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Loving the Way Jesus Loved (John 13:33-35) 
Turn to Jn 13 and let’s continue our study of the farewell message of Jesus, 

His upper room discourse. One scholar has written: 'John's Gospel, together 

with the Book of Romans, may well be considered the enduring "twin 

towers" of NT theology ... [John] penetrates more deeply into the mystery 

of God's revelation in his Son than any other ... Gospel and perhaps more 

deeply than any other biblical book. From the majestic prologue [1:1-18] to 

the probing epilogue, the evangelist's words are as carefully chosen as they 

must be thoughtfully pondered by every reader of this magnificent book.'
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Today's text is Jn 13:33-35. J.M. Boice called this section, Jn 13-17, the NT 

‘holy of holies.’ He says ‘Nowhere in the entire Bible does the child of God 

feel that he is walking on more holy ground. For here, more than in many 

other portions of Scripture, he hears the voice of Jesus leading him into a 

greater understanding of his new place before the Father … These chapters 

contain teaching about heaven, the new commandment, the person and 

work of the Holy Spirit, the mutual union of Christ with the disciples and 

the disciples with Christ [as vine and branches], and prayer. To what can we 

compare these chapters? They can only be compared to love letters.’
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In this chapter John leans close to the chest of Christ and he hears Christ’s 

heart
3
 in v. 33-35, the core and very heart of Jesus' teaching on love. v. 33:

 

Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as 

I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 

come.’ 
34

 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 

as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 
35

 By this all people 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

 

Francis Schaeffer lived 1912-1984. He was a theologian, philosopher, and 

minister who wrote many books. His wife Edith Schaeffer also was quite an 

author in her own right. Together they were known best for their hospitality 

and efforts to combine love and learning in the L’Abri (refuge) fellowship 

they founded in Switzerland, where they provided a safe place to explore 

the claims of Christ on all of life with people from all walks of life. Francis 

was Presbyterian with premillennial and political views, and different views 

than some in his camp on apologetics approach, culture, etc. But he united 

in love for the truth with others signing the Chicago Statement on Biblical 

Inerrancy, which he saw as more important and he sought to keep the main 

things the main things, especially what Jesus called ‘the weightier matters’ 

like love. He wrote a book on Christian unity and love from today’s text. 
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The back cover of the copy I have says ‘He was, until his death… a vibrant 

example of the kind of love that marks true Christian character. His love for 

both those who agree and those who disagreed with him continues to be a 

model for all Christians today.’ The book’s title: The Mark of a Christian. 

 

It starts: ‘Through the centuries men have displayed many different symbols 

to show that they are Christians. They have worn marks in the lapels of their 

coats, hung chains about their necks [think crosses or other icons or images, 

but he argues] there is a much better sign … a universal mark that is to last 

through all the ages of the church till Jesus comes back. What is this mark? 

[he quotes the words of Jesus we just read in Jn 13:33-35, how our love for 

one another is how all people will know we’re followers of the loving Lord] 

This passage reveals the mark that Jesus gives to label a Christian not just in 

one era or locality but at all times and all places until Jesus returns ... [end 

of v. 35 ‘…if you love one another’ is] the badge Christ gave…if we expect 

non-Christians to know that we are Christians, we must show the mark.’
4
    

 

Apostle John was there in Jn 13, he wrote it, and 'was known in the ancient 

church for his concern for love. Jerome tells of John in his extreme old age 

saying, whenever he was carried into the assembly, “Little children, love 

one another.” When his disciples...asked, “...why do you always say this?” 

His reply, “It is the Lord’s command. If this alone be done, it is enough” ...  

 In the earliest centuries of the church divine love was indeed the 

hallmark of the community of Jesus...[this is written end of the 1st century, 

in the 2nd century] Tertullian reports that the pagans said of the Christians, 

“See, they say, how they love one another … how they are ready even to die 

for one another” (Apology 39). E. R. Dodds... himself not a Christian, thinks 

that the genuine love and unity among Christians was “a major cause, 

perhaps the strongest single cause, of the spread of Christianity”...'
5
 In the 

3rd century Minucius Felix said Christians, ‘“love each other even without 

being acquainted with each other.” And the scoffer Julian [said of them] 

“their master has implanted the belief in them that they are all brethren...’
6
  

 

These words in Jn 13 impacted the early church. The world knew they were 

disciples of Jesus by His love in them. Critics mocked believers for actually 

thinking they’re brothers and sisters. They loved each other like family, and 

it caught the notice of even the skeptical world. Some criticized them as too 

cozy with each other, they greeted each other with holy kisses and had love 

meals together; the world thought it was weird. If the world mocks churches 

today, is it for how much we love one another, others in church as brothers? 
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Would the world criticize you as too warm, cozy and kind, as if brethren? 

