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Before we study the Word of God together this morning once again let us pray and 
commit ourselves into the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ, the prophet of the Church that 
he might be pleased to open our hearts and minds to his truth.  So let us pray together. 
 
Our blessed Lord and Savior, we thank you for redeeming us from all of our sins. We are 
here as your disciples.  We are here as learners. And, indeed, we do want to learn. And 
you have revealed that when your Word goes forth it will not return void, but it will 
accomplish that which is pleasing to you. And so it might be pleasing to you this morning 
to enrich our lives as we consider what you have done on our behalf.  And may you cause 
our hearts to run out to you in devotion. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
What is your problem?  What is your problem?   
 
We sometimes say that to someone if they are acting kind of weird or if they are being 
crabby towards us or they are just acting out of character. We say, “Well, what is your 
problem?” 
 
But, then again, we have hard that phrase used.  Someone may say, “You know, so and so 
has some real problems. Let me tell you who has got some serious problems.” 
 
And then the speaker may go on to elaborate what those problems might be.   
 
But, then again, you may have heard that little phrase, “What is your problem?” when 
someone says, “Look, it is not your problem. Quit worrying about it. It is not your 
problem.” 
 
Indeed, all of us would have to acknowledge that we have our problems.  Everyone in 
this fallen world has problems.   
 
I remember when I was a teenaged boy the Everly brothers had a rather popular song that 
was titled Problems, Problems, Problems All Day Long, a catchy little tune, a meaningful 
little tune. 
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But as regards this matter of problems there is one problem we might say that every 
human being in the world has. Every human being in the whole wide world has the 
problem of sin.  The sin problem, you have heard about it.   
 
All men by nature are sinners.  All men every day, they sin. And at the end of a lifetime 
they have committed a multitude of sins.  And as Christian people, believing our Bibles, 
we know that there is a judgment coming. What about all these sins?  Well, sin must be 
punished.  And, as we very well know, all down through the ages men try to do 
something about this problem of sin. They are aware of it.  They have this sense of guilt 
upon them and so they devise all kinds of religions and schemes and works in order to do 
away, get out from under the sin. 
 
But what do the schemes of men accomplish?  Nothing.  Nothing that a man can do can 
erase the guilt of one sin.  Only God, only God can devise a way of salvation that honors 
and pleases his justice. Only God forgives the sinner and he only does so through his Son 
Jesus Christ.  Through faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God there is forgiveness for all of 
our sins.  And for centuries the Church of Jesus Christ in what is referred to as the 
Apostles’ Creed has made such a confession. 
 
In the third paragraph of the creed we read, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Catholic Church, the communion of the saints and the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
And so this morning we will deal briefly with that subject, the forgiveness of sins. And in 
so doing I should start reading out of this 10th chapter of the book of Acts. 
 
You are familiar with what takes place here.  It has to do with a man by the name of 
Cornelius, a centurion. He was a Gentile. He was a proselyte.  And he appears to be a 
rather godly man. And so the Lord speaks to him by way of an angel and tells him that he 
needs to go and call for a man by the name of Simon Peter.  And Simon Peter will come 
and give to him information.  Simon Peter will come and preach the Word of God.   
 
And so Peter arrives and so I will pick it up at verse 34 of chapter 10. 
 

Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows 
no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 
righteousness is accepted by Him.  The word which God sent to the 
children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of 
all—that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with Him.  And we are witnesses of all things which He did both 
in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on 
a tree.  Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not 
to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who 
ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.  And He 
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commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was 
ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.  To Him all the 
prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will 
receive remission of sins."   
 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
those who heard the word.  And those of the circumcision who believed 
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  For they heard them 
speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered,  "Can anyone 
forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?"   
 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then 
they asked him to stay a few days.1 

 
Amen. 
 
I believe in the forgiveness of sins.  
 
And so as we work with our subject this morning let us start off, first of all, with a 
presupposition.  Forgiveness presupposes the fact of guilt.   
 
Forgiveness, to have any kind of meaning whatsoever, there has to be something which is 
forgiven.  And men need to have their guilt forgiven. Men need to have their sins 
forgiven.  And so we notice what Peer says here when you pick it up in verse 43. 
 
