
Gospel of Mark Chapter 11A 

 

Since we covered the Triumphal Entry of the Lord Jesus into the City of Jerusalem 2 months ago 

on Palm Sunday, I will not take the time to expound on those verses again in detail today but I 

will reflect on them only to set the stage for what takes place on the next day. 

 

We have entered the final week of our Lord’s incarnation, the grand crescendo of his ministry on 

the earth is about to take place on a hill outside of Jerusalem. 

 I have noted over the past few weeks that Jesus is a man on a mission. He knows the end is 

near and he is pressing on like a freight train headed for his final destination, keeping perfect 

time, being driven by the will of his Father. 

 You may remember that He arranged all of the details of his triumphal entry in such a way 

that he perfectly fulfilled the Scripture penned by the Prophets. 

 

Coming up from the town of Bethany to the top of the Mount of Olives Jesus rides on to his 

destination, indeed to his destiny. 

 For SURE this is the promised Messiah, the Son of David, the long awaited King of Israel 

coming lowly on the colt the foal of a donkey with shouts of “Hosanna, Blessed is he that 

cometh in the name of the Lord:” 

 

BUT ironically despite the singing of this great crowd, nothing actually happens, the Pharisees 

complain about the noise, the crowd disburses and in what seems to be a seriously anticlimactic 

ending Mark writes: 

 

Mark 11:11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around 

at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 What seemed at first to be the perfect setting for the coronation of Israel’s King quickly 

fizzled, leaving Jesus in the Temple observing, watching, evaluating the activity within the 

temple.  

 YOU see, whether MEN will admit it or not Jesus IS the King of all kings and the Lord of all 

lords. He doesn’t need the approval of men in order to take his throne. 

 

Certainly, the proper response to the coming of the King into his glorious temple would have 

been WORSHIP, honor, adoration and exaltation. 

 But the excited crowd that once sang the Psalms of ascension along the road proved 

themselves to be fickle when they were met with resistance.  

 

Here in Verse 11 Mark clearly alludes to the impending storm of God’s judgment on the Temple 

by the one who designed it to be a house of prayer. 

 Jesus comes to the very center of religious life in Israel seeking spiritual fruit, the fruit of 

humble repentance and righteousness that should be found among God’s people.   

 He comes as the promised King, the Messiah, seeking true worship and what does he find 

there in the Temple of the Living God? 

o He finds Fickleness rather than faith, Formalism rather than Fruit,  

o Corruption and materialism rather than holiness and humility.   

 



In the variegated colors of the tapestry of Jesus’ triumphal entry there is a strange dark thread 

that none of us are comfortable with, nevertheless it is a thread that all of us must come to grips 

with and it is the thread of divine judgment. 

 

Jesus prophetically exposed this thread even before he entered the city. At some point in his 

triumphal entry Jesus stops, he weeps, he laments over the coming judgment. 

Luke 19: 41  And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it,  42  saying, “Would that 

you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden 

from your eyes. 43  For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade 

around you and surround you and hem you in on every side  44  and tear you down to the 

ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in 

you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

 These words of Judgment, spoken by the Lord Jesus are vividly illustrated and expounded 

upon as we move ahead in the Gospel of Mark. 

 

The illustration of God’s Judgment on the Temple is revealed in two parts: 

 The cursing of the Fig tree. 

 The Cleansing of the Temple.  (We will not get to the cleansing today) 

 

Here in Mark 11 we are moving from Palm Sunday into Monday of Passion Week. 

Mark 11:12  On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 

13  And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. 

When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 

14  And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it. 

 The cursing of the fig tree has troubled scholars for centuries. 

 Some of them are puzzled by the fact that this is the only “miracle of destruction” that is 

performed by the Lord Jesus in all of the Gospels. 

 

One commentator says “it is the tale of miraculous power wasted in the service of ill temper.” 

(T.W. Manson)  (As if this same Jesus who fasted in the wilderness for 40 days was somehow 

out of control because he couldn’t have a fig) 

 On the surface it might seem to some that Jesus is overreacted to this innocent fig tree 

because it does not bear fruit. 

 So we have to ask, WHY DID Jesus curse the Fig tree? 

I would submit to you that the cursing of the fig tree is a prophetic demonstration of God’s 

coming judgment on the temple, its leadership and the nation of Israel. 

 

Take a minute and think:  What do we know about Jesus? We know from scripture that he is 

Prophet, Priest and King. 

 Prophet (Deut 18:15)   Priest  (Order of Melchizedek Psalm 110:4) and King (2 Sam7) 

 We see in Mark 11:1-10 that Jesus presented himself to Israel as their promised King. 

 In verses 15-19 Jesus is a zealous Priest who purifies the Temple of God cleansing the 

House of Prayer for all people. This is what the Prophet Isaiah foretold (56:7) 

 Here in Verses 11-14, Jesus is fulfilling the role of a Prophet (Deut 18:15) 

 



One of the most effective and graphic forms of prophetic communication in the Old Testament 

was the visual illustration of a future or contemporary event. 

 Best example:  Ezekiel - the most animated prophet in the O.T. 

 

Ezekiel 5:1 “And you, O son of man, take a sharp sword. Use it as a barber’s razor and pass it 

over your head and your beard. Then take balances for weighing and divide the hair. 

2  A third part you shall burn in the fire in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are 

completed. And a third part you shall take and strike with the sword all around the city. And a 

third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I will unsheathe the sword after them. 