Does it seem weird to unbelievers how much you love up fellow believers? 

Look again at Jn 13:35, what Jesus said about the world: 'By this all people 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.' 

 

An old song says 'they will know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.' Do people know you're a 

Christian by your love for one another, for how you love other Christians?  

The way the world knows we’re followers of Jesus isn’t by us wearing real 

conservative clothes, it’s not by bumper stickers with cheesy slogans, or a 

fish on the back window of our car (or even a fish eating Darwin), it's not 

flashing support for the Republican Party or National Rifle Association, it's 

not by bowing our heads before we eat at Chick Fil-A, it's not by watching 

Duck Dynasty, having many kids and counting, and it's not even about what 

our T-shirts say or what initials are on our wristbands. Jesus says they will 

know we are Christians, not by how we look, but how we love each other.  

It's ok if you do some of those other things, but Christians know God's love 

and love Jesus first, foremost, and through His Spirit love others in the Lord   

 

That’s where this passage ends in v. 35 but let’s start where it starts in v. 33: 

‘Little children…’ One translation has ‘Dear children’ (NLT).   This is the 

only time in the 4 gospels He used this loving tender term of endearment, in 

fact it’s the only time this term is used in all other NT books except John's. 

Turn to 1 John. The apostle John was so impacted by this scene and the love 

of Jesus in this scene that John began to talk like his Lord to his family, and 

John can’t help but talk in terms from this occasion as a disciple Jesus loved  

 

1 John 2:1: My little children, I am writing these things to you … [then in v. 

8 he also echoes another phrase that’s straight out of John 13:34] … a new 

commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you … 
12

 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his 

name’s sake. 
13

 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is 

from the beginning. I am writing to you young men because you are strong 

…  

So ‘little children’ is a term contrasted with young men who become strong 

and fathers in the faith who have known him a long time. 'Little children' in 

context implies immaturity. Their spiritual head loves them dearly as little 

ones, but they need to grow and become the men God calls them to in love. 

I think John understood the same sense being called little children in Jn 13. 

In 1 Jn 2:19 I think something else is also in mind from Jn 13, someone else 
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19
 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 

they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become 

plain that they all are not of us. Judas went out from them that night, and it 

becomes plain he was not really of them or else he would have continued. 

 

But true children continue, abide. 
28

 And now, little children, abide in him… 

3:11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that 

we should love one another. [John’s looking back to the beginning of the 

New Covenant that night in the upper room as the new command is given] 

…
14 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brothers … [in John 13:35 Jesus says all people will know we’re His saved  

disciples because we love the brothers; here John says it’s how we know it] 

… 
18

 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

If you look at 2 Jn 5 he writes again to a dear lady of a new commandment, 

but he says it’s one we ‘had from the beginning—that we love one another.’ 

 

You can turn back to Jn 13 but clearly the words Jesus told him in the upper 

room impacted John as he keeps on repeating them and the new command 

to love one another as little children because we never outgrow Jn 13:33-34.  

Carson: ‘The new command is simple enough for a toddler to memorize and 

appreciate, profound enough that the most mature believers are repeatedly 

embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and put it into practice … 

The more we recognize the depth of our own sin, the more we recognize the 

love of the Savior, the higher his standard appears; the higher his standard 

appears, the more we recognize in our selfishness … in our innate self-

centeredness, the depth of our own sin. With a standard like this, no 

thoughtful believer can ever say…I am perfectly keeping [this command]’
7
 

 

Jesus is speaking in v. 33 to little children, to His dearly beloved little ones 

who were still immature in their love in some ways and needed to grow. In 

the other gospels we read how in this very room on this very night their sin 

and selfishness was on display. But Jesus loves the little children, all His 

children of the world, even those who fight are precious in His sight. Jesus 

is about to die for His little children as He explains to them in v. 33: 'Little 

children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said 

to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 

 

Jesus is about to go to the cross in just a little while, by afternoon the next 

day, and He had to go it alone. This was something He had to do alone, but 

He promises not to leave them alone a little later, He would send His Spirit. 
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Jesus would soon not be with them physically on earth, but from here on out 

He calls His people to represent Him by fleshing out love. This is how He 

will be with us on earth till His return, through His Spirit, through His love 

to His little children who reflect the family likeness, like Father, like Son.  

This is the setting in which He gives a new commandment to little children. 

 

Look at v. 34: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another 

...How is this new? New doesn't always mean brand-new or not in existence 

before in any way, shape, or form. The Lord already gave a commandment 

to love other people as yourself in the OT. But now love's commandment is 

renewed with a new significance and a new standard:…as I have loved you. 

So we need to go back in the context to see how we can love as Jesus loved. 

 

If you're taking notes, 1st explanation/application is: Love to a New Extent 
 

1
 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 

come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end [NASB footnote: or loved to the 

uttermost, or one translation has 'he showed them the full extent of his love']  

 

Love itself wasn't a new command till He showed love to a new extent. In 

this passage it's been called 'love to the last breath...in the highest intensity,' 

exemplified by a 'concrete expression of this love in the footwashing and in 

his self-giving "to the end."'
8
 Never before was love defined or displayed in 

the extent to which Jesus now laid it down as He laid down His clothes and  

His dignity to show uttermost love to an enemy he knew would betray Him. 

 
2
 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 
3
 Jesus, knowing that the Father had 

given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going back to God, 
4
 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 

and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
5
 Then he poured water into a 

basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 

that was wrapped around him. [it says He did this knowing Judas' betrayal] 

 

Remember Jesus isn't teaching v. 34 from a pulpit in a nice suit. He had just 

stripped down to nothing but a towel and had been kneeling down at their 

feet, wiping dirt off 24 feet (12 disciples x 2) till His towel was filthy dirty. 

This is shocking! Nowhere in ancient writings before Jesus is there a leader 

or a superior washing the feet of an inferior. You didn’t touch feet of others. 
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In their culture only slaves would touch feet of others. The ancient Jewish 

writings taught even Jewish slaves should not wash feet. It was beneath the 

dignity of the Jews, they thought and taught, to wash the feet of another, it's 

only a task for the lowest of Gentile slaves, for those Jews saw as inferiors. 

John the Baptist, who Jesus said was the greatest man born of woman, back 

in chapter 1 John the Baptist considered Jesus so much his superior that he 

felt inferior even to touch the strap of the sandals on the feet of Lord Jesus. 
[a lowly slave would untie the sandal to wash the feet of his lord] 

But here the most superior Lord removes the sandals of and touches the feet 

of, the unworthy servants under Him. The highest King took on the attire of 

a slave and the attitude of the lowest of slaves. Leonardo DaVinci's painting 

"The Last Supper" isn't quite the picture with 12 European-looking guys all 

sitting tall on high-back-chairs all on the same side of a modern table posing 

for a picture. Actually this was an ancient middle-eastern style meal on the 

floor or cushions. If you look at v. 23 the end of the verse says they reclined 

at table, they weren't sitting at tables like ours, they were laying down and 

leaning on an arm by each other. v. 23 KJV says 'Now there was leaning on 

Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples...
25

 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith...  

 

Men nowadays don't typically lean on other guys during meal time, much 

less get too close to another man's food. We like personal space. My brother 

growing up knew better than lying on me or reclining on me at eating time. 

But in Jesus' day history tells us suppers often used tables lower to the floor 

than coffee tables and men would recline or lie 'with their heads facing the 

center and their feet stretched out behind them. They supported themselves 

on one elbow (primarily the left) and reached for food with the right hand. 

The participants at the meal could ignore the one washing their feet.'
9
 

 

Turn to Luke 22. Luke tells us about the man who furnished an upper room 

for Jesus and His disciples where they reclined at table, and it was a given 

that the men who reclined at the table were considered superior culturally to 

the slaves who served those who reclined, Lk 22 says. Israel then and now 

is a dusty place and when you wore sandals everywhere your feet would be 

filthy with dirt. In some cultures you take off your shoes as a courtesy when 

entering a home. In NT culture, courtesy of the host would be to provide a 

Gentile slave to wash the feet of the Jewish guests present. The room might 

have a long towel hanging for the slave to put on for the task. In this upper 

room it was just Jesus and His disciples, but not a one of them is concerned 

to wash the feet of their Lord, much less the other disciples, who were too 

busy in a discussion amongst themselves. What was it about? Luke tells us: 
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Lk 22:24  A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be 

regarded as the greatest. 
25

 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 

exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called 

benefactors. 
26

 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you 

become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 
27

 For who is 

the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one 

who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves … 

Mark's gospel adds these words to John and James: 'it shall not be so among 

you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life ...' (10:43-45). 

 

That takes us back to Jn 13 and takes us to a second explanation/application 

of the new commandment of Jesus. Not only must I love to a new extent … 

#2. Love by His New Example (it’s new in that Jesus gave a new example) 

 

John 13:13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 
14

 

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. 
15

 For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. 
16

 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant 

is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 

sent him. 
17

 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.  

 

His new example=humble menial lowly unnoticed service. Let’s unpack it. 

Love is humble as we'll see tonight in 1 Cor 13:4 'love is not proud/arrogant' 

and we'll learn in a couple weeks how love is not self-seeking. I would love 

more of you to join us Sunday evenings as we learn more about love. Don't 

arrogantly think you don't need it. I need it. We all need it. All fellowship or 

worship gatherings are opportunities to love others, not just those who labor 

in love in the Word for you, but people you can love before and after as you 

interact with them (Heb 10:24). But this evening series is especially on the 

subject of love and I pray we will excel still more, humbly seeing our need. 

 

Love is humble, willing to do manual menial tasks for others. Some people 

tell me 'if there's ever a way I can serve at the church, let me know.' But as 

work days roll around when we announce manual work needed here, they 

aren’t there. Not everyone can but each week there’s practical ways to serve 

at the church, behind the scenes, inside and outside, with our facilities, etc. 

Our facility coordinator Jeff Woodward coordinates volunteer help around 

campus, you can see him, fellow deacons or WM or AWANA staff, others. 
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I know they would love to talk about how you can serve if you’re willing to 

serve any way, even behind the scenes. Love is willing to serve unnoticed, 

even as the foot-washing slave was behind and not noticed by those eating. 

Chuck Swindoll told a story of his big church in SoCal. Late one night he 

bumped into a volunteer he had never met before cleaning the bathroom. 

Another day Chuck recognized that guy being interviewed on TV. He was 

actually one of the world’s top surgeons, if I remember the story correctly. 

He had a prestigious job and could have seen washing bathrooms as being 

beneath him or not the best use of his gifts. But he knew a Great Physician, 

the Lord, didn’t see it beneath Him to volunteer to clean dirty feet in a bath.  

 

Josh McDowell tells the story
10

 of graduating from seminary and wanting to 

use his gifts to teach, but for his first 3 years with Campus Crusade they had 

him doing things like pack sandwiches for the outreach teams in So Cal. He 

finally got asked to teach at their summer institute and was so excited, but at 

the last minute Bill Bright called him and said they had an emergency and a 

greater need to help take care of the grounds on their campus. So during that 

summer when he’d originally been scheduled to teach Romans, he washed 

floors and scrubbed toilets. He said he earned a nickname captain commode 

that summer. As Billy Graham visited Josh shook his hand with grime on it. 

 

Josh says this is what the Lord taught him that summer as he was frustrated 

to be serving not in his gifts, but in humble menial lowly unnoticed service. 

One day he slammed a can down and said ‘I’ve had it!’ Jesus convicted him 

If I can wash their feet why can’t you scrub their toilets and clean the floor? 
[that was the turning point for his ministry, and it can be for your life] 

14
 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 

to wash one another’s feet. 
15

 For I have given you an example, that you 

also should do just as I have done to you. Jesus doesn’t say ‘exactly what I 

did,’ he says ‘as’ or ‘like I have’–in other words, it’s not limited to washing 

feet in dusty climates or in cultures where people lie down at tables, it’s also 

doing things like that, as Jesus did, humble menial lowly unnoticed service. 

Or in like manner, Loving the Way Jesus Loved (title of book I recommend). 

No offense to promise keeper movement, Jesus started a premise keeper one 

 

The Master’s symbol of love isn’t cupid or a big valentine heart, it’s a basin 

and a filthy dirty towel. 
16

 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater 

than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. We 

could apply that this way: if I think something's beneath me, I'm saying I'm 

greater than Jesus. Or apply this way: if Jesus washed feet then I can _____ 



9 

 

9 

 

The test of if you have a servant's heart is how you react if treated like one. 
14 

If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them... 
34

 A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. 
35

 By this all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” [world is watching] 
 

How can you lead to Christ your boy, Unless Christ's method you employ? 