“To Him...” 
 
And “to Him” has reference to Christ which is obvious from the context. 
 
“To Him all the prophets witness.”2 
 
They are continually witnessing to Christ.  Of course, Peter referred to the Old Testament 
throughout the Old Testament.  Even to this day you read of the prophets’ witness to 
Christ. They point to Christ. They tell of his person. They tell of his work. 
 
Well, what do they say?   
 
That through his name, that is his person, whoever believes, continues to believe in him 
will receive what?  Remission of sins or the forgiveness of their sins.   
 
And so this is needed. Why?  Well, men come into this world. They are guilty. Men come 
into this world they are sinners.  And they sin continually before God.   
                                                
1 Acts 10:34-48. 
2 Acts 10:43. 
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Well we might ask: How did this happen?  How is it that all men are so guilty? How is it 
that all men they are such sinners? They are in the grip and the power of sin? 
 
And when you look at this word “remission” or “forgiveness” the basic meaning of the 
word is to release, to release something. And so, you see, we come into this world we are 
in the grip of guilt.  We can’t get out of it.  We will have no desire to get out of it. We are 
in the grip, the bondage of sin we are told.  
 
And it is only through Christ that there comes the release, the release from all of our 
guilt, the release from the power of sin over our lives.   
 
And many of you have read about Martin Luther. My how he struggled with this matter 
of guilt, this matter of sin.  Oh the things he would do to try to find some peace, to try to 
find some relief. And finally coming to an understanding of the doctrine of justification 
by faith he says, “There was this release, this wonderful release.  I was free, you see.” 
 
Oh the importance of the truth of God and taking hold of it, you see.  And so there is this 
release, this remission, this forgiveness of sins. 
 
But we go back. We ask again.  How is it that men come into this world guilty?   
 
Well, we read our Bibles and we find out that God has ordained the first man Adam. He 
was the representative of the whole human race. And when he fell we all fell.   
 
Paul brings it out in Romans five, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”3 
 
They all sinned in Adam. He was our representative and he his guilt was imputed to the 
whole human race.  
 
You say, “I don’t like the arrangement.” 
 
That is the way God did it.   
 
You have that original sin and then you have actual sin. Every day we commit actual sins.  
And these sins that we commit cry out to God for justice, for punishment.  And so before 
the bar of God we are all guilty sinners.   
 
In Romans 3:19 it says the whole world is guilty before God.   
 
What does guilt have reference to? Well, it means you have violated some law. You have 
violated a standard and it requires punishment because of that violation. And so we have 
all violated the law of God.  The whole world.   
 
                                                
3 Romans 5:12.  
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Well, you say, “A lot of the world never heard that law of God. They never heard 
anything from Sinai.” 
 
They have it on their conscience. They have it on their hearts.  In Romans 2:14 and 15 it 
says, “Uh, uh, you shouldn’t.”  It excuses, it accuses. They violate that law.   
 
All men by nature, they have a feeling of guilt.  And sometimes that feeling is very 
strong. It almost drives a man crazy.  And so men try to do something about this guilt as 
we brought out a little earlier. They devise certain religions to do something about this 
guilt, to do some kind of good work about this guilt.   
 
For example, we have these liberal politicians and they want to do something about their 
guilt and so they hand out money all to the down and outers and to the poor. They think 
somehow that helps their guilt.   
 
Of course, it is not their money. It is other people’s money.  But somehow they think that 
will help with this guilt. 
 
And so you have people doing all kinds of things trying to relieve themselves of this 
guilt.  And, of course, when the law of God is preached and the law of God is applied, oh, 
how this guilt increases.  And men experience deep conviction.  But there is nothing a 
man can do in and of himself to get rid of the guilt of one sin. There is nothing a man can 
do to break the awful bondage of sin.   
 
And I remember years back I was in college and I used to go to this barber and he was a 
Frenchman and he was a dyed in the wool Roman Catholic.  And so I would go and try to 
put in a witness and I have to be honest. There were times when that hair got pretty thick.  
I just went silent. 
 
