
Mk. 5:21-43  “A Matter of Life and Death”

For the Children: Perhaps you have noticed that we often pray for people to get well – Lord willing.  Many do, but 
some do not.  That is God’s will.  He answers our prayers and heals some, but not all.  All His children will be healed - 
when we get to heaven.  By doing it that way, the Lord teaches us to trust Him even when we can’t see positive results. 
God has not willed that people today would come to believe in Him because they have seen lots of miracles.  He 
enables people to believe only through hearing the Gospel.  We tell the Gospel because we trust what the Lord says, 
even about things we cannot yet see.  Questions: What do these 2 miracles tell us about the Lord Jesus’ power?  What 
does the physical raising of the dead girl point to?  What are some of wrong views of the healing that comes from the 
Lord?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Matter of Power
• The Laying on of Hands: Both miracles involve physical contact with the Lord Jesus.  Jairus requests Jesus to 

lay hands on his daughter; the woman touches the tassel of His cloak; and the Lord takes the hand of the little 
girl to raise her from death.  There is nothing wrong with healing by such close contact (Mk. 3:10; 6:5, 56; 
8:23,25; and Acts 19:12).  The problem comes when people think close contact automatically transfers power

• Superstition Overcome: The Lord discourages superstition by taking the girl’s hand rather than laying hands on 
her (v. 41).  He raises her by His Word of command.  He also explains to the woman that her faith has made 
her well, not His cloak!  Healing is connected to the Person of Jesus

• Power Going Out: His awareness that power went out from Him when the woman touched His cloak does not 
indicate an automatic process over which the Lord had no control.  Healing was subject to God’s will.  As man, 
Jesus could observe the power God decided to send forth, but He could not control God’s will to heal

Second Point: A Matter of Life
• Life-Threatening Situations: Previously. The Lord had healed the sick, commanded Nature and battled the 

demonic world.  Here He shows that He is Lord of life and death – since the woman’s life was in danger and 
Jairus’ daughter actually died

• A Helpful Delay: The delay in reaching the girl – due to the woman in the crowd – was necessary so the girl 
would die and the miracle would be one of resurrecting the dead.  Note the similar delay with Lazarus in Jn. 
11:15, 21).  This worked to God’s glory – and gave opportunity to teach against superstition

• Kingdom Power: This is more than a display of God’s power through His prophets; it is the breaking in of 
God’s Kingdom through the coming of the King.  It is of the nature of this Kingdom to banish Satan, sin and 
death (Rev. 20:14, 21:4).  It is therefore a pointer to the eternal banishment of death that Jesus brings.  Hence 
we say the dead believer is merely “asleep” (v. 39, with Jn. 11:11-14 and 1 Thess. 4:13ff).  Hence also the 
Lord’s “Go in peace!” imply much more than physical restoration

Third Point: A Matter of Faith
• Healing and Faith Do Not Always Go Together: Sometimes the Lord physically heals those without faith – or 

withholds healing from those with faith.  See Lk. 17, Jn. 9.  Sometimes He restricts healing to those with faith 
(Mk. 6:5).  But here it is necessary to connect the two, to show that healing is not magical or automatic.  Faith 
is needed to connect us to Christ.  Complete healing is only found through Him, by faith.  That full healing will 
reach its completion when He returns

• Trust and Ridicule: To emphasize the importance of faith, the sarcasm of the disciples (v. 31) and the mockery 
of the mourners (v. 40) is contrasted with the confidence of Jairus (vss. 23, 36) and the woman in the crowd 
(vss. 27-28).  The miracle of raising the dead is to be kept secret (v. 43), in line with the veiling of the Gospel 
then; but the faith of those who believed was a witness to the Gospel

Conclusion


