
 Out of the Pot into the Fire (1 Samuel 30) 

• Amos 5:19 man escapes from a bear into a house only to be bitten by a snake  

• He thought he had escaped danger only to fail to see another deadly enemy  

• This is how it must have felt for David and his men: escape from Philistines only to 

return and have their wives & children kidnapped by bandits  

I. God’s Servant Is Devastated (30:1-6a) 

• Blessing for us to know what happened before David discovers it (vv.1-3) 

• No one was killed, far more lucrative to sell captives into slavery 

• David & his mean wept and wailed until they had not strength (4) 

• What little strength the men had they turned to blame David – stone him (v.6) 

II. The Sufficiency of God’s Strength (30: 6b-9) 

• At this point the text tells us “David strengthens himself in the Lord His God”  

• David must have recalled the many promises God had given him in his trials  

• David used the means God gave him to draw near to God (vv.6b-8) 

III. The Necessity of God’s Providence (30: 10-15) 

• David & his men get to Wadi Besor (v9) 200 men exhausted stay behind (10) 

• Impossible to find nomadic raiders, yet David’s men find Egyptian slave (11) 

• Tired & close to death, they revive him & he tells them the location (13)  

• This was God’s providence in allowing them to find this discarded slave  

IV. The Decisiveness of God’s Grace (30: 21-25) 

• Amalekites were caught unaware, so David & his mean struck them all day (17) 

• The writer describes David’s victory in a most emphatic way (18) 

• He returns to Wadi Besor and retrieves the 200 men he left there (21) 

• These men were not the most honorable they started fighting over the loot 

• David over rules them with warmth and wisdom (v.23-24a ) His focus is grace  

V. The Encouragement of God’s Victory (30: 26-31) 

• David is the Lord’s servant. He is also wise as a serpent. Good combination 

• David delivered the region from the raiding Amalekites & gave gifts to people 

• This placed him in a strong position when he would soon become king 


