 

texts that Pastor Larry read. They build one upon another, but each of them stand 

on their own as vital charges to you as you are ordained today. In the presence of 

God, in the presence of this congregation, and in the presence of your sweet wife, 

Carmelinda, I submit these ten charges and I believe the Holy Spirit will hold you 

to them as without the Lord, none of us could keep our pastoral charges:  

 

BE UNDER DISCIPLINE! –Be a true child of faith, waging a good warfare. 

(I.) Let’s look at I Timothy 1: 1-2, 18. “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 

command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, To Timothy, my true 

child in the faith, Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus 

our Lord…This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the 

prophecies previously made about you, that by them, you may wage the good 

warfare.” This first charge is difficult for anyone unless we learn as a true child, 

the secret of submission—being under. Jesus was always submissive to His Father. 

At age 12, Jesus was lost for a few days. Mary and Joseph went a day’s journey 

from Jerusalem back towards Nazareth only to find Jesus was not in the caravan of 

people headed home. They made the day’s journey back to Jerusalem. After three 

more days searching sorrowfully in Jerusalem and frantically seeking Him, they 

found Jesus sitting among the teachers in the temple—and they heard His 
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explanation, “Didn’t you know I must be in My Father’s house about My Father’s 

business?” Luke 2: 51-52 tells the story of Jesus going back for eighteen more 

years until the age of 30, being under his earthly mother and step-father. We read, 

“And He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 

And His mother treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in 

wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and men.” Were all those years of 

obscurity in Nazareth easy? We read in Hebrews 5: 8, “Although He was a son, He 

learned obedience through what He suffered.” 

 

Pastor Will, be a minister who is yet a child under discipline. Never graduate from 

the Nazareth International Training University that Jesus was in. Always be a child 

at heart who is willing to learn, willing to be corrected, willing to confess sin, and 

willing to admit fault. Pastor Will, at seventy, I am still enrolled in NITU. Let’s all 

keep being little children, under discipline, so we’re not offended when John says 

to us in I John 1: 28—“And now, my little children, abide in Him, so that when He 

appears, we may have confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His 

coming.” As a true child in the faith, Pastor Will, according to the prophecies made 

about you, and there are numerous folk who have spoken gracious words with 

prophetic intent, as a true child, wage the good warfare, under discipline. Hebrews 

12: 6, 7 is clear, “For the Lord disciplines the one He loves and chastises every son 

He receives. It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as 

sons. For what son is there whom His father does not discipline?” King Saul 

wanted honor when he sinned and his kingdom was ripped away from him. Many a 

minister has longed for honor and in pride, has lost his ministry. David sinned 

miserably, but he confessed his sin and as king, he said in Psalm 141: 5, “Let a 

righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil for my 

head; let my head not refuse it.” As Thomas Watson and Charles Spurgeon both 

said, “Kiss the comforting rod,” as David said, “They comfort me.” Secondly, 

 

BE UNDER ORDERS! Be a holder of faith and a good conscience. (II.) I 

Timothy 1: 19, 20. “Holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some 

have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, 

whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.” Pastor 

Will, an ordained man of God is under orders. You know about orders as Master 

Chaplain Assistant for the Wyoming National Guard. To be under orders as a 

disciplined child of God, and as a disciple of Jesus Christ, you know there is an 

order to serving Jesus. Without Christ, no cross, without the cross, no salvation, 

without salvation, no sonship, without sonship, no discipleship. V. Raymond 

Edman, 4th President of Wheaton College, 1940 – 1965, had a rare experience in 

Ecuador while serving the Quichua Indians there. An earnest man of God owning a 

lucrative businesss came to him in tears telling him God was calling him to be a 
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pastor. As we all know, what our wife or family say can often affect our decisions. 

He told Dr. Edman his wife wouldn’t hear of it. She threatened everything in their 

marriage if he became a pastor. Time went by. One evening, this man showed up at 

the Edman home in tears with a big bundle under his arm. He asked Dr. Edman to 

read to him from God’s Word. Dr. Edman read in Mark 10: 29-30, “Jesus said, 

“Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 

father or mother or wife or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who 

will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal 

life.” After praying with tears with Dr. Edman, this man of God handed his big 

bundle to him, saying, “Here are my working clothes. I have left my company 

today.” He counted the cost, he left all and followed Jesus, and told Dr. Edman that 

his wife had changed her mind so they could serve the Lord together. Thirdly,  

 

BE UNDER OTHERS! Be a servant of Christ Jesus trained in the words of 

faith, doctrine and godliness. (III.) I Timothy 4: 6-10. “If you put these things 

before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the 

words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. Have nothing 

to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for 

while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it 

holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come. The saying 

is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, 

because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, 

especially of those who believe.” Pastor Will, be a good servant of Christ Jesus and 

others. Under others is where we as pastors must find our place. Though over the 

flock as pastors, we are yet under them, to serve them, to wash their feet as Jesus 

did, like Paul in Phil. 2: 3, who said, “In humility count others as more significant 

than yourself. There’s our place. John Oxenham wrote, in “Bees In Amber,” a 

poem, “Your Place.” “Is your place a small place? Tend it with care!—He set you 

there. Is your place a large place? Guard it with care!—He set you there. Whate’er 

your place, it is Not yours alone, but His Who set you there.” Fourthly, 

 