And that was back in the days when the barber would use a straight edge and he would 
put some of that foam on your ear and the back of your neck. I got a little nervous when 
he got around my ears. 
 
But we would go back and forth. And one time he got sick and he had to go the hospital 
and he said, “You know, the priest came up, had the eucharist.” He said, “Made me feel 
so good.”  He [?] and patted himself.   
 
That blasphemous rite made him feel good, gave him peace.  But in actuality it did 
nothing for his guilt.  He was a man covered with guilt, a man who was in bondage to sin. 
 
But oh how men try to alleviate this guilt.  Oh, how they try to make some kind of 
atonement for their sins. You see, all men everywhere have a relationship with God.  
They may not like it. They may deny it. They may hate it. They may ignore it.  But they 
have a relationship with God.  And they are under God’s law and God’s law has 
something to say about everything, the totality of life.  And men experience guilt because 
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they are not right with God.  Men experience guilt. Why?  Well, they sin against the civil 
authorities.  They sin against society. They sin against family law, all kinds of guilt.   
 
Of course it is God who tells us to obey the civil authorities.  It is God who tells us, you 
see, to honor father and mother.  
 
So it all goes back to God.  Men are so guilty.   
 
Have you ever felt some guilt? 
 
Well, consider civil authorities. You ever feel any guilt when the speed limit says 40 and 
you kick up about 55?   
 
Oh, you say, “It doesn’t bother me.” 
 
Why do you keep looking in the rear view mirror to see if there is... why do you keep 
looking ahead and see if there is any kind of radar?  You feel a little bit guilty about it. 
 
You see, there is guilt in an objective sense. You have the law of God.  If I violate that 
law, I am guilty. 
 
But then at the same time I have what you might call guilty feelings and guilty feelings 
are subjective, you see.  It is just a part of my nature. And sometimes it is very difficult to 
tell these guilty feelings.  Is it because I have violated God’s standard? It should be if I 
violate God’s standard, I am guilty. I should felt guilty. But sometimes isn’t it true we 
don’t know why we feel so guilty.  Why do I feel guilty?   
 
Consider someone says, “You know, I just feel so guilty.” 
 
Well, why do you feel so guilty? 
 
“Well, I didn’t stop at grandma’s house.” 
 
You didn’t stop at grandma’s house.  Did you tell grandma you would stop? 
 
“No.” 
 
Well, whenever you go by had you promised you will stop? 
 
“No.” 
 
Well, why do you feel so guilty? 
 
“I don’t know. I just feel guilty.” 
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You see, we are so messed up. There are times we... why do we feel so guilty?  Have we 
really violated a standard, a promise, God’s law?  Have we?  Is that why we have this 
guilty feeling?   
 
Well, rightfully so. If we have violated God’s law, but sometimes, oh, I feel so guilty.   
 
You see, sin has so messed us up and we have to be careful sometimes with those guilty 
feelings about things. The devil enters in and oh how he likes to make people miserable, 
Christian people miserable.   
 
Well, how do I know if it is the devil?  
 
Well, there is difficulty, but I would suggest that the devil if he is involved in some kind 
of a guilty feeling, he tells you there is no hope.  Just stay miserable.   
 
Whereby we sing a hymn, don’t we?  No, not despairingly come I to thee.   
 
And so the Christian comes to Christ again and again with his guilt and with all of his 
sins. 
 
And so, you see, Peter brings out, receive remission, forgiveness of sins. 
 
And so this matter of forgiveness, it presupposes the fact of guilt. It presupposes the fact 
of sin.   
 
But yet it says there is this forgiveness, but yet we read in the Bible, you look at Exodus 
34 or you look at the law of God concerning taking God’s name in vain and what does it 
say? 
 
I will, “by no means clear the guilty.”4 
 
“I will not clear the guilty.” 
 
And we are all guilty.  And God just can’t forgive. And so that brings us to the second 
point, the provision, the provision. There is forgiveness provided by God.  Through his 
Son Jesus Christ.  Guilt must be punished.  Guilt demands punishment.   
 
