
2 Chron. 26:16-23 (WCF 23:1-3)  “The Interference of a King”

For the Children: Imagine if a child decided to take over the family.  Dad and mum would have to start following 
orders.  They might have to be punished if they were naughty.  The child could put in place a new set of rules about 
bed-times and TV.  The menu for dinner would be what the child wanted, and so on.  Of course, this would be a very 
wrong and a very harmful situation.   It is against what God has said and the way He has made things to be.  When 
people try to do some job or take some position to which God has not called them, they act wrongly and dangerously. 
Likewise, when they try to stop others from doing what God has called them to do.  Questions: What has God called 
you to do as children?  Why do people often try to do more than God has given them to do?  What does the Lord do 
when people try to get “too big for their boots”?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The Established Boundaries
• Sphere Sovereignty: God has built boundaries into various areas of life – different spheres which have their 

own rules, authorities and responsibilities by God’s appointment.  King Uzziah therefore has boundaries on 
what he can do as king.  The Lord has given rulers a mandate to promote goodness, justice and peace, to 
protect and defend their people and to punish evildoers (Rom. 13:1ff, 1Pet. 2:13-14; Art. 1).  He regulates the 
behavior of rulers and casts down oppressors.  He commands the people to obey lawful authority.  They may 
also serve in government (Art. 2).  But rulers should not exceed that mandate and  overstep by breaking down 
the boundaries between government and other spheres

• The Three offices: Uzziah was not just a ruler, however.  He was a king in the theocracy of Judah, alongside 
prophets and priests.  The Lord had set up these 3 distinct offices to point to Christ, Who combined them all in 
one Person, so we could all serve God in the exercise of a general 3-fold office.  Uzziah was blurring those 
distinctions that pointed to Christ when he tried to act as priest.  If even theocratic kings may not interfere with 
the other offices, today’s secular government should not interfere with the calling of the Church as a whole. 
See Art. 3

Second Point: The Cause of the Problem
• The Problem of Pride: Uzziah had become rich, powerful and famous – due to God’s help (v. 10).  He had 

received that help because he was initially very faithful (vss. 4-5).  But he became proud (v. 16), which led to 
further sin.  He thought he could do as he pleased, and act as a priest-king, like the nations around often had. 
The rulers of the nations wanted to be messiahs, rather than to point to the Messiah.  He forgot that his success 
was due to the promise of the Davidic covenant (2 Sam. 7) – due to Christ

• The Problem of Rejecting the Word: Uzziah also rejected God’s Word e.g., Num. 3:10, 16:40.  It is against 
God’s Word for someone to take up religious duties to which they are not called, or to interfere with the 
commands He has given to others or the boundaries He has set in place

• The Problem of Ignoring God’s Holiness: God is holy – pure and unique, separate.  He shows His holiness by 
setting apart certain people – and in the OT certain places, times and objects - for special service to Him. 
Interfering with those people or things is an attack upon His holiness

Third Point: The Opposition to the King
• Opposition from the Lord: God opposes Uzziah by making him leprous – as He did with Miriam when she 

overstepped against Moses (Num. 12:10).  The one who attacked God’s holiness became unclean, separated 
from human contact, from the House of God.  The one who grasped more than the kingship had to let his son 
rule.  The Lord will ultimately oppose all rulers who oppose His Son (Pss. 2:10-11, 110;5)

• Opposition from Men: Azariah and 80 brave priests also opposed Uzziah – not by the sword, but by the Word 
of God.  When government oversteps, we must “obey God rather than men” (Acts 4:10, 5:29), giving witness 
to the importance of obeying the Word of God, but not encouraging revolution

Conclusion:


