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“9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 10  Which in time past 

were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 

mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 

strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 

soul; 12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, 

whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good 

works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.” (1Pe 

2:9-12 AV) 
 

Introduction.   What a strange man was man Abram who later was known as Abra-

ham.  He lived as a stranger in the land.  His name was Father, but he had no chil-

dren for many years.  He worshipped a God who had no name, but he had no images 

or pictures or no temple to this God and it must have seemed strange to the people 

around him.  It was saith that he believed that his God had given him a promise, and 

this promise was something about being a great nations, being father of many na-

tions, and blessing the whole world. Finally in his old age he had a son Ishmael by 

his handmaiden Hagar, but when he was 100 years old his wife Sarah bore him a 

child, Ishmael was sent away with his mother into the wilderness.  When his wife 

Sarah died he married again and had more sons.   But these sons he sent also into the 

wilderness, having loaded them with gifts and provisions, as he had Ishmael. 

 

He offered sacrifices at certain places, but his altars were of rough stones. And there 

was no temple. no silver or gold. 

 

But it gets even stranger, if the surrounding nations had been privy to the rest of the 

story.  One day Abraham takes his son Isaac out into the desert and journeys to the 

place God told him, to offer up his son as a sacrifice to this God.  There were human 

sacrifices offered to the gods of the nations round about Abraham but there had nev-

er been such a thing in the family of Abraham.  What strange father he was.  What a 

strange story it is, and still is, if you do not know the rest of the story. 

 

For you see, God had shut Abraham and his descendants through Isaac and Jacob to 

be a special and valuable treasure for Himself, and they were to be separated from 

all the nations of the world.  Later, after a long period of bondage in Egypt, He 

would send Moses to them to give them laws and a temple.   God told them through 
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Moses “De 14:2 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD 

hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are 

upon the earth.”  Also Ex 19:6 “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and 

an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Isra-

el.”  It was also promised to this special savior, that when their promised Redeemer 

came, the Holy Spirit would be given, not only to them, but to the whole world, and 

that God had people among the Gentile that would be added to their number. 

 

Now that had come to pass.  Even while Peter lived, he saw the beginning. Messiah 

had come, they had rejected Him, and their temple had been destroyed as Messiah 

had said.   The Gospel had been preached to the Gentiles and the message of Messi-

ah, through the Twelve was preached to the whole world.  God revealed that He was 

cleansing people among the Gentiles and they would not need to be circumcised like 

the natural children of Abraham; their baptism was sufficient to count them among 

the special people of God, the saved treasure reserved for God alone, for there was 

one people and one temple to this Lord.  But it was a temple made without hands, 

eternal in the heavens, and the Messiah had been offered as a sacrifice to God, not in 

the temple of Jerusalem, but outside the camp on Mt. Golgotha, as a sacrifice for 

sins, a sacrifice that could never be offered to God, for sins were taken away forever 

for this special people, and no sacrifice for sins could ever be offered again, and any 

sacrifice for sins would be repugnant to God. 

 

And the church remembered the words of Jesus to a woman of Samaria, a nation 

considered outcast and cursed of God because of the Temple they had built at Sa-

maria.  This poor woman wondered that Jesus, dressed as a rabbi would speak to her 

a Samaritan woman, especially and ask a drink from her unclean hands.  You know 

the story; if not you will find it in John 4. 

 

Something of the true faith remained among the Samaritans, for she spoke also of 

Messiah and attempted to involve the Lord in a discussion of the central controversy 

between the Jews and the Samaritans, as to which temple was correct.  This implied 

the questions, which sacrifices are correct, which priesthood is correct.  Jesus’ an-

swer would have sounded strange to both parties.  There was no one there but Jesus 

and the woman, so we might wonder how John got the story.  Perhaps Jesus re-

counted to his disciples, or perhaps it continued among the Samaritans, was picked 

up by John and included in his sacred Gospel. under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. 
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But this was the answer, given by the Lord Jesus.  John 4:  “21  Jesus saith unto her, 

Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor 

yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22  Ye worship ye know not what: we know 

what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23  But the hour cometh, and now is, 

when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Fa-

ther seeketh such to worship him. 

 

In Spirit and in truth.   From the inner man, and without hypocrisy is the idea.  True 

worship would arise in the inner man by the work of the Holy Spirit, transforming 

the man and taking away all hypocrisy. 

 

As all of the doctrines of Christ, they would fleshed out by the Holy Spirit to the 

Apostles who were taught all things by the Spirit and this passage in 1 Peter and 

other passages in epistles, Hebrews, and other places would explain further was Je-

sus meant. He did not mean that every man was to do as he pleased. 

 

The church gathered would be new temple, and true believers would take their place 

at the appointed time and place to offer up their spiritual sacrifices.   They gather to 

hear a sermon, yes, but more than that to offer up to God. 

 

I. Spiritual worship would be to God alone through Jesus Christ.  

A. I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by me, 

Jesus said.  Paul in Ephesians said that the gentiles would be added to those 

who believed in Israel:   

B. Eph. 2: 16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 

cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17  And came and preached peace to 

you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18  For through him we 

both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  19  Now therefore ye are no 

more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 

household of God;  20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21  In whom all 

the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22  

In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 

Spirit.   The gathered church in solemn assembly is the new house of of God 

for public worship and the offering up of sacrifices. 

C. Paul:  1Ti 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest 

to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and ground of the truth. 
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D. It is absolutely required that you be a member of this living church and that 

you keep the fourth commandment as well as the other nine. 

E.   Cat 103: What does God require in the fourth Commandment   A103:  In the 

first place, God wills that the ministry of the Gospel and schools be main-

tained,[1] and that I, especially on the day of rest, diligently attend church [2] 

to learn the Word of God,[3] to use the holy sacraments,[4] to call publicly 

upon the Lord,[5] and to give Christian alms.[6] In the second place, that all 

the days of my life I rest from my evil works, allow the Lord to work in me 

by His Spirit, and thus begin in this life the everlasting sabbath.[7] 

F. Because the temple is unseen does not mean that it doesn’t exist.  “Ye also, as 

lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

 

II. Spiritual Worship is from the inward man. 

A. It includes confession of sin. 

B. It includes confession of faith. 

C. Now that Christ has come there is no further necessity for the signs and sym-

bols that predicted His coming and the order of the church, for all has been 

made plain. 

D. The true sacrifices of God: 

1. Mr 12:33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the under-

standing, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his 

neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

2. Ro 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service. 

3. Heb 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to 

God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 

4. 31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 

glory of God. 

5. 1Th 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 

unto his kingdom and glory. 

6. 2Co 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 

through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 
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7. 2Co 9:11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth 

through us thanksgiving to God. 

8. Col 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

9. And many other like things   We are to take our cross and follow 

Christ. 

 

III.  Spiritual Worship required everthing. 

A. Compromises of Egypt  First men; famlies; flocks and herds; not far away 

B. 1Th 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 

your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. I Cor. 6:16:  A temple within the temple a lively stone in a living temple  All 

is sanctified to God, and illustrated by the particular sin of the Corinthians: 

1. 16  What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? 

for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 

2. 17  But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

3. 18  Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but 

he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 

4. 19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 

which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 

own? 

5. 20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God 

in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 

Conclusion and Application. 

 

I would draw two pictures: 

a.  Agag the king. 

b. Christ in gethsemane 


