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(The Prodigal Son Parable) 

And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
living. And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when 
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did 
eat: and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired 
servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will 
arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy 
hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son 
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. Now 
his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard 
musick and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things 
meant. And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go 
in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. And he answering said to his father, 



Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy 
commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: 
for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.  (KJV) 

C.S. Lewis' Conversion 

While attending Magdalen, one of the constituent colleges of the University of Oxford in 
England, C. S. Lewis converted to theism in the spring of 1929, thus setting the stage for 
his eventual conversion to the Christian faith in 1931. He describes his conversion in his 
book, Surprised by Joy:  

You must picture me alone in that room in Magdalen, night after night, 
feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my work, the 
steady, unrelenting approach of Him of whom I so earnestly desired not to 
meet. That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the Trinity 
Term of 1929 [May 22] I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and 
knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most dejected and reluctant 
convert in all England. I did not then see what is now the most shining and 
obvious thing; the Divine humility which will accept a convert even on 
such terms. The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet. But 
who can duly adore that Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal 
who is brought in kicking, struggling, resentful, and darting his eyes in 
every direction for a chance of escape? … The hardness of God is kinder 
than the softness of men, and His compassion is our liberation. 

 
1. When we are distant God is still there. 

 
Mt 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

 
A. He's in Heaven 
B. He's on earth 
C. He's with us 

 
 
2. When we are blind to our condition, God is still looking. 

 

John Newton (1725-1807) 

A "wretch" who found "Amazing Grace!"  

John Newton was nurtured by a devoted Christian mother who dreamed 
that her only son would become a preacher. But she died when John was a 
child, and he followed his sea-captain father to a sailor's life. John didn't 



care for the discipline of the Royal Navy: he deserted ship, was flogged, 
and eventually was discharged. 

He then headed for regions where he could "sin freely," and ended up on 
the western coast of Africa, working for a slave trader who mistreated 
him. Newton's life during that period bore the appearance of a modern 
Prodigal Son's: "a wretched looking man toiling in a plantation of lemon 
trees in the Island of Plaintains--clothes had become rags, no shelter and 
begging for unhealthy roots to allay his hunger." After more than a year of 
such treatment, he managed to escape from the island, in 1747. 

The following year his ship was battered by a severe storm. Newton had 
read The Imitation of Christ, and during the life-threatening voyage he 
became a Christian. Ironically, Newton then served as captain of a slave 
ship for six years. He gradually came to abhor slavery and later crusaded 
against it. 

Newton became greatly influenced by George Whitefield and the Wesleys. 
He married his long-time sweetheart and began studying for the ministry 
and preaching in whatever vacant building he could procure. Known as the 
"old converted sea captain," he attracted large audiences. He was ordained 
within the Anglican Church, and in 1764 he took a curacy in Olney. 

Newton felt dissatisfied with the hymns of the traditional psalter. He 
began writing his own, many autobiographical in nature, including 
"Amazing Grace!" 

He also befriended poet William Cowper, and they collaborated to 
produce Olney Hymns, which became the standard hymnal of evangelical 
Anglican churches. The hymnal, which includes Newton's hymns 
"Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" and "How Sweet the Name of 
Jesus Sounds," was reprinted in England and America for the next century. 

In his old age, it was suggested that Newton retire because of bad health 
and failing memory. He replied, "My memory is nearly gone, but I 
remember two things: That I am a great sinner and that Christ is a great 
Savior!" 

  --source unknown 
 

A. We have blindspots Psalm 139 
 
B. We have knownspots 

 
C. He is persistent in His searching out of our hearts. 

 
D. His holiness is not meant to reject but to reveal to us what He wants to 

impart to us through His Son Jesus Christ. 



 
 3. When we are most unlovable God is still loving. 
 

��Ps 86:15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

��Ps 111:4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD 
is gracious and full of compassion. 

��Ps 112:4 Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is 
gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 

��Ps 145:8 The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, 
and of great mercy. 

 
 
  Asian Legend 

An ancient Asian legend tells the story of a man who had a wild and impetuous son. 
Curtis E. Liens, in The Man with Dirty Hands, says: 

The boy became involved with the ruffians of the village who persuaded 
him to join them in a robbery of his own father's treasury house. After the 
robbery was over, his friends fled with the stolen treasure and left him to 
face the guilt of the crime alone. The young man was desperate. He was 
deserted by his friends, and he had betrayed the trust of his father. But his 
greatest crime was that he had brought public dishonor on the family 
name. And, in a culture where ancestors are worshiped and family 
integrity is a sacred trust, this was the worst wrong of all. 

Broken and deeply repentant, he went to his father and begged 
forgiveness. Graciously, it was granted. The father called all of the 
members of the family together to celebrate the reconciliation and return 
of his son. When all had enjoyed the banquet to the fullest, the father stood 
and lifted his cup of rice wine for a toast. But, as the son drank deeply the 
contents of his cup, he grabbed his throat and fell lifeless across the table. 
The son had been poisoned. The father, with ceremonial dignity nodded to 
the guests. Each in turn graciously and politely bowed to the father as they 
silently left the banquet hall. All was now put right. The son had paid the 
price of his pardon with poison. His honor had been restored. The family 
integrity and honor were reestablished. The unfortunate incident was 
closed. 

Transition:  In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, another father is deeply shamed 
by his son's wild and reckless behavior. But when that son comes back and begs 
forgiveness, what a different reaction he gets. 

 
 A.  We are prideful "give me the portion of goods that falleth to me" v. 12 
 
 B.  We are wasters "wasted his substance" v. 13 
 



C. We celebrate the wrong things  "riotous living" v. 13 
a. (1 John 2:15-16) Love not the world, neither the things that are in 

the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world.  

 
D. We spend time paying for our wrong decisions "filled his belly with the 

husks that the swine did eat"  v. 16  
a. Ga 6:8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 

corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. 

 
E. We are pitiful  "I will say to unto him [father]" v. 18 

 
a. Pr 11:2 When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but with the 

lowly is wisdom. 
 

F. We are shameful  "and am no more worthy to be called thy son, make me 
as one of thy hired servants"  v. 19 

 
a. Ga 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 

his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
 

G. He is unconditional love 
a. Ran 
b. Embraced 
c. Kissed 
d. Shout "lost, found, dead, alive" 
e. Inviting "brought him into the house" 
f. Restoring "robe, ring, sandals" 
g. Rejoicing "kill the fatted calf" 
h. Full of justice "It was fitting to celebrate" 

 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 

��Point #1, Your presence in your family is vital to the harmony of your 
family, your church and the world around you. 

 
��Point #2, Your leadership in your family is non-transferable—you are 

given the position of Father because your children need exactly that—
an earthly representation of the Holy Heavenly Father to show them 
what discipline and reconciliation are all about. 



 
��Point #3, Your love for your family should outweigh all other loves in 

your life so that you are known by your family as one who offers 
unconditional love. 

 
Closing Questions: 
 

��Are you an ever-present father in your family providing harmony? 
 
��Are you seizing the opportunity to show your family who the 

Heavenly Father is by representing Him to them here on earth? 
 

��Are you known as a father who shares unconditional love to your wife 
and to your children?  Are there shortcomings in your family that you 
use to excuse your lack for love? 

 
 