And so how can God forgive us?  Well, you know the message, don’t you?   
 
Before the foundation of the world the Lord God chose a great host of fallen sinners and 
united them to his Son. His Son became the elect’s representative.  And the Lord Jesus 
came into this world and he lived the perfect life. He perfectly kept the law.  No guilt, no 
deviation whatsoever.  
 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”5  
                                                
4 Exodus 34:7. 
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And then he became a sacrifice for our sins. The Lord God almighty took all the guilt of 
his elect people and imputed that guilt to his beloved Son and he poured out his wrath 
and his justice was satisfied. We know that by way of the resurrection.   
 
But this forgiveness is only to be found in Christ and in his appointed time he renews the 
heart of his elect and oh how they flee to Christ. They rest in Christ.   
 
I believe in the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Now, basically the reformers instead of using the word “forgiveness” a lot, they used the 
word “justification.”   
 
What is justification?  It is that free act of God whereby he pardons us for all of our sins 
and accepts us as righteous in his sight only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us 
and received by faith alone, you see.   
 
And so the reformers wanted to make it whole.  Yes, we need forgiveness. But do you 
know what else?  We need a life.  God put us in this world to live for him.  God put us in 
this world to obey his law.  We haven’t. 
 
Christ did.  Christ did.  Christ in whatever he did and all that he did he pleased the Father 
and that perfect obedience, that perfect righteousness is imputed to the elect when they 
believe.   
 
Oh, what a provision has been made for us. What a provision for us.  It is the work of 
God.  Only God can forgive. Only God can clothe us in the righteousness of his Son.  It is 
only through the work of God and his Son that we enter in to that eternal state.   
 
But then there is something else.  We will call it a product. Got to keep the Ps going, you 
see.   
 
In other words, where you have true forgiveness there will always be the fruit of that 
forgiveness. There will be the evidence of that forgiveness.   
 
For the sinner who has truly been forgiven there will be evidence of that forgiveness.   
 
Well, what might be some of that evidence?   
 
Well, first of all, the sinner who is truly forgiven will be one who worships and devotes 
himself to God.  The sinner who has been forgiven by God is the one who worships God, 
devotes himself to God, gives himself to God. 

                                                
5 Matthew 3:17; 17:5; 2 Peter 1:17. 
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Psalm 130 verse four says, “But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be 
feared.”6 That is, be honored, be given reverence, be given worship, be given devotion.   
 
See, the one who is truly forgiven has an understanding of the awfulness of his sins.  He 
who has forgiven much, he loves much.  And so the one who has been forgiven, he 
worships God. He devotes himself to God.  Oh, how he loves to be in the presence of 
God.   
 
And you remember in Isaiah six Isaiah very much aware of his sinfulness, very much 
aware of his filthy lips, that language and so he is cleansed. His sin is taken away, 
purged. And he hears, “Who shall we send?” 
 
Immediately what does he...” 
 
“Send me.  Send me.”  
 
And so the person who has experienced true forgiveness is one who worships God, 
devotes himself to God, wants to do whatever he can for God and the kingdom, wants to 
honor God in all of his life.   
 
And, again, you remember in Pilgrim’s Progress, Pilgrim starts off and there is this big 
burden on his back. It is a burden of guilt.  And he is a man who comes from a 
background of ignorance as regards to Christian faith and so he has to be guided along. 
 
He is asked, “Do you see that yonder light?” 
 
He says, “Well, I think I see a little...” 
 
“Keep following the light.” 
 
In other words, he did not have a real clear understanding of the Christian faith, of 
Christian gospel about what is involved in the forgiveness of sins. He didn’t understand 
God’s way of salvation. 
 
And do you know?  I think there is a lot of sinners that way. 
 
Of course, I talk to them sometimes and they say, “Oh, yeah. I know. I know. I know.” 
 
They don’t know.  They don’t know.  They need to be taught and they need to be taught 
again and taught again. 
 