3  And you shall take from these a small number and bind them in the skirts of your robe. 

 Through dramatic, prophetic images Ezekiel was to communicate the judgment of God 

which was to come on the Temple of Solomon and the city of Jerusalem. 

 1/3 of the people would be consumed through pestilence and famine, 1/3 would die by the 

sword, 1/3 would be scattered in all directions, but the Lord would save a remnant for 

himself. 

 

Like the prophetic images employed by Ezekiel the Lord Jesus will use a fig tree to prophetically 

demonstrate the judgment of God that will come on the temple in Jerusalem.  

1. Fig Tree 

2. Fruitless Tree 

3. Forsaken Tree 

 

Fig Tree:  WHY did Jesus chose a fig tree? Why not an Almond or Palm Tree 

1. Throughout the O.T. the nation Israel, especially when God declares his judgment is 

represented by a Fig tree: Psalm 105:33, Micah 7:1-6, Nahum 3:12  

2. Hosea 9:10 portrays the Fathers of Israel as the first fruits of the Fig tree. Their lives were 

fruitful. Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. 

3. In the time of Jeremiah When the Lord visited his people, when he came to his fig tree he 

found no fruit.  Jeremiah 8:13,  

 

Here in Mark 11 Jesus comes to the Temple in search of fruit. What does he find? 

 

The Fruitless Tree: 

Mark 11:13  And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything 

on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 

 The fig tree is described as being “In Leaf.” Because the growth of early figs coincides with 

the blossoming of leaves, Jesus rightly expected to find this “early fig” called paggim on the 

branches of the tree. But the tree had NO fruit whatsoever. 

 This tree gave the appearance of having fruit when in fact it was BARREN.. 

 This unique condition makes this tree the perfect representative of the Temple and the 

corrupt leadership of Israel.  

o Full of religious activity, daily sacrifices, celebrating the prescribed festivals, Pious 

Rituals.  BUT there was not real spiritual fruit.  

o The tree portrayed Israel’s Hypocrisy: giving the appearance of life but producing no  

fruit. 



o We saw this before when Jesus called the Pharisees, Whitewashed tombs. They gave 

the appearance of cleanliness when in fact they were full of dead men’s bones. 

 

Earlier Jesus confronted the religious leaders with this parable. 

Luke 13:6  And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 

seeking fruit on it and found none. 7  And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I 

have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the 

ground?’ 8  And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on 

manure. 9  Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”  

 The owner of the tree stated that he had visited the tree for 3 years in search of fruit but he 

continually went away empty handed. (the same time of the ministry of Christ 3 yrs) 

 The vinedresser persuaded the owner to give him more time to fertilize the tree and then if it 

still didn’t produce fruit he could cut it down. 

 Well that time has elapsed and STILL there was no fruit. The tree must be cut down. 

 

Forsaken Tree 

Mark 11: 14  And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples 

heard it. 

 Like the previous parable the rightful owner of the tree had every right to destroy it when it 

proved to be unfruitful. 

 John the Baptist prophetically warned the leadership of Israel about their fruitlessness  

 

Matthew 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8  Bear 

fruit in keeping with repentance. 10  Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 These are hard words! The Axe is ready to swing, there is a limited time to respond. This is 

John’s “Turn or Burn” warning   

 For YOU and I, and those who truly FEAR the Lord, these words of warning would send us 

immediately to our knees, producing the fruit of repentance. 

 BUT for those whose hearts are hardened, those who treasure THIS present WOLD, those 

who seek to build their own kingdom, those who live for their own glory, like the Pharisees 

and Sadducees these words of warning fall on deaf ears.    

WE should take HEED to the WORDS of our Lord Jesus. His words are TRUE. Everything he 

speaks will come to pass:  Like the destruction of the fig tree:  

 

Mark 11: 20  As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 

21  And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 

withered.” 22  And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 

 Of Course this is just the immediate fulfillment of Jesus words. The greater fulfillment, the 

fulfillment that moves beyond the prophetic type can be found in the pages of history. 

 

70 ad Titus Vespasian, Roman General descended upon the city of Jerusalem and the Roman 

army destroyed the temple, not leaving one stone upon another.  

 From that Day of Judgment to this present day, the people of Israel have never been able to 

rebuild a Temple.   



 

In Matthew 21, Jesus was addressing the elders of Israel, the scribes and Pharisees and he gave 

them this warning: 

Matthew 21:43  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people producing its fruits. 

 As the Judgment of God comes upon the Temple in Jerusalem, GOD is raising another 

Temple. This is a Temple that is NOT made by human hands but by God himself. 

 

1 Peter 2:4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 

and precious,  5  you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 IF you are IN CHRIST, You are a living stone, joined to him by the grace of God through 

faith in his life, death and resurrection. 

 BY the Spirit’s presence in our lives, we have entered into an organic union with Christ, the 

living union of branches to the vine. 

 Christ is the True Vine. 

 

John 15: 5  I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  6  If anyone does not abide in me he is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 

 

What kind of fruit is He looking for? 

 Fruit of Repentance  (Phil 1:11) 

 Fruit of Light (Eph 5:9 ) 

 Fruit of Righteousness  (Heb 12:11) 

 Fruit of Lips that acknowledge his name -   (Hebrews 13:15) 

 Fruit of the Spirit  (Gal 5) 

 

Branches that are joined to a living vine will produce fruit. 