There's just one thing that you can do - It's let that boy see Christ in you. 

Have you a husband fond and true? A wife who's blind to all but you? 

If each would win the other one, That life must speak of God's dear Son. 

There is but one successful plan, By which to win a fellow man; 

Have you a neighbour old or new?  Just let that man see Christ in you. 

The Church that hopes to win the lost, Must pay the one unchanging cost; 

She must compel the world to see In [the church] the Christ of Calvary.
11

 

 

Loving the way Jesus loved is love to a new extent and by His new example 

... #3. Love In His New Empowerment  

 
The broader context of v. 34 shows a final way it's a new commandment, in 

the sense that it requires the new covenant to fulfill, which Jesus instituted 

then in His body given for them and blood poured out for their forgiveness, 

as symbolized in the Lord's Supper that began on this occasion. The power 

to love the way Jesus loved in v. 34 is the power of the cross He's about to 

go to as He says in v. 33. The power to live out the new commandment can 

only happen through the new covenant forgiveness of sins and its promise 

of a new heart and new spirit within us, the Holy Spirit. We'll see that more 

in chapter 14 in future weeks but it's important to remember this is for saved 

followers of Christ, true disciples in v. 35 who truly love one another. This 

love must be empowered by God's Spirit in chapter 14 and by abiding in the 

love of Christ in chapter 15 like a branch and a vine and motivated by glory 

to God the Father in chapter 16 and fueled by prayer for love like chapter 17 

 

This is gospel-powered love that starts in John's gospel right here, John 13. 

Phil Ryken writes in Loving the Way Jesus Loved of this powerful picture: 

 'We are not divine but human, not infinite but finite, not sinless but 

sinful. Therefore, it is even more fitting for us to take the lowest place. If 

we are the followers of a foot-washing Savior, then no act of service could 

ever be beneath our dignity. It is not enough to simply know these things, 

however. Our calling is to do them by setting aside arrogance...We will only 

get down on our knees to serve when we are humble enough to go to the 

cross, confess our sins, and then ask Jesus to help us love the way he loves. 
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What are the tools of the servant trade? We serve others with our words, not 

monopolizing the conversation and always calling attention to ourselves but 

using what we say to encourage and edify, turning attention to others and 

ultimately to the grace of God. We serve by doing less talking and more 

listening ... serve at home, with a dishrag and a laundry basket ... in the 

kitchen ... people in the nursing home ... a child with special needs ... 

 There are millions of ways to [love], if we are willing. What is the 

place in your life where your [loving] service shows the humility of the 

Savior? ... Remember the service of Jesus, with a towel around his waist 

and his love on its knees. Then take up the tools of the servant's trade.'
12

 

 

Paul says it's the love of Christ that compels us (2 Cor 5:14), not legalism. It 

isn't that serving others enough is how we know we're Christians, v. 35 says 

when people see Christ's love in us and through us they know we're Christ's. 

Paul confronts legalism and says through love serve one another (Gal 5:16). 

You can give everything for the poor and die for a charitable cause, but Paul 

says without love, it's nothing (1 Cor 13:1-3). We don't earn Christ's love by 

what we do, His love is unearned and makes us yearn to love as He loved us 

 

The new empowerment for the new commandment is found in gospel grace. 

Phil 2 (HCSB) says we should be 'thinking the same way, having the same 

love ... in humility consider others as more important than yourselves.  

Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 

interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus [Paul says 

despite His rights and royalty Jesus didn’t consider His position] something 

to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming 

the form of a slave…He humbled Himself…’ (v.3-8, Paul says so should we)  
 

We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 

Suffer and serve till all are fed, and show how grandly love intends
13

 

 

Luke 12:35–37 (NIV) “Be dressed ready for service … like men waiting for 

their master … It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 

watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, 

will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.”  

 
Meekness and majesty, Manhood and Deity, In perfect harmony, The Man who is God. 

Lord of eternity Dwells in humanity, Kneels in humility And washes our feet … 

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible, Love indestructible In frailty appears. 

Lord of infinity, Stooping so tenderly, Lifts our humanity To the heights of His throne. 
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O what a mystery, meekness and majesty! Bow down and worship for this is your God!
14
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