And so Pilgrim finally after many separations from the right pathway, he arrives at the 
cross. And that burden rolls off his shoulders down into the tomb.  And he is there at the 
cross and he bows and he weeps and he weeps and he adores.  Christ did this for me.  
                                                
6 Psalm 130:4.  



Page 10 of 14 
 

 
That should be the response of every truly forgiven sinner.   
 
Oh, Christ, what you have done. I give myself to you.  I worship you.   
 
But then I suggest that there is something else.  
 
The person who has truly been forgiven is a person who is ready to forgive others.  The 
one who has truly been forgiven is one who loves the saints, enjoys fellowship with the 
saints, can’t help it. 
 
Look at what John says in his first epistle, the fifth chapter.   
 
“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”7  
 
That is the fruit of regeneration. First there is regeneration. Then there is belief Jesus is 
the Christ.  But there is more to it, you see.   
 
“And everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.”8 
 
And so if someone is truly forgiven, they love fellow believers. They love fellow 
believers.   
 
As John says in 1 John 3:14, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because 
we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.”9 
 
And so a man cannot say, “I have been forgiven by God,” and then have hatred in his 
heart towards his brethren. 
 
Now, your brother may upset you and your brother may disgust you and you may have to 
rebuke your brother, but you can’t hate him in your heat. You can’t wish he was dead. 
You can’t murder him. You can’t despise him.   
 
And you remember what the Lord said. We have gone over it some time back. 
 
We say the Lord’s Prayer here. It is a prayer for the Church. But you notice how it is 
concluded.  And we pray, for example, in verse 12, “And forgive us our debts, As we 
forgive our debtors.”10 
 
Then it goes on and it says: 
 

                                                
7 1 John 5:1.  
8 Ibid.  
9 1 John 3:14. 
10 Matthew 6:12.  
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For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.11 

 
And so, you see, the one who has experienced forgiveness is one who is quick and ready 
to forgive someone else.   
 
Oh, what could anyone do to me like I have done to God?  Oh, the multitude of sins I 
have committed against God.   
 
You remember Jesus. He underscores this as he deals with his disciples.  That is why I 
pick it up in Matthew 18.  It is rather a lengthy section here.  But the context... 
 

Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"   
 
Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to 
seventy times seven.  Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain 
king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  And when he had 
begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents.  But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded 
that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that 
payment be made.  The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 
‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  Then the master 
of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave 
him the debt.  But that servant went out and found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and 
took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’  So his fellow 
servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him 
into prison till he should pay the debt.  So when his fellow servants saw 
what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their 
master all that had been done.  Then his master, after he had called him, 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me.  Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow 
servant, just as I had pity on you?’  And his master was angry, and 
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.  
So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, 
does not forgive his brother his trespasses."12 

 
If we have been forgiven, shouldn’t we be willing at quick to forgive others?  This man 
here he didn’t understand, did he, for one thing the awfulness and the greatness of his 
indebtedness to the master. And he begs the master and the master had compassion and 
just forgave him the whole debt.  He owed a fortune.  
                                                
11 Matthew 6:14-15. 
12 Matthew 18:21-35. 
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He goes out and he finds someone that owns him a few dollars. The man asks for 
compassion. 
 
“I will do what I can to pay you.” 
 
He wouldn’t hear it. He threw him in prison.  He wouldn’t be forgiving. 
 
And so if we have experienced true forgiveness, if we have an understanding of the 
greatness of our sin and our debt before God and it has all been wiped clean and someone 
sins against us and they ask our forgiveness, but we want to be bitter and nasty about and 
not forgive him, how can we really say we believe in the forgiveness of sins? Have we 
really experienced true forgiveness ourselves?  
 
And does it not say, “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his 
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.“?13 
 
This is very sobering, isn’t it?  And do we not need to ask ourselves.  Am I harboring 
some real bitterness?  Do I find some real disgust for someone who says he is my brother 
and he is my...  
 
He doesn’t do everything the way I would. And he has got some mannerisms that really 
irritate me.  
 
But if you have a brother who asks forgiveness when he is wrong, are you not willing to 
forgive him?   
 
Now you read this and I think automatically say, “Well, the guy who couldn’t forgive 
was cast into hell.”  And that may be the accurate interpretation. 
 
