
INTRODUCTION 
 
There were several stages in Jesus' ministry. It began with his baptism, which was followed 

immediately by his temptation. Then he called his first disciples and performed his first miracle 

(or 'sign'). The first chapter of John's Gospel records records the calling of the first disciples. We 

wonder: what was happening? and what did it lead to?  
 
WHO BECAME DISCIPLES AND HOW? 
 
The first two people were followers of John the Baptist. John pointed Jesus out to them. He 

spoke with divine authority as the last of God's prophets who predicted the coming of Christ. 
He had told people that God's kingdom had arrived in the person of Christ Jesus, and he called 

on them to confess their sins in order to receive forgiveness and be part of that kingdom. Those 

two followers of John were in a state of expectancy.  
When John pointed to Jesus as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" they 

knew they found what they needed. Many people are like that. They are already conscious of 

their need to have sin taken away, and when they discover that Jesus has died for sinners they are 

drawn to him.  
Some came to Jesus because of what their friends said. Andrew, one of John's followers, brought 

his brother Simon Peter to Jesus. Philip brought Nathaniel to Jesus. Many Christians can say 

what they said, "We have found the Christ", and invite others to come to him. What we say is a 

blend of evidence and experience. There are good reasons to believe what the Bible tells us about 

Christ Jesus - and we have found it confirmed in our experience.  
Some went looking for him. That was the case with John's two followers. They asked Jesus 

where he stayed - they wanted to spend time him. He encourages us to do that. "Seek the Lord 

while he may be found" (Isaiah 55:6).  
In Philip's case it was Jesus who took the initiative. He found him and said, "Follow me". When 

Simon and Nathaniel were brought to him he dealt with them in a very personal way. Nathaniel 

realised that Jesus knew him in the intimate way than only God can.  
Christ Jesus is still calling people to be his disciples. When he commissioned his apostles he told 

them to "make disciples of all nations". If we are already his disciples we should bring others to 

him. If we are not his disciples we have his authority to come to him and follow him.  
There is another explanation for all this but no one could have known it at the time. Christ 

prayed about every aspect of his work, including his disciples. At the end of his life he referred 

to them as his Father's gift (John 17:6).  
No one is conscious of that when they begin to follow Jesus. Don't ask him what his plan is for 

you - just come to him as the 'Lamb of God', and do what he says. 
 
WHAT WAS THE RESULT? 
 
Those people became friends, apprentices, and witnesses. That is what happens when anyone 

becomes a follower of Jesus.  
Friends spend time together. The gospels record how Jesus told his disciples to 'follow' him, and 

what they did together.  
Friends share confidences. He said, "I no longer call you servants, for a servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 



have made known unto you" (John 15:15). It is a wonderful privilege to be given access to the 

mind of God. It is reserved for those who revere him (Psalm 25:14). What God most wants from 

us is that we believe in his Son, Christ Jesus.  
Friends mean a lot in times of trouble. Christ rescued them from their enemies. And when he 

entered his sorrows in the Garden of Gethsemane he asked them to be with him. He has said, "I 

will never leave you nor forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5).  
Friends also share times of joy. Christ is now at God's right hand ruling over all. He represents 

his disciples there. But his glory will not be complete until he comes again, destroys death, and 

brings his people home to the Father's house. That will be "the Marriage Supper of the Lamb" 

(Revelation 19:7).  
Disciples are also apprentices - they learn from the Master. The benefit comes only what when 

we put what we learn into practice (Matthew 7:24-27).  
They saw his example of love to the Father, faith in his promises, and obedience to his 

commands. They learned the meaning of scripture from him. They saw how he shared the 

Father's pity, and did all he could to bring sinners back to God. During his last evening with 

them he washed their feet, and then told them to love one another as he had loved them.  
The most obviously important thing for us is that they became witnesses.  Simon Peter referred 

to the Mount of Transfiguration, and said they were "eyewitnesses of his majesty". They saw 

him at work and prayer, and they heard his teaching. They were with him in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. They conversed with him several times after his resurrection. It was then he gave 

them instructions about his coming kingdom (Acts 1:3).  
Our faith is based on their eyewitness accounts and on the fact they fulfilled the Old Testament 

predictions of the Christ.  
When we tell others of Christ it is also a blend of our experience and the evidence provided by 

prophets and apostles. 
 


