
 “A Day To Give Thanks To God” Psalm 21 

• There is a clear connection between Psalm 20 and Psalm 21 

• Ps 20 is a prayer for God’s deliverance for Israel’s king facing imminent battle 

• Ps 21 is a prayer of national thanksgiving for that deliverance 

• There are many connections between Ps 20 and Ps 21 throughout the psalms 

• Hard to find a more deliberately matched pair of psalms in the Psalter than these 

I. How Important Is It to Give Thanks? 

• The existence of this psalm presses upon us the importance of giving thanks  

• It is generally easier for us to pray to God when we are in a time of great trials  

• It is far more likely that we fail to pray to God after a great blessing or victory  

• Jesus understood this well, note the account of the healed lepers (Luke 17: 17,18) 

II. Thanksgiving for Past Victories 

• The first section of this Ps 21:1-7 corresponds to the first section of Ps 20  

• Ps 20, people expressing themselves to the king in the form of a prayer for him  

• Ps 21 first section: explicit prayer directed to God to give thanks for deliverance 

• Vs. 5 is written in the past tense, referring to “the victory you gave”  

• The specific things that either the king or the people are giving thanks for are: 

1) Victory through God’s strength (v1) 

2) Answered prayer (v2) 

3) Rich blessing associated with the crown (v3) 

4) Length of days (v4) 

5) God’s splendor and majesty (v5) 

6) The joy of God’s presence (v6) 

III. The Covenant Keeping God 

• Vs 7 rich covenant language “hesed”: unfailing/ steadfast love: “botah”: trust 

• The first term- God’s “hesed” – part in the covenant, it is eternal & unchangeable  

• “Botah” describes the kings & the people part. It needs to be renewed constantly   

IV. Thanksgiving for Future Victories  

• Whoever vs. 8-12 is describing, whether the king or the people – God is praised  

• Vs 13 is the key point, direction is turned away from man upward to God  

• We can learn from this how to pray for our leaders:  ultimately God alone delivers