But there is another possibility.  You can see what you think about it.   
 
Do you notice it doesn’t say he is cast into hell? There are the torturers. And this is the 
only place in the New Testament where that word is used.  And so it could be the picture 
of someone who is thrown into prison or jail and the jailor every so often gives him a 
good beating, you notice, until he should pay the debt.   
 
So maybe it goes this way, some suggest.  If you do not have a forgiving spirit toward 
your brother, you are going to be one miserable person. 
 
And think of it this way. Maybe the turmoil in your Christian life, maybe all the agony 
that is going on and things going wrong, could it be because you have an unforgiving 
spirit towards a brother, a sister? Could that be it?   
 
Think bout it.  Let each man examine himself.   
                                                
13 Matthew 18:35. 
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And isn’t it interesting in the Apostles’ Creed?   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
And we might think, “Well, why didn’t forgiveness of sins come before Church and 
before communion?” 
 
Well, it is the Holy Spirit that gathers the Church. It is the Holy Spirit that dwells in the 
Church. The Church is the place where the saints commune and so if a man has had his 
sins forgiven, the Church, the communion of the saints is a very good place for him to 
display whether or not he has truly been forgiven because if you are part of the 
communion of the saints you are going to have plenty of opportunities to forgive your 
brother, plenty of opportunities.   
 
And the seriousness, again, comes out when you look at 1 John.  Notice what is said in 
that first chapter. 
 

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, 
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.14 

 
If a man willfully breaks the fellowship of the saints he ceases to be cleansed by the 
blood of Christ.  
 
Church is to be taken quite seriously.  Isn’t that what it is saying? 
 
If you without reason break the fellowship of the saints, you leave the Church, the blood 
of Christ ceases to be a cleansing factor in your life.  
 
And doesn’t John say later on in the second chapter, “They went out from us, [because] 
they were not of us”?15 
 
The importance of the fellowship of the saints, the importance of loving your brother.  
And if you know something about forgiveness it is easy to forgive a brother or a sister 
when you consider all your sins. 
 
Yesterday I was speaking to an elderly lady. I never had met her. She got one of our tapes 
and wanted information about the church and would like to come, talk about the doctrines 

                                                
14 1 John 1:5-7. 
15 1 John 2:19.  



Page 14 of 14 
 

she agreed with it.  And because of the distance and she is in a care home she doesn’t 
know if she can make it. 
 
And I said, “Well, we could see about somebody picking you up.” 
 
She said, “Well, I am so far out.”  And she said, “You know, I get all kinds of tapes.” 
And she listed some preachers from whom she got tapes. She said, “But do you know 
what?  I need more than tapes and I need more than books. I need Christian fellowship.” 
 
She says, “Do you know what I need?  I need sometimes just a good Christian 
handshake.” 
 
if you have been brought into saving union with Christ and you know the forgiveness of 
sins, you enjoy the fellowship of the saints. You like being around them. Yes, they have 
got some weird ways, but it is your brother. It is your sister.  Christ shed his blood for 
them. They belong to him and he loves them.  He forgives them.   
 
When we have the Lord’s Supper we gather around once a month and what are we to do?  
We remember the death of our Lord and you think about it.  Since one month to the next 
when we have the Lord’s Supper, all the sins I have committed, so many and some are 
terrible.   
 
But I know something. They are forgiven.  Through the death of Jesus Christ my sins 
have been forgiven.  I have confessed them to him.  And he forgives.  Who am I?  Who 
am I to hold hatred in my heart towards a brother, especially one who has asked for my 
forgiveness? 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of the saints and 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Our blessed Lord and Savior, we acknowledge that we have that tendency to take our sins 
so very lightly.  Oh Lord, you did suffer. Oh, what suffering to save us that we might have 
forgiveness, that we might have your righteousness. And, Lord, again, we confess there is 
that tendency to hold grudges, to hold bitterness against others.  It is to our shame. It is 
to our detriment. Oh, we thank you for forgiveness.  And may we be quick to forgive 
others.  We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 


