
 

 1 of 5 

                     The Ammonites are Utterly Defeated 

 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 150                                   Hymn Insert-  The Power of the Cross 

1st Scripture:  2 Samuel 10:1-11:1                                     Hymn Insert-  Majesty 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 12:26-31           Hymn #550-  Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

Introduction: 

 You will recall, that back in chapter 10 (which we read in our first Scripture reading), 

Nahash, the king of Ammon had died, and his son, Hanun, had begun to reign in his place.  Since 

Nahash and David were friends, David had decided to show kindness to Hanun (his son), by 

sending a few of his servants to comfort him, during his time of mourning.  However, at the 

behest of poor counsel, Hanun rejected David's kindness, presuming instead, that David was 

sending men to spy out the land of Ammon.  And so, he took David's servants, and utterly 

embarrassed and shamed them, by shaving off half of their beards, and cutting off their garments 

from the waste down, before sending them back home.  Following this, recognizing that they had 

made themselves repulsive in the sight of David and Israel, the Ammonites hired the Syrians, 

and provoked an all out war with Israel. 

 With Joab leading the army of Israel, and more importantly, with the help of God, Israel 

had slaughtered the Syrians, to the point that they were afraid to help the people of Ammon 

anymore.  However, the Ammonites fled into their walled city, preventing the Israelites from 

destroying them, at the time.  It was not the season for besieging and overtaking a city, which 

takes much time and resources.   

 But then, the spring came, which was the time when kings go out to war, and it was then 

that the Israelites would be avenged against Ammon.  Only, as we have seen, David did not go 

out to war with his army.  Rather, he left that work to Joab, who indeed, destroyed the 

Ammonites, and besieged the royal city of Rabbah.  And it was during this time that David's sin 

with Bathsheba had taken place, which we have considered over the last several weeks.  Well, 

this morning, we come back now, to see how the war with the Ammonites concludes, and 

especially the siege of Rabbah.      
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 In spite of David's failure to go out to the battle, and in spite of his grievous sin, God 

provides Israel with a tremendous victory over the Ammonites.  Joab's siege of the royal city is 

successful.  After securing the city's water supply, he was able to gain control of the city.  And, 

in spite of David's failure to be at the battle, Joab, honorably, ensures that David receives the 

credit, as Israel's king.  On the brink of the city's collapse, Joab sends messengers to David, 

urging him to come to finish the job, and to take the city.  With a sense of sarcasm, he says (in 

verse 28), "Now therefore, gather the rest of the people together and encamp against the city and 

take it, lest I take the city and it be called after my name.'" 

 And so, David gathers the rest of the army together, and goes to fight against the ailing 

and weakened city.  And ultimately, he takes it.  And then, he takes the crown from off of the 

king of Ammon's head (apparently a very luxurious crown, with precious stones, weighing in, at, 

at least sixty pounds of gold!), and sets it upon his own head.  They further plunder the city of its 

goods and assets, and the conclusion of the matter, given in verse 31, states: 

 "And he brought out the people who were in it, and put them to work with saws and iron 

picks and iron axes, and made them cross over to the brick works.  So he did to all the cities of 

the people of Ammon.  Then David and all the people returned to Jerusalem." 

 And so, closure is finally brought, to all of the trouble, which was needlessly provoked by 

Hanun, the king of Ammon.  The Lord secured a great and ultimate victory for Israel, over the 

Ammonites.  And those who remained alive, became servants to David and Israel, unto various 

building projects.     

 

II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, having considered a basic overview of the text, let us then spend the remainder 

of our time, looking at a few relevant closing thoughts and applications. 

 1) Again brethren, at the very basic level, can we not see here, God's incomprehensible 

grace toward David?  Here, we are given further confirmation, that although David's sin was 

grievous, and although there were, and will be, ongoing consequences for his sin, God continues 

to provide David with signs of His unfailing love and commitment to David.  God has given 

David a crushing victory over his enemies.   

 Remember brethren, the root of David's sin of adultery with Bathsheba, had its origin in 

David's failure to go out to war with the army of Israel.  His failure to lead the Israelites, in their 

war against the Ammonites; his desire to sit back and take it easy, while Joab took care of things 
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on the battlefield, set the stage and context for the idle time, within which, he found himself 

strolling upon the palace roof, where his eyes would find the beautiful Bathsheba, bathing on top 

of her roof.  From there, lust conceived, leading to adultery, deception and even murder.  And 

yet, here, God still gives David the crushing victory in that very war!  Joab calls David across the 

Jordan, to the very battle, in which David had previously neglected to take part, only to deliver 

the glory and credit over to David, for capturing the royal city, whose neck was already broken!  

And David took the glorious crown of gold, and wore it upon his own head, as the victor of a war 

that he had not really fought.  Yes, he came in and fought at the end, but again, the Ammonites 

were already truly conquered, before David had even arrived. 

