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Now that we have passed the half-way point of our sermon series on the 
Lord's Supper, there are a couple of things about which I want to remind us. First 
of all, to answer the question about why so many sermons are being preached on 
this subject, I would answer that the Reformers wrote more books about the Lord's 
Supper than about any other topic of theology, including justification by faith 
alone. This was partly due to the circumstances in which they lived, and partly due 
to the nature of the disagreements that they had. However, that does not diminish 
the fact that the Reformers cared passionately about the Lord's Supper as a means 
of grace. Since the Lord's Supper proclaims the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
until He comes, it most certainly is a gospel issue, just as much as the Word of 
God is a gospel issue. They both proclaim the salvation we have in Christ Jesus. 
However, the Lord's Supper has fallen on hard times in modern evangelicalism. 
Evangelicals today typically believe that the Lord's Supper is not really all that 
important. They say it is not central to the Christian faith. They say that we can 
tolerate many differences of opinion on the Lord's Supper, because it is a 
peripheral issue, an issue on the sideline. To that kind of thinking the Reformation 
fathers would have told us that there are three marks of the true church: word, 
sacraments and discipline. There are three means of grace: word, sacraments, and 
prayer. Is the Word of God a sideline issue? Is prayer a sideline issue? Now, this 
doesn't mean that every single issue that we could raise about the sacraments 
would be equally important. However, the sacraments themselves are central to the 
gospel, because they proclaim the gospel. It is partly to help us realize how 
important the sacraments are that I decided to preach this series of sermons. The 
Lord's Supper is a means of grace. It is a regular means of grace. If we want that 
grace, then we should want to learn more about it, so that we can prepare for it 
better, and so that we can reflect better while it is happening, and so that we can go 
over it afterwards and contemplate the grace we have received. That being said, I 
also chose this passage from Revelation in order to give us a bit of a sneak peak at 
the next sermon series, which I will do, Lord-willing, on the book of Revelation. 

As with some of the texts we looked at in 1 Corinthians, this text has a 
surprising context. The marriage supper of the Lamb, which is such a joyous 
occasion, has as its context judgment and darkness. Chapter 18 tells us of the 
judgment of Babylon, a symbol of the kingdom of Satan as it is an enticement to 
the momentary pleasures of sin. There are two ways that Satan tries to shake our 
faith. One is through persecution, and the other is through enticement. Babylon 
represents the enticement of sin. This will all be judged, as chapter 18 says. So, 
when chapter 19 begins with the words “After these things,” chapter 18's judgment 



on Babylon is the context. Verse 2 is not very pleasant to modern ears (the 
problem is with our ears, not with the text!). Verse 2 praises the Lord for bringing 
judgment on to Babylon, and for exercising revenge for the blood of the saints. 
Verse 3 continues this praise by rejoicing in the judgment of the burning city. 

After those rather amazing verses, our attention is drawn to the more 
positive things which result from the negative judgment. It is because Babylon is 
judged that the people of God can sit down in peace at a wedding supper. The 
battle has to be over before the celebration can begin. 

Two words are very important in these verses. The first is “amen” and the 
other is “alleluia.” The word “amen” means, in this context, that we are agreeing 
with God's judgment on the wicked. We are saying, “so be it.” We are trusting in 
God's word, and that God has done what He said He would do. The word 
“alleluia” is a word of praise. It means “praise to the Lord.” Just as a matter of 
interest, when you see the word “Hallelujah” you are seeing the Hebrew version of 
the word, and when you see “alleluia,” you are seeing the Greek version of the 
word, but they mean the same thing. So we are to worship the Lord for His 
judgment on Babylon. That might seem a hard thing for us to do, and yet would 
we really want to worship a God who did not punish sin? God has punished and 
will punish ALL sin. For unbelievers, He punishes them for their own sin. For 
believers, He has sent His Son to bear the punishment for us. But in both cases, all 
sin is punished. And that punishment is death. We serve a completely righteous 
and holy God. 

The more amazing thing, however, is that there is any wedding supper of 
the Lamb at all. Why should there be a bride? By strict justice, there should be no 
bride at all. And yet, God has worked out a way, in His infinite wisdom, to be both 
infinitely just and infinitely gracious at the same time, and we are the ones who 
receive the benefit of that incredible wisdom. This leads us to the three main points 
of the sermon. We look at the past, the present, and the future when it comes to the 
Lord's Supper. To be more precise, the Lord's Supper itself looks backwards in 
time; it looks to the present, and it looks to the future. 