BE UNDER SURVEILLANCE! Be an example of the believers in speech, in 

conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. (IV.)  I Timothy 4: 11-12, 15-16, “Command 

and teach these things. Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 

believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” Practice 

these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a 

close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you 

will save both yourself and your hearers.” Pastor Will, the pastorate as you know is 

a fish bowl. You are being watched all the time, more than you think, more than 

you desire, and more than you can control. Get used to many eyes watching you. 
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It’s like the Arlo Sensor at our front door. The people coming to the door don’t 

know they are being watched but they are. Most of all, Jesus is watching. II Chron. 

16: 9 is clear, “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 

to give strong support to those whose heart is completely His.” Fifthly,  

 

BE UNDER SCRIPTURE! Be devoted to the Word of God in reading, in 

exhortation and in teaching. (V.) I Timothy 4: 13. “Until I come, devote yourself 

to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” The Greek word for 

devoted or give attendance is prosecho. Prosecho means to hold the mind, to hold 

your attention, to apply yourself to, to be devoted in thought and in effort to give 

heed to, to be cautious about how you use the Word, and to adhere to the word. 

Pastor Will, reading others good books is wonderful, but as an ordained man of 

God, make sure you are a man of this Book, love this book, and ever remember, 

this Book will keep you from sin, but sin will keep you from this Book. Sixthly, 

 

BE UNDER PROPHECY! Be diligent to not neglect the gift given you by 

prophecy and fan the flame, stirring up the gift. (VI.) Notice again I Timothy 1: 

19—“This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the 

prophecies made about you…And then notice I Timothy 4: 14. “Do not neglect  

the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders 

laid their hands on you. Turn on to II Timothy 1: 6,7, “ For this reason I remind 

you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 

hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power and love and self control.” 

There are reasons the prophetic gift and call grow small and the flame is dim. 

There can be no fuel—no energy has been found in the Word. Get back in the 

Word and fan the flame. Suffocation can extinguish your fire—just the stuff of life 

that becomes too important and is crowding God out. Coals burn brighter when 

they are closer together as they magnify each other’s heat. If it happens, you and I 

and every pastor can be spread too thin. We need to get more closely connected 

with God, with Carmelinda, and with others God has placed in your life. Pastor 

Will, propheteia means that which cannot be known by natural means but only by 

the Word of God. I can’t forget the day I met with you years ago at Snow Camp. 

God alone knew why He placed you on my heart as Pastor of Y & V. 7thly,  

 

BE UNDER GUARDIANSHIP! Be under the Holy Spirit who dwells in all of 

us as believers, and guard that good deposit entrusted to you. (VII.) Notice  

I Timothy 1: 13, 14. “Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard 

from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who 

dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.” Go back to I Timothy 

5: 1, 2. Notice how under the power of the Holy Spirit, you know who to speak to 

and how. “Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, 
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younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in 

all purity. Let the Holy Spirit guard your heart, life, and lips. Guard the 

relationship you have with the indwelling Spirit. Mind His checks and guard what 

the Holy Spirit calls you to do and do His promptings at all cost. Eighthly, 

 

BE UNDER ANOINTING! Be under the anointed breath of God and His 

Word and so be equipped for every good work through the God-breathed 

Scripture. (VIII) Notice II Timothy 3: 16, 17. “All Scripture is breathed out by 

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good 

work.” Ordained ministers must be competent. God-breathed doctrine keeps us and 

others from error; God-breathed reproof keeps us and others from sin. God-

breathed correction keeps us and others from failure; God-breathed training in 

righteousness keeps us and others from foolishness. God-breathed training in 

righteousness means God knows how best for you to be trained yourself, who to 

mentor you, and whom you are to mentor. Make sure the training you receive and 

give is God-breathed. Ninthly,  

 

BE UNDER PREACHING! Be willing to preaching the Word, living under its 

restraints, reproving, rebuking, exhorting with with patient instruction. (IX.) I 

Timothy 4: 1-4. “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 

judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the 

word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 

complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 

teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander off into myths. All I want to say here is let the Word you preach be 

over you, never you over it. Under it is exegesis. Over the Word is folly. Tenthly, 

 

BE UNDER COMMISSION. Be under the Great Commission, fulfilling your 

ministry by enduring suffering and doing the work of an evangelist. (X.) 

Notice II Timothy 4: 5. “As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do 

the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” Unashamed speaking for Christ 

and courageous suffering with Christ, is by the power of God in Christ. Just like 

the disciples in Acts 4:31—“They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 

word of God with boldness.” No one can even say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the 

power of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3) The fulfilling of your ordained 

ministry, and your victory comes, Pastor Will as you endure persecution, and 

overcome the enemy by the blood of the Lamb and the word of your testimony. 

(Rev. 12: 11) As you evangelize, God will give you souls and it will be worth it all. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.31
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2012.3