 Could not God have easily allowed David and the Israelites, to lose this battle; indeed, 

especially this particular battle, since the great and terrible sins of David, took place, when 

David should have been in the battle himself?  Ought God to have fought for Israel, letting David 

receive the glory here, which he by no means deserved, and by every means had forfeited?   

 Well brethren, let's take this a step further, before we jump up, with fingers pointed, 

ready to condemn David: 

 2) Is this not, in some way, a profound picture of the way in which God treats us, 

brethren?  Let me ask you, have you ever really pondered the Scriptures, which teach that, in the 

end, the people of God (all, who die in Christ), will be crowned with glory and honor, in the 

presence of heavenly and angelic beings? 

 How many of us, can say, even for a moment, that we deserve such honor and glory?  

Was not the great battle against all of our enemies, ultimately won, when we were lost and dead 

in our sins, idly serving our own selfish lusts and pleasures?  Did not our Lord Jesus Christ, 

crush the head of our enemies; did He not incapacitate them and slaughter them, at His cross, 

only to call us into the battle, when our victory was guaranteed and assured by His victory at 

Calvary?  Is not our regeneration, our faith, our repentance, our ability to obey, our very desire to 

obey and to fight the good fight of faith; is not our perseverance and every positive inkling of a 

thing that we do unto the glory of God; is not the whole process, from beginning to end, of our 

overcoming, bound up, entirely in the work of our Triune God...our Father, who ordains our 

victory, our Christ and Savior, who secured it, and the Holy Spirit, who empowers us unto it?  

And yet, God would reward us for our labors; the very labors, which He has ordained 

beforehand, and which He works through us?  Will we wear a crown of glory, in the presence of 

angelic and heavenly beings, for a work wrought, entirely in, by and through the Lord Jesus 
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Christ?!  You see brethren, understanding these realities and the riches of God's 

incomprehensible grace toward us, can alone, give us the ability to appreciate all that God has 

done for David here.  For, in Christ, God graciously blesses and exalts unworthy sinners, and 

brethren, if we see not a mirror, in the actions of God toward David here, then we miss the very 

relevant message for us!  Here, we have another page in the handbook of grace, brethren, and it 

can only benefit us, if we can look David in the eyes, right here, at his worst, and say, "That's 

me, and that is a wonderful display of the way in which God has graciously proven His love 

toward me!" 

 3) In closing friends, let me ask you something.  Having worked through the gross and 

terrible reality of David's sin, has anything about the grace of God, triggered awe and amazement 

in your heart?  Have you been brought to consider the things that we have gone over, not merely 

from the standpoint of a "third person" observer, but from the standpoint of a personal 

beneficiary of such amazing grace?   

 How do these things relate to you; to your view of God, personally, and to your view of 

how God relates to you, personally?  Does the grace of God, cause your heart to glow with 

amazement, not merely when you ponder His treatment of David, but when you ponder His 

treatment of you?  Are there very specific ways, in which, you can see yourself as the unworthy, 

miserable sinner, desperately, continuously, in need of the free grace of God, or are these things 

just nice to ponder about David?   

 What in the world am I getting at, with these kinds of pointed questions?  Well, friends, 

the very clear message of the Bible, is that we are all desperately lost sinners, desperately in need 

of the grace of God; indeed, the kind of free and amazing grace, exercised by God toward David, 

in these very texts.  And God is more than willing to be gracious, but His grace only meets those, 

who honestly come to terms with their desperately lost, and defiled condition.   

 Jesus came to be a "Savior," indeed, the only Savior, for a world that is lost, and 

entrenched in sin.  He came as a physician for broken souls, who, upon recognizing their broken 

and corrupt condition, desperately flee to Him for the grace, which He has secured by His death 

on the cross!  He did not come for the self-righteous...because there are "none righteous, no not 

one."  And so, as we view the great faults and sins and evils of mankind, we are meant to come 

to terms with our own condition, over and over again.  So that, if we are presently lost and 

without Christ in our souls, we might gain Christ, who freely comes to those who see their 

desperate need of Him and His grace!  And, so that, those who are presently united with Christ, 
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by His grace, might improve upon that grace, falling down on their faces before God in continual 

worship, offering themselves up as living sacrifices, overwhelmingly desirous to serve His 

purposes, in His church! 

 And so, again, as we are brought to the forefront of God's gracious dealings with David, 

yet again, I ask you, "How amazing is God's grace to you?"  Are you unsaved?  Become a 

desperate beggar, at the throne of grace, until you are certain that you are an object of that free 

grace!  Are you saved?  Then walk worthy of that grace!  Live in, and out of it!  Let it be the 

very air that you breathe; the very life breath of your soul, leading you to radiate its reality, in 

whatever context of life, you find yourself.  Let the aroma of Christ and His love, be the 

governing principle that generates every ripple that you make, in the pond of this desperately lost 

and fallen world! 

 

AMEN!!! 

 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 

 

 