The Lord's Supper looks to the past. We have seen this already in several of 
the sermons on the Lord's Supper. We are to remember by participating in our 
Lord's death and resurrection. This remembering is at the heart of the gospel itself, 
for in this kind of remembrance, we are agreeing that Jesus did these things for us, 
for me, and for you. In participating with the bread and the cup, we are 
proclaiming the Lord's death and resurrection. We are saying that although that 
event happened 2,000 years ago, it drastically affects us today. It is life-changing. 
History in general can change us when we look carefully at it, but no event can 
change us more than Christ's death and resurrection. It is that complex of events 
which the Holy Spirit applies to us in our own lives. When the Holy Spirit gives us 
new life, He is making us participants in Christ's death and resurrection, so that 



when Christ died, we died to sin. When Christ was raised to life, we were raised to 
the newness of life. This is who we are. Our very identity is wrapped up in Jesus 
Christ's own life, death, and resurrection. 

Faith, therefore, also looks back at what Christ did. Faith believes that it 
happened, based on the testimony of God's Word. Faith agrees with the Word's 
statements about the power of that event. Faith trusts in the person of Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. And the reason Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior is His perfect 
life, sacrificial death, powerful resurrection, and conquering ascension into 
heaven. Faith looks back in time, and does so in the Lord's Supper. 

However, the Lord's Supper also looks to the present. It is one thing to say 
that Jesus did all those things. It is another thing to see that we currently have, 
right now, an advocate in heaven pleading our cause, and interceding for us. This 
points to the fact that the ascension of Jesus Christ may very well be the most 
under-rated and under-appreciated doctrine in all of church history. What good is 
Jesus to us if He is not available to us right now? How are you supposed to live in 
Christ, if He cannot reach out and touch you right now? What kind of power can 
we have from the Holy Spirit, if Jesus is not sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts 
and minds right now? How can we participate in a Lord's Supper and partake of 
Christ Himself if He is not available to us right now? Faith looks to the present, 
and we can also put it this way: faith looks up. The hymn says it well: “My faith 
looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine: now hear me while I pray, 
take all my guilt away, O let me from this day be wholly thine.” We have a current 
and present help in Jesus Christ. He will never leave us nor forsake us. For He has 
promised, and He keeps every last one of His promises. The Lord's Supper looks 
to the present. 

Our passage makes it very clear that the Lord's Supper also looks forward 
to the wedding supper of the Lamb. This is all put into a nice neat nutshell in 1 
Corinthians 11, when Paul says that when we participate (in the present) in the 
bread and the cup, we proclaim (in the present) Christ's death (in the past) until he 
comes (in the future). There in one verse, we have all three tenses of the Lord's 
Supper: past, present, and future. The future is glorious, my friends, something to 
which we can look forward with a most eager anticipation. The feasting will be 
marvelous, the presence of Jesus enthralling, the lack of sin a relief, and the 
presence of our loved ones balm to our souls. We have a foretaste of heavenly bliss 
in the Lord's Supper, for the fellowship that we have in the Supper is genuine, and 
we will have a much fuller feast in the new heavens and the new earth. Now, our 
participation in that future banquet is by faith at the present time. We look forward 
in the Lord's Supper to the wedding supper. It is something we believe will 
happen, and it is something for which we long. And so the Lord's Supper looks 
forward to the time when it will be no more a mere taste, but a full banquet. This 
little bit of bread and wine that we have now is just a taster, a snifter, a whiff of 



what will be. It is one reason why the portions we serve are small. It should make 
you want more! To increase your longing for what will be is one of the primary 
purposes of the Lord's Supper. 

Our applications of these truths will likewise be sorted by time. What do we 
do before the Lord's Supper, what do we do during the Lord's Supper, and what do 
we do after the Lord's Supper? The Westminster Larger Catechism has some very 
helpful guidance on these questions, and I urge you to read questions 171-175 of 
the Larger Catechism. Before the Supper, we should examine ourselves to make 
sure that we are in Christ, we should remember with sorrow our sins; we should 
meditate on the knowledge of God, and on our love for Him; we should forgive 
those who have sinned against us, and we should pray and meditate on God's 
Word. 

During the Supper, we should exercise a holy reverence and attention on the 
Lord's Supper. We should diligently pay attention to what is going on, discern the 
Lord's body in heaven, meditate on His sufferings and death, judging ourselves as 
sinners and in need of grace, sorrowing for our sin, and exercising faith in Jesus 
Christ. We should also remember that the Lord's Supper is a covenant meal that we 
celebrate together with the other believers in the church, and therein we celebrate 
the fact that we are one body. 

What we should do after the Supper is to consider how we have behaved 
during the Lord's Supper, and to reflect on what benefit we have received from it. 
We ought to bless and praise the Lord for His mercy in providing this sacrament. 
We should be asking God to show us if we have not gotten the grace we should, 
and therefore we should pray that the Lord will help us to do better next time so 
that we will get all the grace God wants to give us. 

The Lord's Supper looks to the past, the present and the future. So must our 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord richly feed us with Himself in the 
Supper, and may we all receive grace upon grace to help in time of need!   


